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At CUNY, there is no such thing
as a growth stunt. Enrollment continues to rise at the university and
each semester generates an increase in student matriculation.
According to the CUNY Newswire, CUNY has received its largest
spring enrollment for the spring
2010 semester, with 257,474 enrollees, based on preliminary estimates. This is a 5.2 percent jump up
from the 244,687 enrollees of spring
2009.
In the fall of 2008, enrollment
had spiked 4.8 percent from the
previous year, reaching 233,253
and the University reported it as
the ninth consecutive year of enrollment gains.
CUNY reported that senior college enrollment is now at 161,581
— a 5.4 percent increase from last
spring. Community college enrollment hovers at 89,346 — a 4.9 percent increase, also from last spring.
According to the Newswire,
more students are returning for
bachelor’s degrees after obtaining
their associate’s.
“There is a sense that in the face
of such uncertainty, this is a good

time to prepare for the future,” said
Marcella Amorza, the vice president for enrollment at New York
City College of Technology.
The shaky job market may be the
cause for the increase in students;
to enhance their skills or study
something new, but also forcing
them to choose an affordable twoor four-year education that is found
within the CUNY system. According
to the Newswire, Queens College
has reported an “influx of secondsemester transfers from expensive
colleges like Adelphi, Hofstra and
residential SUNY campuses.”
Students like them also bring
with high GPAs and SAT scores,
adding to the university’s standing
in the nation as the leader for higher public education.
Last fall, Baruch, along with
Hunter and Brooklyn Colleges, was
named one of the best colleges in
2010, according to U.S. News and
World Report.
CUNY has also seen a high
influx of veterans as a recent enhancement to the G.I Bill cleared
a path for as many as 2,000 former
soldiers to enroll at CUNY.
The new CUNY Justice Academy,
which connects John Jay College
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CUNY’s Chancellor Matthew
Goldstein could be multitasking
soon if he gets the job as chair of
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s charter revision committee.
Two weeks ago Baruch held an
event for the charter revision, in
which former Comptroller William
C. Thompson Jr. discussed The New
York City Charter. Now a CUNY individual could possibly be integrated into the committee.
While there are no confirmed
reports of Goldstein taking on the
position, it was reported that he is
the leading candidate by the New
York Daily News on Feb 10.
Bloomberg spokesman Stu Loeser said in the Daily News, “without confirming or denying anything
Matt Goldstein is a highly respected
and independent person.”
Until there is a decision made,
CUNY Central is forwarding all media inquiries to the mayor’s office.
The mayor’s office did not respond for comments to The Ticker.
“Over the years from time to
time the chancellor will be invited
to serve in a public service position,” said Jay Hershenson, senior
vice chancellor and secretary of the
Board of Trustees of CUNY. Hershenson pointed out past CUNY
chancellors that held public office.
However, according to reports
in other publications there are dif-

On Thursday, Feb. 11, Baruch
College lost a treasure to students,
faculty and staff alike. Due to the
college being closed on President’s
Day, the news of Professor Jerry
Bornstein passing away did not
reach many until last Tuesday.
The deputy chief librarian was
64 years old. He grappled with
heart issues for many years, which
may have contributed to his sudden death.
Bornstein joined the Newman
Library in 1994 as an Instructional
Services Librarian, teaching and
conducting reference services.
Roughly six years later, he was
promoted to deputy chief librarian. Beloved by almost everyone
who knew him, Bornstein has been
described as larger than life and
possessing a love for students and
journalism.
He taught an “Information and
Society” course and his area of
expertise included electronic research methods and information
systems.
For many who worked with him
and had the pleasure of knowing
him, the news is still a shock.
“We are taking his passing very
hard,” said Annette Ruiz, assistant
to the chief librarian.
Those who were really close to
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E&Y invites Baruch students
to its latest competition.
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him knew an activist, a mentor,
and a lover of Zydeco music, a high
tempo folk music that originated
in the South. The fond memories
recounted by those who knew him
well paint a vivid picture of passionate man.
“He was a very jolly person,”
said Ruiz. “He was the storyteller,
he always told incredible stories
and he had an incredible passion
for his students and his co-workers.
He was a delight.”
For Jin Ma, an assistant professor of the library department,
Bornstein was not just a co-worker
but also a mentor. “He helped me
a lot when I started teaching a few
years ago; he shared his thoughts
and even his course materials,” she
said.
Aisha Pena, associate professor of the library department, described his passion for information
literacy. Sandra Roff, the library’s
archivist, spoke of his strong hand
in creating the information studies
minor and making sure that other
departments knew of it, linking it to
various curriculums.
“Whatever he did [that was] related to the campus would always
be a reflection ‘how will the students handle it, how will the students deal with this,’” said Pena.
Bornstein’s commitment to
students began during his college
years. He attended New York

Last month, the history department was given recognition for its
academic excellence by the American Historical Association.
AHA, a non-profit organization for historical studies, honored
the department at its 124th annual
meeting held in San Diego from
Jan. 7 to Jan. 10.
“The AHA asked for nominations of history departments with
an excellent, publishing faculty that
engaged in innovative teaching
methods, but were unheralded,”
said Cynthia Whittaker, chair of the
history department.
“We’re not sure who nominated
us, but we suspect it was a member
of the external review committee
that had recently accredited our
department.”
According to a press release
from CUNY Newswire, Baruch’s
was among eight departments to be
featured at the meeting, receiving
the recognition of “best practices”
in teaching history to undergraduates.
The AHA examined five “overarching themes” in their selection
of colleges: “Achieving Excellence
in Teaching Practice,” “Globalization Historiography,” “World Class
Learning Environments,” “Curriculum Transformation,” “Digitalization and New Media in Teaching”
and “Historical Preservation.”
Whittaker stated that the history
department fits the AHA’s criteria,
because “every one of [our] faculty
is a publishing scholar and we are
equally dedicated to our students.”
According to the mission statement, the goal of the history department is “to educate students
for effective leadership and membership in a global political, social
and economic community by providing a historical understanding
of the major world cultures.”
“With much effort and excellent
leadership, the history department
has developed a unique combination of strengths: a diverse faculty
of outstanding researchers, an emphasis on cultivating students’ oral
and written communication, and
popular courses which match up
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ferent candidates for the job. The
Gotham Gazette reported that Anthony Crowell, a senior counselor
to the mayor, was chosen for the
committee chair. In the same Daily News article about Goldstein’s
possible position, two Bloomberg
aides told the paper that Cromwell
and speechwriter Francis Barry
were likely to join the committee,
but there was nothing specifying
Cromwell to be the chair.
But according to silive.com, billionaire businessman and former
mayoral candidate Ronald Lauder
was filling the positon.
All three reports were published
on Feb. 10 in these various New
York papers.
According to the Daily News,
“the mayor gets to appoint the
members of a charter revision commission and set its agenda, and a
wide-open mandate would create
all sorts of possibilities.”
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Intervarsity gets poetic for Haiti
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MONDAY 2/22
The Baruch College Health Center
will be hosting Health Week from
Monday, Feb. 22 to Friday, Feb. 26.
Cap and gown ticket ordering for
the 45th Commencement exercises
begin today. Visit the student life
website at www.baruch.cuny.edu/
stulife. Students must file for graduation by March 9 at the Registrar
office in order to be included in the
program booklet. Commencement
will be held on Tuesday, June 1.

