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Private colleges can partner to solve issues
One of the discussions around accessibility, cost, and
quality in higher education revolves about private colleges and universities. Are they for rich kids only? Do
they graduate students at a higher rate than do public
institutions? Are they more efficient at managing their
money? Can they save taxpayers money? And, more
importantly, is there a place for them in the future of
higher education? These and other questions have been
around for a while and a study recently published on
these issues provides us with some of the answers.
These and other questions are particularly relevant,
especially in states that face significant expected enrollment growth, such as those in the southwest U.S., or
in states like New York where the issue of the private
colleges and universities accommodating increasing
enrollments is an important one.
According to this new study, private non-doctoral
(PND) non-profit colleges and universities (providing
mostly bachelor’s degrees) deliver benefits at a far
lower per-degree cost to states (mainly costs for state
grant aid provided to their students) than the cost
of supporting students and institutions in the public
sector. States, the report concludes, should consider a
better use of these institutions in their quest to increase
bachelor degree production.
The study, titled “Utilizing Independent Colleges and
Universities to Fulfill States’ College Degree Attainment
Goals,” was authored by William Zumeta, professor of
public policy and higher education at the University
of Washington in Seattle and Nick Huntington-Klein,
an assistant professor of economics at California State
University,
Fullerton. The report was published by the Council

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
of Independent Colleges, an association of 765 nonprofit independent colleges and universities and higher
education affiliates and organizations that has worked
since 1956 to support college and university leadership,
advance institutional excellence, and enhance public
understanding of private higher education’s contributions to society.
To put things in context, there are more than 7,000
four-year nonprofit PNDs in the United States, serving
about 1.6 million students and awarding nearly 150,000
degrees annually, mostly bachelor’s degrees. Their
impact is significant.
The report shows that PNDs graduate students at
higher rates – and significantly earlier – than do public
institutions that enroll similar types of students. These
advantages apply to students from all demographic
groups. The study reported that “PND colleges and
universities are significantly more successful in retaining students who indicate in their first year that they are
interested in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) or health major and progress to completion
of a bachelor’s degree in one of those fields.” These
authors call this “The PND Advantage.”
The study found that “private colleges and universities outperformed their public-sector comparison group
by substantial margins in both four-year and six-year
graduation rates. The PND advantage was large and
statistically significant for all students combined, for

each gender, and for the four racial/ethnic groups.”
The study also reported that PND colleges and universities outperformed the comparison group in the
number of enrolled student years required to produce
degrees, “which reflects dropout rates and time-to-degree among graduates.”
And because of the increasing importance of the
cost of college to students, parents, and policymakers, the study also compared the private and public
sectors on various dimensions of cost and found that
PND colleges and universities collect substantially
more tuition revenue per degree awarded than public
institutions, after taking account of tuition discounts
and institutionally provided aid. “This is because
the private colleges and universities do not receive
significant appropriations of state tax funds, although
federal funding (mostly student aid) to the two sectors
is similar,” the study’s authors wrote.
Further, once all the real resource costs were calculated per degree and the “opportunity costs” of additional time out of the labor market for public sector
students (who average a longer time in college) were
included, the study concluded that each bachelor’s
degree in the PND sector costs society about $89,000,
compared with more than $115,000 at similar public
institutions. Without the opportunity costs included,
greater degree production efficiency gives the PND
colleges and universities an edge in societal costs per
degree of $63,231, compared with $68,963 for public
ones.
The PND colleges and universities were also found
to have a substantial advantage over their matched
public counterparts in terms of costs borne by state

and federal taxpayers. They also outperformed their
public-sector comparison group by substantial margins in both four-year and six-year graduation rates.
PNDs also have a cost advantage in both student aid
and institutional appropriations provided by states.
As the study asserts, “nearly all states already have
on the books one or more student aid (or “state scholarship”) programs for which state resident students
enrolling in accredited, private nonprofit colleges
and universities are eligible.” Thus, state policy has
already institutionalized the idea of subsidizing some
student choice through student aid.
Does all this mean that we should stop funding public higher education and give the taxpayer’s money
to private colleges and universities? Not at all. Public
education provides opportunities to lower-income
students and those living in more rural areas. What
this report means is that when developing state and
federal policies for state and federally funded institutions, the role of private colleges and universities
should not be ignored, and that with appropriate
funding public institutions will be able to follow the
example of private ones by providing smaller class
sizes and increased opportunities to students.
Higher education suffers from many problems.
PNDs can be part of the solution as long as we never
forget that the major problem facing public colleges
and universities is the lack of appropriate financial
state support.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor
with leadership experience in higher education. He can be
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net

Poshard steps down from
post at Morthland College
WEST FRANKFORT (AP) —
Former congressman and Southern
Illinois University president Glenn
Poshard has resigned as president
of a private Christian liberal arts
college after just more than 2 months
on the job.
The
(Carbondale)
Southern
Illinoisan reports Poshard resigned
from Morthland College in West
Frankfort in an April 26 letter, effective immediately.
Poshard says there were "serious

issues — both personnel and financial — of which I was not notified when I began as president."
But school marketing director Leigh
Caldwell says Poshard told the college he "resigned for health reasons."
She says the college's founder Tim
Morthland will return as president.
Finals are next week at the 450-student student school, which opened
in 2011. Caldwell says the school
is "finishing out the semester and
things are fine."

