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Students of black theater break stereotypes
Black theater is a performing art tradition that has a long history of helping to
break race barriers and stereotypes.
“Black theater is conventional theater
and it is an aspect of American theater,”
explained Kathryn Bentley, an associate
professor in the department of theater
and dance at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. “When we are looking at
any of the ethnicities and their contributions to theater, the black theater experience allows the opportunity for stories of
African-Americans to be told in a way that
is valued and treasured because it’s being
told by African-Americans.”
Born in St. Louis, Bentley received her
bachelor ’s degree in mass communications from SIUE and her master’s in fine
arts from Lindenwood University. She said
that she became interested in the performing arts when she was 5 or 6 years old,
and then started acting while in middle
school.
“My parents introduced me and my
siblings to the arts when we were young,
so we would see shows and any performance that we could go and see,” she said.
“I was always intrigued by the theater.”
After spending 10 years in New York City,
she decided to direct and teach. While
always considering herself a performer,
she decided to get her master’s degree so
she could teach in college. But her New
York experience inspired in her a love for
the city, and, in Harlem particularly, she
found a respect for what she calls its “sense
of history, tradition.” At SIUE she specializes in black theater. The fact that people
play roles different from those of their own
ethnicity, she said, surprises some audience members and students alike.
“In my multi-cultural theory class, we
study playwrights of different ethnicities.
Out of 25 to 30 people, I may only have two
black students,” Bentley said. “I usually
have zero Asian and zero Native American
students, but that doesn’t stop us from having somebody in an Asian play or studying
and performing Native American pieces. I
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Professor Kathryn Bentley, center, teaching her students during a rehearsal of a play.
tell students, ‘Allow yourself to get behind
the words, allow yourself to enjoy the
relationship, the universality of the stories,
because they are American stories, they are
our stories being told from this perspective.” Socio-economic issues also come to
play in Bentley’s class, for example when

an upper middle-class black student plays
the role of a gang member.
“We talk about what it means to be of
certain ethnic groups, and what stereotypes have developed around this ethnic
group,” she said. “A lot of my students will
say, ‘Well, I know the stereotype but I don’t

fit into that.’ So I give them a play that is
written in certain vernacular that even my
black students may not have grown up
hearing. It’s hard for them to fit into that,
but that’s the great thing about acting. You
act as if you were this character. You get to
play somebody else from a different back-

