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Meddling goes on in higher education
On February 16, the Justice
Department issued a detailed indictment of 13 Russians and three Russian
companies that worked since 2014 in
subverting the 2016 U.S. elections.
According to the indictment filed by
the office of special counsel Robert S.
Muller III, these foreign agents developed a sophisticated network aimed at
supporting the Trump campaign, especially in battleground states.
These agents, who worked from an
office in St. Petersburg, Russia, stole
the identities of American citizens,
posed as political activists, and stirred
debate on politically sensitive issues
such as immigration, religion, and race,
all in an attempt to favor the Trump
campaign.
Further, the Russians were in contact
with “unwitting individuals associated
with the Trump campaign,” according
to court documents. In a more general
framework, these Russians conspirators wanted “to promote discord in the
United States and undermine public
confidence in democracy,” said Rod J.
Rosenstein, the deputy attorney general overseeing the inquiry.
Although this indictment is not surprising since for years the 17 U.S. intelligence agencies have been saying that
the Russians have been meddling in
our political system, this is an official
confirmation that such is the case and
not just “fake news.” As also reported by intelligence agencies in other
countries, particularly those in Europe,
the Russians have carried out similar
actions elsewhere in order to serve the
global political ambitions of their country by creating instability that weakens
democratic political institutions.
But what may surprise many is that
these types of Russian actions are not
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just targeted at democracy as a political
system; they have also gone after our
universities.
In an article recently published in the
journal, Strategic Studies Quarterly,
its author, Lt. Col. Jarred Prier, of the
United States Air Force, reveals that
the Russian Internet bots had another
target in the fall of 2015: The University
of Missouri.
Internet bots, or simply bots (short
for robots), are software programs that
run automated tasks that repeat themselves through what is called web “spidering” or “crawling” in which a script
makes, analyzes and files information
from web servers at high speed. This
allows for information to be spread
very rapidly throughout social media
and Internet sites, giving the impression that many people are engaged in
the “conversation” and, thus, adding to
the false belief that the information in
question is true.
As sinister as it sounds, today more
than half of all web traffic is made up
of bots for purely commercial purposes
or by people who pay companies to
increase their Internet profile, so all
Internet has been exposed to them.
In the case of the University of
Missouri (“Mizzou”), a lot of the racial
anger and confusion surrounding incidents on campus in 2015, was manufactured, at least in part, by a disinformation campaign from Russia. According
to Prier’s article, the bots created false
impressions about some threats against

black students and faculty members
at the university, which resulted in
some campus leaders calling for people to stay home and many students to
say that they were terrified. The false
reports also contributed to a negative
image of the university regarding its
support for minority students. This is
an image that the university in trying
to counter to this day.
What made the Russian meddling so
slick in this case was that the Russian
bots
avoided detection, in part,
because the hashtag #PrayforMizzou
was used by real people who were
at the university or were concerned
about it, as well as by those forwarding
the bot-created tweets.
According to the journal article,
one of the false news items that was
quickly picked up and circulated came
from Russian bots. The tweets from
this bot said that local police officers
were marching with Ku Klux Klan
members on or near campus, representing, thus, a serious threat to black
students and faculty. The tweet said
that the supposed author’s younger
brother had been beaten up by police
officers, and the tweet was accompanied by a photo of a black child
who looked as if he had just been
beaten up. The picture was actually of
an incident that had occurred a year
earlier in Ohio. People immediately
started retweeting the story, using the
#PrayforMizzou hashtag.
If at the time of the incidents you
would have done a Google search for
“bruised black child,” one of the first
images that would pop up would had
been the Ohio picture, as well as the
false story about Mizzou. Needless to
say, this false information inflamed
campus racial tensions even fur-

ther. Black students, supported by
the football team, protested, and the
University of Missouri System’s president – the target of some of the protests – resigned.
Since Mizzou is not alone among
the campuses with racial incidents that
extremist rightwing groups have targeted, we can expect more of these cyberattacks to occur in the years to come.
You may ask that since this is a
human technology, why can’t we
counter these bots with technology?
It is not that easy. “You can design a
strategy of dispersing bots that evade
the algorithms Twitter designed to
catch bot tweeting, mainly because
the Mizzou hashtag was being used
outside of that attack. The narrative
was set as the trend was hijacked, and
the hoax was underway,” wrote Prier
in his article.
The question now is, how can U.S.
colleges and universities prepare not
to be hacked by ill-intended bots?
First, these institutions need to be
more proactive in their information
strategies, not just reactive, because
by the time a misinformation crisis
occurs, it may be too late to respond.
Second, the top officials at these institutions need to come forward quickly,
openly, and with authenticity to present the facts.
We should never underestimate
the public appetite for bad, shocking news, as well as how vulnerable
humans are to false news. After all, it
is far easier to believe than to know.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and
college professor with leadership experience in higher education. He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

