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Knights' work
Bernie Vermillon, left, and Ben Maliszewski, middle, of the St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus in Glen Carbon present Edwardsville 
District 7 Board of Education President Greg Roosevelt, right, with a check for $7,841.80.  The non-profit organization raises 
money each year for the district's special education programs. 

Jackson teaches African-American life with literature
The history of African-Americans has 

become more relevant in the American 
psyche thanks in large part to litera-
ture. Many authors, whether African-
Americans or not, have incorporated 
the narrative of blacks in America as 
an essential part of American history. 
Someone who studies and teaches this 
subject is Candice Jackson, an assistant 
professor in the department of English 
language and literature at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville.

Born in Pontiac, Mich., Jackson grew 
up in Mississippi. She received her bach-
elor ’s degree in English at Tougaloo 
College near Jackson, Miss., and her 
master ’s in English at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she 
also received her doctorate. Although an 
expert in African-American literature, 
Jackson was initially interested in becom-
ing a lawyer.

 “At Tougaloo I was in an honors 
English class and we had to do a research 
paper and my professor who had known 
that I was interested in English but also 
in the law decided to give me an interest-
ing case on the plagiarism of Alex Haley’s 
“Roots” and the case brought by two 
other authors who claimed that Haley 
had plagiarized their novels,” Jackson 
said. “So I spent a Saturday afternoon in 
a dusty law library and decided this was 
not for me. I really enjoyed the analysis 
of the literature much more than the 
law.”

Throughout African-American liter-
ature one encounters frequent themes 
of racism, slavery and inequality. Yet, 
the importance and perspective given to 
those themes have changed over time. 
“The concept of slavery is still applicable 
to something like a neo slave narrative of 
a Charles Johnson’s “Middle Passage.” 
Some of the remnants of slavery, the 
psychological bounds are still present 
in modern day African-American litera-

ture,” Jackson said.
An increasing number of authors of 

African-American literature are turning 
to the Internet for self-publishing. While 
this practice has allowed much more 
literature to reach the public, according 
to Jackson that could be a double-edged 
sword.

“The problem is that they don’t have 
the editorial support that they should, 
that they would have with a mainstream 
publisher,” Jackson explained. “So you 
have all of these things out there and 
sometimes it happens (for the authors) 
that you will achieve a small following 
and maybe if that small following turns 
into a big one a mainstream publisher 
will pick them up. So sometimes a very 
good author who deserves the nurturing 
to become a great author is hidden.”

Many scholars of African-American 
literature agree that the main thrust of 
the genre is in showing how the struggle 
of African-Americans has contrasted with 
the ideals of the United States. 

“In my classes I have to make sure 
the students understand that this is 
American history because so much of 
African-American literature is rooted in 
American history,” Jackson said. “It is 
about dealing with some very hard truths 
and hypocrisies about the ideals of broth-
erhood in a “Christian” country, but 
these are the ideals on which this country 
was founded and that this literature sort 
of exposes that.  And sometimes that is 
very difficult for students to deal with.”

Jackson has also been looking at some 
stereotypical ideas linked to black cul-
ture.  “I started to look at some of the 
issues coming up about black under-
world and black criminality,” she said. 

“That evolved from my master ’s thesis 
on Donald Goines, whose popular novel, 
“Pimp, the Story of my Life,” served as a 
real blueprint for some pimps in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, to this modern day 
re-imagining of what the pimp is.  Now 
we say pimp and it means to flourish, to 
“pimp my ride.” Jackson even pointed 
out a book called, “Pimp my Cubicle.” 
It’s all about the embellishments of life, 
Jackson said, pointing to the evolution in 
the concept of pimping. 

“The persona has completely changed 

from putting women on the street corner. 
It is not about that any more. You have 
little teenagers who are talking about 
how they are going to pimp their car 
out,” Jackson said, adding that she often 
wants to say, “But wait. You don’t want 
that.” 

Jackson teaches a number of courses 
about African-American literature to SIUE 
students from diverse ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds. “One thing I joke with the 
students about is that I teach literature 
and life,” Jackson said. “So I am hoping 

that they are changed.  I hope that they 
see my enthusiasm for it and read some 
more and go forth.  I see a bigger change 
right now with the black students because 
for some of them I am the first black pro-
fessor that they have had.” 

