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Regional

Scholar introduces SIUE students to Yoruba
One thing that colleges and universities do routinely in order to improve
the education experiences of their
students is to host foreign scholars.
These educators come to campus to
provide American students specialized
courses, along with different and sometimes challenging world perspectives.
Ololade Afolabi, a native of Nigeria,
is currently a Fulbright Scholar in the
department of foreign languages and
literature at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. She came to teach Yoruba,
a language little known in the United
States.
“Yoruba is my native language,”
said Afolabi. “It is the language I was
brought up with. It is something I have
spoken since I was very little, so, in
fact, it is not that difficult for me to
teach. I see what I do here as a venue to
teach people that Yoruba goes beyond
the coast of West Africa. So I am happy
to teach it in the United States.” In
fact, it is spoken by more than 20 million people in the African countries
of Nigeria, Benin and Togo, as well as
in other parts of Africa, Europe and
the Americas. Many communities of
African descent in the Caribbean speak
a variation of Yoruba.
Afolabi obtained a bachelor ’s degree
in English from Adekunle Ajasin
University and a master ’s degree in
English literature from the University
of Ibadan, both in Nigeria. Interestingly
enough, Yoruba is not the language she
learned in school or used in everyday
life in Nigeria.
“The language of communications in
Nigeria is the English language because
English is the official national language,” she explained. “That is the
language we use in school, mass media,
government, politics and in many
other areas. This is done because of the
diverse ethnic groups. In order for all
ethnic groups to be able to enjoy the
best of the government policies we use
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Professor Ololade Afolabi in her home in Nigeria.

the English language.” She added that
there are newspapers, television and
radio programs that are published or
broadcast in Yoruba, but that they are
only prominent in the southwestern
part of the country.
This situation is not unusual in Africa,
where the European colonizing powers
set up countries and borders with no
regard for the ethnic composition of
their peoples. Because of colonization,
many of these countries today have
either English or French as their official
language. The reason behind languages
like Yoruba being spoken in parts of the
Caribbean and South America has its
roots in the slave trade. In fact, those
influences are not only in languages but
also in other aspects of the culture.
“Before I came to SIUE I was at Notre
Dame for the Fulbright orientation and
I met a lady from Brazil who asked me
if I knew something called Yemoja,”
Afolabi said. And I said, ‘Yes, very
well.’ Yemoja is the name of a goddess
in Yoruba cosmology. And she told me
they have Yemoja in Brazil. Then I told
her that there are many Yoruba speakers in Brazil due to the slave trade.
Even in Caribbean music you can see
traces of Yoruba.”
There are other interesting aspects
about the Yoruba people, such as the
high rate of twins in their populations,
a phenomenon that has been attributed
by some to the food that they eat. “In
Yoruba culture we call twins ibeji,”
Afolabi said. “Ibeji means a birth that
comes by two. Any family where twins
have been born is regarded as sacred
and most often people revere them. It
could be one set in a family, or some
families may not even have it for three
or four generations. But any family
that has twins is always regarded as a
reverenced family. So twins are a very
sacred thing in Yoruba cosmology. And
they believe that their destinies are tied
together. If you offend one, it affects the
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other, and the other may decide to fight
for the one you offended.”
The reasons why Afolabi became
a teacher have family roots. “I was
brought up by a father and mother who
are teachers, and I found that teaching
spirit in them,” she said. “My mother is
a Yoruba teacher. So she teaches Yoruba
very well. And I love teaching because
it gives me a very good platform to be
able to impart youngsters with knowledge and to know how to relate better
with them because I believe the school
environment is the best place to meet
youth.” She has, however, found the
approach to teaching in this country
quite different from her native one.
“The visual aspect of teaching here is
much more pronounced with the use of
the projector and visual graphics,” she
said. “The students will be able to comprehend faster what they are learning.
We also have that in Nigeria, but it is
not as prominent as it is in the United
States.” When asked when would be the
best time of the year to visit Nigeria,
she answered enthusiastically.
“Nigeria is good at all seasons,” she
said. “Something I discovered about
Americans since I have been here is that
they love summer more than the winter.
So in Nigeria we don’t have snow, and
we don’t have the harsh weather. I can
visit Nigeria at any time of the year and
also I believe that any part of the country is good to stay in.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday
morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He
can be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@
siue.edu.
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Davis was declared dead at the scene and her daughter, Vera Davis,
was taken by helicopter to a St. Louis hospital where she was treated
for serious injuries and released.
King was admitted to Anderson Hospital. While he was there,
police obtained a search warrant allowing them to take blood samples
and a urine sample from him. They obtained a second search warrant
to recover a history of his cell phone activity in the minutes and hours
leading up to the crash.
In December, prosecutors charged King with one count of Aggravated
DUI Resulting in Death and one count of Aggravated Driving with a
Blood Alcohol Concentration of .08 or More Resulting in Death.
“It’s a tragedy that this woman’s life was taken as a result of the
defendant’s actions,” said Madison County State’s Attorney Tom
Gibbons in a prepared statement in December. “My office will work
to see that the family gets justice and a sense of closure.”
Witnesses told police that they saw King run across the interstate
into a field and make a phone call before returning to the crash.
King told investigators that he had not been driving the car at the
time of the accident.
He faces from three to 14 years in prison when he is sentenced
later.
The case was prosecuted by Madison County Assistant State’s
Attorney John Fischer.
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At SIU School of Dental Medicine’s Give Kids A Smile Day, Tuler Crews works with Destinee Keiser on a female patient.

