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Regional

Slavery, racism still cast shadow on colleges
During the recent convention of the Democratic
Party, Michelle Obama said something that surprised many. “I wake up every morning in a house
that was built by slaves,” she told the audience
of delegates. And that is a historical fact. Another
historical fact is that some of the most venerable
American universities also have strong ties to slavery, not only because some of them were built by
slaves, but also because many of their founders and
major benefactors were either slave holders or publicly supported slavery or clearly racist policies.
These troublesome facts were revived recently due to an incident that took place last June at
Yale University. Corey Menafee, a dishwasher
in Calhoun College’s dining hall (one of Yale’s
residential colleges), purposely broke a stainedglass window with a broomstick because of its
racial imagery. The window included images of
slaves carrying cotton bales, which he described
as “racist, very degrading,” according to the local
press. Menafee, who faced felony and misdemeanor charges, told reporters that although he
regretted what he did, his act was a gesture of civil
disobedience.
Menafee later apologized and resigned his position from the university. He was charged with
felony criminal mischief and misdemeanor reckless
endangerment (glass fell near a passerby) but the
university asked prosecutors to drop the charges
and Menafee was later reinstated in a different
setting.
But there is a background that really helps
to explain this incident. The building in which
the window was broken is named after John C.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
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Calhoun, a Yale graduate and white supremacist
of the class of 1804 who became vice president of
the United States and was an unabated advocate
for slavery.
Because of Calhoun’s background there have
been calls for changing the name of the college.
Julia Adams, head of the college, had announced
in an email earlier that the dining hall would be
named in honor of another former Yale student,
Roosevelt Thompson. Thompson was a brilliant
student who was African American. He was also
a Rhodes scholar, a distinction that only about 32
seniors in the nation receive each year. He even
scored a perfect 48 on his law school admission
test. Thompson died in a tragic car accident when
he was only 22 years old. Although Yale had
planned to replace the window and had removed
three portraits of Calhoun, the university refused
to change the college’s name, which drew sharp
criticism.
Following public uproar, Peter Salovey, president of Yale, declared that the decision to keep
Calhoun’s name was not final. “It is now clear to
me that the communitywide conversation about
these issues could have drawn more effectively on
campus expertise. In particular, we would have
benefited from a set of well-articulated guiding
principles according to which a historical name

might be removed or changed,” he said, reversing
his original decision that the Calhoun name would
remain in the interest of the university’s educational mission.
The connection between slavery and higher education in this country has a long history. It became
notorious when, in 2003, Brown University’s president Ruth Simmons commissioned a report on the
Rhode Island institution's historical ties to slavery.
Published three years later, it showed that during
the colonial period enslaved people had helped
build the campus, and that some of the first officers
and trustees of the college were slave owners.
Since then some scholarly work has been done
on the issue. One book that encapsulates the sad
history of higher education and slavery is Craig
Wilder ’s “Ebony & Ivy: Race, Slavery, and the
Troubled History of America's Universities.” A
professor and head of the history department at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Wilder
uncovered many universities’ stories that had
remained largely unknown even to people associated with those institutions.
Neither Yale nor Brown are unique cases. Recently
Princeton University went through a similar situation
when the school’s leaders decided not to strip Woodrow
Wilson’s name from the university’s public policy school
and a residential college. As president of the United
States, Wilson took legal action to segregate the workplace and was an admirer of the movie “Birth of a
Nation,” in which the actions of the Ku Klux Klan were
glorified.
Many other northern universities are revisiting
their historical connection with slavery. Harvard has

announced a symposium on this topic for 2017.
In the meantime, southern colleges and universities
are also confronting the issue, although from a different
perspective. The University of Mississippi, for example,
is still debating whether or not to remove confederate
statues from its campus, or add historical explanations
on plaques attached to them.
One of the reasons why many universities seem to be
hesitant to respond to calls to erase any trace of slavery
or racism on their campuses is the fear of losing support
from many of their wealthiest (and oldest) alumni. In
a recent article in The New York Times it was reported
that when campuses are the involuntary hosts of protests, donations start to dry out in terms of both number
of donors and total money donated. Since the influx of
money is vital to private schools, and to make up for
diminishing state support at state colleges and universities, the institutions’ leaders do not want to irritate their
donors.
In these times of racial tensions, the Black Lives Matter
protest movement, and incendiary political rhetoric,
higher education leaders need to take a stand and do
what is right for the historical memory of their institutions and what they will represent in the future.
Despite accusations of political correctness, the truth
is that we need to remember the words of the SpanishAmerican philosopher and Harvard graduate, Jorge
Santayana. “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