WEDNESDAY 2/24
There will be an open house for the
Steven L. Newman Real Estate Institute in order for students to learn
more about affordable courses in
the field in Room 206 of the East
22nd Street building from 6 to 7
p.m. Call 646-660-6950 to sign up
for individual courses.
The Zicklin Graduate Leadership
series will feature HSBC’s Diance
D’Erasmo in room 750 in the 25th
Street building from 12-1:30 p.m.
RSVP online at www.baruch.cuny.
edu/studentaffairs.

THURSDAY 2/25
An open luncheon and conversation will be held for students with
Ben Corpus, vice president of Student Affairs, from 12 to 1:30 p.m.
at the East 25th Street building in
Room 705. RSVP online at www.baruch.cuny.edu/studentaffairs.
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Attendees listened intently as the performers gave their spoken word and creative performances at the Poetry Slam 4 Haiti.
BY SABRINA SMITH
NEWS EDITOR

Students crowded room 3-215 in the Vertical
Campus as members of the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) hosted Poetry Slam 4
Haiti on Thursday, Feb. 18.
Moderated by Cristina Cespedes, vice president and large group coordinator of IVCF, the
event was held in an effort to inform the Baruch
public about the importance of helping others
and raising money to contribute towards Haiti
relief efforts.
“[We] saw last year that we would like to do
community service, and a lot of people wanted
to do this and were caring about what was going on in the world, and we came up with a Haiti
event,” said Cespedes.

According to the club description, the “nature” of IVCF is to “bring students to the understanding of Christ and instill love for Baruch students, faculty, and administration.”
Decorated with a Haitian cultural theme,
the room embodied a comfortable setting that
welcomed students to experience the variety of
artistic reflections, with an emphasis on Haiti’s
beauty and ability to reconstruct from its current
condition.
Buckets with pictures of Haitian flags were
placed throughout the room for attendees to
make monetary donations for the cause.
The event opened with performances from
guest poets. Although not from Baruch, their
messages reflected the unification of the student
body to support Haiti.
“It’s no mistake that we’re all in this room

and I don’t want you guys to leave here crying
or feeling guilty,” said Cespedes. “We’re here
because we have been given the power to do
something.”
Stephanie Rampersad, president of IVCF,
took the stage with a personal tribute poem
reading for Haiti.
The event concluded with a hip-hop piece
from a Haitian performer that drew the attention of the audience with its creative flow and
dialogue.
“[We] believe that God loves every single student on campus and we recognize that love has
no boundaries, so not only does He want us to
work here on campus to make a movement but
also to be able to have the opportunity for student to reach outside of our regular lifestyles and
playing a bigger role for Haiti,” said Rampersad.

USG decides on figures
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FRIDAY 2/26
The spring Study Abroad fair will be
held in VC 1-107 from 12 to 3 p.m.
Today is the deadline for submission for the Abraham J. Briloff Prize
in Ethics. sponsered by the Office of
Academic Affairs ad the CUNY Institute for Software Design and Development. Cash prices range from
$500 up to the grand prize of $2500.
Register at http://math.cisdd.org.

Corrections
NEWS
In Issue 2 of The Ticker, Ned Sublette
was spelled incorrectly in the article
“Baruch hosts teach-in for Haiti.”
“Voodoo” should have been spelled
Vodou. The former term is considered derogatory and offensive. It
has roots in negative portrayals of
the religion as a demonic practice.

FEATURES
In the article “Baruch’s expert on
Iran,” Professor Ervand Abrahamian’s name was spelled incorrectly.

ARTS & STYLE
The article “City Bakery sells a
delicious collection of treats” in
Issue 2 listed no contact information for the store, as is consistent with our restaurant reviews.
The bakery is located at 3 W.18th
Street, New York, NY 10011. Their
phone number is 212-366-1414.

USG Briefs
USG CORRESPONDENT

USG CORRESPONDENT

President Tanvir Hossain of the
Undergraduate Student Government plans to set out next year’s
budget agenda this upcoming week
in an attempt to show the need for
a “renewed” connection between
USG and its constituents.
“Conversation between the government and the students is significantly lagging,” said Hossain.
According to the president,
lack of funding is a prime issue on
campus and before fiscal concerns
can be addressed students must be
educated on the problems affecting
their college community.
In response to campus concerns,
USG plans to hold a series of town
hall meetings to establish the current priorities on campus. Hossain
also intends to use the meetings as
a platform to introduce a proposed
hike in the student activity fee.
While the projected amount of
the updated fee is still in the planning stages, the increase is intended to double the sum of the organizations’s revenue, which currently
is set at an estimated $160,000.
USG has operated on “identical” revenue since 2005 as a result
of the student activity fee, and for
Hossein the activity fee increase is a
proposal that is long overdue.
“At the end of the day there
is something in it for everybody,
whether you are part of clubs on
campus, tutor for SACC or write
for the Ticker, funding affects you,”
said Hossain. “More than anything
it’s about enriching the experience
students have on campus.”
Hossain also plans to utilize a
portion of this revenue increase to
make additions to the current USG
organizational structure, includ-