Prescribed burn planned at Watershed
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While in past years the service has stretched
over a nine-week period, this year it was shortened to four following news from EITC that
they would be discontinuing their service to
Edwardsville following the retirement of a
long-time site coordinator.
As a result of that retirement, volunteers who
had helped at Edwardsville in past years decided to drop out this year or help at other libraries, Schardt says.
Glen Carbon’s Centennial Library also lost
services from EITC.
Schardt decided to begin looking for volunteers who would agree to undergo the necessary
training that would allow them to step in and
fill the vacancies and keep the program going.
She reached out on Facebook and found “a
really great person” to serve with her as the cosite coordinator. Then she called the Accounting
Department at SIUE, which urged her to contact
the department chair, Dr. Brad Reed.
Before long, Reed had emailed her back with
the names of five students who expressed a
willingness to help.
“Without those students we would never be
able to do this,” Schardt said.
Gateway EITC came out to the library and
conducted a training session for the hopefuls
using material from the IRS’s Voluntary Income
Tax Assistance Program. “Then we all had to
study by ourselves and take the advanced preparer test, so we all have the same certifications as any other year,” Schardt said. “It’s just
that we had to come up with people at the last
minute, which is why we only have four weeks
instead of nine.”
Several of them have their certification
already, with the others expected to follow soon.
Schardt, who is EPL’s business accountant, has
received the training and certification as well.
She said that requiring those seeking tax help
to sign up for appointments has been necessary
to allow her to match them up with volunteers on
Saturday mornings.
Last year the free tax assistance program to
qualifying individuals helped about 200 people
in Edwardsville. According to the EITC website,
the agency’s mission is “to strengthen the financial security of low to moderate income families
by providing free tax preparation and supportive
services to promote the use of tax refunds for saving and asset building.”
The estimated total savings overall from preparer fees alone was $2.5 million. According to the
website, the program began in 2003. Since then
they have filed more than 80,000 federal returns
worth more than $90 million in refunds, according to the site.
The program in Edwardsville is also open to
residents in Glen Carbon and surrounding communities, if they qualify.
Schardt said that certifying the new volunteers has allowed EITC to continue to offer a
valuable service to the community. “I think it’s
important, and I just didn’t want to lose it,” she
said. “We’re going to try to be open more weeks
next year and we’re going to be proactive and
start earlier in the year.”

The Watershed Nature
Center’s next prescribed
burn, will be this March,
weather and other conditions permitting. Prescribed burns are led by
certified experts. Watershed is partnering with
the Restoration Ecology

program at Lewis and
Clark Community College. The burn will be led
by professor of Restoration Ecology, Scott Moss,
and Tom Doyle, Restoration Director for the
Watershed Nature Center.
This will be a tremendous
investment in our local
ecology with the potential
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“We have classroom settings
with our chief (Jay Keeven) about
leadership. We go on trips and
do the high and low ropes course
in Carlinville, Illinois – that does
team-building. We do the escape
rooms where teams have to work
together to get out. We do an ultimate challenge at the end of the
two weeks – the kids have to work
in teams to win a prize,” Arendell
said. “We’re (also) going to go on
field trips…we do a couple of trips
on the bus, and then every year we
visit a museum of some sort.”
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At each of those visits
Felt’s family members
allegedly made a point of
asking Zenker to examine
swelling on the minor’s
left buttock. Furthermore,
the suit alleges, Zenker
“had an opportunity to,
and did in fact examine
Felt during each visit,
including abdominal palpitations and cardio-pulmonary examinations.”
On Aug. 3, 2012, Felt

Given the age limits of participants, Arendell said there are a few
more openings in this year’s academy.
“We have kids coming back year
after year – same kids because they
love it so much. But this year, we are
losing seven to eight kids because
they aged out, because they’ve been
coming for years. So there’s a lot of
openings,” he said.
At the end of the academy, on Friday, June 15, academy participants,
will be having a banquet at Raging
Rivers in Grafton, where the kids
will receive awards for various categories.
Arendell said every year, there
is a different guest speaker at the
event. This year, Rich Grogan, of
Grogan’s Academy of Martial Arts

was taken to St. Louis
Children’s Hospital with a
persistent fever and swelling of his left buttock,
according to the suit. The
swelling, according to the
suit, was diagnosed as a
slow growing malignant
germ cell tumor.
“As a result of the delay
in diagnosis and treatment
of the germ cell tumor,
Jentzen was required
to undergo aggressive
chemotherapy,” the suit
maintains. “Surgery could
not be performed at that
time because the tumor
had grown so large as

