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Increased fee boosts technology
BY OLENA PAVLYUK
STAFF WRITER

After looking at their Baruch tuition bill
for this fall ’08 semester, full-time students
may have noticed the $25 increase in the
technology fee. Just last semester, the
fee was $90 and has now been raised
to $115. According to Arthur Downing, Baruch’s chief information officer,
this increase was retroactive and not
anticipated.
Baruch’s student technology fee
committee was not informed that the
CUNY Board of Trustees was going
to vote on the proposal until a few
days prior, where by that time, the
committee had already issued the
plan for this year. Consequently, the
committee will convene to revise
the plan at the end of September.
According to the current issued
plan, the two main funding priorities for the ’08-’09 academic year
are increased access to student
computers and funded staff for
computing services. One-third of
the student computers will be replaced and computer labs, service
desks and other computing services
will be staffed using the funds. In regards to the digital library services, the
Newman Library will continue to sub-

Complaint
box goes
digital
<New site aims to
address problems
faced by Baruch
community
BY MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

60 universities across the country
started new Masters in Financial
Engineering programs. From a
single program in 1994 to about 60
programs this year, the impact of all
these financial engineers on Wall
Street has been significant.
According to the International
Herald Tribune, quant strategies
accounted for nearly 48 percent of
U.S. equities trading in 2007, representing a 34 percent increase from

The Undergraduate Student
Government has created an online
suggestion box in order to address
problems at Baruch College. The
website,
BaruchProblems.com,
will allow students to voice their
concerns with various facets of the
school.
USG’s legislative affairs committee was in charge of this initiative. Ben Guttmann, vice president
of legislative affairs, will be running
and maintaining the site. Guttmann ’s other responsibilities include reaching out to the city, state
and federal government, as well as
promoting student activism.
Guttmann explained how he
and Glenn Apolinar, the executive
vice-president of USG, had a discussion a few weeks ago, which led
to the idea of creating a digital complaint box. “In the past, we haven’t
had such great success with hearing from average students. The initiative this year is communication
hearing back from students about
their day-to-day problems,” said
Guttmann. “We were discussing
ideas to get more student input and
the physical suggestion box had accumulated too much detritus and
trash.”
Guttman designed the site with
the assistance of a friend from
Smithtown, New York. The website
originally consisted of a plain text
box where students could type their
suggestions or criticisms. However,
there was a problem with this format because there was no way to
get in touch with these individuals. Now, an option exists where
students can choose whether or
not they wish to be contacted by email. All suggestions and criticisms
are then forwarded to Guttman and
the rest of USG through e-mail.
According to Guttmann, “USG
covers a lot of ground and is a very
wide organization.” Therefore, students can convey a variety of suggestions or complaints ranging
from the campus itself to academics. Although the online suggestion box just went live at the end of
last week, he has already received
a handful of e-mails, including an
objection to smoking outside of the
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In remembrance

MFE excels

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Muting Ren, Andy Nguyen and Phat Loc collect awards at the financial engineering
reception.
BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITIOR

New York mourns those who died on
9/11. See page 2 for pictures of the
memorial service

The rise and success of quantitative driven hedge fund trading can
be largely credited to math wizards
and quants, not people labeled as
financial engineers.
Over the past 10 years, investment banks, finance departments,
insurance, accounting and consulting firms have continued to
demand these greatly quantitative
financial minds. In response, over
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New York takes on loan industry

COMPILED BY MAYA KASHYAP

BY JANA KASPERKEVIC

NEWS EDITOR

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

TUESDAY 9/16
The Latino Heritage Month
committee will be hosting an opening ceremony from 12:40 p.m. to
2:20 p.m. in VC 1-107. Enjoy the
Latino Culture through food, music
and great company.
Latino Heritage Month presents
“The 350 Year Evolution of Salsa”
in VC 1-107 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Students are encouraged to learn
how this music has influenced the
Latino culture of yesterday and today. Food and refreshments will be
served.

WEDNESDAY 9/17
The Fine & Performing Arts Department will hold auditions for the
fall student production of two oneact plays. Auditions will take place
in the Bernie West Theater, room
911, at 17 Lexington Ave. from 6
p.m. to 10 p.m.

THURSDAY 9/18
The Weissman Center for International Business and the Office of
Study Abroad is sponsoring a Study
Abroad Fair from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
in VC 1-107.

September is building up to be a
busy month for New York Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo, who on
Sept. 5 announced he was preparing a lawsuit against Goal Financial LLC, a student loan company.
The lawsuit addresses charges of
breaking state and federal laws
when luring students with
prizes and misleading
them about the terms
and benefits of the
loans. At the same
time, he was negotiating a settlement with seven
lenders who also
employed similar
deceptive advertising practices. Three
days later, on Sept. 8,
Cuomo announced a
new national Student Bill
of Rights that would implement the same financial safeguards for out-of-state students as
those studying in-state.
Finally, on Sept. 9, Cuomo announced the end of negotiations
with all seven lenders, Nelnet, Inc.,
Campus Door, Inc., GMAC Bank,
NextStudent, Inc., Xanthus Financial Services, Inc., EduCap, Inc. and
Graduate Loans Associates, LLC,
and an additional voluntary lender,
MRU Holdings, Inc., its primary

brand being My Rich Uncle. The
eight lenders agreed to abide by the
new standards laid out in the code
developed by the Attorney General’s student loan task force.
“These settlements are a major step forward in cleaning up an
industry where
false

stated.
U.S. Representative George Miller, who has been leading the reform
in the loan industry, and Cuomo
are stressing the importance of ensuring that students do not receive
materials that look like official government issued
docu-

ILLUSTRATED BY EDWARD WU I THE TICKER

a n d
misleading
advertising practices have been all
too rampant. Unsolicited and deceptive mailings that are sent to the
homes of students are more than
a nuisance. They can result in students being buried in mountains
of debt for years to come,” Cuomo

ments
when they are
in truth just marketing ploys from
loan companies.
“No company should be able to
get away with using aggressive scare
tactics to profit off students who
are already taking on enormous
amounts of college loan debt,” read

Miller’s statement on the issue.“
Students and their families deserve
to be protected.”
Under the new code, the lenders not only agree to refrain from
distributing such materials to students, but also to warn them that
they should explore all of their
lower cost federal loan options before taking out a private loan. With
a timely disclosure of both private
and federal loans, students will
have the information they
need to make a safe decision when shopping
for loans, says the
Attorney General’s
office.
Fur ther more,
the code prohibits
revenue sharing
between lenders
and schools as well
as any other sort of
relationship between
the two that could be
harmful to students.
“These eight companies
are setting the industry standard,” said Cuomo. “If other companies won’t adopt the new code, it
should raise a red flag and students
should be asking those companies,
‘Why not?’”
Cuomo claimed that the problems addressed in the code are
industry-wide scams. According
to him, the industry has a “spotty
track record” and needs to be held
accountable.

IN FOCUS

A city mourns on the seventh anniversary
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS TANG
PHOTOGRAOHER
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USG says, “vent”

BARUCHPROBLEMS.COM

The Undergraduate Student Government gives students the opportunity to voice their displeasure.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
college.
In the future, Guttmann hopes
“that we get a good gauge of what
students actually care about and
what we can do to make student
life better.”
Debby Lee, a sophomore majoring in finance, approved of the
initiative and offered a suggestion

of her own. “I think the USG’s entire idea about setting up an online
suggestion box is a good one, but
the website itself looks a little generic,” said Lee. “It looks like one of
those websites you end up at when
you mistype the URL. Even adding
the Baruch logo would brighten it
up. I mean, it would tie the website
to Baruch and make it look a little
more legitimate.”

Accountancy sophomore Michelle Cruz offered positive feedback. She said, “Well, I think it’s
a pretty good idea. I know a lot of
people are always complaining
about certain things at Baruch. This
way, instead of just talking about it
to other students, people can easily
tell their Baruch problems to people who can possibly do something
about them.”
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FWA mentoring program luncheon

POST-GAZETTE.COM

Kantrowitz notes almost a quarter of a million students will be ineligible for loans.
BY NASTASIYA KOROLKOVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Female professionals and their
student counterparts poured into
14-270 on Thursday, Sept. 11, filling the room with a buzzing energy. The Financial Women’s Association welcomed back senior
mentees and returning mentors, as
well as greeted junior mentees and
first-time mentors, at the first FWA
Mentoring Program Luncheon of
the fall semester.
The conversation did not die
down until over half an hour later
when Ellen Cahill, the FWA liason
for the mentoring program, called
the room to attention for round
robin introductions. She also introduced her “partner in crime” Alyce
Mayo, the Baruch coordinator for
the mentoring program. One by
one, each woman faced the room,
sharing her name and profession
or major.
“My name is Wendy Leibowitz,” said one long-time FWA mentor. “And in my spare time, I work.”
Laughter followed, as many of the
women in the room clearly related
to this downside of a successful career woman’s life.
“I’m Janet Siegenthaler,” said a
first-year mentor. “I am an entrepreneur and I consult entrepreneurs on access to capital. If anyone
is starting a business, come talk to
me.” Several other mentors also encouraged the mentees to seek them

if they needed help in any area of
expertise, ranging from sales and
marketing to career planning.
Shoya Zichy, FWA member and
author of “Career Match: Connecting Who You are With What You
Do,” also joined the group. Zichy
will present her book at the FWA
luncheon in October.
“And if you were not here,” asked
Cahill, “where would you be right
now?”
Responses varied from dreams
of a cruise to Greece or vacation in
Hawaii, to the more mundane “I’d
probably be at work.” Some young
women wished for days at the
beach made impossible by corporate internships and summer classes. Others, however, longed for a
return to summer, having spent the
months working abroad in places
such as Turkey and Haiti.
After everyone at the six tables
had had her opportunity to speak,
two senior mentees and their mentors shared their experiences on
how they were able to maximize the
mentoring experience. The message was clear: the mentees greatly
benefited from their relationships
with the mentors who guided them
personally and professionally.
“It is all about using your network,” said Pat Kozu, an 11-year
mentor whose mentee had spent
the summer working in a Mexican
youth center run by Kozu’s friend,
Nadine Goodman. Her mentee
had turned to Kozu with the desire

POST-GAZETTE.COM

Kantrowitz notes almost a quarter of a million students will be ineligible for loans.
to work abroad and Kozu, in turn,
turned to the professionals in her
own network in order to aid the
student.
“[Access to] her network is the
most valuable thing your mentor
can give you,” concurred Dolores
Adams, a senior mentee. Adams’
mentor, Sharon Brouillette, had
worked with the young woman to
set up a women’s conference, even

joining the panel when a speaker
pulled out last minute.
Such stories expressed what is
at the heart of the FWA Mentoring
Program, which aids college students in transitioning to career professionals by creating relationships
with female executives.
Even after the program drew to
a close and everyone had to return
to work or class, many remained

in the room, absorbed in conversation, sharing not only business
cards, but also actual life advice.
They left laden with parting gifts,
carrying chocolate rose lollipops
prepared by one caring mentee
in one hand and Nan Mooney’s “I
Can’t Believe She Did That: Why
Women Betray Other Women in
the Workplace” in the other.

POST-GAZETTE.COM

Kantrowitz notes almost a quarter of a million students will be ineligible for loans.

Second go-around for fee increase
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On Tuesday, Sept. 9 the Undergraduate Student Government began its a push to increase the student activity fee which, if passed,
will be effective in the summer of
2009.
According to Ben Guttmann,
the vice-president of Legislative Affairs, The current fee, $70, has been
deemed insufficient in maintaining
the current services that Baruch
students have grown to enjoy. “We

can’t continue to provide the same
service that we have right now …
at this current student activity fee,”
said Guttmann.
The proposal calls for a 14 percent increase in the full-time fee,
knocking it up to $80. The part-time
fee faces a hefty increase as the proposal calls for a 25 percent raise,
moving it from $40 to $50.
The goal of the increase is to
help the floundering budgets of the
health center and athletics in particular. Other entities that receive
activity fee money will also receive

a boost from the increase. Student
clubs are expected to get a 25 percent increase in order to support
the massive growth of clubs in the
past five years.
“The second biggest real increase is for student clubs, there
were 170 clubs on campus this year
there are 210 clubs. There all drawing from the same pot they drew
from last year … enrollment has
remained steady but the amount
of clubs has skyrocketed, said Guttmann.
The health center is expected to

get the biggest increase, 30 percent,
as USG sees the need in boosting
their budget. The health center
aids students by giving them the
opportunity to receive care without medical insurance. Without
the additional funds students may
be looking at reduces services next
year.
“Student activity fees have not
been increased since 2003 and the
rising costs of everything, healthcare in particular, [makes] it imperative that we able to maintain our
current level of service.”