The Undergraduate Student Government will sponsor an alcohol
awareness event on Feb. 23 from 6
to 9 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room
as part of “Health Awareness Week”
on campus.
The event is designed to help
spread awareness on the effects of
alcohol on students. According to
President Tanvir Hossain, the event
will also feature lectures from various speakers.
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ing a programming board that will
oversee all social events hosted at
the college.
Last month, Hossain tested out
his planned initiative by creating an
ad-hoc Programming Committee
that in its short time successfully
executed events, such as the Haiti
Concert and the Haiti Teach-in.
Hossain also argued against accusations that USG spending is ineffective to the needs of the Baruch
community.
“The primary goal of USG is not
allocating money on parties and social events,” said Hossain. “You can
see from the past that many of our
co-sponsored events are cultural
and educational such as events
for Black History Month or raising
money for the Haiti earthquake.”
Hossain addressed one of the
“hindrances” affecting the organization and its ability to fully sup-

port the needs on campus.
“One of the main reasons we
need more money is to create a
pathway for clubs to participate in
national and international competitions where Baruch is given a
chance to get its name out there,”
said Hossain.
USG will also make it their priority to publish all budgets and fund
allocations on the USG website.
“Students are not going to go on
the website on a day-to-day basis
analyzing what’s on the budget,
but the vast majority wants to know
that it is available to them,” said
Hossain.
“This year we are doing the reverse approach: first, we are asking
the students what their needs are,
and then, exposing them to all the
hidden opportunities available for
a more enhanced college experience.”

Ralph Bianculli and Justin Vellela,
student participants of the KPMG
Living Green Case Competition,
presented their agenda for implementing a sustainability program
at Baruch College.
The agenda introduces green products on campus as a means of making the college more cost-effective
and environmentally friendly.
Vice President Armaan Torabi and
the Programming Committee are
planning a karaoke night.

Elections for the
Undergraduate
Student Government
for the academic
year 2010-2011 are
scheduled for
April 12-15.
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History gets
acknowledged at
Baruch by AHA

Grassroots discuss ‘bad’politics CUNY

student
population
takes a
giant leap
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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in both content and clientele the
global diversity of Baruch’s student
body,” said history professor Bert
Hansen.
At the convention, the opening
address also consisted of a fiveminute video about each of the history departments that were recognized by the AHA. Noted as “A Gem
in the City,” the AHA described the
history department as “diverse”
and “bustling,” and complimented
its ability to place history students
in “one-of-a-kind” internships to
prepare them for jobs in various
fields of study, according to the organization’s website.
“We have often been likened
to a ‘hidden jewel,’ not recognized
because we are overshadowed by
being located in a world-renowned
business school,” said Whittaker.
“However, many among our faculty
are well-known through their appearances on TV. This is an honor
for the department as a whole and
a tribute to our development over
the 40 years of our existence.
“We are delighted by this honor,
of course, and welcome the attendant publicity — we are ‘hidden’ no
longer,” she stated. “We hope this
will draw more students as majors
and minors.”
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Grassroots members led the discussion on the problems with New York State and its politics.
BY SABRINA SMITH
NEWS EDITOR

On Tuesday Feb. 16, Grassroots
hosted “New York State: WTF?” a
presentation that featured a discussion on the problems with political leadership within the state.
Among a small group of guests
and club members, President Ben
Guttmann lead the conversation
that focused on the “faulty” individuals that were indicted in regards to the political platform.
Eliot Spitzer, characterized as
Client # 9, was the person to be addressed. Students conversed about
Spitzer’s role as a professor despite
his 2008 involvement with a prostitution scandal.
The group discussion contin-

ued with talks about Governor
Paterson’s mishaps, including the
recently proposed budgets from
the education system, as well as
his overall performance in the political sector.
“I think he needs to take into
account that he came out at a
bad time and it’s not his fault; he
has not been forming the way he
should be,” said sophomore Manuel Silva.
Also present at the event was
Armaan Torabi, vice president of
Undergraduate Student Government, who also commented on Paterson’s behalf.
In addition to Spitzer and Paterson, the conversation also included Sen. Monserrate convicted
of domestic violence against his

girlfriend; Sen. Pedro Espada and
his reasons as to why he doesn’t
live in the district that he represents; and Senate Majority leader
Joe Bruno the temporary president
of the New York State senate who
was convicted of fraud.
Some of the proposed ideas for
fixing the state included desolving
the legislature and choosing the
right people to lead.
Freshamn Mona Khalil stated, “We do live in a republic and
people do have some say in what
goes on and most aren’t educated
enough and don’t know how to
make educative decisions.”
“New York State politics is a total mess, and we are the joke of the
nation,” said Guttmann. “Something needs to be done.”

