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Higher education and immigration
In the latest scandal-du-jour
of the Trump administration,
the policy of separating children
from their parents at the border
with Mexico has brought widespread condemnation not only
across the political spectrum but
also across society. Religious,
business, and civic leaders
have also raised their voices
and the Trump Administration
backed down from this policy,
although it is not clear what it is
going to happen to the children
who have already been separated from their families and
dispersed across the country.
But how has higher education
responded to this crisis? In
many interesting ways.
In unusual responses, leaders
of both private and public institutions across the nation have
spoken out forcefully against
this policy. Take, for example,
the case of Ana Mari Cauce,
president of the University
of Washington. She took the
extraordinary step of publishing
on the Internet home page of her
institution an open letter titled
“Separating children from their
families is cruel: The evidence
is clear,” in which she called the
policy “cruel and inhumane.”
She is in the privileged position of being a clinical pediatric
psychologist and is therefore
knowledgeable of the scientific
studies that show that separating families causes lifelong
health damage.
The reasons why Cauce’s letter is extraordinary are many.
Leaders of institutions of higher
education typically avoid entangling themselves in political
controversies because they do
not want to alienate donors who
have different political views.
This, of course, is particularly
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true when dealing with wealthy
supporters that tend to lean
conservative. It is even more
impressive when these words
came from the leader of a public
institution that receives funding
from the state legislature and
their political stances may alienate the institution from certain
political leaders.
Another public university
leader, Janet Napolitano, the
University of California system’s president and a former
secretary of homeland security,
also issued a statement criticizing the immigration system in
general, saying that “Congress
and the administration must
come together to pass legislation that reflects the values of
our country, ensures the safety
of our borders, and provides a
resolution for those brought to
the U.S. as children who only
know this country as home. It is
imperative that Congress pass,
and the president sign into law,
legislation that protects our
nation’s DACA recipients and
provides them a path to citizenship.” DACA, or Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals,
is an Obama-era program under
which young people who had
been brought illegally to the
United States as children were
temporarily spared deportation.
The Trump Administration is
trying to rescind the program.
Another unusual example of a
college leader blasting a federal
government policy came from
the University of Notre Dame’s
president, the Rev. John I. Jen-

kins. He also condemned the
practice in a written statement
in which he said that “Central to
the Holy Cross education Notre
Dame offers is a sense of family,
centered on the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, and in
that spirit I call on the administration to end immediately the
cruel practice of separating children from parents and parents
from children.”
Notre Dame this year hosted
Vice President Mike Pence as
their commencement speaker.
Others from higher education
who have criticized this policy
have been university scholars
with expertise on the psychological trauma caused by separating small children from their
parents. For example, Jennifer
Silvers, an assistant professor
of developmental neuroscience
at the University of California
at Los Angeles, co-authored an
op-ed in the Washington Post
in mid-My in which she wrote
about the damaging effects of
parent-child separation. She and
her coauthors were hit by an
avalanche of hate emails from
Trump supporters.
In an open letters to Secretary
Nielsen (the secretary for Homeland Security who is responsible
for enforcing Trump’s immigration policies) more than 1,400
scientists from dozens and dozens of colleges and universities
said that “The broad consensus
of the psychological and neuroscientific communities is that the
current U.S. government policies
on forced separation can only

be seen as a form of extreme
emotional abuse on the children
that are being separated. This
has a real potential for causing
long-term, and very possibly
permanent harm. As scientists
and clinicians, we implore you
to end this inhumane practice
and to do everything in your
power to develop policies that
minimize trauma to these children and families.”
As this article is being published, another letter is being
circulated by more than 4,000
academics accusing the Trump
Administration of “government
sanctioned child abuse.” “The
separation of minors from primary caregivers as part of U.S.
enforcement of immigration
laws is unethical, immoral, and
goes against all human-rights
conventions and laws. There is
no legal doctrine that requires
this, despite the falsehoods
being circulated by the Trump
Administration,” reads the letter.
It is interesting that despite
all this moral outrage, most
academics have not pointed out
some very important facts about
immigration. For example,
according to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, the number of refugees
and immigrants entering the
European Union is low compared with the bloc’s population, and that countries in Africa
and Asia are absorbing many
more people.
Further, according to Guy
Abel, a statistician at the Vienna
Institute of Demography has
studied the dynamic flow of
immigrants and found that the
number of people leaving their
home countries has remained
stable over the past 50 years.