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at 
College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk

Daniel Shields/SIUE

Dr. Jackson teaching students at SIUE.
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Boulevard is open 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday 
through Wednesday and 11 a.m. to 3 a.m. 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Food is served 
whenever the bar is open.

The menu is built around hamburgers and 
chicken wings. The meat is fresh, never frozen. 
The burgers are hand patted. The sauces and 

batter for wings and hand-cut onion rings are 
house-made.

Boulevard delivers within a six-mile radius 
of the business, which is in the same commer-
cial strip as Wang Gang and Joe's Pizza.

The Boulevard has been hosting student 
events, such as a speed-dating night for two 
SIUE dance teams and a Mardi Gras event for 
the Sigma Epsilon and Phi Kappa Psi fraterni-
ties this weekend.

The bar hosted a fundraiser for SIUE club 
football on Super Bowl Sunday.

Brown, who has extensive experience as a 

server in franchised restaurants, including 
Applebee's and Buffalo Wild Wings, plans 
to expand the menu to include kabobs, offer 
more appetizers, and broaden the drink selec-
tion.

Boulevard serves bottled beer, wine, and 
alcoholic slush drinks.

Boulevard, which opened Jan. 20, employs 
about 20 people. Phone 307-5859.

Brown believes his establishment will add 
to the late-night scene in Edwardsville.

"Because we'll be open weekends late here, 
we'll liven it up," Brown said.
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Officers found Pride, McDonald 
and another couple partying in the 
garage and  they urged them to 
close it down for the night.

Pride told officers that he drank 
“at least a 12-pack” at the party. He 
acknowledged picking Callie up 
from her crib around 3 a.m. Coles 
said that under questioning Pride 
acknowledged that he had passed 
out, and trapped Callie underneath 
him. “He said it was his fault that 
Callie died,” Coles told jurors. “He 
said, ‘I had too much, I had her in 
my arms.’”

At 9 a.m., six hours after he told 
police he had his last drink, Pride’s 

alcohol level was found to be .09, 
which is over the legal limit of 
intoxication in Illinois.

When Coles asked him how he 
had picked Callie up “he said he 
had the baby in a cradled position, 
kind of like carrying a football,” 
Coles said. “His words were, he 
was  sitting on the couch and then 
he slumped over and passed out. 
When he fell from the couch to the 
living room floor, he landed on his 
face. It never woke him up; he laid 
there the rest of the night.”

Jurors ruled that the baby died of 
asphyxiation due to overlay. They 
ruled the manner of death to have 
been a homicide.

Afterward, Coles said police 
would still have been permitted to 
seek charges had the jury ruled the 
death to be an accident.

Friday, Feb. 17
Anat Cohen Quartet, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 

p.m. & 9:30 p.m.
Air Supply, Lumiere Place, St. Louis, 7:00 p.m. & 9:00 

p.m. 
George Strait w/ Martina McBride, Scottrade Center, 

St. Louis, 7:30 p.m. 
Radio Star, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Atlon, 8:00 p.m.
Oakhurst, The Gramophone, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 

p.m. 
Allen Stone, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Who's Drivin, Laurie's Place (Back Bar), Edwardsville, 

9:30 p.m. 
Darrell Scott, The Old Rock house, St. Louis, Doors 

7:00 p.m. 
Don Starwalt Hippy Hour, 5:00 p.m./Dubtronix, 10:00 

p.m., Stagger Inn, Edwardsville
Steve Sorfina's Soul Steel Richie Callison Band, 

Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m. 
Judy Pfaff: "Recent Work", David Bruno Gallery (Main 

Gallery), St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through 
March 3. 

David Burns Smith: The Longshot, The PSTL Gallery, 
St. Louis, 10:30 a.m., Runs through May 12. 

Christodoulos Panayiotou: One Thousand and One 
Days, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Runs through April 22. 