with six community colleges, has
also impacted the higher enrollment numbers. According to the
Newswire last fall, as many as 1,600
began in criminal justice and 200
in forensic science. The academy
enables students to earn an associate’s degree then move on to obtain
their bachelor’s at John Jay.
La Guardia Community College
estimated 16,483 people this semester, up by 240 from last spring.
As of Jan., the number of returning
students registered was 7,551 —
approximately 2,444 more than last
spring.
“The economy is such that many
more students are opting to stay
enrolled,” said Michael Baston, associate dean for enrollment management and student development
at La Guardia, in the Newswire.
In November, The New York
Times reported that two-year colleges had stopped accepting applications for the fall semester, pulling
back the cutoff time from one week
prior to the start of classes to two
months prior.
CUNY Matters reported last fall
that graduate programs have also
seen a 5.6 percent increase.
CUNY is also expecting the fall
2010 registration number to increase and exceed last fall’s but
with the budget cuts recently proposed by Gov. Paterson which total
$104 million, CUNY is expected to
experience another rise in tuition
along with a cutback of faculty.
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Wallerstein for President
The college has narrowed down the search
for president to three candidates, all of whom have
held open forums on campus to formally introduce
themselves to the Baruch
community in the past
few weeks. After carefully
investigating each of the finalists’ past, The Ticker has
decided to stand behind
Dr. Mitchel Wallerstein for
president.
His extensive amount
of experience in philanDENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER thropy is just what Baruch
needs in this time of budget constraints. According to the biography provided on the
Baruch website, Wallerstein served as the vice president of
the MacArthur foundation, one of the world’s largest philanthropic organizations.
As dean of the Maxwell School at Syracuse University,
fundraising has been a chief priority for Wallerstein. At the
State of the School address, he stressed that the school’s fundraising goals were “clearly a no-brainer and its importance to
the school cannot be overstated.”
In addition to that, he is also passionate about international
relations. In his early career at the MacArthur Foundation,
he directed the international grantmaking program, which
makes more than $85 million in grants each year throughout
the world in the areas of international peace and security,
according to Baruch’s website. Wallerstein also has a number
of career experiences in international relations.
At his open forum earlier this month, he said one of his
priorities for the school would be to expand Baruch’s reach
overseas, which was also an important goal for him at Syracuse. Baruch’s diverse student body would only improve
and become more successful if we expanded our horizons
beyond U.S. borders.
Each candidate definitely has excellent qualities. Dr. Gerald
Rosenfeld has a strong background in finance and investment,
and business is the backbone of Baruch’s culture. However,
this could cause even more emphasis to be placed on the
Zicklin school and even less attention could be given to liberal
arts, which can’t afford to be set aside. While we acknowledge
that the school’s excellence in business is what has earned us
national recognition, we feel that the focus now needs to be
turned to delevoping the Weissman School of Arts and Sciences and the less popular School of Public Affairs.
Our provost, Dr. James McCarthy’s strengths lie in his
familiarity with the CUNY system and the Baruch College
community. His time on campus has given him unque insight
into the needs of the students and faculty. Moreover, in our
experience, the Provost has always been involved with the affairs of the campus and willing to talk to the paper about any
important issues we approached him with. We appreciate his
openness with The Ticker and his commitment to the student
body. However, we feel that having Wallerstein as president
and McCarthy still an integral member of our community
would only make the college better.
Our school needs a president with the strength to maintain financial security, and the vison to ensure that we will
continue to grow. Through his speeches to the school and his
strong and impressive track record, Dr. Wallerstein’s that he
possesses these qualities.
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YOUR LETTERS AND COMMENTS
Dear NBA,
Let me begin by saying how proud I
am of this team and how far we’ve come
as a group. This party was started in the
winter of 2008 through the leadership of
everyday students on campus who were
fed up with not having their interests
represented. These leaders were selfless, and truly believed in their mission.
They were leaders who wanted to make
Baruch a place to be proud of; a place
where they can exchange ideas with
their peers; a place where they have a
good time, a great education, and make
the most of their college experience.
We set out to counter commuter culture
and boy, have we come a long way.
Our campaign in spring 2009 quickly
turned into a movement. The purpose
of this movement was to bring dignified
student leadership to the Undergraduate Student Government of the sort that
the college has never seen. Leadership
that would listen to the students, stand
up to administrators for student needs,
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rights, and NBA is very lucky to have
such a board. As the election season
begins, I want to wish them the best of
luck and offer them some advice.
First: stay above the fray. The election season can reach low points with
mudslinging and misinformation. Just
make sure you aren’t a part of that. Fight
the negativity with positivity.
Second: keep the students’ interests
at heart. You are running to represent
the student body. Never forget that.
Finally: work as a team. The NBA I’ve
come to love is a group of individuals
who look out for each other, who have
fun together, and who have developed a
bond that transcends any election cycle
or student government party.
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” -Confucius
Let the games begin...
Sincerely,
Tanvir Hossain
USG President

The opinions expressed on these pages are those of the contributors, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ticker.
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set an agenda to enhance student life
and redefine the “culture and climate”
of Bernard M. Baruch College. I am
proud to have been a part of this movement and to have seen it continue with
increased momentum.
This year, NBA held its first primaries for all positions. This allowed NBA
to be open, transparent and attract the
best-qualified students for the respective positions. No other party in Baruch
College has ever taken such steps. We
allow anyone to contest the positions,
and do not offer them exclusively to a
small, out-of-touch core. This not only
allows us to remain competitive, but
also ensures the dynamic nature of the
student body is represented. I have full
confidence in the ability of NBA’s new
executive board nominees — Garam
Choe, Shabe Ahmed, Yelky Ramos and
Cathy Huang — to lead this team and
continue to bring the organization to
new levels of greatness. This diverse,
talented and intelligent group of individuals is truly remarkable in their own
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page are those of the individual
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represent those of The Ticker.
The Ticker opinion page
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Living in a material world Big Brother’s always watching you
Gossip Girl. Jersey Shore. The
Hills.
All of these shows are categorized as “teen dramas,” but do they
really reflect the lives led by teens?
Part of the American value system is the belief in “the American
dream.”
All around the world, people
work to achieve this dream. Immigrants work hard for their place in
society and for the future of their
children. Their children are taught
that “if you work hard you can be
anything you want to be.”
Where is that story on television? Gossip Girl’s cast of characters
is comprised of model-esque snobs
who attend Ivy League schools.
The Hills “allegedly” follows rich
young adults in California leading
their vapid lives: buying loads of
shoes and picking fights over tools
and bimbos. What is there to identify with here?
Professionals and parents wonder why their children are becoming more materialistic and suffering from body dysmorphia.
Young people tend to idolize
and imitate famous people they see
in the media. Is it any wonder that
young girls feel pressured to be size
zeroes and that guys need to have
as many muscles and cars as possible?
Look at Heidi Montag. She is 23
and has already had over 12 cosmetic surgeries, with more planned
in the future. For a country all about
values and hard work, we sure like
to portray a different story in our
entertainment.
In the United Kingdom, they
have teen dramas that dare to reveal the truth about just how unglamorous teen life really is. Shows
like “Skins,” “The Inbetweeners,”
and “Misfits” have lead characters
that look like the people you go to

school with.
They deal with story lines about
the types of issues we really deal
with. There are no big fancy cars,
pin-thin starlets dripping in designer flare or wax-faced models.
“Skins” is a show that takes story lines written by real teenagers.
They deal with such controversial
topics as: narcissism, dysfunctional
families, personality disorders, immigration issues, substance abuse,
sexuality, teenage pregnancy, disability and death in the city of Bristol, England.
“The Inbetweeners” follows a
group of nerdy outsiders in high
school as they navigate the perils of
school bullies and perverted driving instructors, trying to get served
at bars, and, ultimately, just trying
to fit in.
“Misfits” follows a group of juvenile offenders starting their community service who are struck by
lightning that inadvertently endows
them with superpowers. Even this
supernatural drama-comedy has
a lot of heart in the story, because
it’s really about a group of social
outcasts who finally find a sense of
belonging in each other.
Why aren’t there more shows
like this in the United States? We
have no contrast to the glamorized
programming slathered in materialism that we’re bombarded with
on a nightly basis.
Some would blame Hollywood,
but at the end of the day they’re just
catering to what we want. We’re the
numbers in the ratings game. It’s
time for us to re-evaluate our lives
and think about what’s really important.
-Gizelle Lugo ‘12
Psychology Major