His latest estimates indicate
that the migration rate, as a
share of global population, has
dropped to its lowest point in
50 years. Thirty years of data
from 15 countries in Western
Europe reveals that immigrants
quickly benefit their hosts’
economies countries. Within
two years of an influx of immigrants, unemployment rates
drop significantly and economic
health increases. This activity far
outweighs governmental costs
of newcomers. Asylum seekers also benefit economies, but
their effects take longer – from
three to seven years – possibly
because they often face restrictions on working. As economist
Michael Clemens has said, “If
you slash immigration for cultural or security reasons, you
will pay an economic price.”
So how can we explain the
high visibility of the immigration issue with the reality summarized above? Very simply.
Populist movements in this
country and in Europe have lied
about the problem, magnifying
it and then using fear as a weapon for their own political goals.
Too bad that our colleagues in
academia are not spending more
time educating the general public, and that voters on both sides
of the Atlantic are not spending more time in educating
themselves. Perhaps all of this
is because we live in the “posttruth era.”
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a
writer and college professor with
leadership experience in higher education. He can be contacted through
his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net. The opinions expressed in
this column are exclusively the
author’s.
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A long wait
In this June 19 photo, Delores Evans,
center, 94, walks across the top of the
new Illinois 104 bridge over the Illinois
River at Meredosia two hours before it
was officially opened in Meredosia, Ill.
Evans’ home in Meredosia is just a few
feet from the approach to the bridge
and the offer to see it first hand came
from Scott Halverson, left, of Halverson
Construction, who says Evans put up
with a lot during construction. It was a
round-trip more than 80 years in the
making when a single vehicle marked
the first crossing of the new $86.2 million
Illinois 104 bridge over the Illinois River
at Meredosia.
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Anniversary Lane from Route
143 to end.
Branch Drive from East Lake
Drive to end.
Briar Lane from Franklin Avenue to end.
Brown Avenue South from
Logan Place to Hale Ave.
Buchanan Street from Payne
Street to Union Street east.
Charles from St. Louis Street to
Minnesota.
Charles from Georgia Street to
Florida Street.
Dewey Street from Springer

Social
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water service that is over 2 inch-

Singin’ in the Rain, The
Muny, St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Adult Wheel Throwing,
Jacoby Arts Center, Alton,
1 p.m.
Baby and Me Art, Jacoby
Arts Center, Alton, 10 to
10:30 a.m.
Art Outside with The
Macoupin Art Collective,
Staunton Farmers Market, Mill & Union Streets,
Staunton, 10 to 11 a.m.
Critical Mass: Creative
Stimulus Award 2018, Sheldon Concert Hall and Art
Galleries, St. Louis, 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
Bankside Rep’s “The
Complete Works of Shakespeare (abridged)”, Jacoby
Arts Center, Alton, 7:30 to
9:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning
Art Class – Assemble,

Edwardsville City Park,
Edwardsville, 9 to 10:30
a.m.
Yoga at the Market,
Downtown Edwardsville,
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Fairy Gardens, The MAC
- Macoupin Art Collective,
Staunton, 1 to 3 p.m.
Turban Tutorial, Col. Benjamin Stephenson House,
Edwardsville, 2 to 3 p.m.
Angel Brame - Gallery
Talk, Jacoby Arts Center,
Alton, 2 to 3 p.m.
Sugarland, Chaifetz
Arena, St. Louis, 7 p.m.
War, Chesterfield Amphitheater, Chesterfield, 6 p.m.
5th Annual Summer
Gras, Old Rock House, St.
Louis, 4 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Mo’ Pleasure Jam
Session, LakeHouse,
Maryville, 2 to 6 p.m.
Johnnyswim & Drew
Holcomb and the Neighbors, The Pageant, St.
Louis, 8 p.m.

Rich Homie Quan, Pop’s
Concert Venue, Sauget, 8
p.m.
Common Jones: “Now
You Know” Album
Release, The Firebird, 6:30
p.m.
Darrius, Spangler, The
Old Bakery Beer Company,
Alton, 7 p.m.
Soul Kiss, Delmar Hall,
St. Louis, 8 p.m.
King of Pain, Blueberry
Hill Duck Room, University City, 9 p.m.