The increase has to pass a few
hurdles before being implemented
such as getting 1,200 signatures in
order to have it appear on a ballot
sometime this semester. A majority
vote by the undergraduate community will decide if the increase will
go forward.
Last spring, the USG in session
attempted to push a student activity fee increase, but they failed to
meet the required amount of signatures in order to see the proposal
on the ballot.

Breakdown of the Student Activity Fee Proposal
Student
Center

Student
Center

Student
Government

Student
Clubs

Athletics

Media

Child Care

Health Care

University
Student Senate

Percent
Increase

Full-Time Fee

$24.10

$8.00

$8.40

$14.00

$3.95

$9.30

$11.40

$0.85

14%

Part-Time Fee

$13.25

$4.20

$4.65

$9.00

$2.00

$4.65

$11.40

$0.85

25%

Summer Fee

$13.00

$3.45

$3.65

$9.00

$1.00

$4.65

$11.40

$0.85

27%

Total Percent
Increase

12%

25%

31%

26%

0%

3%

30%

0%
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Meet the staff

ALEX SKURATOVSKY I THE TICKER

Sigma Alpha Delta held another
successful “President’s & Deans’
Reception” in the multipurpose
room last Thursday, Sept. 11. The
event gave many students the opportunity to meet the various administrators at Baruch College.

Tech fee boosts school
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
scribe to the full-text electronic resources, online reference services
and e-reserve.
In addition, Baruch plans to replace one-third of the classroom
projectors that are not working
properly. Two full-time staff members will work around the clock to
assist students at the help desk and
teach weekly technology workshops. Funds will also support additional subscriptions to e-learning
accounts, promotional materials,
help-guides and training materials.

Blackboard, Degreeworks, Starr
Search, the online student judicial
action application and a coursescheduling manager will be maintained with the funds. Funds will
also be applied toward licenses
for toner, paper, hardware replacement and print management software. Due to the rising cost of paper
and toner, the cost of one black and
white print will increase to $0.12
and a color print will stay at $1.
Another portion of the funds
will be used to upgrade and expand
the campus wireless network giving
special priority to the third floor of

the Newman Vertical Campus and
the study areas of the Newman Library.
The extra money will also go to
acquiring DVDs, iTunes music and
other digital content for faculty to
utilize in their teaching. The Office
of Services to Students with Disabilities will identify hardware and
software that will improve access to
computing services.
Students who have recommendations regarding the technology
fee can send them to Downing at
arthur.downing@bauch.cuny.edu

SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

PAGE 6 I THE TICKER OPINION

Opinion

Did you know...
The Undergraduate Student Government has created a resource called BaruchProblems.com
as a way for the Baruch community to voice their displeasure or problems on campus. Check it
out and let us know what you think at opinions@theticker.org.

Society repeating itself

EDITORIAL

SHARMAINE HARRELL
In the 1960s there was the Civil Rights
Movement, where Blacks held boycotts
and sit-ins. There was also the Student
Movement and Women’s Movement, during
which several protests were held to achieve
political, economic and social change. What
do we have today? In Harlem, families
have been forced out of their homes and
businesses shut down because of increased
rent due to gentrification. Students in
colleges and universities across the U.S.
are facing skyrocketing tuition costs and
unemployment is out of control.
Meanwhile we sit by idly and watch as
these issues among others overtake our
society. Then, when it’s too late, someone
wants to take action. Only when bills have
been signed and rights taken away, does
someone speak up. After a crook is elected,

taxes are raised and health care is cut, we
attempt to take action, but the damage is
done. Where is the activism?
It was inspiring to read how Anne Moody
and other Tougaloo College students and
faculty were firm in their goal while they were
beaten, had condiments smeared on them
and called all kinds of names while sitting at a
Woolworth’s counter fighting for equal rights.
Yet we, the future do nothing in the name of
free choice, while old men sit in Washington
and decide whether a woman should have
abortion rights. Many residents of Harlem
didn’t think to take action till the bulldozers
were in front of their stores.
We will soon pay higher tuition because
we are so jaded and believe that there really
isn’t anything we can do to stop it. I say
we because I include myself in this 21st

century group of uninformed and distracted
individuals.
Sleepily, I watched McCain’s speech when
he accepted the Republican nomination.
The best part was the end not because it
was over, but because of what he said. “My
friends, if you find faults with our country,
make it a better one. If you’re disappointed
with the mistakes of government, join its
ranks and work to correct them.” Basically,
do something to change what you don’t
like. Sitting by and biting your fingers while
waiting to see what happens, then griping
about it later doesn’t change anything. Start,
join, or help a cause. There is a process to
change and it begins with an idea. It takes
life with one person, but with a group it gets
noticed and with persistence change may
happen.

An express-bound local train
JESSICA KAGANSKY
Every morning when I get on the
subway platform at Kings Highway, I face a
crossroads. Not so much a life-altering one,
but a crossroads nonetheless. I could take
two possible paths; a journey to school on
the B express train, or a trek along the Q local
line. It’s a very tough decision, since each has
its perks. The B takes 10 minutes less than
the Q in Brooklyn, but then it is necessary to
switch to the R local to 23rd St., which New
Yorkers know is not a pretty thing.
The Q may take longer in Brooklyn, but it
goes express in Manhattan and the transfer
on the 6 local is only one stop, and is a shorter
distance to Baruch than the R train is. Apart
from the dense subway analysis, none of
the aforementioned may seem particularly
remarkable.
However, there really is a vivid distinction
between the B and the Q, and that distinction
is the crowd that rides them, just the ordinary,
law-abiding folks on their way to work or
adventure every morning.

When I used to go to high school, I would
take the B train every morning at around
seven. When I would get to the train station, I
would stand right near the entrance, close to
the edge of the platform; I knew it was risky
behavior, but I’m one of those who likes a
seat.
If I got to the station even five minutes
later than I normally would, I wouldn’t
have a space near the edge. That space
would be filled with eager young executives,
either texting, taking their iPods out of their
loaded bags, or talking loudly to their fellow
executives about dinner or perhaps a recent
vacation to Atlantic City. These people were
pushy, loud, inconsiderate and rude.
They would stare at me disdainfully if
the packed train would jerk suddenly and
I’d end up stepping on their polished shoes
ever so slightly. Elderly or pregnant people
would literally have to beg for seats. Is this
who we really want running our highly
successful companies? This over-caffeinated,

overstressed, overconfident crowd was
enough to make someone wish they hadn’t
crawled out of bed in the first place.
Now that I go to Baruch, I take the Q train,
unless I’m in a terrible rush. There are usually
seats available, the crowd is mixed, and the
people are quiet and moderately friendly,
at least as much as is socially acceptable in
New York. Not everyone is going to work; in
fact, some get off after a just a stop or two in
Brooklyn, where not many private businesses
or even public ones are situated, unless
of course they are working at McDonalds,
in which case they have forgotten their
uniforms.
There is of course the occasional
unfriendly passenger who shoots a piercing
look at me if I take a seat while he or she
stands, but I just mentally transfer them to
the B train arriving across the platform, turn
on my iPod, and listen.
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Evaluating the success of the new TVs
Baruch College recently made a
hefty investment into numerous television screens. Each screen is situated at
an entrance and they provide information regarding all the events going on
around campus, but they seemed to
have attracted little attention since being installed.
The Ticker recently did a video report
on students’ reactions to the television
screens and while many liked the idea
of it; they also said they had no idea regarding to their existence until we questioned them about it.
If Baruch needs one thing, that one
thing would be a greater amount of information regarding campus life. The
question always gnawing at administrators seems to be how can they distribute more information successfully. The
weekly student life e-mail blasts, the
smaller television screens with PowerPoint slides and The Ticker seem to be
a few of the main sources for promoting
campus events.
The televisions are a reasonable solution to the problem concerning a lack of
student life. They broadcast daily events
by using a scrolling marquee. But is the
location appropriate?
Currently, each one sits at an entrance somewhere in Baruch. Students
only have a few moments to notice the
screen before going passing through the
turnstile and going to class. If the televisions aren’t noticed, they will be a massive waste of funds that could have been
better spent.
A discussion should have been started regarding placement in areas that fit
the following requirements: a high volume of traffic and allows a few moments
for students to take in the information
broadcasted. Locations that meet these
requirements are the cafeteria in the
Vertical Campus, the lounge area on the
first floor of the Library Building, somewhere near the escalators from the first
to second floor and a location closer to
the elevators in the 25th street building
so students can watch as they wait for
the elevator.
These areas will allow students greater access to the information because
they will not just be walking through the
turnstile while barely noticing this large
investment above their heads.
Hopefully students will either start
taking the time to utilize the televisions
but taking the time out to watch them
or administrators will have a problem.
After a semester the locations should be
evaluated as well as the presentation of
the content. If it is working then things
should stay as they are. If it seems to be
unsuccessful in boosting student life,
then the locations mentioned above
should be considered as suitable relocation spots.
In the meantime students should
take a moment to see what is going on
around campus. Let this be your opportunity to get involved or attend an event.
You only have so much time to enjoy
college before you move on to working
in the real world.
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One Bernard Baruch Way
Suite 3-290
New York, NY 10010
All work except printing is done by
Baruch students. All contributions
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should be directed to the advertising
manager, at the above address or
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
Please direct all other inquires to:
editor@theticker.org or you can
reach us at (646) 312-4710. The
Ticker welcomes comments and
suggestions as well as information
about error.
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Business

Writing emphasis yields dividends
BY CLAIRE LUI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It is apparent across all majors
that mastering effective communication skills is crucial in order to
gain a competitive edge and succeed at a job.
The significance of being proficient in language, both written and
spoken, is emphasized throughout
a student’s academic career at Baruch. From Freshmen Seminar to
Business Policy 5100, students are
exposed to the various forms of
communication and the countless
reasons pertaining to why proficiency is relevant. Courses designated as Communication Intensive
Courses or CICs are designed and
implemented by faculty members,
with the help from the Bernard L.
Schwartz Communication Institute
to help students become more effective writers and speakers.
The Schwartz Institute was
founded after individuals across
the college expressed the concern
that Baruch graduates were not capable of communicating effectively
and thus not performing up to par
with competing graduates from
other schools. It was established in
1997 and named after wealthy Baruch alumni, Bernard L. Schwartz,
who donated a generous contribu-

tion to kick-start the program.
Regardless of major or industry,
employers of Baruch students complain about their lack of effective
communication skills. “Employers
continue to tell us about the importance of good communication
skills for job candidates and about
the lack of such skills in many of
the candidates they interview. In
fairness, most acknowledge that
communication skills among entry
level candidates in general have deteriorated and students from both

“They need to
keep writing and
speaking publicly
throughout
their time here
at Baruch.”
-Mikhail Gershovich
Director at the Schwartz Institute
public and private institutions are
lacking in both excellent speaking
and writing skills,” explains Patricia
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Imbimbo, director of Starr Career
Development Center.
In each CIC, trained business
and communication professionals
work in close proximity to professors within each discipline to assist students in developing their
communication skills. Each CIC is
specialized so that it is similar to
the courses offered in each discipline. A CIC professional working
in an Anthropology course will be
assisting and developing different

communication skills than those
taught in an upper level accountancy CIC class. The accountancy
CICs will cater to specific skill sets
for each discipline. “We can’t expect our students to fully develop
as effective writers and speakers by
only taking required introductory
writing and speech courses. They
need to keep writing and speaking
publicly throughout their time here
at Baruch. So our goal is to create
as many opportunities as possible

within the curriculum for Baruch
students to practice writing and
speaking,” says Mikhail Gershovich,
director at the Schwartz Institute.
In upper level courses, students
are advised if not required, to make
appointments to meet with fellows
from the Communications Institute for consultations. The students
then rehearse their presentations
in front of video cameras that are

SEE COMMUNICATING PAGE 11

Prestigious grad program shines bright
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
the previous year.
Among the top programs in the
country is Baruch’s MFE program
which was created in the fall of ’02.
The program has been mentioned
in major publications such as The
Wall Street Journal and Financial
Times. With an acceptance rate of
11 percent for fall 2008 applicants
and a 100 percent job placement
for each member of the 2007 MFE
graduating class, Baruch’s program
is not only one of the most selective
in the country, but arguably the
most successful program within
the college. Dan Stefanica, director
of the Baruch MFE program noted
his high level of contentment with
the current status of the program
and the high standards that are being held for program applicants.
During the application process,
a statement of purpose is used to
derive student’s reasons for pursuing an MFE degree and why they
have chosen to pursue this prestigious degree at Baruch. Unlike
most MFE programs, Baruch’s MFE
program does not have a quota for
admission or for enrolled students.
“We are committed and have always been committed from the
very beginning to admit as many
students that qualify,” said Stefanica. Thus, their rolling admission
policy is aimed at following the established policy forcing admissions
administrators to establish minimum admission standards for each
applicant.
They look at each applicant’s
level of achievement, knowledge
in math and finance, work experience, statements, recommendation
letters and a personal interview to
better understand the student.
Based on the interview, they choose
which candidates can be successful
in the program and the job market. They only accept students that
meet all their criteria. The average
GRE quantitative score for students
accepted for fall ’08 was 796 (out of
800).