How would you feel if you knew
the government was watching every
move you made?
Recently, the U.S. Department of
Justice told the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals in Philadelphia that
cell phone tracking done without
a warrant is constitutional. In essence, the Justice Department said
that the government is not required
to have a warrant to track cellular
devices such as that iPhone you
might have in your pocket. They
wouldn’t need a warrant even if it
was just a hunch, meaning that any
police official could track you if they
just wanted to. Just a few years ago,
tracking phones was the stuff of Hollywood action and thriller movies.
Now, even though police are tapping
into the locations of mobile phones
constantly, the legal rules remain
blurred and aging federal privacy
laws are not keeping up.
“Big brother” may soon have an
eye on you wherever you go. Big
Brother is a character in George Orwell’s 1984, a novel in which a totalitarian society keeps everyone under
complete surveillance. Now, what
once seemed to be fantasy is becoming a reality. In England, CCTV surveillance cameras are on every block.
I’ve actually seen CCTV in action and
it is not fun. No matter where you
walk, there is a camera watching you,
recording you and analyzing everything you do. Many people feel that
this may be a safety precaution: no
matter what misfortune might happen, someone is watching you and
can contact emergency services. But
others feel like it’s a bad thing, an eye
in the sky stalking you.
We live in America where privacy and freedom is a birthright. We
can’t function correctly if we know
someone is sitting in a room with
hundreds of screens judging every
mistake and every move. Undoubt-

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

edly, there are pros and cons. Many
crimes will be caught on camera
and people will be wary of that, so
crime levels will drop. But is that a
worthy trade-off for smaller crimes
you might commit and get in trouble
for? Running a red light because you
thought you could catch the yellow,
littering in public or jaywalking? The
police would not only get your face
but also follow your every move to
your house. They then could come
in and give you a summons. Not
only that, but any video you have is
collected and archived in a library
saved by the officials to use against
a person in court.
Many women shudder at this
thought. A man that you cannot even

see following you everywhere you go,
finding out where you live and who
you hang out with — all in the privacy of a office. He is a stalker getting
paid by the government. Big Brother
is already in play in England, where
depression and anxiety problems are
among the highest in the world. I believe that Big Brother should not be
allowed to watch American citizens
at the expense of taxpayers’ money.
I believe that privacy is a right and
that this violates the Constitution.
Do you think that you can live, being
watched every second of every day
for your entire life?
-Sukhdev Rathour ‘13
Finance Major

Iran’s Green Revolution THE ETHICAL TIGHTROPE
Just a little over 31 years ago, the
Shah fled Iran on the brink of revolution. Now, the very people who
dethroned and banished the shah
are facing karmic strife as the country sits once again at a crossroads.
In the upcoming months and
years, the world will watch as Iran
either becomes a military regime or
a confident and peaceful country
no longer under the rule of an oppressive and religious regime. The
path that the country chooses will
reverberate around the world and
determine Iran’s place in the world
for the next 50 years.
The Iranian Central Government is losing power as the persistent Green Movement gathers
momentum. On the 31st anniversary of the Iranian Revolution, the
government’s security forces unleashed waves of tear gas and arrested crowds of people associated
with the Green Movement.
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and his
band of militant dictators know
that if the Green Movement continues to grow, the dictatorial government may soon find itself in the
shah’s footsteps on the way to exile
in Egypt.
However, before Khamenei
gives up his position as “Grand
Exalted Leader,” he will use the Iranian military to launch an offensive
against the rebellious Green Movement. To quell these protests, the
Central Government has resorted
to jamming the Internet and mobile phones.
It is this abuse of power that can
push the country down the path towards militaristic oppression.
The greatest hope for the future
of Iran lies in the hands of the public and their resiliency against tyrannical policies.
After the controversial re-election of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the Green Movement
became an effort to remove him

from office. Now, the discontent
with the Central Government lies
far beyond the re-election of Ahmadinejad.
There are social, economic, legal and political concerns that now
need to be addressed. The Iranian
government’s policy on domestic
issues has long been one of deflection by placing foreign issues on
center stage. Try as they might, the
Central Government is no longer
fooling anyone.
Although the Green Movement
has not yet reached its full potential, it is only a matter of time before the Green Movement has the
Central Government backed into a
corner.
Iran is one of the world’s youngest countries; the median age of the
population is 26 and at least twothirds of the population is under
the age of 30. These young minds
are less likely to follow traditional
Islamic ideologies, and more likely
to take on democratic philosophy
and push for human rights enjoyed
by countries like the United States.
With each passing day, more of
these young Iranians find themselves drawn to the Green Movement’s battle.
In these next few months, tensions will run higher. The world will
have to watch the actions of both
the Green Movement and the Central Government. Should the revolution begin, the United States will
certainly consider intervening, but
as history shows, it may not be the
best idea.
Only time will tell which road
Iran will take, but I believe that the
Green Movement will become too
much of an overwhelming force.
Khamenei will fall as the citizens of
the Islamic Republic take back their
stolen rights and freedom.
-Shayan Saber ‘12
Economics/Psychology

The challenge of maintaining ethics in the world of investment.
When I mention Enron, a
shiver should shoot down every
reader’s spine. That situation
was filled with people doing
unethical and, in some cases,
illegal things to further their
personal finance. However, is
it reasonable to expect ethical
behavior in the world of investments?
I remember how the media
labeled those who were involved
in the Enron scandal as “monsters” and I thought to myself,
“why?”
Every day, people from all
walks of life make decisions that
don’t fit into the social order of
ethics established by our society.
Last semester, one of my
classmates in philosophy told
me that drug dealing was just
another form of business for
him, which provides for people
who have very little. He even
said that people who overdose
on those drugs do so because
of their own negligence, not because of the dealer.
Investors are put on the
chopping block every day to
perform and “give the people
what they need/want.” If they
fail, their name gets trampled
on. If a person invests too much,
(metaphorically, overdosing)
they could lose everything.
This is analogous to athletes
who use steroids to enhance
their playing and brokers who
will do almost anything to make
money — regardless of the ethical implications. But that doesn’t
mean that it’s right, even if no
law has been broken.
Take Bernard Madoff as an
example. He was considered
a financial genius. He saw the
futures in stocks like some of
us see weather conditions. The

signs were plain and apparent
to him. He did many ethically
questionable things in his career, but what made the headlines was his completely illegal
Ponzi scheme, which left many
people with huge losses. During
the trial, there were many people who were rightfully outraged
at Madoff for ruining their lives.
Before this point, however,

