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Rehg studies monkeys to better understand humans
Sometimes anthropologists try to understand human behavior by observing the
way our ancestors –monkeys- conduct themselves. That is the case for Jennifer Rehg,
an associate professor in the department of
anthropology at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville.
Rehg was born in St. Louis, where she
received her bachelor’s degree in anthropology at Washington University. She went on to
earn her master’s and doctoral degrees at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
in biological anthropology.
Her work with monkeys involves looking
at their group structure and why they live
in groups. The research helps her to better
understand why humans are the very social
animals that we are.
“A lot of my work right now is being done
on the ecology of the monkeys, their habitats, what kinds of things they feed on and
how that relates to conservation issues in
many places of the world,” Rehg said.
Having previously conducted research in
Costa Rica and Brazil, Rehg spent the summer of 2011 in Peru studying various species
of monkeys, but one in particular was the
center of her attention: the callimico monkey.
“It is a very rare monkey about the size of
a squirrel, difficult to study in the past so
there is a lot that is unknown about them,”
said Rehg.
These monkeys, along with other species of primates (gorillas, orangutans, etc.)
are considered threatened or endangered,
largely due to the destruction of their habitat
by humans. “I think there is a good chance
that we have to worry about actually losing
some species over the next several decades,”

Aldemaro Romero
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Rehg said. “I think there is a serious threat
of actually losing wild orangutans and gorillas, and some other species that are less well
known. The lemurs of Madagascar are a
great example.”
Rehg’s conservation interests are not limited to primates or even to exotic places. She
recently led a successful effort to create a
nature preserve on the SIUE campus, where,
in addition to obvious species such as deer,
there are many lesser- known animals such
as flying squirrels, several species of bats
and a rare species of turtles.
“Probably some of the most interesting are
a number of birds – especially during spring
migration – that do stop and use this area,”
Rehg said. “And so the area has traditionally been incorporated into the Christmas
bird counts (by the Audubon Society) that
are done to monitor populations of birds
throughout the country. So this portion of
the campus actually has a history of being
important in the community and for other
environmental reasons.”
One of the courses that Rehg teaches at
SIUE is titled “Anthropology through Films
and Fiction,” which includes the study of
how Hollywood has influenced the view of
the general public about anthropologists and
their work.
“This is a class I really enjoy teaching
because I think it highlights how popular
culture does influence our views of anthro-
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Dr. Rehg while doing fieldwork in Peru.
pology and also about human societies and
different cultures and our evolution in particular ways,” Rehg said.
“And it highlights too why taking an
anthropological perspective in viewing pop-

ular media, viewing films and thinking about
fiction, how that can really help us reflect
back on our own culture and think critically
about the messages that we get every single
day from around us that we just accept often

and don’t think about where they are coming from or what they really mean.”
The original “Planet of the Apes” is just
one example she has used in past classes.
“This is an interesting film since it was originally designed as an anti-racist commentary,
and has subsequently really been reinterpreted as more of an animal rights activist
perspective,” she said.
Rehg not only does research in Latin
America but also takes students to study
there. “They involve looking at some of
the natural environments as well as some
of the cultural heritage of Costa Rica,” she
said about her classes taught abroad. “One
year I taught a field school for Brazilians
in Brazil which is something I was really
happy to do because although I love taking students from here to other places,
it is also nice to be able to interact with
students of other nationalities in places
where I work, where I can hopefully give
something back.”
She is now writing grant proposals that
would allow her to return to Peru. “I am
looking to go back to Peru next summer for
a little bit at the beginning and hopefully
visit some additional sites to look for this
mysterious monkey, callimico, and collect
some more information on the species and
how they are using their habitats and learn
more about their group behavior.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Alton restaurants plan
special dining week
Christmas
Throughout
the Year
Linda Severin, of
Edwardsville, poses with a
bouquet from Lee Russo
Designs of yellow lilies, pink
roses, purple stock blossoms, gold alstromeria,
and curly willow vine. This
bouquet is the first of 12
total bouquets Severin will
receive this year as winner of the Robert C. Lange
Christmas Throughout The
Year raffle. The raffle, which
honors a life-time resident
of Edwardsville who has
passed on, is in its 19th year.
The winner receives flowers
once each month for a year
from Lee Russo Designs and
all proceeds from the raffle
go to the Glen-Ed Pantry.
Photo by Marci WintersMcLaughlin.