DATA PROVIDED BY THE BARUCH MFE PROGRAM

DATA PROVIDED BY THE BARUCH MFE PROGRAM

As a professional masters program, professors not only challenge students but also place an
emphasis on teaching useful and
relevant concepts that students are
expected to know when they enter
the work force. It’s a goal oriented
teaching process that’s aimed at
fully preparing graduates for work.
In addition, courses are taught by
practitioners from the financial
industry, enhancing the practical
knowledge and the financial engineering skills of students.
While very few people make
decisions based on tuition, due to
the starting salary upon completion, Baruch’s low graduate tuition
for this top level MFE program is
certainly another feature that sets
it apart from other programs. The
program also has a very high yield
in regard to how many graduates
are given and accept extended offers. The yield has always been
above 70 percent and this year it is
69 percent.
Administrators within the program have chosen to be proactively
honest by publishing their employment and admission statistics online. The program also has a very
active online community called
Quantnet, which was founded in

October 2003 by Phat Loc, an alumnus of the program. Quantet, which
serves as a forum for an exchange
of ideas among the New York based
quant community continues to
grow while offering professional
interaction.
“The real story is the students,”
states Stefanica. “Everyone who
was admitted was admitted because we believe that they will be
successful. If you trust that you’ll
be successful, you’ll work very hard
which our students do,” he adds.
While the ultimate goal for these
future quants is to both become
intellectually versed and work in
the financial industry, students in
the program also establish strong
personal relationships. They have a
very close network of students and
alumni that they can contact for
advice.
Last Wednesday at the financial engineering reception for new
students, Phat Loc, now a trader at
Credit Suisse and Andy Nguyen,
now an Associate on the equity
prop trading desk at Deutsche Bank
were given a special service award
for their efforts in maintaining the
aforementioned QuantNetwork.
The Ercolano Prize for the best student of the 2007 class was awarded
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MFE students engage in a homework session in their designated wireless lab.
to Muting Ren, who just completed
a summer internship at UBS.
For students in the program, not
even this tough job market has impeded their job prospects as financial engineering grads continue to
be hired at a fast pace. In mid summer, the trade journal Advanced
Trading published a top ten list of
quantitative finance programs giving Baruch’s program an honorable
mention.
In a recent blog post discussing the governments rescues plan

for Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
on “Wilmott,” a derivatives trader
wrote, “The best quants and analytical minds from the best investment banks and the best students
from Baruch, MIT, Harvard or Stanford put together, could not go into
Fannie or Freddie and precisely
and correctly price and value the
mortgage-backed securities Fannie
and Freddie have in their portfolio.”
It’s certainly becoming more apparent that Baruch’s MFE program
is in good company.
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CAREER CORNER:
TACKLING ON-CAMPUS RECRUITING
BY SUSANA GOMEZ
SCDC CORRESPONDENT

Across the country, the OnCampus Recruiting Program is
one of the most popular services
that career centers in colleges
provide their future graduates. So
this week, we answer questions
frequently asked by students.
What is the On-Campus Recruiting Program?
The On-Campus Recruiting
Program is an on-campus interview service, coordinated via
the SCDC’s online career management system StarrSearch. It
is a formal interview with a recruiting member of a company,
which may lead to subsequent
interviews and a possible job offer with the company. Every year,
approximately 300 employers
visit the Baruch College campus
to interview students for full-time
and internship positions.
Prior to the company coming
on campus, students apply online to job postings they find in
StarrSearch, the SCDC’s online
database, by submitting their
resumes. Companies review
the student’s resume and select
candidates for an interview. Selected students then sign up on
StarrSearch for an interview according to the times and dates
provided that the recruiters will
be on campus and some companies contact students directly to
set up appointments and interview candidates at their location.
How is it different from any
other job or internship search

tool?
In many ways, the OCR process
is similar to a job application process that is available to all Baruch
students through StarrSearch.
You submit your resume to be
evaluated by the employer and
the employer makes decisions
about whom to interview.
The OCR Program requires
particular attention to details. Advanced preparation, professionalism and organization are critical
for success. (It’s no accident that
these are also the qualities that
will help you succeed at your first
job or internship.) It allows you
to interact with many employers without leaving campus, and
employers commit significant resources to visit Baruch College for
the opportunity to meet students.
Can I participate?
As a Baruch undergraduate in
your senior year who is graduating in spring or summer (May,
June or August) 2009, you are eligible to participate in OCR during
the fall ’08, spring 2009 and fall
’09 semesters. If you are graduating in the fall (December or January) ’08 you are eligible to participate in the fall ’08 and spring ’09
semesters.
Are there any requirements?
In order to apply for participation in the On-Campus Recruiting Program you must attend the
OCR workshop. There are five
more being offered this semester:
Sept. 17, 23 and Oct. 2, 16, 22.
Although not required, it is
recommended that you have your
resume reviewed and schedule a

mock interview to sharpen your
communication skills, which is
one of the many services that
SCDC offers.
How can I tell if OCR is right
for me?
Previewing the OCR opportunities in StarrSearch to see if it
matches your job search interests. Attending corporate presentations, which prior to submitting
your resume, that is open to all
interested students or information sessions, which are held in
the evening before interviews primarily for candidates selected for
an interview to provide them with
information about the company,
the position and the opportunity to answer any questions they
have.
If after previewing the opportunities and attending the corporate presentations does not
answer your job search inquiries,
schedule an appointment with a
career counselor to discuss your
options.
How do employers screen
candidates?
Screening criteria will vary
amongst employers. Companies
are expected to accurately represent their organizations and position requirements when posting
their information. Candidates
can be screened based on degree, graduation date, academic
major(s), work authorization, and
other specific criteria. Only if you
meet these job requirements as
determined by the employer will
the on-line system allow you to
submit your resume.

{
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NEWS

Bristol-Myers Squibb made
a $60-a-share offer for ImClone
Systems. Then late last week, ImClone chairman, said that another
“large pharmaceutical company”
had made a $70-a-share bid.

Meat processor JBS Swift & Co.
fired 100 Muslim workers after
they walked out in protest over
management’s decision to refuse
requested prayer time at sunset
during the holy month of Ramadam. Manny Gonzales, spokesman
Vishay propped up their bid for the United Food Workers Comfrom $21.22 offer to $23 per share, mercial Workers Local 7, said the
an equivalent of a $1.6 billion of- employees were “unjustly termifer. Vishay hinted thatit would take nated” and the union plans to file
the new offer directly to IR’s share- grievances against the company
holders.
on behalf of those workers.

THE GRAPH

QUOTES
“This is probably one
of the worst years for performance of hedge funds
— it’s been a bloodbath.”

SOURCE: GLOCAP SEARCH

NUMBERS
RealtyTrac, a real estate data
firm, reported that the number of
Americans in some stage of foreclosure increased by 12 percent in
August from July and 27 percent
from a year earlier.

-Adam Zoia, chief executive of
Glocap, began tracking hedge fund
compensation in 2001 and has never recorded a down year until now.

MARKET WATCH

As of Friday morning, officials
at the Federal Reserve and U.S.
Treasury have been working with
Lehman to get a deal done in an
effort to prevent a financial crisis. Barclays and Bank of America
were the front-runners as of FriFreddie Mac announced that day. Lehman’s shares fell 9.7 perits 30-year mortgage-borrowing cent, or 41 cents, to $3.81 during
rate had dropped to 5.9 percent, Friday morning’s trading session.
which represents nearly half of a Last week, Lehman Brothers anpercentage point.
nounced it was cutting 1,500 jobs
also.
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Communicating
at a higher level
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
followed by constructive feedback
sessions with professionals from
the Schwartz Institute. “The videotaping and critiquing of team
presentations provides students
with an objective assessment of
their presentation skills and the
opportunity for self-awareness. In
the short-run, this feedback enhances students’ grades, and in
the long-run, it helps them in the
workplace,” explains BPL professor
Naomi Gardberg.
Currently, there isn’t a set number of CIC designated courses that
each student is required to take, but
the Zicklin School of Business requires students to complete at least
four CIC courses prior to graduation.
The capstone for all Zicklin
graduates is Business Policy 5100,
which is an interactive course that
involves the participation of all students in teams and exposes them to
all areas of communication.
BPL was the first CIC in the original program and approximately 30
percent of the Schwartz Institute’s
resources are geared towards this
course. Accountancy major Amandeep Bains explained, “Team interaction and constant communication with team members to achieve
a goal can be carried forward to the
real world where every project or
engagement revolves around that
one goal, which makes this course
highly relevant to any major.”
A specific measure to gauge student success is done by capturing
writing samples from students who
write in CICs both at the beginning
and at the end of each the semester
in the CIC course. Approximately

