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vices, meals-on-wheels, and other pro- to provide for graduated degrees of the should be reviewed to assure minority 
tective services that will offer older crime with graduated penalties depending representation and a majority of women. 
women alternatives to institutional care, on the amount of force or coercion occur- State legislatures should expand existing 
keeping them in familiar surroundings as ring with the activity; to apply to assault victim compensation for the cost of medi-
long as possible. by or upon both sexes, including spouses cal, surgical, and hospital expenses, evi-

-Prevention as well as remedial health care as victims; to include all types of sexual dentiary examinations, counseling, 
services. assault against adults, including oral and emergency funds for housing, etc., and 

-Public transportation in both urban and anal contact and use of objects; to enlarge compensation for pregnancy and pain 
rural areas for otherwise housebound beyond traditional common law concepts and suffering. 
women. the circumstances under which the act will 

-Continuing education in order to ensure be considered to have occurred without the RURAL WOMEN (amended) 
that the older woman will be an informed victim's consent; to specify that the past 

The President and Congress should estab-and intelligent user of the power which sexual conduct of the victim cannot be 
will be hers by virtue of the increase of introduced into evidence; to require no lish a federal rural education policy de-

her numbers. more corroborative evidence _than is re- signed to meet the special problems of 

-Immediate inclusion of geriatric educa- quired in the prosecution of any other isolation, poverty, and underemployment 

tion in the curriculum and training of all type of violent assault; and to prohibit the that characterize much of rural _America. 

medical personnel in order that the Hale instruction where it has been required Such a policy must be consciously planned 

elderly will receive optimum medical by law or is customary. to overcome the inequality of opportuni-

attention. This applies particularly to Local taskforces to review and reform ties available to rural women and girls. 

nursing-home staff rape law and practices of police, prosecu- The Office of Management and Budget 

-Bilingual and bicultural programs, includ- tors, and medical personnel should be should set and enforce a policy that data 

ing health services, recreation, and other established where they do not now exist. 
collected on beneficiaries of all federal pro-

programs to support elderly women of Such taskforces should also mobilize public grams shall be reported by sex, by minority 
status, and by urban/rural or metropolitan/ 

limited English speaking ability. support for change. Rape crisis centers 
nonmetropolitan areas, based on a stand-

-Elimination of present inequities in social should be established (with federal and 
ard definition. 

security benefits. state funding) for the support of victims 
Data on employment of women and 

-Recognition of the economic value of and the confidentiality of their records 
public programs on behalf of working 

homemaking in the social security should be assured. Bilingual and bicultural 
women should include in their definitions benefits. information resources should be made 
farm wives and widows who perform the 

-Passage of the displaced homemakers bill. available where necessary. 
many tasks essential to the farm operation. 

-Expansion of coverage for medical and Federal and state funds should be ap-
A farm wife should have the same owner-health care costs. propriated for educational programs in the 

ship rights as her spouse under state inheri-
-Older women should be included as public school system and the community, 

tance and federal estate laws. Tax laws 
active participants in all kinds of policy- including rape prevention and self-defense 

should recognize that the labor of a farm 
making positions at every level of programs. 

wife gives her an equitable interest in the 
government. The National Center for the Prevention 

-The image of the older woman is chang- and Control of Rape within the National 
property. 

The President should appoint a joint 
ing and there should be wide publicity Institute of Mental Health should be given 

committee from the Departments of Labor, 
focused on this. The effective use of the permanent funding for operational costs, 

Agriculture, and Justice to investigate the 
media is essential to furnishing informa- for staff positions, for research and dem-

Louisiana sugar plantations system's viola-
tion to the older woman so as to ensure onstration programs, and for a clearing-

tions of human rights, especially [ those) of 
her informed participation in the decision- house on sexual assault information and 

women. This commission should also·in-
making process which continuously af- educational material with regard to preven-

vestigate conditions of other seasonal and 
fects the quality of her life and the life tion, treatment of victims, and rehabilita-

migratory workers in all states and terri-
of her community. tion of offenders. In addition, rape centers 

tories of the United States. 
-Mandatory retirement shall be phased should be consulted by NIMH in the set-

All programs developed on behalf of 
out. ting of priorities and allocation of funds. 

rural women should be certain to include 
The National Center should be continued 

Black, migrant, Native American, Alaskan, 
RAPE (amended) in order to ensure community involvement, 

and the composition of the committee Asian, Hispanic, and all isolated minorities, 
Federal, state, and local governments and affirmative action programs should be 
should revise their criminal codes and case extended to include all disenfranchised 
law dealing with rape and related offenses groups. 
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WOMEN, WELFARE AND POVERTY which among other things eliminates food pay and working conditions for women 
(substitute) stamps, CET A training and CET A jobs in traditional employment. 

