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Student Government Gets Stamp Of Approval After Election Controversy
By Tanya M. Hines
Managing Editor
The fog of controversy and uncertainty
stemming from the May general election of
the York College Student Government has
finally lifted. As of November 4, President
Davis, upon the recommendation of the Student Election Review Committee (SERC),
agreed that the May election will not be
decertified, voting machines will be used in
subsequent student government elections,
and the charges filed against those students
involved in the obstruction of May's election will not be forwarded to the StudentFaculty Disciplinary Committee.
"In a way, it is a feeling of relief," said
Stacie Caven, YSG President. "On the other
hand, it is a feeling that now the work really starts."
Caven's sentiments are illustrative of the
difficulties that she and her administration
will face from this point on. However, the
relief is a drastic change from the concerns
prior to the SERC's decision.
The SERC, which was comprised of
seven members — Chairperson Linda R.
Barley (Academic Affairs), Professor Margaret Ballantyne (Foreign Language), Professor Charles Coleman (English), Professor Stuart Dick (Psychology), Debra Green
(Student), Zachary Johnson (Student), and
Carleen Fernandez (Student) — faced the
arduous task of investigating the May election and concurrent issues. After arriving
at a conclusion, the committee was then to
report their findings to President Davis for
the final decision.
After numerous deliberations throughout the Fall semester and a fact-finding
meeting on October 30, the committee arrived at a unanimous decision to certify
YSG. This decision, however, has been
deemed unfair by members of the Coalition
of Progressive Students (COPS) and the
Political Science Club. These groups believe that the committee's procedures were
tainted with slight illegalities.
"An injustice was done," said Christopher Diaz, YSG Senator. "The entire process was wrong. The SERC handed down
recommendations to the president from a
fact-finding mission during which we were
denied the privilege of legal counsel."
This assertion, however, was categorically denied by the committee members.
They felt the meeting was merely a factfinding procedure. It was established in
order that the committee would have the
opportunity to hear the statements of each
individual either directly charged in the election controversy or named in any subsequent
affidavits through closed, time-limited
conferences. Since neither legal nor disciplinary implications were at hand, the committee decided to conduct the meeting without the presence of lawyers or other public
individuals. This format allowed each individual equal and ample time to state his

or her account of what occurred during the
election. Therefore, it aided the SERC in
making an objective decision on the matter.
Although Caven considered the procedure fair, she expressed some concern for
the method by which information was distributed to those involved.
"I think the hearings themselves were
fair," said Caven. "However, Dr. Corbie
(Vice President of Student Development),
who admits he made a mistake, informed
them [COPS] beforehand that there would
be an open meeting and then they come and
find that it is a closed meeting. That would
make anybody upset."
Although numerous individuals under
question made themselves available, some
apprehension existed as to the procedures
of the meeting and the composition of the
committee itself. This sentiment was
clearly expressed in a written statement,
prepared by Jose Rivas-Cinque (Minister
of Information, Political Science Club), an
integral component of the election controversy surrounding the alleged fraud purported by the Student Multiethnic Coalition
(SMC) whose members currently dominate
the make-up of YSG. Rather than leave
questions in the minds of committee members, Rivas opted to present a formal account of his perception of the May election,
which clearly explicated his dissatisfaction
with the committee.
"I would like to affirm that the statement/testimony that I am about to give is
done under protest," writes Rivas-Cinque.
" I feel that the composition of this committee is illegal and unethical. How can
this committee be considered impartial,
when the three student members of the
committee were nominated by a student
government (elect) that I allege . . . committed election fraud on May 5 and 6?"
Although Rivas-Cinque's assertion
seems to indict the committee for being
partial, it should be noted that both parties,
COPS and SMC [the student government
elect to which he refers], were afforded the
opportunity to nominate representatives to
the committee. However, COPS considered the measure "equal opportunity cheating" and refused to submit to a principle
which they considered unethical.
In addition to Rivas-Cinque's dissatisfaction with the committee's procedures,
other members of COPS are also uncomfortable with the committee's decision.
"What is interesting to note, however,
is that even though they did not rule in favor of us, they recommended what we have
been recommending for years — that we
have voting machines," said Diaz. "So,
clearly, they are saying one thing and doing something totally different. If they say
there is nothing wrong with the process,
why are they accepting our recommendation to have voting machines?"
Diaz's motion seems somewhat un-

founded for the committee, aside from resolving the May election controversy, obviously set out to avoid any future discrepancies as to the student government election
process.
Although conflicting notions exist among
both factions, this particular controversy is,
for the moment, settled.
"If I had the time I would fight it," said
Diaz. "The only thing that we could do is
take the matter to court and financially we
are not able."
The financial limitations, however, will
not hinder the group's efforts to combat the
injustice that they feel the entire student body
has been subject to as a result of the election
controversy.
"We intend to put intense pressure on this
student government which does not have the
respect or the mandate of the student body,"
said Rivas-Cinque.
Although COPS intends to pursue retribution for the student body's inability to access their association fees during the extended deliberation process, YSG asserts that
they have made every possible effort to satisfy their responsibility as to the allocation
and application of these monies. They want
the entire student body to get the full benefit
of their fees.
"I felt slighted too [about not being allowed the benefits of the association fees],"
said Caven. "I have spoken to the business
office on this matter. What they will do is
allow all of the clubs to be able to use their
total allocation for the year. Instead of penalizing the clubs for not utilizing their per
semester allocations, they will be allowed to
carry their Fall budgets over to the Spring to
make up for this semester's delay."
Aside from insuring that the student body
is allowed to make use of their association
fees, YSG is also attempting to provide its
constituents with other resources to make
their experience at York a more fruitful one.
Prior to the completion of the semester,
the printing services room will be open in
order that the student body have access to
additional copy machine services. Furthermore, the Student Revolving Loan is back
in effect, student accident insurance will be
increased from its current $1000 to $5000,
the coat check room will be opened, and the
teacher evaluation system is in the process
of being amended. And the important,yet
distant, objective of reforming the
Association's composition to better represent
the student voice is currently underway.
In addition to enhancing student life
through additional services, YSG is also
faced with the problem of establishing a suitable internal working environment that will
enable them to achieve their objectives and
serve the students.
During the prolonged stalemate caused by
the election controversy, YSG was not performing as a unified body. Therefore, an
immediate effort must be made toward improving the body's internal and external re-

lations.

"A lot of the senators didn't do exactly
what they should have been doing because
they didn't think there was a student government," said Frances Davis, Evening Vice
President. "We are going to have some
problems at first because people aren't accustomed to working together. A lot has to
be done, but I don't see any reason why we
will not be able to work things out."
Moreover, YSG is hopeful that a greater
number of student body members get involved in the activities of student government.
"I think that the student's should be more
concerned about what goes on in student
government," said Davis. "Very rarely does
anyone come to us with solutions to problems. They come to complain or ask about
their association fees. However, they don't
bring solutions. We are open and willing
to listen to anyone's suggestions."
Indeed the fog has lifted for the moment.
But, the work is just beginning. Now that
YSG can see their objectives, they must be
ready to overcome any further obstacles that
might come their way. And after overcoming the dreadful controversy surrounding
May's general election, YSG appears more
than prepared to tackle the task before them.
"I know we have a lot of work ahead of
us," said Caven. "But our body is stabilizing and I am optimistic about where we are
headed."
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Let The Healing Process Begin Student Sets Record Straight
Dear Editor:
I am pleased to announce that the certification of the Student Government elections of May 1992 have been confirmed.
Voting machines will be used at subsequent
elections and charges were not submitted to
the Student-Faculty Disciplinary Committee. This gives us a chance to move ahead
with full force in order to make up for time
lost. However, we must first try to begin
the "healing" process to have more unification within the student body.
This healing process requires us to be
more sensitive to individual differences and
needs. Indeed the diversity in cultural backgrounds and positions represented at York
can work to our advantage rather than tear
us apart. It's time to recognize our personal
differences, and concentrate on building an
atmosphere that can utilize these differences
to be sensitive to the general needs of all
students.
Our first step in this direction is to sponsor Multicultural Diversity Day in association with the Multicultural Club. It will be
held on December 4 from 8:00pm to 2:00
am in the Atrium. We need your assistance
to make this a fruitful experience for all in
attendance. The entire college community
is invited.
In addition, I am appealing to all the ethnic clubs to participate by contributing ethnic meals so that we can have a buffet of
diverse flavors. Students are encouraged to
dress in some form of traditional attire. The
Student Government would appreciate if

students would prepare a dance or song from
their cultural experience. Please R.S.V.P.
to the Club Council President, Marleni
Vallejo, in Room IE 14 before December 2.
I am also pleased to announce that we've
been making progress in this semester, the
Student Government Accident Insurance
has been increased from $1,000 coverage
per student to a maximum of $5,000 per student. A Student Government Printing Service will soon be available for clubs to make
several prints of their flyers.
I thank those of you who were in attendance at the YCSG Open Forum. Your recommendations are important to us and
essential to our plans for servicing the students of York. We look forward to opening a coat check room for the convenience
of the students. We are currently working
on our own Teacher Evaluation Forms that
will be accesible to the student body. There
are many other projects that we intend to undertake. However, I'll will take every opportunity to update you as we proceed into
the Spring Semester.
I am eternally grateful for the opportunity to serve the students of York. The
Senators and I are totally dedicated to our
constituency. We welcome any suggestions
and comments from the York College Community. Remember...TOGETHER WE
DELIVER!
Sincerely,
Stacie Caven
YSG President

Protest Against SERC Actions
Dear Editor:
Recently, I was given a crash course in
"New World Order" civics and bureaucratic
"double speak" by the Student Elections Review Committee (SERC).
In the "New World Order" civics, one
does not have the right to legal counsel, even
though any statements that one might make
can be used against him in the future. Furthermore, one does not have the right to an
open hearing. These universally accepted
principles of due process were denied to
those of us contesting May's student government elections process by the SERC because they cleverly "rephrased" a few
words.
There was "no need" for the presence of
our attorney because we were making
"statements" and not giving "testimony."
But according to the Reader's Digest Great
Encyclopedic Dictionary, a statement is "a
formal narration of facts filed as the foundation for judicial proceeding," and testimony is "a statement... of a fact, as before a court." Both of these words seem to
me to be synonymous with each other. ("A
rose by any other name...")
In addition, Adrian Charles, Christopher
Diaz, Janet Lewis, Serena Rosario, and
myjself were not allowed to have our attor:

ney present when we made our "statements"
to the SERC because it was a "fact finding"
hearing, not a legal one.
In a letter written by us to Dean Barley,
chair of the SERC, we requested that the
committee follow established protocols of
due process. We felt that such a request was
in accordance with Article XV, Section 15.0
(Know your student rights manual), which
states — "Academic institutions . . . [shall
regard] due process [as] essential to the academic enterprise." This basic request was
denied by Dean Barley for the reason stated
above. In this case that the recognized principles and protocols of due process were not
applied to students at York College who
dissented.
It is incomprehensible to me why the
committee would certify the York College
Student Government slate of officers as
voted in the May 1992 elections process.
The elections should not have been certified
for two reasons.
Firstly, four candidates for student government served on the Elections Committee, the body that was to supervise the elections process. This is the equivalent of having candidates for the U.S. presidency and
vice presidency serving on the Electoral
Continued on page 10.

Dear Editor:
I was delighted to see the article,
"YORK'S GUYANESE STUDENTS
SPECULATE ABOUT NEW LEADERS
AT HOME"-(October 1992 Issue). But I
felt very betrayed, as a Guyanese citizen, by
the misinformation that it offered. As a
Guyanese citizen, and a student at York, 1
feel committed to set the record straight.
Firstly, Guyanese, especially of African
descent, are indeed very concerned about
Dr. Cheddi Jagan's leadership, and have justifiable reasons to feel this way. In 1961,
Dr. Jagan, as Premier of then British Guiana,
insulted African-Guyanese with his racial
comment "Apan-Jaat," meaning vote for a
nation of Indian-Guyanese only. This comment has ripped the racial fiber of our society and pitted African-Guyanese against
Indian-Guyanese. Consequently, AfricanGuyanese have had to carry the burden of
this racial animosity for more than three
decades.
Secondly, it was Dr. Jagan who openly
called on the Indian-Guyanese to carry out
racially motivated violence against the
"Black people." This resulted in the 196364 racial disturbances that left hundreds of
both Indian-Guyanese and AfricanGuyanese dead-mostly at the hands of the
people they have lived with side by side for
many years.
As recently as August of this year, Jagan
called on his followers to take up arms to
violently overthrow the PNC government.
These racial scars are still evident by the
racially divided villages scattered throughout Guyana's coastline.
Thirdly, there is no fundamental basis for
the erroneous allegation that the PNC
(People's National Congress) and the CIA
rigged the votes in the 1964 elections to
unseat the PPP. Ironically, rigging votes is
a hallmark of the People's Progressive Party
(PPP). It was a PPP member who went to
prison for voting twice in the same election.
It was Dr. Jagan who said that "dead men
can vote."
Actually, it was a coalition between the
PNC, headed by the late L. F. S. Burnham,
and the UP (United Force), headed by Peter D'Guiar, that defeated Dr. Jagan's PPP.
It should also be noted that it is a similar
coalition between the PPP and the civic
party, headed by African-Guyanese Sam
Hinds, that has helped defeat the PNC in this
election on October 5, 1992. It was a narrow victory by one parliamentary seat that
is somehow perceived as a landslide victory.
Fourthly, while Burham's dictatorship
was tightening its grip on Guyana, Jagan's
political rhetoric was paralyzing the nation.
He continuously called on, and got the support of, the Indian-Guyanese not to farm,
and conduct arson and sabotage against the
PNC government.
It is Dr. Jagan's turn now to reverse the
motion of economic despair for economic
prosperity. So he is now asking for the "full
cooperation" of all. Guyanese.

Finally, it was my sincere hope that
Guyanese would have chosen change over
that status quo, and I am proud that they did.
I hope we will forget the things that divide
us most: poverty and ignorance.
The winds of change have graced our
shores. The people have spoken. Let not
progress be hindered. Let us all support the
new president. Dr. Jagan, 1 sincerely hope
that you are inspired to lead our great country on the right course and prove to all
Guyanese-and the world-that you are capable of the trust of the Guyanese people.
Congratulations.
Thank You,
Linden Jacobs
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Student Government Hosts Public Forum-Students Voice Concerns
By Baraka Dorsey
Reporter

Francis Davis, Evening Vice PresidentElect of YSG, organizeda public forum on
November 3 to answer student questions
regarding the status of all clubs, association
and activity fees, and the disputed certification of YSG. Stacie Caven, YSG President-Elect, agreed to substitute the forum for
of their regularly scheduled general
meeting because she wanted to dispel the
various unfounded rumors floating around
the school.
"This forum will be used as an information session to relate to the student body
what the status of their various clubs and last
spring's YSG election is," said Caven before the forum. "We've received much
negative feedback lately. So we thought we
should do something to clear the air."
The forum quickly attracted a large audience of students, faculty, staff, and administration to the Atrium. Among them was
Leo Corbie, Vice-President of Student Development, who was scheduled to address
the crowd.
Caven began the forum with an overview
of the recent events affecting YSG in the
months since elections were held last May.
Then she explained the current problems
facing the clubs.
"All of the clubs should have rooms by
now," explained Caven. "However, because of the fact that we are not currently
certified, we cannot approve any club budgets. Until we are certified, and we should
know one-way-or-the-other what the end
results of the SERC certification committee will be by either today or tomorrow, we
are not allowed to approve any new expen-

ditures."
Afterwards, Caven asked each senatorelect to stand and introduce themselves to
the student body. A brief moment of tension occurred when Christopher Diaz, Senator-Elect and chief opponent of Caven's political party, took the podium. However,
Diaz allayed everyone's fears when, instead
of attacking Caven, he stressed that the students must be united.
"It isn't anyone's fault that the clubs are
suffering so much," said Diaz. "If we're
going to get through this, we've got to do it
together."
Diaz also encouraged the students to demand the refund of their student activity
fees, which had not been spent due to the
fact that YSG-Elect was not yet certified.
"All the students should demand their
activity fees back," argued Diaz. "We
should demand refunds, because the money
was supposed to be used for activities and
we haven't had any. If I were you, I would
be furious at student government and the
administration. We haven't done the jobs
your money is paying for."
As the senators-elect gave their speeches,
the audience grew impatient to have their
say. The time was drawing nearer to the end
of the activity hour, and it seemed as if the
student body would not have the opportunity to voice their concerns.
"It isn't right that they start this meeting
an hour into the two-hour club time and still
try to talk for an hour," fumed Lynda
Sadasey, a Spanish major. "People have
classes to go to. They [YSG] should just
let the students speak. Did they come to
hear us or themselves?"
A few students, determined to be heard,
stood at the microphone that was designated
for the audience's use to address the gov-

ernment.
At this point, Caven asked those students
to sit down until the remainder of the senators-elect had spoken. The students reminded Caven that the forum was running
out of time (approximately ten minutes remained in the activity hour), but students
had not yet been allowed to speak. They
asked that the remaining five senators-elect
who had not spoken yield their time to the
students.
The crowd erupted when Caven responded that she would need to ask the other
senators-elect if they would "allow the
students to speak."
Immediately after her statement, Caven
apologized to the crowd for her poor choice
of words and turned the floor over to the
audience.
The first few students told the senatorselect that, despite the many adversities facing them, they must show leadership and
continue to work until all the problems are
resolved.
Francis Davis, who is also in charge of
YSG Public Relations, then took the offensive and reprimanded the students for their
apparent apathy towards the school and its
problems.
"You don't come out in support, or
against, anything that goes on in this
school," fired Davis. "We, as student government, have a responsibility to serve you,
but you also have a responsibility to yourselves to take the initiative and get involved."
Then, a student named Ewart Bertete
took the floor, and changed the direction of
the forum for the duration.
Bertete, a former senator on YSG, raised
challenge after challenge against Caven and
the rest of Student Government. On a wide

array of issues, Bertete impressed the audience with his knowledge of the various constitutions that the YSG-Elect were, seemingly, only vaguely familiar with. On a few
occasions, Caven had to admit that she did
not know the answers to Bertete's intricate
questions.
One such occasion was when Bertete
asked Caven "By what power can YSG provide scholarships to only a few students
when the vast majority of the student body
was unaware of thescholarships' existence?"
Caven responded that YSG has the power
to allocate student fees any way that they
wish.
"When we were elected, we were given
a mandate," argued Caven. "That mandate
included the power to spend the money
in any way which we see fit."
"You are wrong!" Shouted Bertete. "If
you read the Association by-laws and the
CUNY by-laws, you would see that you cannot just spend the money however you desire. You must first receive approval from
the general student body. This is usually
done through a referendum. You cannot
bypass the constitution."
This type of exchange lasted for the remainder of the forum.
At the end, Vice President Corbie spoke
to the students about how much the administration supports them.
Some students criticized the forum as a
waste of time and energy. Other students
were able to learn something.
"I know they looked a little awkward,
and came off as distant," said Lynda
Sadasey. "But, we're all here to learn. At
least they tried to help the students understand what was going on. Not many of our
leaders do that nowadays."

College Work Study Program
Continues To Face Financial Woes
By Amanda Taylor
Reporter
Last semester York's College Work
Study Program (C.W.S.) faced many financial problems and students' work hours were
cut drastically. This year, C.W.S. is back
to a normal work schedule even though allocated money has not been increased.
Fortunately, students have regained their
right to work twenty hours a week and to
work on holidays. Last year, no students
could work more than ten hours a week or
on holidays. Therefore, the diminished
funds could be stretched throughout the
year.
Next year, students are going to earn less
money in C.W.S. Funds are going to be limited due to the increase of unemployment.
So, more students who receive Financial
Aid are going to C.W.S. for money.
"More students are eligible than we can
support," said Valentina Morgan, C.W.S.
Coordinator. "We realized next year is going to be worse because there is going to be
a bigger group of students eligible for Financial Aid. But there is not enough

money!"
Last year's financial budget could not
cover the whole year. Luckily, our administration heard about the situation and knew
that after April it was going to affect 90
C.W.S. students.
"By April, 90 students out of at least 140
still had money remaining in their budget.
Students saw on a piece of paper what they
had left, but in reality there was no money!"
said Morgan.
These students could not do anything
about this. There was no way for them to
receive their money. So, many students felt
cheated. But the administration came up
with some money to bail C.W.S. out. They
gave Financial Aid money to help bolster
C.W.S. funds. This allowed students to continue working.
"The possibility of the program being cut
altogether was devastating," said Eleanore
Allen-Aniton, student of C.W.S. "Students
who were dependent on C.W.S. for money,
were notified that Financial Aid was going
to fund the rest of the semester. It was the
first time I had ever seen a college step in

and help out a program. We should give
the administration an A+."
Each year the Federal Government allocates a certain amount of money to C.W.S.
Then, it is distributed by the Processing
Agency based on one's educational needs.
Each student is awarded a certain amount
of money. They work on or off campus and
have the option to earn it one semester or
to spread it out. However, students were
earning their money too quickly last year.
Money was low and the Federal Government didn't allocate any more.
At the end of each semester, the Central
Office looks to see how much the students
are earning, and if they are going to earn
all their money by December. These funds
are supposed to last until May. When they
see a shortfall approaching, they issue restrictions so payments can last until the end
of May.
"It not only hit York, but the entire City
University," added Morgan. "This affected
other private colleges too."
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York Social Work Club Sponsors Seminar On Elderly Abuse
By Roy A. Hamilton
Reporter
On November 17, the York College Social Work Club sponsored a forum on Elderly Abuse. It is a problem that has existed
for decades, but has been kept behind closed
doors.
The guest speaker was Ms. Brenda Ford,
Director of Safety Programs at Jamaica Service Program For Older Adults (JSPOA).
Ford held the seminar at York because she
felt the students should be educated on an
important subject such as this and that the
topic of elderly abuse far exceeds book
knowledge.
"I chose to do the seminar because I
thought that there might be an interest on
the part of the students," said Ford.
Ms. Ford started her discussion by first
defining elderly abuse as an act committed
against the will of elderly persons. "Elderly
abuse is something that is not discussed often," said Ford. "Many people side step the
fact that they are abusing someone or are
being abused."
To illustrate her points, Ford showed a
film which featured an elderly lady, Mrs.
Nancy Hansen. In her younger years, she
would occasionally hit her mother across the
face, or squeeze her jaw when she was stubborn. Hansen currently volunteers her time
to a local nursing home in her area and
brings the patients gifts and tells them stories.
"I regret the days when I abused my
mother," said Hansen, with tearful eyes and
a cracking voice.
Experts have noticed that abuse of the
elderly can be in the forms of mental, emo-

tional, or physical abuse. The most latent of
these are both mental and emotional cases.
Elderly people at times feel neglected because they do not get the attention they so
much desire. Many times this neglect comes
into play due to frustration on the part of the
abuser. In venting this frustration, the abuser
often targets the elderly because they are
more vulnerable and are slow to retaliate.
Abuse is a subject not readily discussed
in the home or in society because it is a very
complex topic.
"Who is to say what is abuse or what is
not abuse?" said Ford. "It is about time that
people start talking about it. If they do not,
the situation will only worsen, and eventually it will get out of control."
According to the January '92 issue of
Families in Society, abuse of the elderly has
become more noticeable as a form of domestic violence in the past decade. In 1981,
the Administration on Aging became involved and funded projects on elderly abuse
in various states. A report and survey was
done by an abuse center which concluded
that elderly abuse can be categorized into
several types. Abusers are less likely to be
stressed, as opposed to being troubled and
impaired individuals.
Some of the most serious concerns for
the elderly are lack of adequate housing facilities, financial resources, and vulnerability to crime.
In many instances, physical and psychological abuse occurs in marriages where the
abusers have a case history of mental illness.
The abused elderly tend to be more or less
independent and are often younger, raging
from their mid-fifties to their early sixties.
Material abuse is also another symptom,

such as misuse of financial resources.
"Many abusers have a history of alcoholism and are often financially dependent on
the victimized elderly," said Ford
The college can contribute to this movement against elderly abuse by educating students on the subject. They can also lobby
for the rights of the elderly abused, and give
counsel to the abused individuals and the
care-givers (abusers).
There are programs that are set-up in the
community in order to bring about a solution. The 103, 105, 106, and 113 precincts
conduct seminars for elderly abuse. Future
support groups are part of their long term
objective to bring about a solution.
Some of the key points in Ms. Ford's
seminar was to make people more aware of
the symptoms of abuse and certain preventive methods. She was able to get into the
various forms of abuse and their symptoms.
Some examples of physical abuse include fractures, welts, lacerations, punctures, and burns/scalding at unusual locations of the body. Stained/bloody underclothing and difficulty in walking and/or
sitting are symptoms of sexual abuse.
Psychological or emotional abuse involve symptoms of confusion, excessive
fears, insomnia, or the need for excessive
sleep and a change in appetite.
Inaccuracies, confusion, or no knowledge of resources, unexplained inability to
pay bills, purchase food or personal care
items, disparity between income/assets and
lifestyle are symptoms of financial and material abuse.
"Many times when we think of abuse, we
tend to think that it is outside of the family
circle," said Ford. "But mothers, children,

and spouse(s) are the most common abusers."
If there were more funds allocated toward programs for elderly abuse, a lot more
could be done. But due to the fact that it is
not openly acknowledged within society,
only a limited amount of funds exist.
"We try to elude the fact that elderly
abuse exists," Ford commented. "Many
times abuse is more serious than we think.
One out of every twenty elderly are being
abused and the average victim is about 75
years of age,and are living alone."
These abusers need to be put away. But
police often feel that they do not have sufficient proof to arrest them.
"Lack of education on the part of police
officers concerning abuse can be detrimental," said Chardell Spruell, a case worker at
JSPOA. "Many times police officers ignore the complaint of the abused victim and
categorize it as a form of mental dysfunction. Officers would rather view physical
abuse as a cause for arrest or for protective
order."
Currently there is elderly abuse legislation which coincides with the existing child
abuse law. This law states that the elderly
are not viewed as responsible adults and
important problems are ignored.
In regards to the day's events, Ms. Sonia
Soto, President of the Social Work Club
stated, "(This seminar) was almost a mythical thing. Many elderly who have been
abused do not want to talk about it. This will
open the eyes of many people. Abusers will
think twice before they abuse the elderly."

The Plight Of The Homeless America Enters TheClinton Era
By Renata Jabionska
Reporter
On November 17, the York College Social Work Club sponsored a forum that focused on the increasing lack of housing and
its effects on the homeless.
"There are more than ninety thousands
homeless people in New York City today,"
said Ted Houghton, Assistant Director of
the Advocacy Coalition for the Homeless.
"My organization tries to do both-advocacy
and service- for those who are helplessly lost
in the system."
The Advocacy Coalition for the Homeless was formed in 1980 to fight for the
rights of the homeless. The coalition accomplishes this by providing alcohol and
drug treatment, counseling and training programs.
In the early 1980's, the problem of homelessness seemed to barely exist. In the past,
we associated the homeless with the random
bag lady or chronic alcoholic.
Today, in our declining economy, the
governing system is not prepared to assist
the "middle-class" person who has come
upon hard times.
"It is so easy to become homeless," said
Sonia Soto, President of the Social Work
Club. "You can lose your job, not pay your
"refit fo"f three rnon'fhs, ah'dCall 6f a slidden)

you are on the street."
According to the statistics offered by
Soto, by the year 2000 approximately 19
million Americans will be homeless. These
statistics raise the demands for more action
in regards to the homeless. The lecture established the problems of the homeless, and
the association with the lack of housing.
Unfortunately, many city officials do not
realize the need for more affordable housing. They mistakenly force local agencies
to open up more shelters.
"Each year in New York City, $450 million is spent on emergency shelters instead
of single-family homes or community residencies," said Houghton. "And they are
making shelters so bad that many people end
up on the street again."
Thousands of horrifying stories are associated with shelters. For example, more
than half of the people residing in local shelters for more than two years tested positive
for tuberculosis. At least one-third of the
homeless women in these shelters have been
raped.
"That was a nightmare," said one York
College student, who was a former homeless person. "There were many people in a
small room and I was afraid to sleep. I never
knew when I could be killed for my (pair
of) sneakers."
Continued on page 11.

Jeanette A. Gyles
Political Commentator
The York College population is 65%
women and 90% so-called minorities. The
election of Bill Clinton to the presidency
bodes well for such a population.
President-elect Bill Clinton made many
promises covering a variety of issues that
the media often eclipsed with more sensational copy. Nonetheless, some voters who
cast their vote not against President Bush,
but for the nouveau-Democrat Bill Clinton
did so because they shared his concerns.
The middle class, including college students, felt the sting of a declining economy
before the corporate attorneys got pinkslipped. This category of Americans suffer
the brunt of societal maladies. The same
ailments that received cursory treatment
during this election and during the last
twelve years. Bill Clinton represents a new
order — a cogent analysis and treatment of
social disorder.
Ronald Reagan and his now defunct successor, President Bush, basically unaffected
by societal ailments, either neglected critical issues or addressed them with retrograde
restrictions and three-word, one-syllable
bumper stickers. The abortion gag-rule on
federally funded family planning clinics and

the "Just Say No" to drugs campaign are
prime examples.
The women who these leaders claim to
protect with abortion dictates are further
disabled. Restricting comprehensive
healthcare for indigent women exacerbates
their plight. Nancy Reagan's visceral "Just
Say No" anti-drug campaign also reflects
a superficial approach to a serious problem. The Republicans failed to truly tackle
the drug abuse problem because they ignored its obvious causes: inadequate and
incompetent education and the dearth of
opportunities that arrest self-sufficiency.
During President Bush's tenure this society suffered not from mismanagement,
but no management. He often blames congress for the ineffectiveness of his administration. But Bush himself is equally culpable. President Bush ultimately vetoed
thirty-five congressional bills.
A point in case is the Brady Bill. While
the Brady Bill fails to comprehensively
solve the myriad of problems affecting the
crime rate, it does restrict the procurement
of firearms by criminals. The bill is an effective short-term treatment to a convoluted problem. It marginally provides for
a safer society without circumventing the
rights of individuals to bear arms. The proContinued on page 11.
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York Community Gathers To Enjoy Haitian Cultural Day Festivities
By Fritz Mesadieu
Reporter

Haitian cause.
Jocelyn Badette, President of the Haitian
Club, gave a rousing speech about the club.
On November 17, the Haitian Club pre- "We are the Greatest at York College besented its annual Haitian Cultural Day in cause we intend to reach everybody," said
the York College Atrium. Over one hundred Badette. "But we still are going to be very
students and faculty gathered to enjoy the faithful to our culture."
day's festivities.
Guest speaker James Kim spoke on beJoel Gomez, faculty advisor for the Hai- half of Ambassador-at-large Benjamin
tian Club, began the day's events with an Dupuy, in regards to the Aristide governexplanation of what the "Battle of Vertiere" ment. He described the obstacles imposed
represents for those who are Haitian born.
by the U.S. military government that has
"The battle of Vertiere represents for us dominated Haiti since the ousting of the
Haitians our first day of freedom," said democratically elected President JeanGomez. "In this day, our fathers have given Bertrand Aristide in September of 1991.
their blood for generations and generations."
Kim then urged the audience to pray for
This battle, fought by Haitian hero Jean- the return of President Aristide, and gave an
Jacques Dessalines and his army, was his overview of the current political turmoil in
last. It took place on November 18, 1803 Haiti under the Marc Bazin regime. Bazin
against the French. After his briefhistorica] is currently the Prime Minister of Haiti.
update, Gomez invited the audience to stand
A politically inflammatory poem entitled
up and sing the Haitian National Anthem.
"Rache manti - Plante verite" (Extract lieHe then called for one minute of silence Plant truth) was recited by Reginald Nelson
to pay homage to the memory of James Hall, and Prosper Sylvain. Nelson and Sylvain
Vice-President for Adults Continuing Edu- pointed out in the poem that America did
cation, who was a long-time admirer of the not return the help that it received from

Haiti.
"America! We fought with you for your
independence and you had not given us any
reverence," said Nelson, from the poem.
The audience's response to the show was
very positive. "This show brings a sense of
unity," said Merlyn Mayers, a York College
student from Dominica, West Indies. "It
brings a sense of oneness with the Haitian
as well as the African-American."
After the political speeches, the cultural
aspect of the program took place. The resounding drum of the Haitian rhythm
brought students from all over the college
to the atrium.
One of the most entertaining acts was
"The Gazelles," which is composed of two
girls from Zaire and one from Haiti. They
wore traditional native Haitian costumes,
and performed dances to songs mixed with
elements of rock, gospel and an til lean zouk.
"So far I like what 1 see." said Claudy
Jcan-Baptiste, a York Student. "I am enjoying myself here today because I feel like I
am back home."

The festivities went on with Master of
Ceremonies Carine Ganthier, who announced the performance of four female
dancers. At this point the crowd went crazy
because the girls gave an excellent performance.
In addition, there were some Boukman
Eksperyans songs. Boukman's music, sung
in Creole, is based on ram, Haiti's rhythmically sophisticated countryside carnival
sound.
"This is a sharing event," said Yony
Cantave, Vice President of the Haitian club.
"We want to share our history with other
people."
Towards the end, the spirit of the event
was carried over by the Haitian cuisine,
Creole. People were served an array of Haitian dishes that included "Riz Au Jonjon,"
"Grilk>!," and "Soupe Au Giraumont."
The entire show was an example of how
the Hailian club can accomplish a goal if
enough lime and effort is put into it.

BE CULTURALLY AWARE!!

J-Cap Graduation: AMomentous Day Of Fulfillment And Rebirth
GED, register to vote (if so inclined), and
live independently for a year. Once they
have achieved this, they must also successfully remain a productive and tax paying
On October 24, one hundred and fifty citizen for a year to graduate from the prograduates of the Jamaica Community Ado- gram.
lescent Program (J-CAP), strutted into the
Today, J-CAP is staffed by 100 profesYork College Auditorium to the beat of free- sionals and para-professionals (including
dom from drug addiction and the rediscov- doctors, certified board of education teachery of inner peace of mind and soul. Bol- ers, nurses, psychologists, social workers,
stered by their accomplishments, the blue- counselors and re-entry residents).
robed graduates proudly took their respecThe program is funded by the New York
tive seats.
State Alcohol and Substance Abuse
J-CAP was founded over twenty years Agency.
ago by Thomas White Jr. and the late Morris
Due to the support and recognition JPressman. White, now Executive Director CAP receives from the state agency and the
of the program, was the only person on staff South Jamaica community, the program diwhen it first opened in 1969 as a center that rectors were able to garner support from
provided information on drug awareness. Senator Alton Waldon, recording artist
Since then, J-CAP has evolved into a multi- Melissa Morgan, Senator Ada Smith, and
facet facility within the Jamaica, Queens Councilman Archie Spigner. And most
area. It provides over 2,000 clients a year importantly, the York College Women's
with residential, ambulatory, and outreach Center helped organize the event with Barservices, dealing primarily with the rehabili- bara Swicicki, J-CAP Director of Commutation of drug abuse.
nity Affairs and Tyrone Palmer, J-CAP
According to White, each client in the Deputy Director.
program must go through three challenging
The Honorable Mayor David N. Dinkins
phases before re-entering society. The first was the keynote speaker at the commencetwo phases ~ Induction and Orientation, and ment ceremony. The mayor spoke of his
Main Treatment - usually take ten months personal experience of being raised by a
to a year to complete. During that time, resi- single parent. He said that after his parents
dents are screened to determine which pro- separated, he and his mother migrated from
gram best meets their needs. They then con- New Jersey to Harlem during the deprestinue in a peer group to learn how to express sion.
their feelings.
As a result, the younger Dinkins was
Though the last step is called the "re- labeled the product of a 'broken home,' and
entry phase," it is actually a preparatory his success in life was therefore doubted.
stage before the clients readmittance into But he strived for excellence. Through his
society. At this point the client learns vari- endeavors, he has become the 106th mayor
ous modern vocational skills, and is sent on of New York City.
to either pursue a higher education or emDinkins parallels his struggle to overployment.
come the negative stigma placed upon him
In order to qualify as a potential gradu- during his childhood to the challenge J-CAP
ate, a client must acquire a job, receive their graduates may have to face as they re-enter

By Lisa A. Freeman
Reporter

society.
""' "No one gets anywhere alone," shouted
Dinkins with fervor. "We all have to help
ourselves, but everybody stands on
somebody's shoulders."
Dinkins charged the graduates to lean or
stand on the shoulders of people for help.
He said everybody in the auditorium,
whether they be African-Americans, White,
or Latinos, has stood on the shoulders of
people like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcolm X, Sojourner Truth, and Rosa
Parks. After receiving loud cheers of affirmation from the graduates, he reiterated that
they CAN NOT DO IT ALONE.
Dinkins then rushed off stage to allow
recording artist Melissa Morgan to share her
words of inspiration with the graduates.
"How do you feel?" asked the soft spoken
Morgan when she approached the microphone. She then explained that her latest
single Through the Tears describes the
life of a pregnant teenager who loses hope
and turns to crack. Morgan, however,
pointed out that there is hope because programs like J-CAP exist.
Unexpectedly, Morgan was as inspired
by the J-CAP graduates as they were by her.
"I am inspired now because I have a
brother who is on crack," she said tearfully.
"Maybe this will make a difference to him."
Other special guests inspired by the event
were Senators Al Waldon and Ada Smith.
"In honor of the graduates today, and so
that the J-CAP choir can continue to put
pride in my stride, and a dip in my hip with
their beautiful songs, there will be $2,500
from Al Waldon for the J-CAP choir," exclaimed Waldon, who was especially
aroused by the choir.
Smith, who shared Waldon's delight,
announced that she would also contribute to
the choir next year.
One honored graduate spoke about the

struggle of overcoming cl
"We reject death and chose life," said

Henry Jackson, graduate. "On our road to
recovery we came in touch with these dark
truths [addiction to drugs]."
Living with a drug addiction may be unbearable, but fighting one is even harder.
Andria Bickerdike began the program in
1989 after she was released from prison.
She went through everything as a drug
abuser. She learned the hard way that drugs
had no place in her life. Finally she got on
the right path after her mother pushed her
toward recovery.
"My mother gave me 'tuff love," explained Bickerdike, "She threw me out and
broke all bonds with me until I entered the
program."
Even while she was in the program her
mother continued to mentally support her,
but she would not tolerate her as a drug
abuser.
Bikerdike and her peers leaned on each
other to overcome their addictions while
working to complete the program. During
the ceremony, the graduates recited the JCAP philosophy which reaffirms their bond
and struggles.
"Our lives have a value beyond our expectations when we become aware of our
negativities and strive for change. The key
to success is to be honest with our fellow
brothers and sisters. Where do we live? JCAP. What are we striving for? Happiness.
How do we achieve it? Through each other.
We, the residents of J-CAP have the ability
to leam right from wrong and teach others
right from wrong." — J-CAP Philosophy.
The J-CAP program plans to expand.
Despite it's present success, the organizers
feel that there is alot more to be done.

Support Community Programs
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Spike Lee Revives Malcolm X-Our Living Black Manhood
ByShariff A. AH
Entertainment Editor
Malcolm was our manhood, our living
black manhood. That was his meaning to
his people and in honoring him we honor
the best in ourselves.—From Ossie Davis'
Eulogy for Malcolm X.
This quotation best represents a man who
illustrated the ideals and beliefs of a race that
could not formulate them for itself. The life
of this figure who fought for "Black Nationhood" and Pan-Africanism is presented in
director Spike Lee's powerful Bio-Epic,
Malcolm X.
In three hours and 21 minutes, Lee paints
a picture of a man who undergoes numerous changes within himself. Denzel Washington (Glory, Ricochet) stars as the charismatic Black leader, who evolved from
being a hustler, drug dealer, and prisoner to
a powerful muslim leader, and finally, a
Black nationalist.
The story begins, using background narrative by Washington, with Malcolm Little
in Boston. It is during his zoot suited/hustling days with his friend Shorty, played by
Lee. For most of the film, the story shifts
between his life in the fast lane, and his past
upbringing.
Cinematographer Ernest Dickerson uses
color variance to highlight the emotional
impact of each scene. In flashback,
Dickerson uses gold-toned colors to show
how Malcolm's parents, Earl Little, a native
African-American, and Louise Little, a native of Grenada, West Indies, played respectively by Tommy Hollis and Lonette
McKee, struggled to keep a family together
and survive the hardship of oppression.
Dickerson uses brighter tones to reflect
the excitement of Malcolm's youth and the
lifestyle of Boston. While living in Boston,
Malcolm, with Shorty, hung out in dance
halls, and was romantically involved with
two women. These women, Laura, his Black
girlfriend, played by Theresa Randle, and
Sophia, his white lover, played by Kate
Vernon, brought out two types of personalities in Malcolm.
Malcolm respected Laura, and found her
to be a perfect woman, while he treated
Sophia as his subordinate. His idealogy for
women, particularly those who were white,
came from his father.
Lee then flashes back to Malcolm's past
to show how his father wanted his people
to return to Africa- and in the process steel
the one thing the white man treasured, their
women. Earl Little felt that since the white
man raped and destroyed our women, then
we should retaliate and destroy his women,
his treasure.
Ironically, Malcolm's attack on white
women paralleled his father's. Both felt that
white women were figures that Black men
could take their vengeance on.
Lee uses flashbacks to represent numerous parallels between Malcolm and his father. Both men were ministers and both
were attacked by powers who felt their ideologies conflicted with the general masses.
During this time, Malcolm was also
working as a waiter on the railroad, and was
traveling back and forth to New York City.
When he feels that his life was not taking
any direction, Malcolm makes the decision

Denzel Washington portrays the charismatic black leader, Malcolm X, in Spike
Lee's epic historical drama-Malcolm X.
to stay here.
Lee makes the films tone darker to describe the mystery that is involved when a
person goes to a new location. More shadows are used to accentuate the time period
and show the changes that the character was
undergoing.
Upon his arrival in New York, Malcolm
encounters the local gangster, West
Indian Archie, played by Delroy Lindo.
Archie teaches Malcolm the ways of the
street, how to run numbers, and introduces
him to drugs.
When Malcolm has a disagreement with
Archie, he races back to Boston—and into
the arms of Sophia. Malcolm and his
"friends" decide to rob the local residents
of Roxbury to survive. This plan backfires
and lands him and his partners in prison.
The tone of the film changes from the
warmish feeling of urban Boston to the cold
darkness that envelops a prison. It is while
he is in prison that Malcolm undergoes his
greatest change. His time in prison introduces him to the Nation Of Islam. Malcolm
discovers truths about himself and his
people.
Albert Hall gives a strong performance
as Brother Baines, the prisoner who introduces Malcolm to the ways of Islam, and
sets Malcolm on the path towards righteousness. Brother Baines' messages show the
mistakes of Malcolm's life, and in turn give
the film its spark. The truths that Brother
Baines spoke about, regarding race and religion, brought positive responses from the
audience that I viewed this film with.
Malcolm is told "The first thing a Black
man has to do is respect himself." Malcolm
then aims to discover the truth about the
Black race and himself Malcolm feels that
with knowledge of self the black man can
truly obtain respect.
While in prison, Malcolm begins to write
to Elijah Muhammad, the leader of the
Black movement called The Nation Of Islam. This intense man is portrayed by veteran actor Al Freeman, Jr., who coinciden-

tally, portrayed Malcolm in Roots: The Next
Generation. It is through Elijah's letters of
encouragement that Malcolm welcomes Islam and the teachings of Mr. Muhammad.
Upon Malcolm's release from prison, he
is introduced to his mentor. Elijah, who
realizes the potential of greatness in
Malcolm, begins to fashion a figure-head
that Black people can look up to for guidance. Director Lee then switches the tone
of the film to bring out the excitement of
the public and the charisma that Malcolm
relays to the people.
The film, at this point, switches into high
gear. Denzel Washington's Malcolm is seen
with more strength and passion at this point
of the film. Malcolm, by this time in the
film, adopts the surname of X. He does so
because he feels the Black man has adopted
the white man's name for so long that he
has lost his own identity in the process.
Since the Black race does not know their
true origins, the X symbolized the loss of
self.
Washington clearly portrays Malcolm
clearly as a man who was struggling to better his people, and to introduce them to the
ways of Islam and the good that can come
from it.
In the film, the message that Malcolm
teaches gets out slowly to the people, and,
as with anything, it is not easily embraced.
It shows that many people of the time view
Malcolm as a hate-monger and an idealist.
His messages of Black pride and self-improvement do not sit well with the general
masses, particularly white people.
Malcolm, who struggles to get the truth
across to his people, tries every tactic he
assumes will work effectively. His messages
of white people being called "blue-eyed
devils" and "pale-skinned pigs" excites the
Black masses, while in the process, upsets
the white public.
White America, for the first time, sees a
man who refused to grovel or beg from
them. Malcolm seeks to expose the racism
that is involving the Black people of

America, and feels the Black race should be
treated with dignity and respect.
Surprisingly, there were some white
Americans that accepted the teachings of
Malcolm X, and wanted to help. When they
asked what they could do to help improve
the struggle, Malcolm's response was
"Nothing."
In the process of getting his message
across, Malcolm meets his future wife, Betty
Shabazz, played superbly by Angela Bassett
(Boyz N The Hood, The Jacksons: An
American Dream). Although Lee tries to
underplay the relationship of the couple, it
sometimes comes to the surface and overplays the importance of Malcolm as the public figure.
In one scene, when a member of the Nation Of Islam is injured, Malcolm seeks justice. This pivotal scene changes the focus
of Malcolm. It shows the type of influence
he has over his followers and the responsibility that comes with it.
Around the same time, Malcolm asks
Betty to become his bride, and she accepts.
The film shows Malcolm's position as two
different individuals, but Lee makes the
transition between the two situations seamless.
For about forty-five minutes, Lee bombards the screen with Malcolm's speeches
and public reactions. The average white
American might find this uncomfortable,
but Lee delivers the message without exciting tempers, and by relaying the truth.
Washington, at this point, falls more into
the role as the movie develops. He seems
to enjoy his part more as the high impact
speaker than the hustler/numbers runner in
his early days.
When Malcolm is viewed as "too powerful" by his fellow ministers, Mr.
Muhammad at first defends the good that
Malcolm has done for the Nation Of Islam.
Of course, this does not last for long. When
Malcolm is asked to respond to the assassination of John F. Kennedy, he refers to the
action as "Chickens Coming Home To
Roost." The statement, in short, says that
the evil-doings of white America came back
to haunt them, through the assassination of
Kennedy.
This upsets not only Elijah, but the Nation Of Islam as well. It sets the stage for
Malcolm's departure from this religious
body. These actions also stir a change
within Malcolm, for his views are clouded
by the man who he admired, and by the way
his "religion" deserted him.
When he announces his creation of the
Muslim Mosque, Inc., this further upsets
Elijah, and, in the process, sets the stage for
Malcolm's assassination.
It is at this time that Malcolm makes his
sacred pilgrimage, or hajj, as it is known tc
Muslims, to Mecca. Malcolm hopes, in his
voyage, to discover the true roots of Islam
for himself.
While he is there, Malcolm undergoes
yet another change within himself. His
spiritual and emotional evolution allows
him to see past his ways of bigotry and to
accept people as people, and not as a color.
His trip surprises him with visions of white
Muslims as well as Muslims whose backContinued on page 11
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Entertainment Editor Makes Feature Film Debut As Extra In Malcolm X
By Shariff A. Ali

Entertainment Editor
Many people don't understand the hard
work and time that is put into making a film
look good. However ] was allowed to understand just that when I participated in.the
production of Spike Lee's biographical
drama, "Malcolm X." Spending two weeks
with the cast and crew changed my views
on film making and allowed me to take part
in the most talked about movie of the year.
For me, a typical workday in this film
was not simple. The "call" or the time of
arrival to work was normally 4:00 P.M. The
location for extras was in Harlem, on 142
Street off LenoxAvenue. When I arrived
there for the first time, ] was amazed at the
size of the set, which was located in an armory, and the amount of people that worked
behind the scenes. It was truly not a oneman operation.
When J entered, they asked for basic information - name and address. They also
made me sign mypay vouchers. That way
you will gel paid for the work that you put
in. For non-union performers, the average
pay for an extra was $40. For union performers, the pay was at least doubled.
Then, I was measured for costume,
which for me consisted of long overcoats,
wing-tip shoes, and shirts and ties, with a
fedora. This was the uniform worn by the
members of the Fruit of Islam. 1 portrayed
a member of this group in the move.
Costuming in this movie was a long process that involved many different outfits and
involved many different time periods.
After the wait, 1 then proceeded over to
make-up and hair. For a person who loves
his hair, I had to undergo three different
styles before my hair was cut off com-

Shariff A. Ali, Entertainment Editor, poses with Spike Lee, director of
Malcolm X, during one of those rare breaks on the set of the movie.
pletely. First, it was "conked," or straight- Dickerson came over to tell me how the
ened. Then it was cut short to give me a con- scene will run. "Action!" was called, and
servative look. Finally, it was cut off com- the cameras began to roll.
pletely so it could grow back naturally.
When I heard that word "Action!" I felt
This procedure was required for me to like a different person. I was probably more
not only have the style of the period, but it nervous than excited when we started.
helped me to get more into character.
When the scene ended, I thought it was corBecause of the numerous amount of rect on the first take, but not so. The first
people that was required for a production scene that I was involved in took more than
of this size, the whole process took three to 13 takes and involved about eight to ten
four hours.
hours of shooting time.
To pass the time away, the actors would
It sounds as though it was long, but the
engage in conversation and rehearsal. Por- fun of the shoot, and the interaction with the
traying a member of the F.O.I, required re- other cast members made the time fast. This
hearsals that consisted of constant march- particular scene that was "shot" involved the
ing and proper greetings.
injury of a F.O.I, member, and the subseWhen it was time to go to the set, I trav- quent walk to the hospital.
eled down by bus. Upon my arrival, the
When it was all over, I was hoping that I
PA's, or Production Assistants told me what would be called back, and luckily I was. My
to do and where I should go. This normally next scene involved the 1943 heavyweight
involved a run-through of the days activi- championship win of boxing great Joe
ties and a last minute rehearsal.
Louis, and the crowd that stampeded
After taking my "Mark," or place, direc- through New York to express their feelings
tor Spike Lee and cinematographer Ernest of happiness.
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This scene allowed me to speak to Spike
for the first time. When addressing a celebrity, you always imagine them to be
snobbish or uptight, but that was not the case
with Spike. Although he was under tremendous pressure, he was more humane than his
production assistants, who thought they
were the gods of the movie.
Other scenes that I was involved in included speeches presented by Malcolm X,
portrayed by Denzel Washington, and the
arrival scene of Malcolm's family from
Mecca, which gave me the opportunity to
not only meet Washington, but Angela
Bassett (Boyz N The Hood) who portrayed
Dr. Betty Shabazz.
The actors were more relaxed than I was..
And, fortunately, I had the opportunity to
take photographs and to speak with them.
My last day on the set was sad. When
the scene was over, the times that I spent
there were over as well.
Making a film of this magnitude was a
long and exhausting process. Although I
was fed (not necessarily the best food in the
world), and adequately sheltered (on the
coldest nights of the year), I enjoyed the
movie making procedure. It taught me
many things about patience, goals, and attitude. They can teach you many different
things in school, but certain things can only
be taught in the real world- and sometimes
in the "reel" world as well.
Malcolm X, the man, left an impact upon
me that helped shape me into a more constructive and rational person. "Malcolm X",
the film gave me an experience that will stay
with me for a long time.
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Sandra Maria Estevez And The Power Of The Written Word
By Janelle Rollins
Reporter
As a child, Sandra Maria Esteves was
caught in language limbo. At home, her
Hispanic heritage dictated that she hold on
to Spanish and its rich cultural traditions.
At school, her North-American education
demanded English and rapid assimilation.
This bi-cultural tug-of-war caused the
young Esteves to become a bitter introvert,
momentarily shutting herself off from the
two worlds that were tearing her apart.
As a result, Esteves chose to embrace
both cultures and carve out a destiny of her
own. The Nuyorican (born in New York,
but of Puerto Rican parentage) immersed
herself in the arts. At first, she vented the
frustrations and anger of her bittersweet
childhood in the visual arts. But, eventually she discovered the power of the written word-especially poetry. That discovery has led Sandra Maria Esteves to a lifelong career in writing.
Esteves is now regarded as one of the
first female Nuyoricans to begin writing
primarily in English. On Semptember 30,
she read some of her works at York College. It was a key part of a Womens Writers Seminar that helped kick off Dr.
Josephine D. Davis' Pre-Inaugural Celebration.
"From a very young age, I had decided
that I wanted to become a visual artist,"
Esteves recalled. "I guess, because of the
language difficulty, visual arts was a more
acceptable career choice. I could just draw
and paint beautiful things."
So Esteves had pursued a career in visual arts at Pratt Institute, in Brooklyn. But,
while at the Institiute, she realized that
words could be a valid tool for creative vi-

sualization. She learned to use concepts and
ideas in place of colors and forms. Then, she
began experimenting seriously with words.
The experience, however, that actually
encouraged Esteves to write seriously was
a community poetry reading that she attended at the National Black Theater in
Harlem.
"At that reading, people as young as nine
and as old as ninety read poems," she reminisced. "I was very impressed by the substance of their works, which dealt with the
day to day reality of life in their respective
communities. That was the first poetry I had
ever heard outside of the what is considered
the canon of accepted literature. I went
home and wrote my first eight poems, and
have been writing ever since."
Sandra Maria Esteves was born in 1948,
in the South Bronx, to a Puerto Rican father and a Dominican mother. Esteves'
mother was protective mainly because she
was a single parent. Her mother's
overprotectiveness eventually led to Esteves
being sent off at the age of six to a Catholic
boarding school. Looking back now, she
seemed to have no regrets.
"The six years of Catholic school education had a very direct influence on who I
am today," she confessed.
Prior to boarding school, for the first six
years of her life, Esteves only knew how to
speak Spanish. But at the school they had
forbidden her to continue speaking it. Her
only choice, therefore, was to speak English.
Consequently, she drifted into "language
limbo," as she put it. She said she was confused as to which words belonged to which
language.
"I would literally spend many hours
thinking about words - tasting, savoring and
trying to figure out whether they belonged

to English or Spanish," she reminisced.
By age 25, however, Esteves had deciphered enough words to convince her that
her writing strength was in the English language. The dedication and skill she displayed in her writing caught the attention of
some of her friends, who, through a network,
recommended her to Jesus Papoleto
Melendez, a renowned Puerto Rican poet.
Shortly after becoming acquainted with
Melendez, she started travelling extensively
with him, reading her works in public. That
experience opened up many doors for her.
During that time, not only were there few
Latino women writing in English within the
poetic circles of New York City, but there
was also a need for a Latino voice in its universities. The young Esteves, with her vibrant English verses, was called upon to provide that missing voice.
Reflecting on her call to fame, Esteves
felt that she was "in no way adequate for the
title of poet." Feelings, however, don't always mirror the facts of life. The latter is the
solid foundation on which Esteves' creativity strives. This is aptly reflected in the poem
"Love Affair With A Welfare Hotel", taken
from her third book, Bluestown Mockingbird
Mambo:
A city breeds corruption.
Abundant,
like a dripping faucet,
spilling a payload of drug blood
into gutters where children play,
watching pushers
pushing nightmares into their dreams.
The author referred to this fact-embracing perception as the "instinctive female
approach to life." An approach, quite obviously, that has placed her in the forefront
of the Nuyorican female voices in poetry.

Her poems primarily deal with the present
conditions of life: love, hate, death,
affluency, poverty, and pollution.
"It's easy when people live the wonderful life, and they don't see the devastation,
poverty, and injustice because it's not at
their door step," Esteves bitterly commented.
Yet, the issue that seems most prevalent
in her works is that of the gender problem
within our society. Not only did she defy the
convention of the Nuyorican male-dominated English poetic society, but she has
maintained a champion voice in the
women's liberation movement. Among
other female writers who have influenced
her in this movement are: Julia DeBurgos,
Jessica Hagathorn, and Sonia Sanchez.
Esteves' poems have appeared in over 45
anthologies during the last twenty years.
She has published three collections of her
own works and is in the process of completing a fourth. Her first book, Yerba Buena,
was published in 1980; her second, Tropical Rains: A Bilingual Downpour, was published in 1984, and her third, Bluestown
Mockingbird Mambo was published in
1990.
During a recitation at a seminar to mark
the inauguration of York College president,
Josephine D. Davis, the author read a piece
from her work in progress. Entitled "Bits
And Pieces," the poem's universality
touched a responsive note in almost every
member of the audience.
Although Esteves has appeared at York
College on many occasions, she felt that the
reaction she received from the college community this time was "overwhelmingly positive."

JamaicaArts CenterExhibitExposesTheMyths Of Columbus
By Shawn Jones
Reporter

To celebrate the 500th anniversary of the
voyages of Columbus, The Jamaica Arts
Center, located at 161-04 Jamaica Avenue,
presented
"Rediscoveries:
The
Mythmakers." The exhibi, is open
through December 30-from Tuesdays
through Saturdays 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.
The exhibition features art that invokes
diverse cultural views of various artists who
generously contributed their individual
works. "Tragedy is in our faces as the occasion of the 500 anniversary of Christopher
Columbus' assault on the 'Americas' forces
us to take account of ourselves and our histories," said Betty Kano, curator of the exhibit

American visual artists Rimer Cardillo
and Catalina Parra, originally from Uruguay
and Chile respectively, have works that reflect the political and social thinking characteristics of the Latin-American culture.
During the past twenty years, Cardillo
and Parra have created visual works expressing their feelings about the destruction
of nature, the imperialism of U.S corporations, and the institutionalization of force by
an european white-dominated society.
Cardillo's work invokes a strong concern
over the fate of geographic locations that
preserve their original conditions, while
Parra, who has been using text in her art
since the 60's, addresses repression through
language.
"What is the myth of the American
dream and what is the Native American ,

dream myth?" asked Lloyd E. Oxedine, instructor of the American Indian Community
House Gallery. "And what is truly American? What are the limitations for co-existing and parallel histories, as perceived
through Native American eyes, as well as
other indigenous peoples, and how is it accepted by everyone?"
These questions were discussed when the
exhibition began. Until recently, Native
American people and their culture have been
ignored. This is attributed to denial by the
Anglo-Saxon American society.
However, Native Americans have
struggled and endured throughout the years.
In fact, there are over one million Native
Americans in the United States, with their
numbers growing. The struggles and hardships that the Native American endured are
presented in art form by Joanna Osburn-

Bigfeather, an Apache-Cherokee, and Dana
Williams, a Potawatomi.
The free mind and spirit of African roots
and culture are invoked in the works of
Alison Saar, Sarah McGee, Ben Jones, and
Keith Morrison, all of whom derive from
African ancestry.
"The image born in the collective consciousness of those of African descent, not
the Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria, but the
Middle Passage." said Craddock. "The economic enterprise which was the discovery
cast the African in the role of instrument,
not beneficiary".
The exhibit was made possible in part by
grants from the New York State Council on
the Arts- Museum Program, the New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs, and the
National Endorsement for the Arts.
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Outlook: A "Punch Box" Full Of Brotherly Love And Self-Discovery
By G. A. Watkins
Feature Editor
I was fifteen years old when I received
the last Nick Carter novel in my personal
library on a Friday afternoon. Immediately
afterwards I settled down on the front porch
and buried myself in its gut-thrilling story.
As I perused the tenth or eleventh page, my
brother Stanley came home. As expected,
he found me reading. Of course, much to
my delight, it meant getting to go play my
favorite game.
Throughout the week I had complied
with my brother's rigid timetable of compulsory reading for two hours daily. As a
reward, he would take me on Fridays to play
pool at the most popular Billards Lounge in
the village.
"I've something special for you this afternoon, chap," my brother announced as he
sat beside me. He placed his arms around
my shoulders. "I know you're going to love
it, too."
As much as I dreaded putting down good
old "Nick" on such a wonderful afternoon,
I was also eager to find out what was the
speciality my brother promised to treat me
to. Upon entering the pool room, he walked
straight over to the punch box, inserted a
quarter and punched a few numbers. Then
he turned and looked at me with the most
delightful smile I had ever seen on his handsome face. What could be so special? I
thought, aware of the fact that I literally
knew every song in that old, familiar box.
Then, within seconds, rising like a full
moon that magically illuminates the dark-

est night down to the remotest niche of the
universe, the lyrics, the rythm and the harmony of the most beautiful song I had ever
heard flooded my ears. So imbedded its
message became in my consciousness, that
even to date the following verse still seems
to echo in my mind:
Until the philosophy
Which holds one race superior
And another inferior
Is finally and permanently discredited
And abandoned, everywhere will be war.
"I knew you'd love it," my brother said
confidently as he came over to where I
stood. "His [the singer's] name is Bob
Marley, and the song is calledv War.'"
Brother Stanley could not contain his
own excitement over my falling instantaneously in love with the music of Bob
Marley. After all, he had led me to discover
an indispensable part of my spiritual, as
well as my historical, self.
To further express his satisfaction, he
went downtown the very next day and
bought me my personal copy of the record.
Ever since, the music of this "twentieth-century prophet," as I would later dub him in
my poem "A Tribute To Bob Marley," has
remained a primary source of spiritual light
in my life.
In retrospect, I realized that what I really
loved then, at fifteen years of age, was the
fact that as long as I did what Stanley advised me, he would always treat me nice.
Now, however, as I grow older and the responsibility to provide big brotherly love
and guidance is upon my own shoulders, I
have become fully aware of the true motives

that drive one to dedicate his or her life to
this cause. Its primary objective, as Brother
Stanley has taught me out of love, and hopes
for my future, is to detect early in the
younger ones around us their deeply rooted
desire to become who or whatever they wish
in this world. It then becomes our greatest
joy to set an agenda for, and to lead them
towards, discovering the desired selves
within.
At the beginning of this the Fall semester of '92, the students of English 291 (Introduction to Journalism) at York College
were all sent to the Pandora's Box by their
professor Glenn Lewis. They were to seek
guidance in writing and getting published
in this newspaper three articles as part of the
course requirements.
As one of the editors on the Box, and
after working together with some of these
students for only a few weeks, I was able to
detect certain innate and special qualities in
them. While "whipping up an article just to
get the grades" might well be the sole priority of others, this special group is genuinely concerned with developing to the
maximum limits their potential as young
writers .
The other editors have joined me in nurturing these new reporters. We openly offer them our attentions, guidance - and discipline.
Each day as I make my way towards the
newspaper office, I hope that I would not
find my younger brothers and sisters indulged in any time-wasting, mind-killing, or
self-oppressive activities. Like my brother
Stanley, I, along with my editorial collegues,

have set a rigid agenda for them to follow.
There are numerous enlightening books to
be read, homeworks to be completed, research to be done, or even intellectual conversations to be sustained. Much to our satisfaction, our junior staffers seem to comply with what is expected of them with a
quiet reassurance that one day soon they,
too, would be treated to their own "special
something."
So far none of these outstanding people,
whose brilliant minds have contributed to
filling the pages of the last two issues of the
Pandora's Box, has been found not reading
her Terry McMillan or his Autobiography
of Malcolm X. I, on the other hand, do not
have an old familiar punch box available.
Yet, as I reflect on the wonderful experience
of being around to help show this disciplined group of our youth the way, I am
convinced that I am reliving vicariously
Brother Stanley's joy of guiding me to selfdiscovery.
Thus, to conclude this reflection, I
choose to again reflect, not on myself this
time, but on another great reggae voice
among our people. In his own words,
Freddie McGregor advocates education for
our youngsters as follows:
Teach the youth the truth,
Don't brainwash them,
They need a foundation, long lasting,
Strong like a lion.
Stop the fussing and fighting people;
[It's] A time we all get united.
Submit Outlook
ideas to G. Watkins

Pandora's Poetry Corner
My Heart
In Yours

A Rainy Day
In Fall

By G. A. Watkins
By Miss Tanya M. Hines
A New Play by Bonnie Wright
MOLKSTiTIOB, g i p g jun,

COJjOM

THHW THMCS *E DOW-T HUT TO THIM ABOUT
THSBl THMGS THAT AM R n i DISCDSSEX)
BUT THSEE THIWG3 THAT WILL BBSTHOT ft ritDXT.

Sharing myself with you
would bring
more joy
than even I could imagine.
To share my all and
have all shared with myself.
To wrap you in my arms and
my heart in yours be wrapped.
To sink myself into you and
have sunk your you in me.
To feel passion's heat when
engulfed in passion's ecstacy.
To rest and love life for
living life with you.

Illustration by Jon Qalnm

American Theatre of Actors
314 W. 54th Street
(Between 8th «5- S>th Avenu.es)

TICXSTS $ 1 0 . 0 0

TIO WRES 01K.T

IT THE DOOK $ 1 5 . 0 0

SHOVTIMES: Thursday- Saturday 8pm and Sunday 4pm Sunday 7pm
For Information Call:(212) 993-O070

Let us not be selfish, but
share and have
fair share given.
To share in life and
love and
live within each other's generosity.

I rose
my spirit, my soul elated,
a rainy day in Fall
to the music, the sounds
upon the window pane.
And oh! they came
a pitter-pattering,
the crystal drops
of the singing rain.
The window blinds,
the swinging doors, curtains,
the staring portraits
inside all seemed moving.
Outside, I beheld
the festooned foliage frolicking.
The changing leaves
yellow-green, golden,
yellow, green-brown,
falling,
scattered on the ground
beneath the leafless trees;
the coming of winter's felt.
Of a consolatory sun
the sign is nil,
the roofs above,
the panorama is blurred.
The shadows of high-rises
above this sleepless city
are sparsely casted,
of its mortal dwellers
in the streets that are never deserted,
nought its plumed migrants
on plumeless boughs of residency.
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Although our challenge was not won,
one of our demands was met. In subsequent
student government elections voting machines will be used. To avoid any further
complications, we demand that the actual
Continued from page 2.
College and on the Federal Election Com- voting process be handled by a reputable
and experienced organization such as the
mission.
League
of Woman Voters, or any other inSecondly, the York College Student Govdependent,
reputable, and experienced orernment continues to violate its own constiganization.
tution. "According to Article VI, Section I
What occurred last semester in the YSG
of the constitution, "the office of Vice Presielections
was a total travesty. The demodent may only be occupied by a member that
cratic
principles
which this nation supposhas served on YSG for at least one year.
edly
symbolizes
were not upheld — The
Consequently, the positions filled by Robconcepts
of
"one
man, one vote" and "seert Hudson and Frances Davis, both serving
cret
balloting"
were
allegedly denied to the
their first terms in YSG, should be vacated."
general
student
body.
It is a continued in—Pandora's Box, October 1992
justice
that
this
student
government has
Even though Dr. Davis tried to distance
been
certified.
herself from the election controversy, we see
While the world over is experiencing a
her decision to certify this student governrebirth
of democracy. We, the students of
ment as condoning of their practices. We
York
College,
have (in my opinion) seen the
also believe that her decision was merely
death
of
democracy.
political savvy.

SERC Protest

By dropping all disciplinary charges
against us, Dr. Davis hoped that we would
put this matter to rest. She was wrong! We
will never rest until we achieve justice!

Seize the Time Collective,
Jose Rivas Cinque,
Chairman.
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ESL WRITING CENTER
ROOM 2D07
MQN-THURS 11:00 - & 0 0
FRI 11:00 - 3:00
For ESL students, former
ESL students and students
with second language
backgrounds
Drop In or by Referral
Relaxed, Informal Aimosphere
Contact: L. Raphael
DEPART.lEtiT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES/ESL
EXTENSION:
2442 o r 2-130

YORK COLLEGE ATHLETIC

Pandora s Box
Needs
Advertising Reps
For Spring Semester
Contact Chris or Tanya
262-2529
BANGLADESH STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

MM, wmmmimm mm

WE MEET EVERY
TUESDAY
FROM 12PM TO 2PM
IN ROOM #1BO3.
ALL ARE INVITED.
FOR INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT:
Tomal (718) 457-5851,
Atique (718) 739-5605,
Rana (718) 898-0039
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Continued from page 6.

ground didn't involve a particular color.
Malcolm feels, at this time, the quality of a
person's spirit determines his worth, not the
color of his skin.
Lee presents this with Malcolm's interaction of other Muslims and how he discovers the true meaning of brotherhood and
universal love.
When Malcolm returns to the United
States, he envisions a better future for his
people, and for mankind. Malcolm, or ElHajj Malik El-Shabazz, which was his Muslim name, abandons the teaching of Elijah
and the Nation Of Islam. He realizes the
importance of global unity, and begins to
discuss this topic worldwide to bring his
new message across.
Unfortunately, it all came to an end. On
February 21, 1965, the messenger was silenced. Although the man who sought to
teach the world did not live on, his philosophy did.
Lee, who did tell the complete story, was
, wise enough not to end there. He brings us
to the present, to let the world know about
how Malcolm's philosophy did survive, and
how all Black people fight to keep the dream
alive.
Lee, who was under constant scrutiny
while making this film, presents a man with
a vision, and the work that it took to bring
his vision to life. Although he went over his
initial $28 million budget, it was worth it.
His focus on Malcolm presents a view into
a man that many people did not know about.
Washington has a lock on the character
in the very beginning, and by the middle of
the first hour, goes into overdrive and gives
a tour-de-force performance.
The settings and visuals are stunning, and
all of the major players, particularly Bassett
and Freeman, bring more to their characters than what was probably in the script.
Lee shows how the characters impacted the
ideologies and changes of his hero.
Malcolm X, like Oliver Stone's JFK, has
it's fair share of cameo appearances as well.
It includes comedienne Phyllis Yvonne
Stickney, model Veronica Webb, singers
Miki Howard and Oran "Juice" Jones,
former Black Panther Bobby Seale, and the
Reverend Al Sharpton.
Malcolm X presents America with a subject that has long been overlooked and
avoided. Although one may not gel the true
meaning in a 3 1/2 hour film, Lee gives one
an insight into a great man and the legendary vision he had for his people.
The film ends with Malcolm's famous
phrase "By Any Means Necessary." It is a
statement that not only describes a man's
quest for knowledge, but the process of
making this film.

SUPPORT
BLACK FILMS
AND
BLACK
FILM MAKERS

Continued from page 4.

tracted debate over the Brady Bill served to
postpone any remedy to the immediate
problem-a condition that people in our community know all too-well. Bill Clinton endorsed the Brady Bill.
Bill Clinton is no savior and the variety
of interest groups hoping to benefit from his
tenure will not all be satisfied. What's more,

Pagell

Homeless
Plight

all his proposals will not prove to be feasible. But Bill Clinton brings to the Presidency a parcel of real remedies. These include his education proposals and a longawaited healthcare package. In the short
time after Clinton's election, he has also
stated his opposition to discrimination in the
military on the basis of sexual orientation,
and has given Haitian refugees hope. He has
Continued from page 4.
also promised to repeal the gag-rule.
Bill Clinton gives the people who are far
removed from the White House lawn, down
The lecture's end brought a cry for more
where the grass doesn't grow, reasons to inexpensive housing. Sadly,under the Rebelieve and hope.
publican Administration, the housing assistance program was cut by 75%, and much
of what was left was wasted.
"We could get rid of alcohol and drug
problems among the homeless," concluded
Houghton. "But first we must find them
homes by solving the housing problem."
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WE'VE PUT A NEW SPIN
ON INVESTING WITH TIAA-CREF

A
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TIAA-CREF, our goal has always
been to make your retirement dollars
go farther. Now, they can go as far as
London, Frankfurt or Tokyo—or anywhere
else in the world where financial opportunities seem promising—with our new
CREF Global Equities Account.
THE CREF GLOBAL EQUITIES
ACCOUNT EXPANDS THE HORIZON
FOR RETIREMENT SAVINGS.
The CREF Global Equities Account is
an actively-managed portfolio of both
foreign and domestic stocks selected for
diversity and growth potential. As part of
a wide range of annuity and investment
alternatives already offered by TIAA-CREF,
it can increase your ability to create a more
balanced, well-rounded retirement plan.
While returns may vary over time, the
CREF Global Equities Account is based
on CREF's already-existing strength
and the long-term approach to investing
that has made TIAA-CREF America's
preeminent pension organization.
WHEN IT COMES TO
FOREIGN INVESTING, WE'RE
ON FAMILIAR GROUND.
We've been speaking the language of
foreign investing for nearly twenty years.
That's when we pioneered investing pension
funds on an international level. All those

years of research, market analysis and
cultivation of regional contacts have given
us special insight into the risks and re-wards
of today's global marketplace.
DISCOVER MORE ABOUT OUR
NEW GLOBAL EQUITIES ACCOUNT.
The CREF Global Equities Account is
offered through your TIAA-CREF retirement annuities, subject to the provisions of
your employer's retirement plan. It is automatically available for TIAA-CREF Supplemental Retirement Annuities (SRAs).
To find out more about the CREF
Global Equities Account or TIAA-CREF s
other annuity and investment alternatives,
send for our free brochure. Or call
1 800-842-2776.
You'll find that at TIAA-CREF, our
world revolves around helping you build a
secure and rewarding; future.

r

SEND FOR
OUR FREE BOOKLET
The CREF Global Equities Account—
A World of Opportunity and learn more
about this exciting new CREF Account.
Mail this coupon to: TIAA-CREF,
Dept. QC, 730 Third Avenue, New York,

NY 10017. Or call 1 800-842-2776.
Name (Please pr int)
AMress
City

Ensuring the future
for those who shape it!"

State

Zip Code

Institution (Full name)
Title
TIAA-CREF Part icipanl

Daytime Phone <

)

Ifyej, Social Security #

• Yes • No
CREF certificates are distributed by TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services- For more complete information,
including charges and expenses, call ] 800-342-^7,33,«ext. 5509 for A pcoepectus. &ead,t)ie prospectus pac^ijsilly bejore yo,u»iljv<ejtj5r jl(Vi^jnp^"
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Clubs Wage War OnBasketball Court ToRaise Money ForCharities
By Baraka Dorsey
Reporter

money.
P.E. dominated most of the game with
senior forward, Mark "Buddha Monster"
The Gentlemen of Quality (GQ) Fash- Evans earning MVP status for his game high
ion Club had style, sharp uniforms, and of 39 points, and junior point guard Vincent
beautiful cheerleaders. However, what Cartegena, contributing an impressive 26
they lacked was the ability to defeat the points — 12 of which rained down from
rugged Physical Education (P.E.) Club in Three-Point Heaven.
the annual Big Benefit Basketball Game
"Because Evans was on the varsity team,
organized by GQ on October 29.
he played a good game," argued Cutts.
In what turned out to be a heated court "However, he wasn't a dominating force."
battle, P.E. impressively beat GQ in
When asked about Cartegena's perfordouble-overtime, 82-78, at York College mance, Cutts had nothing but praise and
Gymnasium.
admiration.
"They were always ahead, but not
"He shows good sportsmanship and he
enough to pull away with a commanding played well," said Cutts. "He always parlead - we were always within range," re- ticipates in this event and I can't take anylated Kenny Cutts, President of GQ and or- thing away from him."
ganizer of the event. "They expected a
GQ was able to survive through doubleblow-out, but we gave them a run for their overtime due to the significant perfor-

mances of Milton "Boo" Warren, senior
forward who scored a team high of 23
points, and Cutts, a.k.a. "Smooth," the junior point guard who provided a solid 17
points.
The level of competition has grown
since GQ began this event three years ago.
However, the competition has not been so
intense as to distract any of the participants
from their true objective — to raise money
for two charitable organizations, the Boys
Club of Richmond Hill, and Adults and
Children with Learning Disabilities
(ACLD) of Rockville Centre.
"Every year, we host the benefit basketball game to raise money for various charities," explained Cutts. "We chose ACLD
and the Boy's Club because they are two
charities we are familiar with."
Approximately half of the net proceeds,

estimated to be anywhere from $600 to
$ 1000, went to ACLD. They conducts daily
recreational activities, workshops, and runs
residential facilities for developmentally
disabled adults and children. The game allowed ACLD's members to show their support for an ACLD employee, GQ's junior
forward Alex "Ebony Prince" Crosland,
who scored 6 points that night.
What made this game even more important is that both clubs found a way to hold
the event, despite the student government
certification fiasco that traumatized the operations of all clubs this semester.
"The show must go on," exclaimed
Cutts. "We were able to continue our tradition because of our past successes. We
had our own funds to use. So the student
government mess didn't hold us back."

Jenille's Restaurant and the Bamboo Lounge
(Rated #1 (n Queens by a Leading Food Critic
RESTAURANT (718) 657-8640
LOUNGE (718) 659-9111
; *THE RESTAURANT*
4'.''.." Daiiy Lunch Specials
Mon. To Fri. 11-2p.m.
•Lunch special extended to 4pm for York Students with ID.
Jamaican Menu
Jerk Chicken • Brown Stewed Chicken • Escoveitched Fish
Curry Chicken • Brown Stewed Fish • Steamed Fish
Steak • Stew Beef • Curried Goat • Cow Foot • Oxtail
Pepper Steak • Shrimp • Lobster
SOUP
Beef, Cow Cod, Red Pea, Gugo, Goat Head
CHINESE MENU
Beef with Broccoli
Sweet and Sour Chicken
Chop Suey • Fried Rice • Lo Me in
RESTAURANT HOURS
MONDAY - THRU SATURDAY 11:00 AM -10:00 PM
SUNDAY 1200- 9:00PM
' *
LOUNGE HOUR
HAPPY HOUR: Mon. - Fri. 4:00 - 7:00p.m.
Free Hors D'oeuvres
Satellite Dish On Premises
Sunday - Saturday
12Noon - until

)npon
Would like to' wish each and everyone
a h,appy, healthy, prosperous a n d /
safe heliday season.