60,000 writing samples were taken
over a 10-year span.
Evaluations indicated improvements in the quality of writing, as
assessed through various elements
such idea development, grammar,
syntax, coherence and diction. This
rubric was developed ten years
prior and will be replaced by a different evaluation that will measure
improvement more directly as it relates to the course and the content
in the course.
The dedication and time expressed by Schwartz Institute
members and faculty has earned
Baruch the 2008 TIAA-CREF Hesburgh award for faculty development. This is administered by the
TIAA-CREF Institute and the faculty development program is evaluated based on several main criteria: significance of the program
to higher education, effectiveness
of the program’s development, the
implementation of the plan, success of the results, the impact on
the undergraduate students and
student learning.
“This award is very well respected and prestigious, which is great
for us and for Baruch and it really
recognizes specifically what we do,”
says Suzanne Epstein, deputy director of the Schwartz Institute.
In continuation to it’s commitment and constant incorporation
of communication intensive elements, future goals and developments include an increase in the
number of courses designated to
be CICs, the creation of blogs for
students and a personal publisher
platform. “Any opportunity that allows students to write more often
will improve their writing,” said
Gershovich.
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Tighten your writin’ at Writing Center
BY SABRINA SMITH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It’s Tuesday afternoon and after a week of procrastination, you
decide to finish that English paper.
You might be the kind of writer that
lacks organization or is forgetful
about details. Or maybe you’re the
relaxed type who uses spell check
to get by.
But at Baruch, where being able
to write effectively and concisely is
well sought after for any and every
career, students now have a chance
to hone in on and perfect their writing skills at the Writing Center.
Located in the Vertical Campus 8-185, students will find the “I
Write” motto and a quiet setting
when they first enter the Writing
Center, encouraging them to start
on the road to writing success.
The Writing Center consists of
consultants who are willing and
ready to help students with essays
and other writing assignments.
Keri Bertino, the Writing Center’s new assistant director, has
just begun her duties this semester.
Although she does not personally
consult the students that come in,
she directs and conducts all the
necessary tasks needed at the center.
Writing is important for any
career,” said Bertino. “The Writing Center at Baruch is a great way

for students to enrich and prepare
their writing, not only for those who
seek help but a for excelled writers
as well.”
When students enter seeking
writing support, they can be assured that they are in the right
hands. There are 12 consultants
at the center, many having taught
college level writing or possessing graduate degrees. In addition
to qualified staff, students are also
provided with quality tutoring,
emphasizing that they are here to
critique their own work, not have it
edited for them.
Students have to make an appointment online to meet with a
consultant and are asked to come
to the appointment with their notes
and assignments.
The appointed advisor will then
go over what the student has written in depth, helping them to better
understand the writing process and
how to become a stronger writer.
After the session, the student
works with the consultant to compose a record of what they have accomplished that day. The session’s
records are then sent to the student’s respective professor, notifying them of student’s efforts.
Students also have the opportunity to attend small group writing
workshops to help with their writing.
Alex Welcome, a consultant, is
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At the Writing Center, students meet one-on-one with writing specialists to strengthen their skills.
going into his third year at the Writing Center. Throughout his time
at the center, he says he has seen
progress from the students that he
consults.
“A lot of students come in with
negative perspectives of their work
but after they attend the sessions,
they see that their writing has im-

proved,” said Welcome. “I give advice to the students and point out
their faults but it is up to them to fix
the mistakes and understand what
they’ve done.”
Creative Writing Specialist DJ
Dolack is the head of the center as
well as a consultant. As an English
professor, he has a knack for writing

Where everyone knows your name

and assists with development and
positive reinforcement for student
writing.
“It’s rewarding to see a student
get an A on a paper because of the
extra help that they received from
the Writing Center,” said Dolack.

THE PROUSTIAN PROBE
BY REBECCA FORBES
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BY JHANEEL LOCKHART
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

At around four in the afternoon,
Fitzgerald’s Pub is quiet and laidback with little activity. The TVs are
low, the lights are dim and there is
only a handful of customers at the
bar. This lull can be deceptive — it
is only the calm before the storm.
In fact, Dennis Fitzgerald, the
proprietor of Fitzgerald’s, located
on the corner of 25th St. and Third
Avenue, speaks lovingly and proudly about the vibrant crowd that frequents the establishment in the
evenings. Although the employees
describe the place as a “traditional
Irish bar,” it is a hodge-podge of
ethnic diversity.
According to the amiable Scottish bartender, Roger Hughes, “All
kinds of people from around the
neighborhood” patronize the pub.
Plus, the place is a popular and familiar haunt for Baruch students
who pack into the pub in large
numbers on Thursday nights.
Baruch students visit the bar for
a variety of reasons, including the
six flat screen TVs, which are almost
always showing the big game.
According to Fitzgerald, these
TVs were installed circa 1992, when
they cost around $6,500. This is one
of the few changes, if not the only
one, that has been made to Fitzgerald’s since it opened in 1971.
Students who may be sick of
the Baruch cafeteria and Mike Due
Pizza can watch the game, have
a cold one and enjoy good grub
at Fitzgerald’s like their popular
chicken wings.
Hughes said some customer
favorites are their BLT sandwiches
and hamburgers, which he says
are “really good.” They also have
daily beer and happy hour specials,

In
the
late
19th
century,
French writer Marcel
Proust popularized the
pastime of
SHELLY EVERSLEY
answering several
English professor
questions
that were meant to reveal the
preferences of the person.
This issue’s interviewee is
Professor Shelly Eversley of
the English department.
What is your current state of
mind?
Groggy.
Who are your favorite authors?
James Baldwin, Jose Saramago, Gwendolyn Brooks.
JACK JEFFRIES I THE TICKER

At “Fitz,” patrons enjoy great service paired with a homey, warm atmosphere.
which the staff at Fitzgerald’s feels
speaks to their affordability.
Employees at Fitzgerald’s stress
the fact that their prices are reasonable and that their food is of good
quality, which is what they believe
sets Fitzgerald’s apart from other
bars in the area.
“We are very careful when it
comes to food and the way it is presented. That is very important to
me,” said Fitzgerald. “Everything
must pass through me before it can
go to the customers.”
“Fitz,” as it is affectionately
called by those who frequent the
pub, is also known for its friendly

staff. In addition to the food, Nastahia Too-a-Foo, a Baruch student
and frequent visitor to the bar, likes
the fact that “the bartenders there
make the effort to know [their customers] personally and even give
[them] hugs.”
Paul Hurst, a fellow Baruch student, also speaks highly of the pub,
saying, “I like it. It has a really nice
atmosphere and the bartenders are
really nice.”
Hurst also mentions the dartboard in the back, which seems
to be a major part of Fitzgerald’s
identity. There are two teams that
compete in championship games

against each other.
In one part of the pub, trophies
are proudly displayed and numerous pictures illustrating the exciting games line the walls.
In general, Fitzgerald’s seems
to be a huge attraction for all types
of students. At a commuter school
where some might find it hard to
become engaged in student life
and may think they are missing out
on the “true college experience,” it
is establishments like Fitzgerald’s
that help students bond and find
a home away from home while attending Baruch.

What is your most obvious
characteristic?
I’m happy.
What do you consider the
most overrated virtue?
Abstinence.
If you could choose an object
to come back as, what would
it be?
A little black dress.
What is your motto?
“It’s a long race.”
What is your least favorite
sound?
A siren.
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Public eye not on Palin’s platform
BY JESSICA AKSOY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Seventeen-year-old Bristol Palin
may have been the one who made
“one doodle that can’t be undid,”
but her 44-year-old mother, Sarah
Palin, is now the one being questioned. Some are asking if this is
just round two since receiving her
nod, what other “shenanigans” can
she possibly get herself into?
Sarah Palin, current governor of Alaska, is a self-proclaimed
“hockey mom” who “believes in the
strength and the power of women,”
although this doesn’t seem to be
the same conviction of the media
who, without fail, comments on
and highlights every twist and turn
on Palin’s partnered path to the
White House.
Perhaps the distraction of Palin
being the first female vice presidential nominee on the GOP ticket
has lessened the public inquiry of
her political record and diminished
the fact that, thinking what we may
of her individually, she has an incredible record for standing by her
word.
So if the media chooses to focus on Palin’s parenting skills as a
mother rather than the usual political requirements of records and
consistency demanded from what
seems to be only male candidates,
then perhaps the media should at
least properly analyze Palin’s consistency as a politically participating and family-involved woman of
the 21st century.
On Nov. 3, 2006, in a public television debate of the Alaska gubernatorial race against Democratic
opponent Tony Knowles, Palin answered in reference to a question

on abortion that even if her own
daughter was raped, she would still
“choose life.”
While also being true to her
conservative fundamental stands,
when asked if she supported funding for explicit sex education programs, school-based clinics and
the distribution of contraceptives
in schools in a 2006 gubernatorial
candidate questionnaire, Palin responded, “The explicit sex-ed programs will not find my support,” as
she promotes an abstinence-untilmarriage education in the classroom.
The media seems to have this
effect on the masses, that instead
of focusing on Palin’s stance, it is
more important to judge her on her
parenting progress because she is a
woman. For some reason, the general public seems to comply. Political science professor at Baruch Alan
Digaetano speculated that “being a
politician is a full-time career,” so
it must exclude those who balance
work and motherhood.
The irony of the situation is the
fact that both male presidential
candidates have considered women to be their running mates. Both
men believed that having a female
campaign mate would add a different element to their race and perhaps fill a void for voters.
In 1984, when democrat Walter
Mondale selected Geraldine Ferraro as his vice presidential nominee, every tabloid and paper referred to his action as adding the
glamorous “Ferraro factor.” Instead
of Mondale touting his accomplishments, and more importantly
attempting to cover his blunders,
America would be too busy focus-

GOV.STATE.AK.US

The Palins (from clockwise): Track, Sarah, Todd, Bristol, Piper and Willow. Also, son Trig, not pictured, born in 2008.
ing on this woman, something new
and historical in the “old game.”
However, Mondale ended up
losing the race and the mystery
shrouding Ferraro’s husband’s tax
evasion is forever associated with
the defeat.

It may be that a female Evangelical, conservative, “family values first” republican politician’s
unmarried daughter is pregnant at
age 17. It may seem like it couldn’t
have been better planned as if for a
comedy or the next phase for Brit-

ney Spears, but had Palin hid the
truth instead of being honest about
her own family life, the media
would have every right to question
her political credibility, the same as
if a male candidate was in a similar
predicament.

Big man on campus
Name: Harb P. Johnson
Major: Accounting
Minors: Psychology,
Management
Year: Senior

BY YAPHET MURPHY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

You may have seen this six
foot two inch figure on campus
and wondered, “who is that?”
His name is Harb P. Johnson, a
senior who is on his way to one of
the “big four” accounting firms.
Johnson came to Baruch College
as a transfer graduate from Bronx
Community College.
With one degree in accounting
already under his belt, he decided
to try Baruch to challenge himself.
“I heard that Baruch students are
supposed to be the best. I wanted
to compete,” said Johnson.
Johnson has excelled in his
studies at Baruch and is now an
honor roll student and a member
of Golden Key International, an
honor society.
He credits his work and study
ethic to his upbringing. The youngest of eight children and descended
from a family of entrepreneurs,
Johnson learned early on the value
of putting effort in to get wanted
results.
“People used to tell me ‘You just
have to apply yourself’ and I didn’t
really know what that meant. Then,
when I started applying myself,
things just started coming my way,”
Johnson said.
Johnson said he loves his education at Baruch. Initially, he started
as a psychology major. He was a
precocious student, who was willing to engage in what he called “ad-
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Harb Johnson, though a business major, enjoyed his literature class very much.
versarial debate” with his professors. Now an accounting student,
he still very much values his psychology studies.
“I think all business students
should study psychology because
if you’re in business, you have to
be able to understand people and
what motivates them,” Johnson
said.
Like many other students at Baruch, Johnson works full time to
support himself as he works toward
completing his degree. After receiving seven offers for internships at
accounting firms, including the big
four, KPMG, PriceWaterhouseCoopers, Deloitte Touche and Ernst
& Young, Johnson turned down
the offers and opted to work at a
health care financial research firm
instead.

The firm, MDRx Financial, researches pharmaceutical performance across all markets and reports the findings to financial firms,
including major investment banks
and hedge funds. Johnson has been
with MDRx Financial now for over
a year.
“When I thought about it, this is
the type of firm you pay your dues
at for years and then hope to move
into,” said Johnson of his decision
to work at MDRx Financial. “I was
able to bypass that and get in at this
company while it was still basically
a start-up.”
Though he’s got the height and
loves sports, this is one star athlete
who you won’t find on Baruch ball
courts. Instead, he’ is competing
and winning on a harder game, the
game of life.
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Learn more about the Particle Hadron Collider.
Visit theticker.org and watch “Large Hadron Rap.”