TIMOTHY CARUSO
no one saw it as ethically wrong
that the first investors who
gained money from their investments were still applying for aid
from the Securities Investors
Protection Corp.
That is an outrage! These fortunate few who received money
from trading the stocks with Madoff were still receiving aid.
Technology blog Techdirt
wrote, “SIPC acts like an FDIC
for these types of investments,
helping to protect investors in
cases of fraud.”
However, some investors
may be caught in a difficult situation. “If they took money out
from Madoff over the years (and
some did so profitably), if they
go ask for money from the SIPC,
it could alert regulators to the
fact that they profited from Madoff ’s scam and they could suddenly owe the ‘profits’ they had
taken out in the past.”

So there is some type of justice/injustice to be dealt with for
those who profited.
It wasn’t their fault that Madoff did these illegal acts and that
most of the investors had no idea
about what he was up to. What I
can’t understand is that those
few who made money off of the
investments, which they thought
were legit, are now going to be
hunted down and forced by the
Internal Revenue Service to return the profits made from the
Ponzi scheme.
Perhaps if those who made
money are still searching for
compensation from the SPIC,
the investors deserve to be hunted down and forced to return
the money. Is this a search for
justice or a modern day witchhunt?
Whether you are among the
few who foolishly believe that investing is always legit, or you’re
among the brave minority that
openly defies Wall Street’s safe
and legal investment rhetoric,
your eyes have to be wide open.
If you were one of the few
who made a profit off of the Madoff incident, you would be doing everything possible to secure
your personal finances as well.
Understand that people will be
walked over to make a profit. It’s
the way finance works. Everyone is just a peg on a ladder for
someone else who is ambitious
enough. In the world of investments, ethics is a rarity.
Timothy Caruso is a marketing major, graduating in 2011.
His column, “The Ethical Tightrope” wrestles with questions of
ethics as they relate to current
events. It will appear on a weekly
basis.
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Business
A fresh face added to microfinance

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Professor Michele Costello.
BY JIAYAN HUANG
STAFF WRITER

For Baruch students, it is often important to know the background of their professors. As they
sit through their first week of class,
students usually conduct informal interviews of the professors.
Do they really know what they are
teaching, or are they just regurgitating from the textbook?
Fortunately for students in the
Zicklin School of Business, the new
microfinance professor brings both
professional and academic experience to a classroom setting. Professor Michele Costello received her
MBA in finance and economics
from New York University’s Stern
School of Business.
As a director at ABN AMRO
Bank NV, Costello has experience
in managing credit portfolios. Costello is also involved in several volunteer activities relating to microfinance. She is an outreach director

for a microfinance renewable energy project in Haiti and co-founder of a microfinance education
company.
Costello was attracted to Baruch because of the reputation the
school holds and the opportunities
available for microfinance in New
York City.
“I see a gap in terms of having qualified students and young
professionals fill roles in the microfinance space,” said Costello, a
professional in microfinance for
several years. “So I thought what
better way to share my experience
and bring people into the field in a
professional way than teaching at
Baruch?”
Prior to Baruch, Costello taught
in programs for the University of
Notre Dame alumni and in-house
educational programs for ABN
AMRO.
Through interactions with other
colleagues at Baruch, Costello has
high expectations for students here
and said her pupils have met those
expectations.
“The students are very interactive in the class … [and] bring a lot
of their interesting experience into
the classroom,” said Costello. She
described her interactions with
students overall as positive.
To prepare for a course in microfinance, Costello advises students
to have an existing background in
finance and economics coursework. She described the subject
area as a practical application of
many micro and macroeconomic
theories.
“In addition, students should
come with an open mind for the
way they think about portfolio
and portfolio management,” said
Costello.
As part of the class, Costello
spends a lot of time teaching students to think about the portfolios

Develop yourself online

of the poor, as their assets are different from wealthier clients. An
example she gave was a poor rural
woman in Peru whose main asset
is a llama, which has a variety of
purposes. It can be used to produce
wool, to produce goods for sale
such as hats or scarves, as a source
of food, and as a source of wealth to
trade at market price.
Costello wants students to think
about microfinance in a broad
sense. The concepts in microfinance relate to debt, capital markets, leveraged finance, corporate
finance and other areas.
In addition, microfinance can
extend to many areas, such as

insurance, savings and other related financial services. Microfinance
professionals need to learn about
borrowers’ level of risk.
“When you think of a borrower’s portfolio, you have to also think
of a wide variety of services that
will create successful credit,” said
Costello.
There are many opportunities
available for students interested
in pursuing microfinance. Some
organizations in New York working on microfinance are ACCION,
Women’s World Banking, the Microfinance Club of New York and
the International Association of
Microfinance Investors. Some of

those institutions offer paid and
unpaid internships, which Costello
encourages students interested in
the field to pursue.
“Even short-term volunteer
opportunities will give them [students] a better sense of what is happening in this sector,” said Cotello.
As a final piece of advice to students, Costello encourages them
to explore formal bank training
programs, which offer a general
training background, and then later specialize in fields such as microfinance or real estate. Students
should always look for feedback to
better improve themselves and use
their network for opportunities.

MICROFINANCEINFO.COM

Funds flow to Microfinance Institutions (middle), who then provide funds to Self Help Groups (right), who provide small loans.