ground.” These cultural experiences that
Bentley provides her students sometimes
turn into true international adventures.
“I, along with Aminata Cairo from the
anthropology department, take students
to Suriname. On our last visit we saw the
change in our students,” she said. “Because
you do have to step out of what it is your
comfort zone and just step into another
culture. We do incorporate a lot of theater
into that. We witness that students do have
a different sensibility when we return.”
An interesting note is that the first
black theater plays were written by whites
for white audiences and played by white
actors with blackened faces. “I think this
is a reflection of some of the ugly things
that our country has gone through, and I
think it’s important that we continue to
enlighten students about these times of
our history,” Bentley said. For her it is clear
that black theater has helped to break race
taboos and stereotypes.
“Theater has the power to do that,” she
said. “I think that folks involved with theater are just as challenged with their own
sense of what feels right. I think theater
offers just the perfect environment for
doing that. We should be at the forefront
for change, for race relations. It’s like you
are going through an artistic experience
and you are allowing yourself to have an
emotional reaction to something and then
turning it into an intellectual response to
something. Why not utilize that as a tool
for change?”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can
be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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De-cluttering and spring cleaning are musts when preparing your
home for show to prospective buyers.
Pam Maibaum, who is an accredited staging professional, takes
properties for sale to an even higher level of de-cluttering – staged.
“You must put your best foot forward before you list for the greatest financial impact,” said Maibaum.
“The purpose of staging your home is to make sure you are introducing your biggest asset, your home, to buyers in the best possible
light. Most buyers start their home search on the web. Making sure
yours is staged properly ensures your on-line photos represent the
highest value and benefits of your home to get more showings, which
ultimately lead to a faster sale.”
Staging takes into account furniture placement, landscaping, lighting, paint colors and odor elimination for starters.
Maibaum’s website, www.HomeStaginSvcs.com offers tips and
ideas to home sellers who want to preserve their home equity and
turn over their property as quickly as possible.
Your Internet research may also include exploring property values.
George, who has an office on Main Street in Edwardsville, cautions
buyers and sellers when researching property values on websites such
as zillow.com or eppraisal.com.
“Unfortunately, some homebuyers have relied solely on web-based
home value estimator sites which are at best sketchy and designed to
gather information for advertisers, simply generalizing some standardized information,” she said. “Nonetheless, I find that our buyer
clients have carefully done their research before setting off with our
help and counsel.”
The increase in home sales activity resurrects the age old question
– are we in a buyer ’s market or a seller ’s market?
“The jury is out as to whether or not we are in a buyer or seller
market,” George said. “More homes are selling, prices have yet to
adjust to what may have previously been market value and buyers are
generally getting good investments on price and interest rates/loan
terms. The bottom line is that we're seeing more homes listed and
infinitely more buyers for them. Houses are selling, families are moving and with any luck the housing market will continue to increase to
a totally win/win situation for all parties.”
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Rising writers
Congratulations to the six St. Boniface students chosen to attend the Madison County Young Author's Conference April 20.
Pictured in the top row from left to right: Gabby Rasche, Katie McDonald and Marta Korte. Bottom row from left to right: Isabella
Doyle, Jonah McDonald and John Hilker.
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EHS
Continued from Page 1
Antrim felt the contest was extremely beneficial for his students.
“I believe that this contest was a great success not only for the prizes,
but also the chance for the students from the various German levels to
get to collaborate and use the German language to create something
wonderful,” he said.
He also credited Semmler from the group for his contributions to
the project. “He is amazing with a camera. He brings so much to the
table just by being behind the camera. He edited the video and made
the 3D models for the transitions. He is an amazing student, and I am
very excited about the fact that he is only a sophomore. With his help,
next year we can win the whole thing,” Antrim said. “A special thanks
should also go out to Studio E from EHS. They let us use one their cameras and it contributed to the wonderful video quality.”
Semmler said it was the excitement and the “overall sense of a global
competition” that first intrigued him about joining the competition
team. “And as the only American team I felt a need to go all out and all
in on this project,” Semmler said. “ I knew we had the ability through
the help of seniors Chad Maxwell and Conner Rawson to write a practical yet comical script. Everyone was able to find their niche, and
we were really able to thrive in both the filming and teaching aspects
of the contest.”
Semmler added that making the video enhanced his own German
language learning. “The goal of our video was to teach the grammar
topic of two-way prepositions,” he explained. “Where as in English we
have “in” and “into” as two different prepositions, in German we only
have “in” and depending on how you use it, it can be either in the accusative or dative case. As a German 2 student, we will be learning this
grammar subject in May. So, this video project helped me learn how to
use the two-way prepositions before the curriculum did, and it’s never
a bad thing to have a head start.”
“The group of German teachers who put this contest together are
planning on doing this again next year, and I look forward to having
the opportunity to prove once again that Edwardsville High School is
not only one of the best schools in the state of Illinois, but also in the
world,” Antrim said.

“I wanted to come up this evening
and personally thank Mr. Robert
Buehler and Mr. Larry Kacer for
their years of service to the village
of Glen Carbon. As one who knows
the required dedication it takes to
serve the public and be with the
village of Glen Carbon, I commend
you for your years of service and
I applaud you for that,” Shashack
said. “I encourage the remaining
members of the village board to
continue good service to the village and the new members of the
village board to learn from these
members.”
Neither Buehler, at 24 years as
trustee, nor Kacer, at 16 years,
served their time consecutively.
Buehler’s first stint ran from 1983
to 1999 while Kacer was on the
board for three different terms.
Both were elected to the board
again in 2005, the year Rob Jackstadt
was elected mayor.
Buehler, Kacer and Jackstadt had
served together since that time.
Mary Beth Williams and Brooke
Harmony will be sworn in as new
trustees on May 14 and – for the
first time – the village board will not
have a member who was born and
raised in Glen Carbon.
Kacer, for now, is the last.
“With their retirement, this village
board loses 40 years of combined
experience serving as a trustee. And
I’ve also been reminded that we will
no longer have somebody on the village board that actually grew up in
Glen Carbon,” Mayor Rob Jackstadt