Nature’s medicine
BY ALEX KUSHNEROV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With the approaching flu season, people are already priming up for a visit to their doctor for a flu vaccination. New
studies have revealed that the
common flu can be fended off
by natural foods.
Researchers Mark Davis,
E.A. Murphy, J.L. McClellan,
and M.D. Carmichael, from the
University of South Carolina
and J.D. Gangemi of Clemson
University have discovered an
easily accessible and cheap
immunization with no negative side effects that is readily present in your supermarket
— fruits and vegetables.
The study has found that quercetin, a naturally occurring substance
found in fruits and vegetables, actually impedes the development of
the influenza virus.
Quercetin is found in red onions, grapes, blueberries, tea, broccoli and red wine, among other
fruits and vegetables.
The study was conducted using
two groups of mice, each inoculated with the flu, with only one group
given quercetin. After the mice engaged in exercise until exhaustion to
stimulate stress, scientists not only
found that the quercetin had protective effects for the mice against

the flu, but also that it canceled out
the

They found that folate, which is
a water-soluble B9 vitamin, actually aids and increases the
production of serotonin,
the neurotransmitter associated with
depres-

effects
of stress.
Another
study validating the
beneficial efILLUSTRATION BY SEAN LATTRELL I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
fects of natural foods against ailments, done in sion.
From a clinical trial
2007, experimented with the effect
of vitamins and minerals on treat- where depressed individuals were
ing mood disorders such as depres- given vitamin B, doctors noticed
significant improvement in 22 pasion, mania, and bipolar disorder.

tients out of the non-control group
of 41 individuals.
A similar study was conducted
with magnesium and selenium,
two minerals found to have similar
effects to lithium in treating manic and bipolar individuals. Once
again, in a sample of diagnosed
patients, 10 out of the 20 individuals in the non-placebo group saw
a more improved and stabilized
mood.
While the results are promising, no additional funding
has been allotted by educational or pharmaceutical
organizations. There is no
profit to be made in treating
people with fruits and vegetables that cost no more than
$5 for a batch, while medication
averages out to $125-$250 per pill,
sometimes even more.
Still, it is a promising notion that fruits and vegetables have the same effects as
medication and may make
safer alternatives to pills, especially with possibilities
of vaccine shortages, much
like the one in 2004, when
the world’s second-largest
supplier of vaccinations, Chiron Corp, was shut down.
Perhaps there is some truth
to the old saying, “An apple a day
keeps the doctor away.”

Inner workings Global warming
spawns severe storms
of the HIV virus
BY REBECCA FORBES
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Researchers have shed light on
the previously unfamiliar process
through which HIV burrows into
certain types of T-cells and by doing so, primes the cells for full-scale
infection.
By entwining itself in the plaits
of actin microfilaments in cytoskeletons of “resting” T-cells in human
beings, HIV gains access to genetic
material that should safely be fortified in the bulwark of the cell’s
nucleus.
The discovery of HIV’s ability to
lay dormant in “resting” cells explains how latent HIV withstands
retroviral drugs, the drug most
commonly distributed for AIDS
treatment.
Researchers John Marsh, of the
Laboratory of Cellular and Molecular Regulation at the U.S. National
Institute of Mental Health, and
Yuntao Wao of George Mason University, coauthored the study and
recently published it in the Sept. 5
issue of Cell.
The newly discovered twist in
the undertaking of T-cell infection
is a complex one. First the virus will
latch on to surface receptors, called
CXCR4, which are proteins embedded on the outer surface of cells
that more or less function simultaneously as the cell’s feet, hands and
mouth.
From here, the cell activates a
protein called cofilin, which is responsible for regulating the motions of actin microfilaments and
causes it to disassemble the actin.
Then, as the cell goes about reas-

sembling the actin, the virus makes
its way to the cell’s nucleus and the
safeguarded genetic material.
T-cells, specifically in this case,
T-helper cells, are a type of white
blood cell produced by the thymus
gland to combat illnesses in the
body.
Active T-cells, primed and ready
to combat HIV, are the easiest and
usually the first to be infected because of their ability to promulgate
the disease. However, the study illustrates that in 50 percent of patients, the pathogen attacks the
“resting” or “naïve” cells.
This particular action makes
today’s understanding of the virus’
methods spurious and displays in
stark relief the limits of our understanding of the virus.
“We know that HIV prefers to
infect activated T-cells — it’s more
difficult for HIV to infect resting Tcells,” stated Rowena Johnston, vice
president of research at the Foundation for AIDS Research in New
York City.
“So the question for me and a lot
of people has been: Why does the
virus do it? What possible advantage could there be?”
Researchers are quick to note
that the news is not all favorable.
“The emergence of CXCR [viral
strain] usually is late in the disease,
and it’s usually associated with a
relatively severe decline in CD4
T-cells. So it’s not a good sign,” explains Marsh.
A discovery of this kind resounds on many levels, but it is
most significant to pharmaceutical
companies, who can now work on
formulating medication to combat
HIV in this newfound location.

STAFF WRITER

While concerns mount regarding Hurricane Gustav and its windy
followers, reports in the scientific
journal, Nature, noted in early September that future tropical storms
will only get stronger as the oceans
warm.
Quickly picked
up by many
news
outlets,
this story is attracting a lot of
attention
not
only for its intriguing claims
but also because it is part of
an increasingly
c o nt rov e r s i a l
topic — global
warming.
A team of researchers, led
by
Professor
James Elsner
of Florida State University, studied
satellite data from 1981 to 2006.
They found that while the sea
surface temperature rose during
the period, the wind speeds of the
strongest storms were higher. The
increase in stronger storms was
greatest in the Atlantic and Indian
Oceans.
As the oceans continue to warm,
an increase in stronger storms such
as Category Four and Category Five
hurricanes will occur. According to
the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale,
which can be found on the National
Hurricane Center’s website, Category Four and Category Five hurricanes can have winds reaching
over 131 mph.

Environmental Defense, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
finding solutions for “society’s most
urgent environmental problems,”
states that oceans have been heating up since 1975.
Climate and ocean experts believe the cause is rooted in “human-produced global warming.”
The warming of the oceans is a
significant problem
as oceans cover
70 percent of the
globe and store
1,000 times more
heat than the atmosphere, according to an article
on Environmental
Defense’s website.
Many experts
point to climate
conditions, such
as wind shear, that
can help weaken
storms. According
IMABLOGGER.NET to an article by The
New York Times,
wind shear are “winds blowing at
different speeds and different directions at different altitudes.”
Elsner, however, believes that
very strong storms will be able to
overcome wind shear and continue
on to their full potential strength.
The New York Times reports
some experts in the field remain
skeptical of the findings, believing
that the data was not always consistent when some years in the period
had a more active hurricane season
than others.
However, many believe these
new findings provide the perfect
stimulus for some countries to enhance their various procedures for
the hurricane season.

World
survives
CERN
firing
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

If one were to log on to the
Google main search page sometime during the day on Sept. 10,
they would see a cartoon tribute
to the movement of a small beam
of subatomic particles in a tube intertwined through the company’s
ubiquitous logo.
At approximately 4:26 a.m. EST
on Sept. 10, the first test of the
Large Hadron Collider, arguably
the largest physics experiment in
history, successfully guided a beam
of protons, which are the building
blocks of matter, within a fraction
of the speed of light through its
17–mile underground ring-shaped
infrastructure.
Project Leader Lyn Evans of
CERN or the European Organization for Nuclear Research, has
worked on the project — the largest
and most intricate scientific device
every built — since 1984. “This machine is of enormous complexity.
Things can go wrong at any time.
But this morning has been a great
start”, said Evans.
A specific date on which formal experimentation will start has
not been set but Evans said that
they would begin, “within a few
months.”Physicists around the
world have their eyes set on the
Collider’s progress, hoping to shed
light on the remaining unsolved
mysteries of the universe involving
anti-matter, and the Higgs Boson
particle.
The new particles expected
to emerge from the machine are
hoped to provide some insight into
the mysteries of mass, gravity and
the state of the universe.
The theories involving the creation of the world are also explored
here, attempting to visualize the
state of the universe a second after the Big Bang.Although the accelerator is still at least a year away
from full power, skeptics still show
concern over the massive amounts
of energy being manipulated in the
machine’s operation.
They are afraid that the collisions might possibly create several
micro-black holes, whose overall
gravity could be strong enough to
swallow whole planets.
These fears of a potential apocalypse have been dismissed by the
world’s leading physicists, and instead, if successful, would be acclaimed as the first and greatest
discovery of extra-spatial matter
in the history of physics.Numerous
reputable scientists, such as Brief
History of Time author Dr. Stephen
Hawking, have backed CERN’s efforts in this endeavor.
“It’s all nonsense,” said chief
spokesman for CERN James Gillies, in response to the fear inspired
by the collisions.Of the success of
the first trial, Philip Allport, head
of particle physics at the University of Liverpool, a major player in
the project, said, “It has gone even
more smoothly than those who
built the machine anticipated.”
“These are facilities, like the
Hubble space telescope, which
are exploring things we have never
been able to look at before. We’re
really entering into a new golden
era of particle physics.”

SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

THE TICKER SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY I PAGE 21

SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

PAGE 16 I THE TICKER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Arts

RENT’s lease runs out
n How do you
measure a 12year long run?
6,370,200
minutes, to
be exact.
BY KATHERINE CHANCER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last week New York City witnessed the end of one of the most
popular Broadway musicals in its
history, “Rent.” Much to the dismay
of the musical’s enthusiastic fans,
after 5,124 performances, 6,307,200
minutes on the stage in New York
City’s Theatre District, Broadway’s
cast of “Rent” took its final bow on
Sept. 7, 2008.
Although the musical had a
rocky start with the death of its
creator, Jonathan Larson, just days
before the premiere, “Rent” rose
to become the second longest running musical on Broadway, merely
eight years behind the famed “The
Phantom of the Opera.” Twelve
years on Broadway, and grossing
well over $280 million, the show

NYMAG.COM

The cast of “Rent“ takes its final bow.
will be greatly missed by many.
With its unique songs and plot,
“Rent” has gained a cult following.
The touching tale revolves around a

group of friends, many of whom are
starving artists and are HIV positive.
This critically acclaimed rock musical approached such delicate top-

ics with a grace and ease that have
widened its appeal among people
of all ages and backgrounds.
Heavily influenced by Puccini’s

“La Bohème,” a 1896 opera about
young and struggling artists, and
actual events that occurred in New
York City, “Rent” also incorporates
aspects of the creator, Jonathan
Larson’s personal life.
The cast of characters and some
songs are derived from “La Bohème” and the riot scene emerged
from real riots that took place to
protest the imposed curfew on
Thompson Square Park in the
1980s. Larson gave up a stable life
to pursue his dream of being an artist; for many years, he experienced
hardships in New York City similar
to his own characters.
Although he did not live to see
“Rent” open, it was one of the most
popular shows on Broadway, rising
to win a Pulitzer Prize, three Tony
Awards and a slew of other prestigious awards. “Rent” gained not
only critical acclaim but was also
beloved by many. “Rent” became
so popular that Columbia Pictures
adapted it to film, which was released in 2005.
Thousands of people have seen
and have been touched by “Rent.”
It not only taught people not take
life for granted and to live life to
the fullest, but more importantly it
showed us the meaning of love. As
the cast croons the signature tune,
“measure your life in love, Seasons
of Love,” one truly grasps the deep
emotions Larson strove to evoke.

Art off the beaten path
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

n Phoebe Washburn

“Tickle the Shitshem”
through October 4th
Zach Feuer Gallery
530 W. 24th St.
In typical Washburn style, “Tickle the Shitstem” is a self-sustaining
environment for an utterly wasteful
society.
Complete with all the found,
salvaged and seemingly useless
objects imaginable, the installation

finds new uses for waste in its endless creation of “stuff.” As it should
be, the “products” are made and
then recycled back into the system.
Some items are even available
for purchase. Imagine your own
Washburn, granted it’s a water bottle filled with filthy, filtered water,
but hey, it’s a good start on your art
collection.
A mélange between utilitarian
and Rube Goldberg-esque objectives, the work is quite pleasing to
the eye if you can follow the intricate process of the system.
The hidden fountain composed
of dirty towels is a personal favorite. I wonder if it will fit in my apartment.

ZACHHFEUER.COM

“Tickle the Shitstem“ (installation view, 2008)

n Louise Bourgeois
“Echo”
through Nov. 1
Cheim & Read
547 W. 25th St.
New York City must be running
out of ideas.
To accompany her retrospective
at the Guggenheim, which opened
this past summer, and her film
“The Spider, the Mistress and the
Tangerine,” which played briefly
at the Film Forum, this exhibition
highlights some of the formidable
artist’s newer pieces.
Despite the lapse of time, Bourgeois never ceases to address
the issues that have plagued her
heart, her tapestry addressing past
feminist issues and, of course, sex.
Bourgeois continues to be enjoyable, but her attempts to recreate
her seminal work fail.
She revisits painting, which she
gave up in the ’70s, and remains
true to the childlike, almost crude
images she favored even then.
The sculptures, though interesting enough with their tactile, almost incomplete quality, are reminiscent of her earlier personages.
Overall, the exhibition should
be viewed in conjunction with that
of the Guggenheim. If you don’t
know Bourgeois’ work, stay away.
Otherwise, you may not fully grasp
the intensity and importance of
Bourgeois as an artist and as a female figure in the art history of New
York City.