Sunday,
July 1st
Singin’ in the Rain, The
Muny, St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Open Artist Studio, Apotheosis Comics & Lounge,
St. Louis, 12 to 6 p.m.
Expressions of the Blues
Exhibit, National Blues
Museum, St. Louis, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Bicentennial Blooms:
Summer Garden Show,
Lewis and Clark Community College, Godfrey, 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
St. Louis Mercantile
Library Tour, St. Louis Mercantile Library, St. Louis, 2
to 3 p.m.
Falling Fences, John D.
McGurk’s, St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Miss Jubilee, Bobby’s Frozen Custard, Maryville, 7:30
to 9:30 p.m.
Gracia Harrison, The
Pump House Bar & Grill,
Wood River, 2 to 6 p.m.
Bishop Briggs, Delmar
Hall, St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Iya Terra, Blueberry Hill
Duck Room, University
City, 8 p.m.
Kelly Willis, Off Broadway Music Venue, St. Louis,
8 p.m.
Open Decks, The Ready
Room, St. Louis, 10 p.m.
Songwriter Showcase,
Gaslight, St. Louis, 7 p.m.

Street to Paul Street.
Eagle’s Mount Lane from
Anniversary Lane to end.
East Lake Drive from Mallard
Lane to Park Drive.
East Avenue from Madison
Avenue to Lake Avenue.
Fayette from Minnesota Street
to Georgia Street.
Fayette from Georgia Street to
Florida Street.
Fillmore Street north from city
limits to Orchard Street.
Florida from private drive to
Charles Street.
Florida Street from Charles
Street to Banner Street.
Florida Street from Banner
Street to Fayette Street.
Garfield Street from Sherman
Avenue to Sheridan Avenue.
Garfield Street from Sheridan

Avenue to end.
Georgia Street from Banner
Street to Fayette Street.
Gueltig Street from Springer
Avenue to end.
Hancock Street from Sherman
Avenue to Meade Avenue.
Hanser Street from end to end.
Hilda Street from Meade Avenue to Irma Street.
Hollyhock Lane from East
Lake Drive to end.
Irma Street from Jefferson
Street to Hilda Avenue.
Jefferson Street from Scwharz
Street to Irma Street.
Lake Avenue from Franklin
Avenue to Hale Avenue.
Lake Drive from Hale Avenue
to Madison Avenue.
Logan Street from South Brown
Street to Sheridan Avenue.

Lotus Drive from East Lake
Drive to end.
Meade Avenue from Thomas
Street to Hilda Avenue.
Minnesota from Banner Street
to Fayette Street.
Morton Place from Jefferson
Street to end.
Orchard Street from Fillmore
Street north to Lindley Avenue.
Park Drive from Route 143 to
end.
Park Place from Troy Road to
Holyoake.
Paul Street from Dewey Avenue to Stolze.
Payne Street from Union Street
east to end.
Prairie Manor Drive from Ridgeview Road to concrete.
Ridge Court from Halleck
Avenue to end.

Shell Lane from St. Andrews
to end.
Short Street from Cars Avenue
to end.
Stolze Avenue from Jefferson
Street to Paul Avenue.
Thomas Street from Sherman
Avenue to Meade Avenue.
Thomas Street from Meade
Avenue to end.
Wagner Lane from East Lake
Drive to end.
Wilson Drive from Wyma
Drive to Washington Place.
WTP from Wanda Road to
gate.
WTP from gate to parking lot
end.
WWTP Road from inner boat
road to end.
Wyma Place from Madison
Avenue to Wilson Drive.

many of the things it has long
offered on ECTV.
The channel has been around
since 1986. In addition to covering governmental meetings in
Edwardsville and Glen Carbon,

ECTV has also covered District
7 meetings, candidate debates,
graduation ceremonies, municipal band concerts, and area
events such as the Route 66
Festival.

On its website, ECTV says
that viewers can expect more
live coverage of events such as
District 7 board meetings, and
more coverage of high school
sports events and concerts.

In addition, ECTV is expected
to expand its coverage of local
concerts and Madison County
events.

es will be located in the building
that it serves.
“The owner of the building
will be responsible for all piping leading to and from the
meter,” Motil said. “The meter
connection will meet the Village

requirements… and in addition
also have a backflow prevention
device installed before the meter
bypass piping.”
All meter locations and
designs must be submitted to
and approved by the Water

Superintendent, Village Engineer and the Building and Zoning Department.
In addition, the owner of any
structure with a water meter
inside the building will grant
access to Village of Maryville

personnel to enter the structure
for “any reason having to do
with the need to maintain the
water meter in its state of service.”
Trustees approved the ordinance amendment.