Vendors sought for
2016 Leclaire Parkfest
For the Intelligencer
Friends of Leclaire are now
accepting vendor applications for
the 25th annual Leclaire Parkfest to
be held Sunday, October 16th from
Noon to 5 p.m. at Leclaire Park in
Edwardsville.
A fall festival celebrating the
history of the Leclaire National
Historic District, the event features
live music, narrated trolley tours
of the historic district, a large book
fair, a display of vintage cars and
tractors, plus many festival booths.

Food booths, arts & crafts, games
and informational booths are all
part of Leclaire Parkfest. Food
booths and informational booths are
limited to not-for-profit organizations. Other booths are reserved for
artisans and crafters.
No commercial vendors are
accepted. The price for a booth
space is $30. Vendor applications
and information are available on
the Events page of the Friends of
Leclaire website at www.historic-leclaire.org or by calling Cindy
Reinhardt at 656-1294.
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Pictured are three pieces of art hanging in the Dennis DeToye Student Gallery at the EAC.
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“These artists are from all over which is cool
because usually we only have local artists,”
Tidball noted. “We have some new artwork that
we’ve never seen before from other parts of the
country which is always fun to have. It’s fun to
see what people are doing in other parts of the
world.”
“All of these artists work with a classic design
in some way whether it’s jewelry or something
old-fashioned like hats or head-wear,” Tidball
added. “There’s a lot of jewelry and fashion
wear that is things that people have worn for
hundreds and hundreds of years so classic in
that way, but there’s a contemporary spin to
everything.”
Three of the artists – Kelly Miller, Christina
McNealy and Caitlin McDonald – have connections to SIUE as either current grad students or
students who have recently completed SIUE’s
grad school.
Miller describes her work as being influenced
by demolition sites which are prevalent where
she lives in the city of St. Louis. “Classic textures

found in the mesmerizing industrial landscapes
have seeped into my metalwork,” Miller writes
in her artist’s statement. “The repetitions of
mechanized patterns visually anchor this work
together. I embrace the mishmash of industrial
aluminum, urethane foam, powder coating, and
old tins, with precious metals and stones as materials used in my jewelry. This body of work offers
a satirical yet aesthetically pleasing point of view
on consumerism in America.”
Miller’s work can also be found in the EAC’s
gallery shop where it is available for purchase.
Tidball noted that McNealy, who will be starting grad school at SIUE this fall, takes sort of a
sculptural approach to jewelry making and metalsmithing. “She talks about sort of the negative
aspects of beauty and fashion and the burden it
can place upon them,” Tidball said. “Her work is
really interesting.”
McDonald, a grad student at SIUE, has several
pieces in the show. One is entitled Entangled
Bliss which is a unique neck piece of stunning
metal flowers made of Nu gold brass and sterling silver. “She does a lot of fine cutting. She’s
extremely skilled. It’s all made by hand – hammering and cutting. And if you look closely at
the petals there’s words inscribed on the other
side of the petals,” Tidball noted.
The piece was inspired from the novel, “Lady