NYTIMES.COM

“Invasion“ (2008)

n Martha Rosler
through Oct. 11th
Mitchell-Innes
& Nash
534 W. 26th St.
For a low, 25-cent entrance fee,
Martha Rosler offers the masses a
colossal dollop of truth under the
guise of art. I’d say that’s a bargain.
In revisiting the technique of photomontage, which was found in so
many of her earlier works during
the Vietnam era, Rosler strives to
highlight the connection between
the mistakes of the war of yesteryear and those of today.
Her photomontages are nearly

identical and remain as powerful as
ever. Images of war juxtaposed with
fashion models or lavish home interiors are part of the general routine in her work.
Simply replace the Asian faces
with Arabic ones and you will see
the small difference between the
two. But her criticism does not stop
there. Amid the hum of Irving Berlin’s “God Bless America,” a large
prosthetic limb hangs from the
ceiling reminding us of the soldiers
and the troubles they face, which
the government refuses to recognize.
The heaps of news clippings and
mock bookshelves filled with titles
ranging from Chomsky’s “Failed
States” to Hedge’s “American Fascists” add to the fiery atmosphere.
It is truly an informative and worthwhile show.
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Brand Spankin’ New Music
Dipping
and Dabbling
with Beats
n

BY SOPHIA HEPHEASTOU
COPY EDITOR

Using synthetic vocals, Pacman-like noises and various ’80s
sounds, Philadelphia-based DJ and
producer Diplo, known to many as
Diplodocus, Wes Gully, Wes and
more formally Wesley Pentz, has
created a new sound that connects popular songs from the past
to many present chart-toppers. He
remixes and layers different songs

to create a mish-mosh of sound
that has made him a new and innovative DJ.
Diplo has both worked with and
been involved with the newly acclaimed hip-hop, electronica, SriLankan artist, M.I.A. His music is
electrically charged and filled with
climactic buildups and beat drops
made from simple sounds that
seem comical and add depth to the
music. Diplo has worked with and
remixed music from various artists
such as Santogold, Ludacris, Nina
Sky, Justice, Kanye West and The
Beatles. For new music that caters
to older classics while still bringing
something fresh, definitely check
Wes out.

VFS.COM

“Lost in
the Sound of
Separation”
n

BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Sept. 2, Florida-based metalcore band Underoath released
their third major album entitled
“Lost in the Sound of Separation.”
Alternative Press (AP) Magazine
called it “2008’s first perfect record”
while others have taken notice
of its thorough emotional compass. While the band’s first album,
“They’re Only Chasing Safety,” may
have been seen as a dime a dozen
screamo piece, and their second,
“Define the Great Line,” as an average step forward into proper metalcore. Their newest album is an

GOLFRECORDS.CO.UK

animal of a different breed. Simply
stated, “Lost in the Sound of Separation” is a near-perfect fusion of
potent, feedback-laced metal and
graceful melodic sensibility. Maybe
that wasn’t so simple, but you can

make your own judgments when
the quintet stops by Terminal 5 on
Oct. 26 performing with Saosin and
The Devil Wears Prada.
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EastVille is a load of laughs
BY ROB REALE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The EastVille Comedy Club is
self-explanatory. It’s a great new
comedy spot in the East Village.
Attending a comedy show is often
a mixed bag — a little something
for everyone. Some friends and
I recently visited EastVille on a
Wednesday night and luckily, the
show was-hilarious.
Despite being set in an East Village basement, the atmosphere was
just fine — very relaxed and very
unpretentious. EastVille doesn’t
pack the audience so tight like other clubs. It’s an average sized venue
with seating that is loose and comfortable.
The comedian lineup consisted
of a list of comics, many of which
I never heard of, yet each one extremely funny. The ironic part was
that two of the headliners ended up
being no-shows; we wouldn’t have
known if they didn’t tell us. The
others at our show included Dante
Nero, Pete Holmes, Josh Spear,
Jonesy, Ruben Meta, Doug Saulnier
and Mike Wilson.
Their material included typical
comic staples with jokes revolving
around family, growing up and relationships with a variety of other
bits. All of the humor was smart and
clever; jokes about current events
leaned heavily on politics and light
on Paris Hilton.
Because the room has a looser
feel to it, the first comic on stage,
Josh Spear, had a difficult time getting the audience going. He was
an absolute pro and didn’t break
stride or have any hesitation as he
went through his routine. It probably made his set funnier because
he kept going in different directions

with his bits in an attempt to set the
room on fire. The success of the
night is really owed to him in propelling the audience into laughter
to start the night.
Many comics will talk to the
audience and very often they do
it in a limited and guarded way.
The audience members can be a
quick, simple jumping off point for

house. Another hilarious audience part was Dante Nero talking
to two doctoral students from Yale,
one of which just broke up with his
girlfriend because she complained
about his peanut allergy.
One of the comics, Jonesy, produces the Wednesday night show
— his YouTube channel has some
funny and creative stuff on it. The

BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORRESPONDENT

EASTVILLECOMEDY.COM

Comedian Dante Nero keeps the audiences pleased with his jokes.
a spontaneous joke, but too much
chat quickly becomes dull. On this
night, a Sopranos-esque family of
six sat in a row in front of the stage.
The comics were picking up on the
energy of this family with “Tony”
sitting in the middle, but it took
four comics to get anything funny
out of them. Doug Saulnier cracked
that code and brought down the

Health Insurance Song is quite
funny.
EastVille Comedy Club is a must
for any fans of standup.
For more information check
out eastvillecomedy.com. EastVille
Comedy Club is located at 85 E. 4th
St. You must be 18 or over to be admitted; there is $20 cover charge
with a two-drink minimum.

“Irena’s Vow,” featuring Tovah
Feldshuh, continues this week. It
is a riveting, life-affirming tale
about one of the most courageous and unsung heroines of
World War II.
During the German occupation of Poland, Irena Gut Opdyke,
a Polish Catholic, was forced to
work as head housekeeper for a
very prominent German major.
Over a two-year period of service, Irena risked her life in order
to save the lives of 12 Jewish refugees whom she secretly took under her care. Student rush tickets
are $25.
BPAC will kick off this semester with a welcome back party
on Sept. 18 in the BPAC Lounge
(NVC - Level B3) from noon until 3 p.m. Refreshments will be
served. Come join us.
Auditions are being held for
the fine and performing arts department’s fall production. They
will be held Sept. 17 and 18 at 6
p.m. in the Bernie West Theatre.
“The Texas Two Step: Men
and Women” is composed of
two one-act plays written by

James McClure. Audition materials may be picked up in the fine
and performing arts department
(NVC seventh Floor, Room 235)
at the front desk.
Don’t forget, 55UNDERGROUND kicks off with Kevin
So on Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. So is a
rhythm, blues and jazz singer
who has been in the business for
15 years.
His career began in the ’90s
by sharing a stage with Natalie Cole on the television show,
“Big Break.” He has eight albums
to his credit and has managed
to rise to the next level by combining his training in jazz and
knowledge of folk, blues and pop
to flawlessly give us a melody all
his own.
Anya Singleton and Abby
Dobson will open for Kevin So
with their own soulful styles.
Tickets are $10 for Baruch faculty and staff and $8 for Baruch
students.
For more information on
tickets, showtimes and other information regarding any of the
events mentioned, please stop
by the BPAC Box Office (NVC
first floor), call 646-312-4085 or
visit baruch.cuny.edu/bpac.
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Lifestyles
BY KERRI JAREMA
ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Walking throughout the city
there are millions of advertisements trying to catch the eyes of
passersby — on the sides of buses,
on the tops of taxi cabs, glued to
scaffolding, on gigantic billboards
atop skyscrapers, above our seats
on the train and on the sides of
defunct pay phones.
With all of these advertisements, it takes a lot to stand out,
but the new posters for The Gap
do just that. The American Classics
campaign for the fall season shows
a side of The Gap that hasn’t been
seen for several seasons. Classic
pieces such as blazers and jeans
have been re-vamped, made with
quality materials and tailored cuts
for both men and women. The ads
themselves return to the heyday
of the brand’s famous advertisements — simple black-and-white
photographs with a youthful cast
of actors, models and athletes in
various casual poses meant to
show off the simplicity and beauty
of the clothes. The idea behind the
campaign is to create your own
Gap by mixing and matching various pieces to create your own individual look.
This invigoration of the Ameri-

can staple is all thanks to Patrick
Robinson, the relatively new executive vice president of Gap design.
Most of us got our first glimpse of
Robinson when he came out with
his Go! International line for Target in the summer of 2007. The
line had perfect pieces for a casual
summer wardrobe, complete with
bow-accented cargo shorts and
strapless dresses.
Robinson has been a designer
to watch in the fashion industry
since 1996 when he was named
one of Vogue magazine’s 100 rising stars. Robinson designed for
many iconic brands, such as Anne
Klein, Perry Ellis, Giorgio Armani
and Paco Rabanne, before he
came into The Gap and has been
deemed the “mega-brand messiah” by many in the business who
believe that Robinson can revive
the dying brand.
It certainly seems that Robinson is up to the task. Since he took
his post, The Gap has taken part
in many successful partnerships,
including a collaboration with
the Council of Fashion Designers
of America and Vogue to have up
and coming designers such as 3.1
Phillip Lim and Michael Bastian
interpret the classic white button-down shirt. Another collaboration, Artists Edition, teamed up
with the Whitney Museum of Art
and the nonprofit Art Production
Fund in order to wrangle a group
of contemporary artists. The
group included Glenn Ligon and
Barbara Kruger to create T-shirts
featuring their artwork.
More recently, The Gap has collaborated with renowned Parisian
boutique Colette to bring a special one-month long installation
to the rotating capsule store next

to their flagship location on Fifth
Avenue. The collection will feature
products ranging from stationary
and room fragrances to more limited edition collaborations with
Oakley sunglasses, Starter jackets,
Hello Kitty watches and T-shirts
with prints by both Paris and New
York artists. The store will be open
until Oct. 5.
When asked about his vision
for The Gap by The New York
Times, Robinson said it was one of
“optimism,” recalling his youth in
California and his desire to recapture the feeling of the “cool, white,
gallery-like spaces.” He asserts that
the styles, fits, colors and even the
weight of the T-shirt fabric used,
all had to be changed
to incorporate his
new aesthetic. He has
definitely stressed
his need for creative
control, even dismissing the European design staff
in 2007, adding the
duties for creating
lines for international markets to
his long list of duties.
It remains to
be seen whether Robinson’s
optimism and
amazing taste
in design will
be enough to
put The Gap
back on top.
In the meantime, he is
succeeding
in bringing impeccably tailored clothes and visionary collaborations to the masses.
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n How Patrick
Robinson is
trying to revive
the classic
brand
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Renowned designer mends the Gap
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Ten signs he’s just not the one for you
BY ELYSSA MALDONADO
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