The federal and state governments should 
paying more than minimum wage, and 

Quality child care should be a mandated 
assume a role in focusing on welfare and 

adequate day care, and introduces "work-
Title XX service, available to all families on 

poverty as major women's issues. All wel-
fare," where welfare mothers would be 

an ability-to-pay basis throughout training, 
fare reform proposals should be examined 

forced to "work off" their grants .. . with-
education, job search, and employment. 

specifically for their impact on women. 
out wage, without fringe benefits or bar-

Congress should encourage education of 
Inequality of opportunity for women must 

gaining rights, and without dignity. HR 
women by removing federal education 

be recognized as a primary factor contrib- 9030 further requires those individuals and 
grants from the expendable income classi-

uting to the growth of welfare rolls. families without income to wait weeks or 
fication in AFDC programs. 

Women in poverty, whether young or even months before even the inadequate 
Comprehensive support services and 

old, want to be part of the mainstream of grant is available. We strongly support a 
social services must be provided and 

American life. welfare reform program developed from 
adequately funded. 

Poverty is a major barrier to equality for ongoing consultation with persons who will 

women. Millions of women who depend on be impacted. This program should be con-
COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE 

income transfer programs or low-paying sistent with the National Academy of Sci-
RESOLUTION (new) 

jobs for their basic life support may be sub- ence recommendation that no individual 

ject to the multiple oppression of sexism, or family living standard should be lower Whereas, Public Law 94-167 requires the 

racism, and poverty, and they are often old than half the median family level (after establishment of a Committee of the Con-

or disabled. 
taxes); should not fall below the govern- ference which will take steps to provide for 

Many other women, because of dis- ment-defined poverty level of family in- the convening of a Second National 

criminatory employment practices, social come even for shorter periods; that help Women's Conference to assess the progress 

security laws, differential education of men sustain the family unit; and that women made toward achieving the recommenda-

and women, and lack of adequate child on welfare and other low-income women tions of this 1977 conference; and 

care, are just one step away from poverty. who choose to work not be forced into Whereas, such Committee would consti-

Consequently, the elimination of poverty jobs paying less than the prevailing wage. tute an important mechanism to consider 

must be a priority of all those working for Employers should, in order to improve steps to achieve the recommendations of 

equal rights for women. the status of women, include the following this Conference. 

Along with major improvements in the actions: It is hereby resolved that: 

welfare system, elimination of poverty a. In order to ensure that welfare and other 1. A Committee of the Conference be 
for women must include improvements in poor are not discriminated against as an selected by the National Commission on 
social security and retirement systems, economic class, affirmative action guide- the Observance of International Women's 
universal minimum wage, nontraditional lines should be drawn up to provide that Year after receiving recommendations of 
job opportunities, quality child care, all employers who are recipients of individuals to serve on the Committee in 
comprehensive health insurance, and com- federal and/or state contract monies be writing on or before December 30, 1977, 
prehensive legal services. A concerted required to show that they are hiring from the delegates of this body following 
effort must be made to educate the public recipients. the Conference. 
about the realities of welfare, the plight of b. The targeting of funds by local CETA The Committee shall be composed of 
the blind, the aged, the disabled, single- advisory boards for the placement and persons of diverse ages and racial , ethnic, 
parent families, and other low-income training of women in nontraditional religious, economic, social, and geographic 
women. higher-paying jobs, consistent with the backgrounds. 

We support increased federal funding for original mandate. 2. This Conference calls upon the Presi-
income transfer programs (e.g., Social c. The Department of Labor should make dent to issue an Executive Order creating a 
Security, SSI, AFDC). Congress should ap- a study based on a standard of com- Commission to carry out our recommenda-
prove a federal floor under payments to parable worth, and speedily move the tions. 
provide an adequate standard of living implementation of that study in all 3. The Committee of the Conference 
based on each state's cost of living. And, government positions . shall serve until such time as the President 
just as with other workers, homemakers re- d. Unions should devote additional energy appoints such a Commission. 
ceiving payments should be afforded the to the organization of women to upgrade 4. This Conference calls upon the Presi-
dignity of having that payment called a dent and the Congress to authorize and 
wage, not welfare. appropriate sufficient funds to enable these 

We oppose the Carter Administration bodies to carry out this mandate. D 
proposal for welfare reform (HR 9030), 
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