SENTENCE
Continued from Page 1
Michael Butler told Associate
Judge James Hackett that his sister
is “a very good-hearted person”
who needs rehabilitation more
than prison. “There’s no need to
waste another life,” he said. “She

needs help, not a long prison sentence.”
In a tearful statement, Brittney
Butler said she has deep remorse for
having caused Davis’s death. Butler
said she had lost her own brother
in a traffic accident recently. “The
pain and grief hurts so bad at times
that it can take your breath away,”
she said.
But prosecutor Chris Hoell
reminded Hackett that Butler was

on court supervision at the time of
her accident. And while she seemed
genuinely contrite on Thursday,
Butler also has several traffic and
drug convictions in her past.
“Actions speak louder than
words,” he said.
Attorney Steve Griffin described
Butler as “a somewhat troubled
young lady” who needs counseling
and rehabilitation while she is in
prison. He suggested she be sen-

tenced to no more than five years.
“I do believe she is trying to get
over her problems,” Griffin said.
“But she has failed. And that makes
her human.”
Butler must serve at least six years
of her sentence.
“This is bittersweet justice,” said
a family member as she left the
courtroom. “They can visit her, and
the only thing we can do is go to the
gravesite.”

Arts&Music
Friday, Jan. 20
Ellen The Felon & The Mattronome, Blueberry
Hill, St. Louis, Doors 8 p.m.
Millennium, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton, 8
p.m.
Ozark Mountain Daredevils, Wildey Theatre,
Edwardsville, 8 p.m.
Ravi Coltrane Quartet, Jazz at the Bistro, St.
Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Rain: A Tribute to the Beatles, Fox Theatre, St.
Louis 8:00 p.m.
Whiskey River, Laurie's Place (Back Bar),
Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
Corey Smith with Florida-Georgia Line, The
Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Monet's Water Lilies, St. Louis Art Museum,
Forest Park, St. Louis, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Runs
through Jan. 22.
Awards of Excellence 2012 Opening Reception,
Jacoby Arts Center, Alton, 5 p.m., Runs through
Feb. 26
Galumpha Experiments in Human Architecture,
COCA, St. Louis, 7 p.m.
Wallace Smith Paintings, Bellwether Gallery
of St. Louis Artists, The Sheldon, noon to 5 p.m.,
Runs through Jan. 28.
Damon Freed: "Life Saver", David Bruno

Gallery (Main Gallery), 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Art of Asia, Edwardsville Arts Center, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Runs through Feb. 10

Saturday, Jan. 21
Winter Jam 2012, The Family Arena, St. Charles,
Mo., Doors 5 p.m.
Open>Sunday, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors
8 p.m.
Tetzlaf Plays Sibelius, Powell Hall, St. Louis,
8 p.m.
Option/Control, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors
7 p.m.
Hoosier Daddy's, 3 p.m./ Millennium, 8 p.m.,
Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Ravi Coltrane Quartet, Jazz at the Bistro, St.
Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Rain: A Tribute to the Beatles, Fox Theatre, St.
Louis, 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Awards of Excellence 2012 Opening Reception,
Jacoby Arts Center, Alton, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Runs
through Feb. 26
Galumpha Experiments in Human Architecture,
COCA, St. Louis, 2 p.m./ 5 p.m.
Monet's Water Lilies, St. Louis Art Museum,
Forest Park, St. Louis, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Runs

through Jan. 22.
Reflections of the Buddha, Pulitzer Foundation
for the Arts, St. Louis, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Runs
through March 10.
Wallace Smith Paintings, Bellwether Gallery of
St. Louis Artists, The Sheldon, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Runs through Jan. 28
Art of Asia, Edwardsville Arts Center, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Runs through Feb. 10