Accounting students compete
BY BRENDAN CORRIGAN
ASSISTANT BUSINESS EDITOR

ABC.NET.AU

BY LUIS SUED
BUSINESS EDITOR

Students majoring in accounting might find a large amount of resources they can benefit from outside of the offerings on campus at
Baruch. PricewaterhouseCoopers,
one of the “Big Four” accounting
firms and a top employer at Baruch, will have a series of resources
online stressing students’ personal presentation of themselves, all
meant to help them become good
interview candidates.
The event, “Personal Brand
Week,” will take place as a series of
worksheets and videos online that
will be posted on the company’s
website on a daily basis for this
whole week beginning on Monday.
When asked about the initiative,
Holly Paul, PwC’s national recruiting leader, said, “‘Personal Brand
Week,’ [is] a first-ever, nationwide
event that will help students develop their personal brand by determining and promoting their individual strengths.”
The series of resources will cover
a range of topics that can help students prepare to become successful in interviewing. The first series

of worksheets and videos will be
“Your Elevator Pitch” on Monday,
Feb. 22, which will focus on networking and personal skills.
On Tuesday, the second part
will be “Your Passion,” where the
topic of students’ well roundedness will be discussed. The topic for
Wednesday will be “Your Network.”
“Your Online Brand,” coming
Thursday, will focus on how students should present themselves
through the already available online networking sites.
Friday’s discussion, titled “Open
to Change,” will be on how students
should view themselves in the
future.
The initiative undertaken by the
firm can prove to provide students
with an opportunity to figure out
what accounting firms focus on
when learning about top candidates’ stories.
“Personal branding can be a
powerful tool for professional success,” Holly said. “Personal branding is not simply a cosmetic exercise
but instead a process that helps to
develop skills that increase the potential of standing out in a crowded
job market.”

On Feb. 18, Ernst & Young LLP,
one of Fortune magazine’s highest ranked “Big Four” professional
services firms in 2010, invited four
teams of Baruch students at the undergraduate and graduate level to
compete against each other for a
spot in their Your World, Your Vision national competition.
The competition, according to
the company’s website, “challenges
groups of students to come up with
a plan to positively impact their
community.”
“The areas they were focusing
on were the ‘three Es’: education,
entrepreneurship, and environment,” said Dawn Thompson, an
E&Y campus recruiter.
The competition enables students to develop analytical skills
and meet accounting professionals
throughout the event.
“I think the program gives the
students an opportunity to not only
network and meet the firm, but an
opportunity to get in front of people
and express their ideas and their
creative abilities,” said Thompson.
“Your World, Your Vision is an
opportunity for students to give
back to the community,” she continued. “That is something near
and dear to E&Y’s heart.”
The nationwide program begins on a smaller scale. At Baruch,
eight teams had proposals and
went through a preliminary round
of judging. The top four teams were
then given the opportunity of presenting in front of E&Y partners at
their New York City headquarters.

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Baruch students participated in a E&Y event and will compete nationwide.
From this group of students, one
team is selected to have their proposal submitted to the national
competition.
Participating in this competition
has many benefits. The prize given
to the top three teams is $10,000 to
implement their community program. Aside from the actual reward,
teams can benefit from the process
itself.
“We see it as a means to learn
and a means to get some criticism
about our idea and about our concept,” said Rodion Lerman, a junior
majoring in finance at Baruch. “The
criticisms that they gave were very
thoughtful and the experience was
exciting and we really enjoyed it.

Lerman’s teammate, Max Glikman, an accounting student, talked
about their organization, Financiers Without Borders.
“[It is] basically providing volunteer opportunities for business students abroad,” said Glikman. “This
competition is definitely a boost for
our organization,” he added.
With the competition underway, Thompson shared her expectations, “This is the second year
[Baruch participates], and I think it
is going to be successful again.”
Financiers Without Borders
moved on to the national competition and will be competing against
students from other top business
schools in the nation.
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Baruch City Advertising Society keeps growing

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

BY MAE SCHARFMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch City Advertising Society,
an
already
well-established
professional club, is emerging from
the walls of the Vertical Campus
and expanding their horizons on
what it means to be more than just
a club in school.
With more than 300 students
signed up for the newsletter, over
10 officers, and participation of
more than 100 students at events
such as the Ogilvy information session, BCAS is continuing to encourage more students to actively take

part in membership and to develop
personal gain through their unparalleled social networking events.
BCAS is a member of the American Advertising Federation, an
advertising association holding
events with the purpose of encouraging interaction for corporate,
government, and student participation alike, according to the AAF
website.
The goal of BCAS is to affiliate students with the professional
advertising industry. BCAS holds
monthly forums to engage students
with the advertising profession
by meeting with advertising professionals and exploring different

Career Corner:
NETWORKING AND YOUR PERSONAL PITCH
BY AZKA ABID
CDC CORRESPONDENT

The job market in the United
States puts a premium on applicants’ ability to sell themselves
and their relevant skills to the
position applied to.
What a student needs is a
polished sales pitch, with the
product being themselves, often
known as a personal pitch. This
pitch is meant to grasp the recruiter’s attention, while at the
same time, informing them of
their greatest attributes that are
relevant to the position at hand.
Here are some steps for developing a personal pitch:
Start with your name and
major, followed by something
unique, interesting and memorable about yourself. This could
be as simple as various languages you may speak or the minor
you chose and why. However,
stay away from saying something
that would make you memorable
for the wrong reason or add negative bits to your marketability.
You want to make sure that
the prospective employers understand you are competent to
handle the positions they are offering. You should say why you
are good for the position by talking about some of your qualities
that are relevant to the position
at hand. Stating what you currently do or have done may also
accomplish this.
Close with a short statement
on what you hope to achieve, or
what your goals are in the immediate future. You can also state
the exact position of interest and
why.
Here’s a scenario and the appropriate response:
Recruiter: “Tell me something
about yourself.”
Student Candidate: “I’m

career paths that are available.
The president of BCAS, Margaret Sancho, a senior majoring in
international marketing, sees an
ambitious future of BCAS and its
members setting the direction for
becoming successful contributors
to the advertising world.
When asked about the importance of the club in school, Sancho
explained that BCAS exposes students to a range of companies hiring in the advertising field.
“I found out a lot of students
don’t know what companies are
out there. I’m not even an advertising major, but I am surprised that
advertising majors didn’t know
what companies are out there for
them,” said Sancho. “We are the
bridge between the company and
the student.”
The BCAS organization conducts a series of events on and offcampus to expose students to different aspects of advertising and help
them familiarize with the topic.
“The event that gains the most
attention from Baruch students is
the company tours of Ogilvy and
Jay Walter Thompson, two prominent global advertising agencies
that take time to reach out to Baruch students,” said Sancho.
During these tours, exclusive
to BCAS members, “students get a
chance to go into the advertising
environment and get a feel for it,”
said Sacho. “They learn how it is
going to be if they work in that environment. They’ll get to know the
people who work there and how
they work.”
Ogilvy also participated in an
information session last October, where there was participation
from over 100 Baruch students.