While many of us like to believe
that we have good judgment when
it comes to guys, even the most
charming of guys may not be the
one. Sometimes, we need a little
reminder of what we should and
should not be tolerating from a
man.
1. He’s always late.
A few minutes usually aren’t too
harmful, and in certain cases, it’s
OK to give the guy the benefit of
the doubt. For instance, if he called
in advance to let you know he’d be
late, then he’s showing you that he’s
responsible. On the other hand,
if you’ve been waiting for over an
hour, with no call, I think it’s safe to
say that he isn’t going to show up.
When there is a pattern of chronic
lateness, he obviously doesn’t think
much of being prompt or seeing
you.
2. He doesn’t call.
Now this may sound a bit trivial,
but if a guy is really interested in
you, then he’d call. Talking on the
phone gives ample opportunity to
get to know someone without too
much pressure. If he’s given you
the “I’ll call you later” and obvious-

ly doesn’t, then his state of mind is
out of sight and out of mind.
3. He’s overly curious.
There is a fine line between curiosity and being suspicious. If your
man is constantly asking, “Where
are you?” or “Who are you with?”
then he’s having some trust issues.
Jealousy looks good on no one, so if
your guy is too insecure to back off,
then it’s time to let him go.
4. He’s argumentative.
Having an argument every now
and then is normal between couples. However, arguing over what
movie to watch or where to eat dinner is absolutely pointless. A man
who doesn’t know how to pick his
battles is only looking for an excuse
to prove that he’s “right.”
5. He’s all talk.
He might say he misses you and
that you’re on his mind 24/7, but do
his actions match his words? Saying
“I miss you” is one of those phrases
that make a girl say “aw.” But if your
guy is all talk and doesn’t show that
he misses you, then he’s just trying
to make sure that he still has you
clinging to his every word.
6. He’s egotistical.
Some guys don’t know the difference between cocky and confi-

dent. Confident guys are smooth
and suave, whereas cocky guys
believe that they are god’s gift to
women. A confident guy will say,
“Can I get your number?” A cocky
guy will approach you and say, “So,
you’re going to give me your number, right?”
7. He doesn’t know the difference
between his “boys” and you.
When guys hang out, they don’t
think twice about what they say
or how they say it. They can be as
crude as they want and it won’t
make a difference. If your guy
treats you like one of his “boys” and
doesn’t have the courtesy to watch
his language, then you need to find
a real gentleman who will treat you
with the respect you deserve.
8. He’s demanding.
Relationships should be 50/50,
not 90/10. Constantly leaving him
messages, visiting him at work or
rearranging your schedule to see
him is just too much. There should
be a mutual understanding that if
he’s as interested as you are, then
he has to make the same effort to
come and see you.
9. He’s old-fashioned.
Even though we’re in the 21st
century, there are still many men

TELEGRAPHY.CO.UK

Some characteristics in men are just not worth tolerating, even if he is good-looking.
that still think in an old-fashioned
manner, or more specifically, in a
sexist manner. When a man uses
sayings like “Just like a woman” or
“Well, you’re a girl,” he’s trying to
show his superiority over you.
10. The “on and off.”
There’s nothing like a relationship that’s “on and off.” However,
when do you draw the line? Being
in an on/off relationship is not only
unhealthy, but hinders the possibility of future relationships. There is

a reason that it didn’t work out the
first, second or third time. There is
little to no chance that trying it just
one more time is going to make a
difference.
Being able to recognize the
signs is the first step towards having a healthy relationship. Putting
up with disrespectful behavior is
only a waste of time that you can be
spending with someone who will
really appreciate you.
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Collette x Gap vs Target Bodegas
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

In congruence with the dawn
of Fashion Week comes the conflagration of the so-called pop-up
shop across the island of Manhattan. A pop-up shop is exactly what
its name denotes; it is a temporary
store. The past two weeks witnessed the opening of two muchanticipated boutiques, Collette x
Gap and Target’s Bullseye Bodegas.
Perhaps two isn’t exactly enough to
classify the pop-up store as a trend,
but hopefully it will spark the minds
of fashion designers and boutique
proprietors in the metropolitan
area and lead to their rise.
Collette x Gap is located adjacent to the Gap flagship store on
Fifth Avenue. The collaboration
between the Parisian boutique and
the timeless American sportswear
chain was expected to turn heads.
As noted in Refinery29 and NYLON
Magazine, Collette x Gap featured
limited edition shirts and accessories with a special focus on hard-toget Parisian products, including the
coveted Repetto ballet flats. However, the shop was completely unworthy of all the buzz. Despite the
prolonged wait to enter the boutique, the items available for purchase were sparse and completely
undeserving of the hefty price tags

GALLERY.APARTMENTTHERAPY.COM

UNEQUALLEDMAGAZINE.COM

Pieces from the Collete x Gap (left) and Target Bullseye Bodegas pop-up shops.
attributed to them. This is not the
first time the Gap has produced
an all-together expensive, but ultimately ordinary collaboration. For
instance, remember their limited
edition white shirts designed by the
minds behind Rodarte and Thakoon?
A better bet for both your wal-

let and closet are Target’s Bodegathemed pop-up shops, which have
four locations throughout the city.
These shops solely feature their
design for all clothing and accessories lines, including collaborations
between high-end designers, from
Sigerson Morrison to Jonathan
Saunders and Anya Himdmarch. If

you loved their recent Richard Chai
collection, you’ll love their new
designs. The Bodegas allow you to
shop the fashions before they hit
the real stores.
The waning economy doesn’t
mean your outfit has to suffer. The
rise of pop-up stores allows everyone to experience high-class fash-

ions from the catwalk for a fraction
of the cost. But when it comes to
the two shops, the inspiration, design and price tag of Collette x Gap
falls short of expectations, whereas
the Bullseye Bodegas truly bring
home the fashion gold by staying
true to the Target slogan: “Expect
More, Pay Less.”

Vegetarian delight London travels
BY EVAN ALVAREZ

Sarananass
81 Lexington Ave, New York
NY, 10016
212-684-7755

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BY YASHIMA BHATIA
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

In the age of “Meatatarianism,”
it is often difficult to find an allvegetarian restaurant. With such
constraints, the vegetarian is
relinquished to be subjected to
daily routines of eating salads,
sandwiches and pastas. One
popular all-vegetarian restaurant is
Saravanaas, or Saravanaa Bhavan,
located just a couple of blocks from
Baruch.
It offers South-Indian food with
many varieties. South Indian dishes
normally have a greater emphasis
on using many types of lentils in
various unique ways. One popular
South Indian dish is a Dosa, a thin
rice and lentil crepe available in
many different flavors, spices, and
fillings traditionally served with
Sambhar (spicy thin lentil soup).
My favorite, the Paper Masala
Dosa (Crispy large rice and lentil
crepe filled with spiced mashed
potatoes), is served with three
different types of bright colored
chutneys made of either, coriander,
coconut, or tomato and onion and
also comes with plain Sambhar.
Although I have a high tolerance
for spicy food, I needed to have
a pitcher of water with this spicy
Dosa.
Another
great
dish
is
Saravanaas’ “South Indian Thali”
A Thali, meaning a plate or platter,
comprises of many different
dishes. Saravanaas uses their own
interpretation by mixing many
styles of different South Indian
dishes that vary day-to-day, with
the exception of rice, Chappathi
(thin whole-wheat bread), Papad
(large flat round lentil cracker),
yogurt, and lemon pickle.
Some dishes offered in the
South Indian Thali include: Lemon
Rasam, a soupy dish made with
Indian spices that can be mixed
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Top: South Indian Thali; bottom: Paper Masala Dosa.
with rice; cucumber yogurt salad,
made with slight salty yogurt and
thin shredded cucumber. The South
Indian Thali, offers the most variety
with nine different side dishes with
the Chappathi and a big portion of
rice, which can easily be eaten by
two people. Although a bit pricey, at
$16.95 and $12 during lunchtime, it
is a great way to experience a variety
of Southern dishes all at once.
Although, Saravanaas is a
great restaurant for the vegetarian
audience, its has some negatives.
For one, Saravanaas during peak
hours can get overcrowded and
may resemble a loud cafeteria. Also
the food can be too spicy even to the
spice non-conservatives. It’s not for

those with a sensitive stomach or
those that are allergic to peanut oil
and coconut, as these are common
ingredients used at Saravanaa
Bhavan. The food is also not for the
health conscious, as it can be quite
oily and/or high in calories.
If you can overlook these
aspects, it is great for you daredevils
who love spices and flavor-packed
vegetarian foods at a decent price
and great convenience.
Out of 5 stars:
Food:´´´
Service: ´´´
Atmosphere: ´´´

Working full time at my job this
past summer, I managed to accumulate enough spare cash to visit
a friend in England for one week.
Given the sobering circumstances
of the dollar’s value, I planned out
my expenses a month in advance
to avoid as much fiscal difficulty as
possible. I was fortunate enough to
stay with her family in a town called
Claygate, located about 30 minutes
south of London by train.
Whether you’re traveling locally
or abroad, it’s always a great idea to
have someone that knows the lay of
the land. I overlooked this valuable
piece of information many times
while visiting other countries and
discovered that you can still make
your travel experience just as rich
and spontaneous with a guide. Perhaps the most significant benefit
of having a contact abroad is being
able to avoid a pricey hotel or uncomfortable hostel.
One of England’s most distinguishing aspects is its people.
Whether I was at a pub grabbing a
beer or asking someone for directions, Britons were always willing
to warmly engage me with a smile.
Despite England’s generalized reputation for poor cuisine, I
found the food to be just as much
of an indulgence as anywhere else.
One of my favorite dishes was fish
and chips, which consists of a large
piece of fried codfish served with
fries, ketchup and mayonnaise. For
some, this might not sound very
appetizing, but it became one my
guilty pleasures during my stay.
Chinese takeout seems to hold
the gold medal for most convenient
and affordable fast food in New
York City, existing as a staple of our
dining culture. Indian food has the
same popularity in England and
can be found nearly everywhere in
the country. Chicken tikka masala,
or as I like to think of it, the General
Tso’s chicken of Indian fast food, is
a favorite among local Britons.
Spending a significant amount
of time in London provided me
with the opportunity to visit all of
the postcard hotspots like Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, London
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London Bridge.
Bridge and Waterloo Bridge. Monuments like these are a real treat to
take a picture with, but often lack
an interactive appeal.
Guided tours in London are
slightly different than tours you
might have taken elsewhere as
they gravitate towards performing
rather than simply talking. Tours
at London Tower are given by Yeoman Warders, who are former servicemen that have been appointed
by the Queen to guard the Tower’s
grounds and educate the public
about its past. Their character was
charmingly dry, witty and humorous, which added a distinct flavor
to the already rich history. The
city’s reputation for being a symbol
of the dramatic arts seems to resonate throughout all other mediums
of aesthetics within London.
Perhaps my least favorite trait of
England is the chronically bi-polar
weather pattern that makes arranging a day outside a bit of a headache.
At any given moment, despite what
is reported on the news, one may
find themselves in a humble downpour of rain, followed by a modest
burst of sunshine, all in a matter of
20 minutes. As seemingly bizarre as
it was, I felt that the weather blanketed the country with a kind of
surrealism that I have never seen
anywhere else.
A week is a very short period of
time to explore a country with such
a rich and eclectic history. As expensive as it is to travel on the dollar these days, it’s truly worth the
investment to indulge in a different
culture, even once, before you hit
the real world.
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Calendar of Events
COMPILED BY KERRI JAREMA

ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Blood Drive Sign-Up
9/15 - 9/18
Office of Student Life
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Study Abroad Fair Promotion
9/15 - 9/19
Weissman Center for International Business
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Informational Table
Lambda Pi Upsilon
Room 2-110 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Constitution Day
Office of Student Life
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Bake Sale
Best Buddies
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Career Fair 08
Starr Career Development Center
Main Gym B2 Level (NVC)
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rush Event
Alpha Epsilon Pi
Room 3-210 (NVC)
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Club Info
Chabad Club
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Informational
Alpha Phi Delta
Room 2-110 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Asamblea Conoscamonos -”Let’s
Meet”
PorColombia
Room 2-215 (NVC)
5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Pizza and Parsha
Chabad Club
Room 4-180 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

The Nisanov Zone
Jewish Student Alliance
Room 3-210 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Torah Study with Sushi
Chabad Club
Room 3-240 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

KPMG Information Session
Beta Alpha Psi (Grad)
750 Newman Library
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Interviews
Kappa Phi Lambda
Room 3-210 (NVC)
3:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.

Study Abroad Fair
Study Abroad
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Opening Ceremony
Latino Heritage Month
Multipurpose Room 1-107
(NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

JP Morgan Investment
Banking Recruiting Event/
Scholarship
ALPFA
Room 2-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

PWC Corporate Presentation
ALPFA
Room 5-165 (NVC)
12:45 p.m - 2:15 p.m.