Chatterley’s Lover” by D.H. Lawrence. “In this
piece I’ve searched to unravel and understand the
thoughts and feelings of Constance Chatterley,
and other women that go through similar situations,” McDonald writes in her artist’s statement.
“Like ivy, her commitment and eternal love for
her husband never leaves, it’s everywhere, even
when she finds comfort in the arms of another.
But at the same time, this all encompassing,
deep-rooted care and compassion causes harm
and restlessness, 'taking possession of her like a
madness.' As an escape, she finds the spark of
a secret love and bliss, like gardenias growing
midst the ivy. To the outside viewer one sees an
elegant garden façade, but internally the entanglement is all consuming.”
Concurrently in the Dennis DeToye Student
Gallery is artwork made by District 7 Summer
Zone students in kindergarten through fifth
grade. The artwork was created by the students
who participated in Masterpiece Mondays which
were led by EAC art teachers. “We have two new
teachers this year. They did a different project
every Monday and each class had between one
and two hours to complete a project. There were
seven classes,” Tidball added.
The student work includes oil pastel drawings,
yarn work, tissue paper stained glass windows,
yarn and tin foil art.

Waiting for
the word
Members of the
Edwardsville Tiger Marching
Band gather on the field
before Friday's scheduled
exhibition was postponed
due to the weather. This
year, the Marching Tigers
will perform "The War of the
Roses" during halftime at
home football games and
during competitions. Photo
by Bill Tucker.

Mayor Rob Jackstadt agreed with Slemer, but said the original concept of
the park was created to earn points for state funding. He said certain amounts
of green space are required for the grants.
“It makes sense to have a plan for homecoming. It’s a balance, we have
to win points with IDNR and would have to see how having more concrete
space would affect our chances at getting the money from the state,” he said.
Slemer said he would rather take the time now to plan the park in regard
to the future, rather than tearing things out at a later time.
Trustee Jorja Dickemann said she thinks the village should plan for the
future and doesn’t expect money from the state.
“We put these things in the original plan to get points and we never did
receive the money,” she said. “With the state I’m not sure if we will ever get
the money.”
Trustee Marybeth Williams said while she agrees that the park would be
a good home for events such as homecoming, she feels the project needs to
get moving.
“I think we need to get this project going,” she said. “It's been going on for
too long.”
With the discussion coming to a close, trustees voted on the contract with
TWM, Inc.
The agreement for professional services was for $36,476 and included the
survey and the redesign of moving the restrooms closer to the playground.
The vote did not change the proposed concept of amenities planned in the
park.
Trustees Slemer and Dickemann voted not to go with the proposed concept and changes, while Trustees Ross Breckenridge, Williams and Mayor
Jackstadt voted yes. Trustees Brooke Harmony and Micah Summers did not
attend the meeting.
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“We do two annual benefits and St. Baldrick’s, but we get asked to help
out with the Boy Scouts periodically and we get asked to help out with the
Humane Society and different fundraisers for fallen police and firefighters.
We’re trying to help facilitate those who ask us to donate as a union fire
department,” Schrage said. “We thought it would be a good idea if we setup
a charity and would host a fundraiser so we would have the ability to donate
some more to the local charity that comes up.”
With the event in the works, Schrage said he hopes the community of
Edwardsville is aware of the extra efforts the department is doing to make
an impact.
“I’m hoping that they see unity and that we are doing a little bit extra of our
part aside from just running emergency calls. We’re doing a little bit extra by
helping out local charities as they come about,” Schrage said.
As for the future, Schrage said he thinks the department and the city of
Edwardsville are on exceptional terms and hopes it continues.
“I think we have a great relationship with the community and we want to
be able to help give back to the community,” Schrage said.
For more information or to purchase tickets to the Social Night, call the
Edwardsville Fire Department at 618-692-7541 or contact any Edwardsville
firefighter.
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Drueke said it was a difficult decision to leave the Watershed, but said she
plans to remain active in the organization.
“I know the Watershed is in good hands with its new director and I plan to
stay active on committees,” she said. “The Watershed is a wonderful asset to
the community and will remain that way with the new leadership.”
Petzing said Drueke’s experience is a perfect fit for the position.
“We are so excited to have Eve on board. With her background in teaching
and her experience in environmental education, her hiring is a match made
in heaven,” Petzing said.
Drueke will administer the Madison County Green Schools Program,
acting as a point of contact and providing sustainability-related leadership,
training and opportunities for teachers, students, school administrators and
faculty in private and public schools in Madison County.