Belinda Lee: Inside Out/Outside In, COCA, St. 
Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 26

West Side Story, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m., Runs 
through Feb. 26

A Midsummer Night's Dream, Grandel Theatre, St. 
Louis, 8:00 p.m., Runs through March 4 

Awards of Excellence 2012, Jacoby Arts Center, Alton, 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 26

Saturday, Feb. 18
Anat Cohen Quartet, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 

p.m. & 9:30 p.m.
Lotus w/ Conspirator, The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 

7:00 p.m.
Scott and Karl 3:00 p.m./ Radio Star 8:00 p.m., Fast 

Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Riddle of Steel, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:30 

p.m.
Coco Soul and Friends -- Mardi Gras Celebration, The 

Sheldon, St. Louis, 11:00 a.m. 
Silver Roots: Japan Meets World, Blanche M. Touhill 

Performing Arts Center, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m. 
Mardi Gras Bash - Mo' Pleasure, 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

(Front Bar)/Hobo Jungle, 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. (Back 
Bar), Laurie's Place, Edwardsville

Have U Heard -- A Tribute to Pat Metheny with Tom 
Byrne/Ralph Butler, The Wildey Theatre, Edwardsville, 
8:00 p.m. 

Feather & Stone, Stagger Inn, Edwardsville, 10:00 
p.m.

Jill Sobule, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m. 
Artist Reception: Fusion Handcrafts, Lost Arts & 

Antiques, Edwardsville, 3 to 6 p.m.
Reflections of the Buddha, Pulitzer Foundation for 

the Arts, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through 
March 10.

David Burns Smith: The Longshot, The PSTL Gallery, 
St. Louis, 10:30 a.m., Runs through May 12. 

Judy Pfaff: "Recent Work", David Bruno Gallery (Main 
Gallery), St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through 
March 3. 

Christodoulos Panayiotou: One Thousand and One 
Days, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Runs through April 22. 

Belinda Lee: Inside Out/Outside In, COCA, St. Louis, 

noon to 5:00 p.m.,  Runs through Feb. 26
West Side Story, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 

p.m., Runs through Feb. 26
A Midsummer Night's Dream, Grandel Theatre, St. 

Louis, 3:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m., Runs through March 4 
Shen Yun, Peabody Opera House, St. Louis, 7:30 

p.m. 
Awards of Excellence 2012, Jacoby Arts Center, Alton, 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 26

Sunday, Feb. 19
Christodoulos Panayiotou: One Thousand and One 

Days, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., Runs through April 22. 

Belinda Lee: Inside Out/Outside In, COCA, St. Louis, 
noon to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 26

West Side Story, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. & 7:30 
p.m., Runs through Feb. 26

A Midsummer Night's Dream, Grandel Theatre, St. 
Louis, 3:00 p.m., Runs through March 4 

Shen Yun, Peabody Opera House, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. 
& 7:30 p.m. 

Awards of Excellence 2012, Jacoby Arts Center, Alton, 
noon to 4:00 p.m., Runs through Feb. 26
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“This county would be in a panic. People would be running to get shots 
and saying, ‘What is the government doing? We’ve got 26 people dead of 
the flu.’ But 26 people die of heroin and it’s not such a big deal.”

In the past decade, the county has gotten a handle on the methamphet-
amine problem while heroin use has skyrocketed. Today’s heroin users 
were the meth users of the early 2000s, said Master Sgt. Joe Beliveau, 
who oversees the Metropolitan Enforcement Group of Southwestern 
Illinois. Not long ago, he said, users bought their heroin from St. Louis. 
MEGSI and St. Louis police began targeting some of the hotspots across 
the river, and one of the results is that today there are several heroin 
suppliers in the metro-east. 

Beliveau sees several important differences between, say, crack cocaine 
and heroin 

 In the past, he said, agents could watch a crack buy and follow the 
user all the way home before making the arrest. Heroin is different. “We 
followed three girls – one 8-months pregnant – not too long ago over 
from North County. We stopped them in Illinois and when we stopped 
them they had needles in their arms as we walked up to the car.”

In Granite City, police there stopped a man who had purchased heroin 
from a drug house, and passed out at a stop light, the needle still in his 
arm when officers arrived. “These guys, they’re not waiting 'til they get 
home,” Beliveau said. “They’re using it on the way home.”

The region started seeing a dramatic rise in heroin use in 2010, said 
U.S. Attorney Steve Wigginton. He quickly got together with Madison 
and St. Clair county officials to combine forces. 

The group announced in March of 2011 that they would take an 
aggressive stand against overdoses resulting in death. Since then the 
U.S. Attorney’s office has successfully prosecuted seven people, he said. 
Other heroin-related indictments are pending. The minimum jail time 
for such convictions is 20 years in prison.
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