said at Tuesday’s meeting. “On
behalf of the village board of trustees, the department heads – past
and present – village employees
and all village residents, I certainly
want to publicly thank each of these
men for their public service to Glen
Carbon. I also want to thank their
families for allowing them to serve
the public for so many years. Both
of these men have seen quite a bit of
change in Glen Carbon over three
decades that they served and each
one has played an important role in
its progress.”
Jackstadt said it was during his
stint as a trustee that he formed a
lasting friendship with both Buehler
and Kacer, who shared his opinion
on many political matters.
“Yes, Larry, Bob and I were the
vocal minority on the village board
and helped fight wasteful spending on the Old Town Development
and TIF II back in the late 1990s.
I’m pleased we worked for the benefit of Glen Carbon residents during our time together as trustees,”
Jackstadt said. “I’m also pleased
and very proud that they decided to
get back into Glen Carbon government in 2004 when I decided to run
for mayor,” Jackstadt said. “After
knowing these two gentlemen for
18 years, I’m pleased to call them
friends and colleagues.”
Jackstadt also honored each man
individually.
“Bob Buehler has served as trustee for Glen Carbon a total of 24
years. Bob was first sworn in as a
trustee on May 3, 1983. He was reelected for three consecutive terms.
Bob decided not to seek re-election
after his fourth term ended in April,
1999. After taking six years off from
public office, Bob was elected trust-

ee again in 2005 and again in 2009,”
Jackstadt said. “Mr. Buehler served
for many years as the chairman of
our Police Committee, now called
our Public Safety Committee. Bob
also served on our Public Services
Committee . . . and was always
a strong advocate for our Village
Communicator newsletter.”
Buehler said prior to the meeting he enjoyed his time serving
the community and while he was
involved in the village’s growth, he
wishes he could have done more.
“It was fun, in a way. It was an
experience. It enhanced my background as far as what local government is and what it should be,”
Buehler said. “The downturn of the
economy put a halt on development
in the area. I had hoped we would
have (Schon) park finished. When
we came on board in 2005 that was
a million dollar debt we had to pay.
We got a couple of grants. . . which
helped us get into phase one.”
In addressing the board, Buehler
said he’s most proud of the growth
and development of Glen Carbon’s
police department, something he
immersed himself in each of his 24
years.
“I would guess one of the things
I’m proudest of is the development
of the police department. I served
on the Police Committee as it was
called then in 1983 – Public Safety
Committee now – all 24 years,”
Buehler said. “I was instrumental
– no one person does it all of course
– but I was instrumental in getting
a public service officer back in 1999.
We have now, one of the finest police
departments in the entire state.”
Kacer, described as the “last of the
Bohemians,” will continue his life
in public service as a member of the

Madison County Zoning Board of
Appeals.
His nameplate, however, will be
removed from the village board
table.
“Life-long resident Larry Kacer
served a total of 16 years as trustee for the village. Larry was first
elected trustee in April, 1991. After
an unsuccessful 1995 campaign,
Larry served on our zoning board
of appeals for two years and in
1997 Mr. Kacer was again elected
as trustee and served again until
April, 2001,” Jackstadt told the
board.” After he lost his bid for
mayor in 2001, Larry successfully
ran for trustee again in 2005. He
was re-elected to the village board
in 2009.”
Kacer served as chairman of
Public Services and Building and
Development Committee and as
solid waste coordinator.
“I’d just to like to thank the people of Glen Carbon for letting me
lead the village for 16 years. Like I
said, I was born and raised here,”
Kacer said after the meeting. “You
know I’ll miss it some. I’ll get used
to it.”
Never one to bite his tongue,
Kacer was still fighting for what
he believed to be the best interests
of village residents even as late
as two years ago, when he was
among those who voted against
Sam’s Club first proposal, believing
the developer was asking for a little
too much.
“It’s changed a lot since 1991
– just proud. Some of the things like
getting Sam’s Club here is going to
be a good thing for Glen Carbon. I
did screw ‘em down a little on the
money. I voted it down the first
time,” Kacer said.