Dental school conducts free-service day
For the Intelligencer
Southern Illinois University’s School of Dental
Medicine served 118 children between the ages
of 3 and 13 at the Give Kids A Smile Day on
Monday, Oct. 14 at the School’s main clinic in
Alton.
Free dental care, including examinations, Xrays, cleanings, fluoride treatments, fillings and
extractions, were provided by SIU School of
Dental Medicine faculty and students, members
of the Madison and St. Clair district dental societies, and Lewis and Clark Community College
dental assisting and dental hygiene faculty and
students. Professionals and volunteers from the
community also participated.
The total dental treatment provided was valued at $47,362. The following procedures were
completed:
s  EXAMS
s  RADIOGRAPHS
s  PROPHIES
s  EXTRACTIONS

s  SEALANTS
s  STAINLESS STEEL CROWNS
s  FLUORIDE VARNISH TREATMENTS
s  PULPOTOMIES
Children qualified to participate in the event
are those eligible for free and reduced-priced
meal programs.
“Parents are pleasantly surprised with the
comprehensive treatment that they receive at no
charge,” said Dr. Poonam Jain, professor in the
SIU School of Dental Medicine and director of
Community Dentistry. “It is what sets us apart
and is extremely rewarding.
“I had three different sets of parents say that
they were amazed that we could provide all of
these services on the same day without all the red
tape. We had one single mom, who could only
bring three of her five children in the morning.
We told her to bring the other two later in the day,
and she did.”
Give Kids A Smile Day is a national event
sponsored by the American Dental Association
to provide free dental treatment for underserved
children. The event is organized to promote com-

munity awareness of the need for dental services
among the underserved.
Fun activities for children took place throughout the event. First-year dental students from the
SIU School of Dental Medicine hosted a “Smile
Station” featuring fun, educational activities and
games to help children learn the importance of
a good diet, oral hygiene and the connections
between their mouths and bodies.
“It’s a fun day for our students, and they truly
enjoy it,” Jain said.
The SIUE School of Dental Medicine students
manage approximately 35,000 patient visits each
year at its patient clinics in Alton and East St.
Louis. In addition, students offer oral health
treatment, screenings and education to more than
10,000 people annually through a wide variety of
off-campus community outreach events. These
opportunities provide students the training they
need to graduate and become highly skilled dentists. As the only dental school within 200 miles
of the St. Louis metropolitan area, the region
depends on the School of Dental Medicine as a
vital oral healthcare provider.

Touhill to host Arianna String Quartet
For the Intelligencer
The Arianna String Quartet (ASQ) will perform An Evening with Johannes Brahms – a
gala concert of Brahms’ Piano Quartets – on
Friday, November 8, at the Touhill Performing
Arts Center. The concert begins at 8 p.m. in the E.
Desmond & Mary Ann Lee Theater.
The ASQ has traditionally presented a grandscope evening of music as one of its St. Louis con-

certs. Renowned pianist Timothy Hester from the
University of Houston will join the Arianna for
this year’s gala concert of the Brahms’ complete
piano quartets.
Driven by lush sonorities, lyricism, drama and
passion, the Brahms’ Piano Quartets are three of
the most important works in the chamber music
literature: BRAHMS: Piano Quartet in G minor,
Op.25; BRAHMS: Piano Quartet in A Major,
Op.26; and BRAHMS: Piano Quartet in C minor,
Op.60.

Each ASQ concert is an E3! performance,
Explore – Experience – Engage. E3! pre-performance discussions, which begin 50 minutes prior
to the concert, and post-show receptions are free
to ticket holders.
Tickets for ASQ: An Evening with Johannes
Brahms are $25. They are on sale now at the
Touhill Performing Arts Center Ticket Office;
online at www.touhill.org; or by phone at 314516-4949. The Touhill’s Ticket Office is located at
One University Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63121.

Tutoring is available for all kids K-12 in all subject areas and no
library card is required to receive tutoring.
According to Wolfe, approximately 15 students a week take advantage of the homework help a week so generally there is no waiting.
But people can call to make sure a tutor is available.
For the kids who have received help from the tutors, the experience
has been overwhelmingly positive.
“They’re really happy to have an adult who can just sit down with
them and solely focus on them and their homework and it’s been a
good experience for them. The tutors all enjoy working with kids and
they all like to help them,” Wolfe said.
Tutors will be available during the entire school year.
“As long as SIUE is in session, we have our tutors,” Wolfe said.
Help in all topics for grade school and middle school is guaranteed
but with some high school level work, Wolfe recommends calling
first.
“It kind of depends on the individual tutor where their strength
lies. Some of them would have no problem helping somebody with
their calculus homework but another one might not feel as comfortable,” Wolfe said.
For additional information about the free homework help or the
youth department, call 692-7556.
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As each category finishes winners will be announced and once
the first category is done the trick-or-treating on, Main Street will
begin.
Currently, 11 businesses have signed up, But with 43 businesses
participating last year, Verheyen is not worried.
For the kids the trick-or-treating is a way to start a stockpile of
candy before the serious trick-or-treating begins and for the businesses it a chance to meet members of the community.
“The businesses love it. It gives them a chance to not only promote
their business, but also interact with the community,” Verheyen
said.
Maps of all the participating businesses will be available during
registration and police officers will be out making sure everybody
gets across the street safely.
“We hope to make this better than last year. We invite everybody
to come out. It’s always a fun day in the park,” Verheyen said.
For additional information, contact the Parks and Recreation
Department at 692-7528 or visit their website at www.cityofedwardsville.com.