Starting Sunday, Jan. 22, many
of the locally owned restaurants in
Alton will come together to present the inaugural Alton Restaurant
Week.
For diners, there are no passes to
buy, coupons to carry or cards to
punch.
Simply pull up a chair at any of
the reastaurants listed below for
lunch or dinner, offered at a fixed
price.
Lunch is $10 per person, dinner
is $25. No taxes or gratuities are
included.
The event ends Jan. 28.
Participating restaurants include:
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ROBBERY
Continued from Page 1
Baker was arrested in July of 2009.
"After an extensive cooperative investigation by Granite City detectives, patrol officers, the newly formed Nuisance Abatement Team, and
officers from the Collinsville Police Department, leads were developed,
leading investigators to the suspect," Granite City Police Major Jeff
Connor said in a press release issued at the time.
Madison County Assistant State’s Attorney Neil Schroeder had filed
a notice of intention to seek a mandatory life sentence based on Baker ’s
record.
The plea was handled by Circuit Judge Romani.
Also on Tuesday, Michael Wyrozynski, 50, of East Alton, pleaded
guilty in federal court to one count of distribution of child pornography and one count of possession of child pornography.
He faces from five to 20 years on the first count and up to 10 years
on the second.
Sentencing is scheduled for April 6.
Wyrozynski is alleged to have distributed child pornography to an
undercover agent. The case was investigated by the Illinois Attorney
General's High Tech Crime Bureau.

WEATHER
Continued from Page 1
Last weekend brought a lot of moist, warm air at the surface, which
rose to produce the thunderstorms and hail that ranged from a quarter-inch to one and half inches in diameter, at Freeburg.
Madison County residents may expect more cloudy weather as
the week progresses, Sanders said, with light precipitation possible
Friday night. On Sunday and Monday, temperatures will be back in
the 50s.
The mild winter is keeping heating costs down.
During the first 10 days of January, Ameren Illinois delivered 22
percent less natural gas to its customers than for the same period a
year ago, said Leigh Morris, spokesman for the utility.
“Right now is typically the coldest period of winter,” Morris
noted.
“It’s a good time to get ready for summer,” Morris said. “If you
need a new central air unit, now is the time to be thinking about that,”
because demand, and prices, are lower than in July or August, when
air condition systems fail under heavy workloads.
Morris urges consumers to look at an Ameren website, www.
actonenergy.com. The utility offers incentives ranging from $25 up to
$1,400 to customers for improving energy efficiency in their homes.
That includes air and duct sealing, adding insulation, and installing
new heating or cooling units.

Sunday, Jan. 22
Tetzlaf Plays Sibelius, Powell Hall, St. Louis,
3 p.m.
Scott and Karl, 2 p.m./ Ultraviolets, 7 p.m.,
Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Branford Marsalis and Joey Calderazzo Duo,
The Sheldon, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
Awards of Excellence 2012 Opening
Reception, Jacoby Arts Center, Alton, noon to 4
p.m., Runs through Feb. 26
Galumpha
Experiments
in
Human
Architecture, COCA, St. Louis, 1:30 p.m./ 3:30
p.m.
Monet's Water Lilies, St. Louis Art Museum,
Forest Park, St. Louis, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Runs
through Jan. 22.

Got News?
We'd love to hear from you if you have an idea for a story. Please contact
managing editor Bill Tucker at 656-4700, ext. 47, or by e-mail at btucker@
edwpub.net or city desk clerk Krista Wilkinson-Midgley at 656-4700, ext.
28 or by e-mail at kmidgley@edwpub.net.