CITY
Continued from Page 1
The Finance Committee examines the books and accounts of all City officers, looks at the books and papers belonging to the office of the City Clerk
and City Treasurer to make sure they are secure from loss or injury, and sees
past records of any value or any historical value are placed and secure, etc.
The committee meets every other Thursday, prior to ACS, beginning next
week. This meeting is also open to the public and takes place in the Governor
Edwards Conference Room at City Hall.
The last committee is the Public Services Committee, and as proposed, will
be chaired by alderman Barb Stamer and include members Louer and Burns.
This committee meets every other Tuesday, beginning this week. The meetings take place at City Hall in the Governor Edwards Conference Room.
Alderman Craig Louer made the motion to approve the proposed committees, seconded by alderman Art Risavy. The motion passed unanimously.
All committee meetings begin this week and are open to the public. For
more information about upcoming committee meetings or agendas, visit the
city’s website at www.cityofedwardsville.com.

VILLAGE
Continued from Page 1
Clark will be replacing Garcia, who did not seek re-election.
Guy will be replacing the seat vacated by Short’s move to mayor
He has recently served as a Collinsville Township trustee since 2013, but
resigned from the position upon his election to the village board.
“I want to thank the board for what it has done over the years and thank
the voters for having confidence in me,” Guy said. “Maryville has grown 50
to 60 percent in the last 10 years and I’m here to grow with you.”
He said he always appreciated the support he received from the village
board during his term as a township trustee.
“We had to make some tough decisions and I always felt the support from
the Maryville board,” he said. “I always knew the board had my back.”
Trustee Ed Kostyshock welcomed the new trustees to the board.
“I know Craig and the new trustees are going to do a great job,” he said.
“We have a lot going on and we will continue to work to make Maryville one
of the best towns in Illinois. If you need anything, please don’t hesitate to ask.”

LAWSUIT
Continued from Page 1
The suit was filed by attorney Michael Hertz, of the Edwardsville firm
Lucco, Brown,Threlkeld & Dawson.
It claims that Bowles was negligent for allegedly:
• failing to reduce speed to avoid an accident;
• failing to report an accident to police;
• leaving the scene of an accident;
• leaving the scene of an accident and leaving a substantial amount of oil
from her vehicle on the roadway
Kuba, the cyclist who suffered the broken collar bone, allegedly underwent
extensive medical treatment and rehabilitation, endured pain and suffering,
and incurred medical bills and bills for property damage.
In addition to their injuries, Archer and Mueller allegedly endured pain
and suffering and incurred bills for property damage.
The three men are seeking in excess of $50,000.

STUDENTS
Continued from Page 1
Lucy Wisnasky said, “it was a lot of work” while Vincent Bishop said, “I
liked it. It was pretty hard.”
Spokesperson Christy Schaper said in an email Classical Conversations is
comprised of homeschooling families from around the world with programs
available from kindergarten through high school graduation.
Learning is done in the classical method.
“Classical Conversations supports homeschooling parents by cultivating
the love of learning through a Christian worldview in fellowship with other
families,” Schaper wrote in the email.
For more information on Classical Conversations, visit www.classicalconversations.com or email mwisnasky@classicalconversations.com.
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Adding some color
J.J. Bullard, mom Angie Bullard and Summer Dalashmit decorate kits Saturday at Glik Park as part of the Edwardsville Parks
and Recreation Department's Flying 4 Kids event. Each child attending the event received a free kite.

Power of the Purse raises $19,000
United Way conducts
annual fundraiser on
N.O. Nelson Campus
For the Intelligencer
United Way of Greater St. Louis –
Southwest Illinois Division’s third
annual Power of the Purse event
raised $18,926 to help local people. The event, held on Thursday,
April 27 at the Lewis and Clark
Community College – N.O. Nelson
Campus, included both a silent and
live auction featuring handbags,
scarves, jewelry, and accessories.
“The third annual Power of
the Purse was a tremendous success, thanks to the generosity of
about 200 women in attendance.
Evenings like this remind me of
the remarkable power of convening
women together, especially for a
great cause, and I am honored to
have led the charge this year,” said
Lisa Hayes, Power of the Purse
Committee volunteer chair and
BDS contracts and pricing trainer
for Boeing.
Nearly 100 items were auctioned off at the event, including
15 designer handbags in the live
auction, modeled by several wellknown local men. The evening’s
models include
“United Way is so grateful for
our sponsors, our volunteer committee members and to all of the
attendees and auction winners for
their time and support to make
this another fantastic event,”
said Maura Wuellner, director of
United Way of Greater St. Louis –
Southwest Illinois Division. “The
Riverbend community has always
been incredibly supportive of
United Way in our efforts to help
local people, and the success of the
Power of Purse for a third year is a
great example of this.”
Models for the event were: Rob
Schwartz, Al Womack, Joel Gibson,
Aaron Womack, Steve Nolan, Ryan
Hoefert, John Keller, Mark Von

For the Intelligencer

Power of the Purse guests browse some of the items that were auctioned off at the United
Way fundraiser.
Nida, Baeden Jones, Ben Goetten,
Walt Williams, JR Gordon, Jeff
Lauritzen, John Cunningham and
Dr. JR Keller
Event
sponsors
include
Bella Milano; TheBANK of
Edwardsville; Cope Plastics, Inc.;
Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery;
Heyl Royster Women’s Forum; 1st

MidAmerica Credit Union; Olin
Brass (Global Brass & Copper);
Mathis, Marifian & Richter; DNP
Rooterman Plumbing; Carrollton
Bank; Simmons Hanly Conroy; and
Jersey State Bank.
Last year’s event raised $18,669.
All proceeds from Power of the
Purse will go to United Way’s

annual fundraising campaign,
which supports 38 local health and
human service agencies in the community. United Way of Greater St.
Louis’ Southwest Illinois Division
and its partner agencies help more
than 200,000 people each year in
Madison, Macoupin, Greene, Jersey
and Calhoun counties.

