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As an adjunct, Miller was asked to be part of a planning committee for a
second DOE school that would be affiliated with York: the York Early Col-
lege Academy (YECA). When funding became available to add an additional
full-time faculty line in the library, the then-chief librarian (Drobnicki) suc-
cessfully argued for the creation of a line for a full-time, tenure-track school
media specialist (the first position of its kind in CUNY), since the library
served students from several DOE schools. A search was done, and York’s
president appointed the existing adjunct (Miller) as a full-time school librar-
ian in 2008; she remains the only certified school media specialist in the
CUNY system, although other CUNY librarians do liaison work with high
school and/or middle school students. The Leonard Lief Library at Lehman
College (CUNY) subsequently hired an adjunct librarian, who has a back-
ground in children’s and young adult school librarianship, to work directly
with the students of the high school on its campus (High School of American
Studies—Lehman College), and the Brooklyn College Library has a desig-
nated librarian who oversees the library’s outreach to high school students,
including students enrolled in the STAR (Science Technology and Research)
Early College High School program, Brooklyn College Academy, and Col-
lege Now partnerships.

On September 1, 2005, CUNY and the DOE signed an agreement govern-
ing the compensation that CUNY would receive in exchange for letting the
DOE operate eleven high schools on its campuses (including QHSS). The fee
for providing librarians and books for the high schools would be based on the
DOE’s annual School Based Expenditure Report—in 2005, the figure was
$60 per student. If a CUNY library did not grant full borrowing privileges to
DOE high school students, the fee would be lowered to 83.3 percent of the
amount. Since York granted full borrowing privileges to QHSS students, the
library began to receive “high school funds” on an annual basis to purchase
books and/or other materials, initially based on $60 multiplied by QHSS’s
enrollment (the amount has since risen as the amount in the School Based
Expenditure Report has risen).

YORK LIBRARY’S SCHOOL MEDIA PROGRAM

Although QHSS first opened with only 100 students in ninth grade (the
school reached full capacity in 2005, approximately 425 students), Miller
created a mission statement, a vision, and strategic directions for York Li-
brary’s School Media Program:

Mission—To facilitate QHSS faculty and students’ access and use of a wide
variety of materials to meet their research needs.
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Vision—The York College Library is a state-of-the-art facility staffed by a
certified school library media specialist. The library serves as the information
center for students and faculty of the Queens High School for the Sciences at
York College. A dynamic partnership exists between the high school and the
college; administrators, the school media specialist and teachers work toward
common goals. They collaborate to ensure resources and programs are avail-
able to support the curriculum. Students are information literate, regularly visit
the library and are comfortable using a wide variety of print and online materi-
als for research and independent reading.

Strategies for growing the school media program will center on:

1. intra-institutional collaboration and cooperation (i.e., meet regularly
with teachers and administrators);

2. curriculum planning (i.e., encourage teachers to share curricula, join
the QHSS curriculum committee);

3. collection development (i.e., purchase materials to support the QHSS
curricula);

4. instruction (provide group and individual instruction);

5. promotion of the library and its resources (i.e., publicize the library
and its resources in the library and high school newsletters, on the
library website, and through special programming, book displays, and
exhibits);

6. networking (i.e., join committees and associations that focus on K-12
information literacy); and !

7. evaluation of the program (maintain data for all aspects of the school
media program).

Miller has become the point person in the library for QHSS administra-
tors, teachers, and students, and also for York College’s liaison to YECA,
and she rarely passes up an opportunity to work with high school students. In
order to sustain an active school media program, Miller recognized that she
needed to develop good relationships with students, teachers, and administra-
tors, and get involved in K—12 activities whenever the opportunity arose.
Over the years Miller has engaged in myriad K—12 activities, including:

= providing information literacy sessions for an area public high school

« giving tours of the library to high school students participating in a region-
al science competition at York College

» judging high school science competitions

« teaching classes with York College professors during YECA students’
three-week “Summer Immersion Program” during two summers at York

 participating in the New York Academy of Medicine Junior Fellows Pro-
gram with QHSS students
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« accompanying QHSS students and their teacher to author readings at the
92nd Street Y as part of its Literary Outreach Program.
%

At QHSS Miller was embedded in a journalism class and helped edit the
school newspaper, Synapse; she also helped organize the school’s annual
three-day science poster exhibition in the library. In many professional de-
velopment sessions and presentations at staff meetings provided for QHSS
teachers, Miller highlighted new library resources or websites and encour-
aged teachers to integrate standards-based information literacy skills into
their curricula. Miller wrote an article about the “American Association of
School Librarians (AASL) Standards for the 21st Century Learner Lesson
Plan Database” for the journal The Charleston Advisor, and gave two presen-
tations (one to New York City DOE school librarians and one to QHSS
teachers) promoting use of the database to integrate AASL Standards and the
Common Core State Standards into a school’s curriculum.

To publicize the library’s school media program, Miller writes a column
in the library’s newsletter (now called LibWire) that highlights school media
activities, including information literacy classes, collection development,
class visits to the library, and special programs and projects that she partici-
pated in with high school students or that took place in the library over the
previous year.

