




criticism. Maybe the Convention was not perfect, but we did try, 
and it was, after all, the First Convention. 

We are still discussing what went wrong and why, what can 
be improved and how, and what was a success. How can we get a 
larger participation of Third World women? Whose respon
sibility is that? Were the academic and disciplinary concerns of 
university women addressed? Should they be? Why did some of 
the older women feel alienated? How can the Association raise 
more money and, when it does, how should that money be 
spent? 

Now that several weeks have passed, the dissension seems 

positive, indicative of the purpose and the potential strength of 
the NWSA. If our goal is to reach "every educational level and 
every educational setting," dissension remains an inevitable 
consequence of this diversity. If we define women's studies as 
including everything from formal women's studies programs at 
large universities to collectively-run lesbian-feminist bookstores, 
we will argue. It was certainly apparent at Kansas that our 
arguments stemmed not from trying to reach a consensus among 
a small, single-minded group offeminists, but rather from trying 
to understand our very profound differences. 

The NWSA profited from these arguments. Most of us left 
with an ongoing commitment to the inclusion of as wide a 
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participation as possible, and the knowledge that we still are not 
quite sure how to go about this task. 

MaryJo Wagner, formerly a member of the staff of the Indiana 
Historical Society, and Coordinating Council representative from 
the North Central region, has been appointed women's studies 
coordinator at Portland State University, Portland, Oregon. 

Was the Glass Half Empty or Half Full? 
A Report on PreK-12 at Kansas 

By Anne Chapman 

Most people are familiar with the multistable image: what you 
look at remains the same but your perception of it changes. Some 
people have trouble "seeing" the alternative image, until it is 
pointed out to them; thereafter, their vision will switch between 
the two images. 

For preK-12 teachers, the NWSA Convention was an experi
ence in multistability . Nine sessions listed in the program dealt 
specifically with curriculum, methods, and approaches at the 
precollege level; and seven were actually held. Most were 
scheduled when public school teachers were free to attend. A 
few drew audiences of nearly twenty people. Yet of the fifteen 

people attending caucus sessions, only five were actually 
teachers of preK -12 students. 

These figures may not be an accurate reflection of the 
number of preK-12 teachers at the Convention. Nevertheless, 
what I saw was clearly a less than impressive presence, while on 
the edge of that vision wavered the image of the fifty million 
precollege students, few of whom would benefit from what their 
teachers could have taken home from Lawrence. 

What they could have taken was various, rich, complex, 
confusing, and often had to be looked for instead of being im
mediately obvious. Much, if not most, of it was to be found 
beyond the sessions offered specifically for this level, which, 

while promising breadth in their titles, in fact tended toward the 
"show-and-tell." While interesting in that they gave some idea 
of individual activity in various specific niches, on the whole they . 
failed to offer widely applicable or adaptable principles or 
techniques. 

Perhaps the most fundamental theme explored in various 
contexts during the Convention was the notion that what we see 
is not necessarily what is there; that reality reaches each of us 
through various filters, which affect what we see. This theme, 
which had some far-reaching implications, surfaced , for 
example, in a session on sociobiology: "Aggression [the main 
behavioral difference between the sexes that is claimed to be 
biologically determined] is in the eye of the beholder" - what is 
seen as aggression is that which men do; women then, of course, 
are not aggressive. In a session on women's culture, speakers 
explored new images in art that allow women a positive view of 
their bodies and themselves as they are, instead of as the media 
suggest they should be - an issue further explored in one of the 
59 films shown during the Convention: "Killing Us Softly: 
Advertising's Image of Women." In the context of feminist self
defense, the audience heard: "Neither ignore footsteps behind 
you, nor panic and run before turning to look. Learn to see reality 
as it is - not as you fear it to be, nor as you wish it to be." 
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