VILLAGE
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“The new machine is less invasive
on soft ground, residents’ property,
and runs on tracks. It would used
by the Water Department for a wide
variety of jobs,” he said.
The machine would be purchased from Bobcat of St. Louis for
$57,675.18.
Trustee Rod Schmidt said the
equipment purchase was in the

for increases in biodiversity and habitat quality.
There will be a photographer and videographer
on site to capture the event
and we will be restricting
access to trails for safety.
If you are interested in
observing, access to the
park will be limited to the
Welcome Center. The burn

in Edwardsville, will be featured.
Arendell said whether you’re
new to the program or returning,
the kids seem to really take the
lessons seriously and enjoy the
activities.
“Believe it or not, they like the
discipline they learn from the program. They get marched around at
times and have to keep the facilities
clean and orderly and all of them get
something out of it,” Arendell said.
“I’m (also) hoping to get a new generation of kids that come through.”
To sign up for the EPD’s Youth
Academy, contact Officer Arendell
at 618-972-8795 or via email at jarendell@cityofedwardsville.com.
To learn more about the youth
academy, visit the city’s website at
www.cityofedwardsville.com.

to intertwine with major
arteries and nerves.”
The suit alleges that the
chemotherapy left Felt
with several side effects,
hearing loss and “an
increased risk of future
medical
complications
that will require continuous monitoring into the
future.”
On Feb. 15, the defense
filed for a directed verdict
on the causation regarding Felt’s claim of hearing
loss.
The plaintiffs, according to that motion, failed
to establish that Zenker

budget and was lower than the budgeted amount for the purchase.
Trustee Ed Kostyshock said the
purchase price is the lowest of five
bids.
Mayor Craig Short said the attachments for the equipment, which the
village already owns, can be fitted
to the new machine.
“This machine will be used
solely by the Water Department,”
Short said. “The other machine
will be used to only break up concrete.”
Hoffmann explained that the
other compact loader utilized by the

will take place in the afternoon on March 2, 2018 with a few rain dates for
inclement weather. It will
have a positive impact on
the health of our native
Illinois habitats, focusing
on the prairie areas.
For more information
contact Watershed Nature
Center, 618-692-7578.’

“had deviated from the
applicable standard of
care and that the deviation
proximately caused injury
to (Felt).”
During the trial, several
medical doctors testified
on behalf of the plaintiff.
The motion maintains that
none of them testified that
the child’s hearing loss
was caused by the alleged
delay in diagnosis of the
germ cell tumor.
Jurors returned to the
courtroom at 2:41 p.m
.with a verdict in favor.
Zenker and Alton MultiSpecialists.

Street Department will only be used
for breaking up concrete.
“We are not going to use the new
machine for breaking concrete,”
Hoffmann said. “It puts a lot of
stress on the machine because of
vibration. The new machine will not
be used for that purpose.”
Trustees unanimously approved
the purchase.
In other news, Trustees approved
an expenditure of $91,130 for the
water main replacement at Sunrise
Drive.
The contract was awarded to
Haier Plumbing and Heating.

MiddleTown Records planning open house in Troy
For the Intelligencer
MiddleTown Studios is
expanding and launching
a new Audio Production
division that will be called
MiddleTown Records. To celebrate the launch, MiddleTown
will be hosting an open house
on Thursday, March 8th, 2018
at their brand new recording

studio located at 303 S. Main
St. Troy, IL.
MiddleTown Records is a
full service recording facility complete with a 30ft x
12ft live room, (large enough
to accommodate a full band
or choir), an isolation room
for solo vocal or instrumental performances, a state of
the art control room, and a

comfortable lounge area. Just
a few of the audio services
offered at the new facility will
include music recording and
production, voice over work,
audiobooks and duplication
services, all at a competitive
rate and with unmatched service.
The idea of MiddleTown
Records began in 2008 when

founder and CEO Roy Wells
converted part of his garage
into a recording space. His
goal was to use his 30 plus
years of music experience
to help singer- songwriters
develop their sound and produce their music.
The addition of local SIUE
graduate Amy Hunt (Music
Business) and certified engi-

neer Kyle Lener (Pro tools)
to manage the new division,
MiddleTown Records looks to
become the premier recording studio in the Metro East.
“For more information visit
w w w. m i d d l e t o w n s t u d i o s .
com or visit MiddleTown
Records on facebook at
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
Middletownrecords.