General Meeting
Wall Street Club
Room 4-225 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

09/15
09/16
09/17
09/18
09/19

Celebrating Ramadan
9/15 - 9/18
Women of Islam
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Movie Viewing
Alpha Phi Delta
Room 3-240 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

General Meeting
Zicklin Sports Business Club
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

The 350 Year Evolution of
Salsa
Latino Heritage Month
Multipurpose Room 1-107
(NVC)
6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

EMAIL REZWANA.HOQUE@BARUCHMAIL.CUNY.EDU FOR MORE INFO

Open Mic
Latino Heritage Month
Multipurpose Room 1-107
(NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Rush Event
Kappa Phi Alpha
Room 3-210 (NVC)
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Latin American Art Gallery: A
Cultural Experience
Latino Heritage Month
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

F O R YO U R
AMUSEME

NT
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Bearcat spotlight: Andrew O’Rourke
BY JONATHAN BATISTA

SURPRISES AT THE U.S. OPEN

STAFF WRITER

After a freshman campaign that
resulted in a City University New
York Athletic Conference Championship first place finish, the
Bearcat spotlight is now shining
on Andrew O’Rourke, of the men’s
Cross Country team. This Brooklyn
native who dedicates himself to his
rigorous training regimen every
week describes his victorious finish
as “extremely unexpected.”
O’Rourke entered the championship with no first place finishes
in the regular season. He joined
Baruch’s cross country team during his first semester and became
an important part of a strong group
of freshmen runners that included
teammate John Moroni who is
confident in Andrew’s abilities as a
runner and as a team leader.
“Andrew is capable of winning
every race he is a part of,” said Moroni. “He is a great leader who is
always willing to help a teammate
and go above and beyond for the
team.” O’Rourke’s success on the
college level would lead one to
believe that he has been running
competitively his whole life. However, he only began competing in
cross country during his senior
year of high school.
But why pick running over other
popular sports? “Lacrosse coaches
made the game not fun anymore, so
I decided to change and switched
to cross country during my senior
year,” explained O’Rourke. This
Bearcat is dedicated to his sport,
but is it all work and no play for
him? When asked about his favorite hobbies or things to do when he
is not racing, he confidently replies,
“I run.”
O’Rourke’s philosophy is that in
order to get everything you can out
of a sport, you must be eager and
willing to put all the time and effort
into it. “Running is a lifestyle, not a
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Andrew O’Rourke runs to success on and off the pavement.
sport,” says Andrew. “Especially in
New York. This is the best city for
runners in the world!”
This attitude is typical of any
devout runner, but there is a trait
of O’Rourke’s personality that most
people would not expect. “For a kid
who doesn’t say a lot, I have the
vocabulary of a sailor,” proclaimed
O’Rourke with a laugh. Although
his championship run provided
him with a great deal of individual
accomplishment, it did not fulfill
his true goal. The team took third
place in the CUNYAC, and for
O’Rourke, team success comes before individual accomplishments.
“Our goal is to improve from last
year’s third place finish. We have a
very capable team this year and the

addition of freshman Gilbert Marte
will give us that strong one-two
punch we need to take it all,” said
O’Rourke.
As for his personal goals,
O’Rourke is confident that he will
be back to giving 100 percent by
the time the championships roll
around. He is currently building up
to full health after an off season that
included knee surgery and a calf injury.
O’Rourke is entering this season
as the defending champion with a
huge bull’s eye on his back. With a
talented and young team following
his lead, the future looks extremely
bright for Andrew O’Rourke and
the Baruch cross country team.

The U.S. Open promised to
be renewed, full of excitement
and sizzling matches; and it
delivered. Even
though this year’s
winners were not
unknown players, the draw, the
quarterfinalist
and the level of
competitiveness
surprised many
CARLOS RUIZ
experts.
Bearcat Prowler
On the men’s
side, Roger Federer showed
once again he is king of the Billie Jean National Tennis Center.
For the fifth straight year, Federer showed that consistency
and solid shots are worth a lot
more than speed and spin. This
year’s runner
up was Andy
Murray — not
a new face in
tennis, but a
new face in the
U.S. Open final. Currently
ranked sixth in
the Association
of Tennis Professionals World rankings, Murray had never made it past the
fourth round at the U.S. Open,
nor had he won or even been a
finalist at any major championship.
Murray made the finals by
defeating the world’s top-seeded
player and crowd favorite, Rafael Nadal, in the semifinals. The
former’s great serve and winning
shots that were seen in his semifinal match made fans believe
that the final match was going
as exceptional as it has always
been.

The fans’ expectations were
not met as Federer easily won the
championship in three straight
sets, two of which were won as
easy as 6-2, 6-2.
The greatest matches were
not seen at the finals as has been
the custom for the U.S. Open. The
Nadal-Murray semifinal match,
for instance, was a lot more exciting and longer than the final
face-off. On one occasion, one
game was won by Nadal only after eight deuces, which is something very unusual in tennis.
On the women’s side, the
winner was another well-known
player, Serena Williams. After
being overshadowed this year by
her sister’s success at Wimbledon, the fourth ranked returned
to the No. 1
ATP
world
ranking spot
by
defeating
second-seeded
6-4, 7-5.
Even though
the women’s final match was
exciting, it was
nothing compared to the quarterfinal match
between the Williams sisters,
who were oddly placed in the
same quarter of the draw, so
fans could see only one of them
in the semifinals. Both of the
match’s two sets were led by Venus 5-3, but eventually ended in
tie-breakers that went to Serena
7-6, 7-6.
As expected, this year’s U.S.
Open delivered great matches,
great upsets and top-notch tennis, even though the matches
that featured them might not
have been the finals.

“The greatest matches
were not seen at the finals
as has been the custom
for the U.S. Open.”
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SCHEDULE
Cross Country
9/20 - Bard College Invitational, 12 p.m.
9/21- Queensborough C.C. Invitational,
11 a.m.
Men’s Soccer
9/17 - Hunter @ Baruch, 6 p.m.
9/20 - Baruch @ City Tech, 12 a.m.

Women’s Tennis
9/16 - Baruch @ CSI, 3:30 p.m.
9/19 - John Jay @ Baruch, 3:30 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball
9/16 - John Jay @ Baruch, 6 p.m.
9/18 - W. Paterson @ Baruch, 7 p.m.
9/20 - 9/21 Baruch Invitational

Brilliant start for cross country
BY ANKUR GANGAHAR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Both the men’s and women’s
cross country teams placed in the
top 10 of their respective first meet,
making for an exciting season
opener at the Baruch Invitational at
Van Courtland Park on Sept. 7.
Jacques Noseal, the men’s cross
country head coach, had promised
“some firepower,” and sophomore
Agustin Lastra, in his collegiate
debut, delivered by leading the
men’s team with a 12th overall finish. He recorded a time of 32 minutes and 53 seconds, which is not
only a team best, but enough of
an achievement to have the title of
City University of New York Athletic
Conference Rookie of the Week bestowed on him.
Noseal had stated that this year,
“Both John Jay and Brooklyn College will be the main competition,”
but still expects to be “a frontrunner for the CUNY championship.”
Though Lastra made an impressive
collegiate debut, Noseal believes
the rest of the Bearcats will be led
by sophomore Andrew O’Rourke,
who came first in last year’s CUNYAC championship. Unfortunately,
O’Rourke was injured during his
race, preventing him from performing at his best.
On the women’s side, head
coach Ariadne Mui also has high
expectations for this year’s team,
stating, “I expect the ladies to
run harder than they did last year
because of the successful season
they had. They have set the bar so
high that now all eyes are on them
this year.”
Mui feels the team’s competition this year will be Hunter College
and is getting her runners ready
for them. “The team this year is a
seasoned squad with natural tal-
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The women’s cross country team won their first meet, getting a head start in the brand new season.
ent. We are focusing heavily on our
strategy during practices.” Holding
practices every day of the week and
making it as easy and accessible for
the runners is key. “Motivation and
learning from mistakes I made last
season is a plus,” she said.
With this attitude the Bearcats
did exceptionally well at the Baruch Invitational. Junior Jessica
Penaherrera was named CUNYAC
Women’s Runner of the Week. She

also placed second in the invitational with a 6,000-meter time of
26 minutes and 32 seconds. Penaherra was also the top conference
finisher, coming in second out of 71
runners. Last year, she helped the
team secure the CUNYAC championships with a dominating 37point lead.
Mui feels that both Penaherrera
and senior Monica Honrade are going to lead the team this year. “Jes-

sica is an outstanding athlete who
is dedicated and disciplined in her
training. Everything she touches
turns to gold.
Honrade, who has been on the
team for four years, started the
season strong. In fact, Honrade
has been training hard, running in
the mornings before classes, and
earned her first individual eighth
place medal at the meet. “She is
a clear example that if you want

something bad enough, you can
achieve it.”
Both teams felt they have built a
“tight-knit crew” and expect to engage in an interesting and competitive cross country season.
This upcoming Sunday, the
teams head out once again to Van
Courtland Park for the Queensborough Community College Invitational.

Soccer ’cats keep pace with rivals
BY JOSEPH CAFARELLI
STAFF WRITER

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

The men’s soccer team squeezes out tie win as keep up with NYU.

For the second time in as many
games, the men’s soccer team
played equal with their opponent
in a 1-1 double overtime tie. On
Wednesday, Sept. 10, the Bearcats
faced their downtown rival, New
York University, a team coming off
two straight National Collegiate
Athletic Association postseason appearances, one of which included a
trip to the Final Four in 2006.
The Bearcats faced NYU with
plenty of rest as their Sept. 6 game
against Manhattanville was cancelled in anticipation of hazardous
conditions due to Hurricane Hannah. The soccer team did not practice over the weekend, but things
picked up Monday morning with
a practice associate head coach
Dima Kamenshchik described as
“a personal hell … very early in the
morning.”
The time off between games
seemed to be getting to the players. Practice on Tuesday included
teammates barking at each other
and rising tension. This intensity,
however, did not worry Kamenshchik. “I don’t mind the adrenaline
pumping … nothing was out of or-

der between the players. They just
really wanted to go out there and
play.”
Baruch wasted little time taking
their frustrations out on their opponent. Once again, the Bearcats
opened up the game by setting the
pace against their opponent with
shots on goal, which resulted in a
goal in the 21st minute by senior
defender Aykan Yurdacan who was
playing the left midfield position
that evening.
Baruch’s intensity appeared to
subside after getting the early lead,
as team co-captain Nelson DiBastiano noticed the team “slacking
after getting the early lead … We’re
getting a bit too confident after getting a lead, and our level of play
drops a bit.” Senior captain Nick
Shnayderman echoed his sentiments, stating that the team wasn’t
showing “the killer instinct to put
[their] opponents away.”
The lapse in intensity was evident in the box score, as NYU outshot Baruch 30-7. Despite the onesided shot tally, NYU only managed
one goal as, in the 69th minute, Violet forward Branden Neal headed
the ball into the net to tie the game
at 1 apiece.
Neal is a player that was on Ba-

ruch’s radar before the game, as the
senior scored two goals in NYU’s 40 victory last year.
While weather along the East
Coast postponed Baruch’s game
against Manhattanville, coastal
conditions did not affect the team’s
seven-hour trip north to Buffalo,
New York. The Bearcats took on Medaille on Sept. 13, another strong
out-of-conference opponent that
was coming off an NCAA appearance in 2007. However, the result of
the match occurred too late for this
edition.
The game was the final nonconference game for a while, as
Wednesday, Sept. 17 the Bearcats
will once again take the field at the
Metropolitan Oval, against longstanding rival Hunter College at 6
p.m. Hunter had won three games
in a row entering this past weekend,
and junior midfielder Diego Guerrero recently was named Eastern
College Athletic Conference Metro
Offensive Player of the Week.
Guerrero appears to be another
hurdle in a season that has seen
the Bearcats neck and neck with
their opponents. It’s only a matter
of time before someone wins and
someone loses.