Miller provides approximately thirty classes each year for QHSS students
and YECA students taking college courses at York. These consist of typical
“one-shot” lessons and multisession units that take place in the library’s
computer lab, in a computer lab on campus, or in a QHSS smart classroom.
Students also meet with Miller for research consultations, and seek assistance
via e-mail. This past year, Miller provided a weekly library session for stu-
dents taking the high school class “Writing the Research Paper” and was able
to view and critique students’ work in the class’s dropbox.com space.

CUNY LIBRARIES' SERVICES TO K-12

In his book Informed Transitions, Kenneth J. Burhanna (2013a) notes the
“impressive record of collaboration, engagement, and outreach demonstrated
by librarians working to transition students across the educational continu-
um” (xi). Burhanna (2013b) defines the “transition movement” as “libraries
and librarians collaborating across the educational continuum to prepare stu-
dents for academic success” (6). Nowhere is this movement more exem-
plified than in the partnerships between K—12 schools and colleges. The
introduction of high schools on college campuses, dual-enrollment schools,
and college prep programs is based on the premise (and promising data) that
students at both the college and high school level benefit (higher high school
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graduation and college retention rates, smoother transition to college, better
prepared college students, etc.) if they are exposed to a college setting, re-
ceive college prep, or take college courses while they are in middle or secon-
dary school (Barnett & Stamm, 2010; Berger, Adelman & Cole, 2010; Ro-
senbaum & Becker, 2011; Columbia University, 2012; Edmunds et al.,
2010). As a result of these postsecondary opportunities, more academic li-
brarians are interacting with middle and high school students, their teachers,
and librarians (if they have one), giving all the parties an opportunity to
articulate and anticipate the information literacy needs of students throughout
a broader educational continuum than in the past. These collaborations and
partnerships represent a national trend in which traditional boundaries be-
tween educational levels, institutions, disciplines, and academic and “every-
day” learning are more fluid than in the past. (Miller and a library colleague,
Dr. Anamika Megwalu, recently gave a presentation at a library conference
about fostering students’ transliteracy skills and helping them to apply their
“everyday” learning to academic work.)

One of several factors Rosenbaum and Becker (2011) identified as con-
tributing to the success of early college schools is the creation of “clear
curricular pathways aligned with college-level coursework™ (16). They quote
CUNY early college administrator Cass Conrad who stated that “teachers [in
early college programs] plan backwards from college, to make sure [stu-
dents] know what they need to be successful in college-level classes” (16).
Miller finds herself doing this “backward planning” when she designs infor-
mation literacy sessions for high school students. From her teaching experi-
ence, interactions with college students at the reference desk, and work on
committees that focused on information literacy, Miller is aware of the infor-
mation literacy skills college students find difficult to master, and she em-
phasizes these skills in the instruction and reference assistance provided for
high school students.

Miller was part of a CUNY/DOE Libraries working group that explored
ways to ease the high school to college transition. The committee analyzed
college assignments and syllabi to identify the information skills students
would need to successfully complete the work; they explored ways (such as
professional development workshops and online tool kits) K—~12 teachers
could align the skills in their assignments to the Common Core State Stan-
dards and college assignments. Although this committee was dissolved, at
least two other groups in CUNY, the DOE/CUNY Library Collaborative and
Graduate NYC!, are working on easing the high-school-to-college transition
by connecting high school and college administrators, teachers, faculty, and
librarians, and exploring ways to align curricula with information literacy
standards and college expectations and increase incoming college students’
preparedness to do college work.
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Through CUNY”s PreEducation/College Collaborative programs, each of
CUNY’s eleven senior colleges and six of its seven community colleges have
a College Now program, a high school on its campus, or an affiliated early or
middle college school. In addition, many CUNY colleges have formal and
informal partnerships with K—12 schools or provide outreach to local K—-12
schools on an ad hoc basis. Some of CUNY’s affiliated early or middle
college schools or high schools that share their campuses have their own
libraries or share a library with another K-12 school, while others have
neither a library nor are provided services by their affiliated CUNY library.
An informal survey of CUNY libraries conducted by the authors in August
2012 showed that a majority of CUNY libraries provide services to K—12
populations. Of the ten (of eleven) CUNY senior college libraries and six (of
seven) community college libraries that responded to the survey, nine offer
borrowing privileges for K—12 populations; four provide remote access to the
library’s databases; ten offer information literacy classes for K—12 popula-
tions, and four offer interlibrary loans for K-12 populations. Of those col-
leges that provide information literacy sessions for K—12 populations, five
have a designated high school liaison that provides the sessions.

THE FUTURE

A lot has changed in the twelve years since Miller created her vision for York
Library’s School Media Program. The physical library is no longer the “in-
formation center” for students and faculty of QHSS. Students now have
access to the Internet, e-books, multivolume encyclopedias, and thousands of
full-text journal articles, periodicals, and newspapers in their classrooms and
from remote sites. The library’s home page and the Internet have become the
students’ information center. Miller’s role decries the concept that librarians
may become obsolete—she is needed more than ever to help students navi-
gate the information landscape and acquire information literacy skills for all
their learning needs, to ensure that information skills are integrated through-
out the high school curriculum, and to provide opportunities for students to
develop their skills. York Library’s school media position was an essential
component of the collaboration between the college and high school, and
critical in the development of a successful and expanding school media pro-
gram at QHSS.

APPENDIX

The Library Faculty at York College were concerned about the following
issues when it was announced that there would be a high school on campus:



