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Now all roads lead to France and heavy is the tread 
Of the living; but the dead returning lightly dance.

Edward Thomas, Roads 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016

100 Years Ago: Wilson Loses Another Cabinet
Member

Secretary  of War  Lindley  M.  Garrison  resigned  100  years  ago  today. When  he  did,  it  was  the
second major resignation within the Wilson cabinet in less than a year; Secretary of State William
Jennings Bryan had stepped down the previous June over differences with President Wilson over
how to respond to the sinking of the Lusitania. Now Garrison was leaving the administration after
Wilson withdrew his support for the secretary of war’s plan for expanding the military. What made
Garrison’s  resignation  so  dramatic—and  public—was  that  the  secretary  and  the  president  had
once been of the same mind on the issue.

Garrison  was  an  advocate  of  the  Continental  Army
Plan, a proposal  that would have expanded what was
still a very small U.S. Army  into a more  ready  force of
nearly halfamillion men. Though Garrison and Wilson
were never personally close—they were too much alike
to  get  along—the  president  backed  his  war  secretary
on  this  issue  in  a  number  of  public  appearances.
Wilson  spoke  to  an  enthusiastic  dinner  crowd  at New
York’s  Biltmore  Hotel  on  4  November  1915  outlining
Garrison's  plan  to  expand  the  Army  by  400,000
incrementally  over  the  next  three  years.  The  Navy
would expand too, the president duly noted. Less than
a month  later Wilson mentioned  the  plan  again  in  his
State  of  the  Union  Address,  explaining  to  Congress
that  the  nation  must  be  made  “ready  to  assert  some
part of its real power promptly and upon a larger scale,
should occasion arise.” 
 
Many  Congressmen  were  skeptical,  so,  facing

opposition, Wilson did what he would do years later when confronted with resistance to the Treaty
of Versailles—he went on  the stump and appealed  to  the American people.  In January 1916 he
traveled throughout the heartland to pitch his administration’s vision for a Continental Army.

By Keith Muchowski

Lindley Garrison (1864–1932)

Follow Roads by Email

Email address... Submit

Support Our Centennial
Efforts Shop at
Amazon.com Here

Search By Cate…   

$17.99   

Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child  Parts I & II (Special …

$7.99 
   (117)

Santana IV

View more products on Amazon.com

Search Amazon Go

▼  2016 (116)

►  April (25)

►  March (31)

▼  February (29)

Recommended: How World War
I Helped Popularize the...

Photos of the Dead

Remembering a Veteran: The
Youngest Doughboy

Elsie and Marie: The Angels of
Pervyse

The Big Three of Germany's
Zeppelin Program

Jean Charlot: Artist and Poet in
the French Heavy ...

Archive

1   More    Next Blog» Create Blog   Sign In

http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-GEUjNoU0FtU/VrZ2bnrmfrI/AAAAAAAAHPU/-h3xuYbSUUA/s1600/Roads_Lindley_Garrison.jpg
http://www.amazon.com/ref=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_logo?tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkID=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QdMUbVOc05afxXDsYCXYkmoAAAFUTrmXnQEAAAFKHhmmUQ/http://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Cursed-Child-Production/dp/1338099132?imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkId=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5&ref_=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_result_1&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Froadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F02%2F100-years-ago-wilson-loses-another.html
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QdMUbVOc05afxXDsYCXYkmoAAAFUTrmXnQEAAAFKHhmmUQ/http://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Cursed-Child-Production/dp/1338099132?imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkId=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5&ref_=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_result_1&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Froadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F02%2F100-years-ago-wilson-loses-another.html
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QdMUbVOc05afxXDsYCXYkmoAAAFUTrmXnQEAAAFKHhmmUQ/http://www.amazon.com/Santana-IV/dp/B01AVMS8KA?imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkId=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5&ref_=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_result_2&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Froadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F02%2F100-years-ago-wilson-loses-another.html
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QdMUbVOc05afxXDsYCXYkmoAAAFUTrmXnQEAAAFKHhmmUQ/http://www.amazon.com/product-reviews/B01AVMS8KA/ref=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_ratings?imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkId=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Froadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F02%2F100-years-ago-wilson-loses-another.html
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QdMUbVOc05afxXDsYCXYkmoAAAFUTrmXnQEAAAFKHhmmUQ/http://www.amazon.com/product-reviews/B01AVMS8KA/ref=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_ratings?imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkId=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Froadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F02%2F100-years-ago-wilson-loses-another.html
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QdMUbVOc05afxXDsYCXYkmoAAAFUTrmXnQEAAAFKHhmmUQ/http://www.amazon.com/Santana-IV/dp/B01AVMS8KA?imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkId=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5&ref_=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_result_2&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Froadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F02%2F100-years-ago-wilson-loses-another.html
http://www.amazon.com/ref=assoc_res_sw_us_dka_cra_c_top_seller?tag=worldwar1com-20&linkCode=w13&linkId=ULPW3JMXMPM6BOI5imprToken=8-eKA-c18LOUZKUvO.dfkA&
javascript:void(0)
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016_04_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016_03_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016_02_01_archive.html
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016/02/recommended-how-world-war-i-helped.html
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016/02/photos-of-dead.html
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016/02/remembering-veteran-youngest-doughboy.html
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016/02/elsie-and-marie-angels-of-pervyse.html
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016/02/the-big-three-of-germanys-zeppelin.html
http://roadstothegreatwar-ww1.blogspot.com/2016/02/jean-charlot-artist-and-poet-in-french.html
https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/next-blog?navBar=true&blogID=2769870738847154628
https://www.blogger.com/home#create
https://www.blogger.com/


4/25/2016 Roads to the Great War: 100 Years Ago: Wilson Loses Another Cabinet Member

http://roadstothegreatwarww1.blogspot.com/2016/02/100yearsagowilsonlosesanother.html 2/4

Opposition was indeed intense. It was an oldfashioned turf war in which the National Guard—and
the Congressional and gubernatorial politicians who supported it—refused to give up state control
over what they saw as their domain. By late January the plan was losing support from many sides.
Major General Leonard Wood—former chief of staff, current commander of the Department of the
East, and onetime Continental Army Plan backer—came out against  it  in a report  to the Adjutant
General. General Wood advocated conscription, not the voluntary reserve system Garrison's plan
would have entailed. The House Military Affairs Committee, chaired by powerful Dixiecrat James
Hay,  was  increasingly  hostile. Many  of  the  48  governors  were  equally  in  opposition  until  finally
Wilson  succumbed  to  the  inevitable and withdrew his  support  in  early February. Garrison  found
this  unacceptable  and  so  had no  choice  but  to  tender  his  resignation. He  stepped down on 10
February and left Washington immediately, taking a train to New York City without uttering a word.
When a mob of reporters met him at Pennsylvania Station at 9:00 p.m. he still had nothing to say.
That  did  not  stop  a  scrum  of  photographers  from  snapping  his  picture. The  political  fallout was
immediate. The New York Times declared Garrison’s departure  “a distinct shock and a complete
surprise.”  Henry  L.  Stimson,  a  past  and  future  secretary  of  war  in  his  own  right,  called  the
resignation a “national calamity.”

The Continental Army Plan never came to fruition, which may well have been for the best. Had it
done so, the White House, Congress, and the Army itself would have had to overcome a number
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Labels: KW edited

of  logistical,  financial,  and  other  obstacles  to  put  the  plan  into  effect.  What  is  more,  Lindley
Garrison,  for all his positive qualities, was not  the man to  lead the U.S. military  into war. He was
an accomplished  lawyer and capable administrator who would  return  to his  lucrative private  law
practice  after  leaving  politics.  Despite  his  dedication  and work  ethic Garrison, was  a  bad  fit  for
Washington’s  political  culture. He  clashed  frequently with  senior military  officers, Congress,  and
even President Wilson himself. Like Wilson, he did not always accept criticism well and often took
it  personally.  Secretary  Garrison's  resignation  100  years  ago  today  exposed  strains  within  the
Wilson Administration which would be even more apparent and tragic when the nation went to war
14 short months later.

Our contributor, Keith Muchowski,  is outstanding blogster, who  looks at American History  from a
New Yorker's  viewpoint.  Visit  Keith's  Blog, The  Strawfoot,    for  more  interesting  insights  on  the
history of the First World War.

+1   Recommend this on Google

5 comments:

theamazingbirdcollection February 10, 2016 at 5:05 AM

Another  fascinating  link  to  understanding  history!  I've  just  finished  a  manuscript  in  which  I  edited  my
grandparents'  letters during WW I. My grandfather was a captain  in the National Guard, and his brother at
home was chairman of  the draft board.  I  read  that  the  local draft boards were established because  in  the
Civil War, the officers who delivered draft notices were often beat up (or worse). My great uncle wrote that
after serving notices they lost a lot of lifelong friends.

Reply

Anonymous February 10, 2016 at 6:03 AM

Margaret, indeed the WW1 draft boards were set up along civilian lines with local control to avoid a repeat
of the rioting that had occurred during the Civil War. 

I can't wait to read the book of letters you are editing.

Keith

Reply

beedub February 10, 2016 at 9:23 AM

how  can  this  article  say  the  plans  failure was  for  the  good  since  only  a  year  or  so  later  the  country was
scrambling to put together a national army for overseas duty; as we have seen with the end of each major
conflict  in USA history  the military  is  substantially  reduced and not  ready  for  the next  conflict    especially
qualified noncoms and young officers.

Reply

Unknown February 10, 2016 at 10:16 AM

Without the Mexican crisis, showing the states and everyone else where the glaring problems were with the
Guard  would  have  been  impossible.  And  that  was  just  a  month  away.  But,  too,  Wilson's  reelection
campaign would have suffered because his "he kept us out of the war" slogan would have rung somewhat
hollow with a draft getting started.

Reply

bill o'neill February 10, 2016 at 11:28 AM

Very good article. Though I am not an admirer of Wilson, given the overwhelming opposition to the plan, he
bowed  to  the  inevitable  and  shelved  the  plan.  The  Mexico  intervention  provided  some  training  to  the
National Guard, but entering the war against Germany the nation was woefully unprepared. Virtually every
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problem with mobilization had plagued the British and French. The Continental Plan would have been in its
most  rudimentary  form. They  lacked heavy  guns,  experienced officers  and NCOs,  no  rifles,  uniforms etc.
Wilson was also involved in his reelection campaign and an increase of the army and navy would appear he
was contemplating entering the war, not a good message when he kept us out of war was a cornerstone of
his campaign
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