school. I know that we are not in a
position to do that right now, but I
see the potential in BCAS to grow
stronger.”
Stephanie Federico, the BCAS
officer of public relations, had similar anticipations.
“[We would like] to have BCAS
grow stronger, have more members coming in, more enthusiasm,
improve relationships with companies, and get jobs for our students,”
said Federico.
BCAS focus on student knowledge enrichment and developments in the advertising field
are key ingredients to the club’s
success.
“The main job is to make the students feel they have the opportunity to get a feel of what the advertising and marketing field in general
has for them,” said Sancho.
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Zicklin awards outstanding staff
BY LUIS SUED
BUSINESS EDITOR

actually an accounting major. I
am detail-oriented, love solutions for problems and have a
need for orderliness. The other
side of my personality is filled
with the rhythms and sounds of
salsa music and the excitement
of the dance.”
An applicant’s personal pitch
should take 30 seconds to two
minutes and should contain the
most relevant information. For
this to happen it may be necessary to research the company
and the position’s required skills.
Students many also tailor their
personal pitches according to a
given company’s values. For example, if a company is involved
in volunteering, and a student
has currently or volunteered in
the past, this is a relevant topic
to talk about. Talking about this
topic can be used to build rapport with the company’s current
or perceived culture.
Nothing is complete without a
personal connection with the recruiter. A few simple gestures can
develop a professional network
between an applicant and the
recruiter. Asking personal questions to the recruiter are good
ways to make the whole experience personal. After conveying
skills across, applicants should
ask questions about the position,
the company and the recruiters’
experience. Students should also
try to obtain interviewers’ business cards, just like after an interview, and follow-up with a quick
and short thank you note. This
will help maintain interviewees’
network, ensuring that they
stand out from those who did not
take the time to write a thank you
e-mail. These steps can help applicants gain better experience
when networking with recruiters
and potential employers.

Attendance was much greater than
expected and Sancho considered it
a successful event.
The society is currently working on an array of events with the
closest one taking place on Feb.
23. Sancho asked two professionals
to come and speak on networking
and the benefit of building one’s
network.
“We are organizing a Marketing Network Social coming up on
Feb. 23,” said Sancho, “It is one of
the biggest annual events BCAS
has been doing, and this will be our
third year.”
Sancho’s expectations for the
future of BCAS: “Growing stronger, getting the students’ names out
there.”
“Also, I was hoping that we could
begin working with other advertising clubs inside and outside of the

Last Friday, Zicklin recognized
outstanding staff members exemplifying the school’s principles during 2009. The 2009 Service Excellence Award was given to five staff
members who have been at Baruch
for several years.
The Service Award was established at Baruch in 2003 following the premise that great students
need to have a great supporting
staff.
“These people greet students
with a smile and go above and beyond the call of duty, helping students with problems,” said Zicklin’s
dean John Elliott, who presented
the recipients with their awards.
The five awardees were: Allison Davis, a 12-year veteran of the

finance and economics department and a CUNY graduate; Keitha
Duhaney, who graduated Baruch
in 2007 and began working at the
graduate business programs at
Zicklin a semester prior to graduation; Michael Large, who started
working at Baruch in 2000 and then
again in 2007 as a recruitment and
outreach coordinator in graduate
admissions; Barbara Weiner, who
has been at Baruch for three and
a half years and now works for the
graduate business programs; and
Marie Wright, who has been at Baruch since 1996 and works for the
Office of the Dean.
The award recipients were
pleased with the school’s recognition of their efforts.
“Much of the success of our students depends on the members of
the staff,” said Elliott.
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Dean John Elliott of Zicklin.
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Dean John Elliott of the Zicklin School of Business (left) poses with the awardees and another staff member.
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Features
Baruch College remembers Jerry Bornstein

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Late professor Jerry Bornstein.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
University in the ‘60s when student movements were prevalent. A recent Village Voice
blog featured a 1966 clipping that included a
short interview with Bornstein. That year, tuition was raised and the students boycotted
classes. Bornstein was a leader of the protest,
setting up an ad hoc committee to oppose
the tuition increase.
“Even then he was doing something,”
said Ester Ramos, the head of circulation.
“Involved with student life, proving and
articulating everything he wanted for the students.”
Ruiz spoke of the emotions felt by stu-

dents in Bornstein’s class when Professor
Randy Hensley broke the news. “They felt as
if they lost a friend.”
On Thursday the class was cancelled in
order to give everyone some time to grieve.
Peña, who also teaches “Information and Society,” will take over teaching it.
Bornstein, having been a senior researcher at NBC prior to Baruch, has always tried to
instill in students the same astute skills when
researching and writing regardless of their
major. He created an anti-plagiarism campaign and a website, writeyourowntermpaper.com, and he frequently collaborated with
the journalism department.
“Jerry was one of the first people outside
my department whom I got to know at Baruch and he became a great source of help
and advice over the years, as well as a close
friend,” said journalism professor Andrea
Gabor in an e-mail. “Journalists always rely
on librarians — that’s something I try to teach
my students. Jerry wasn’t just a librarian; he
was a librarian who thought like a journalist … he was always available to help teach
my students about databases and research
methods.”
Journalism professor Roslyn Bernstein
also worked with Bornstein constantly.
“Jerry often visited my journalism classes
and he was always challenging students to
find new and better sources,” she said in an
email message. “He cautioned young journalists about relying too heavily on the Internet without knowing where sources came
from … he was a champion of truth and fairness in life and in research.”
Bornstein’s love of life and good humor
resonated in everything he did. Dr. Arthur
Downing, the chief librarian, described his

tendency to play little practical jokes on the
staff.
“He would essentially tell people some-

“He was forever young,
the way he dealt
with students and his
energy and vibrancy.
He had a joy de vivre
that came through in
everything he did.”
-Andrea Gabor
Journalism Professor

thing and lead them to believe some outrageous situation with a straight face,” he said.
“He would always tell me what he did … and
he would wait until they finally realized that
he was kidding … but he never did it to me,
unless I didn’t know.”
The day Bornstein died, he was relaying
to the staff how busy he would be with meetings. At lunch, he left to do an errand and
after not seeing him that afternoon, the staff
thought that he might be in a meeting.
“That same day, he wanted a sign to go up
alerting the students that the library would be
closed Friday and Monday but open Saturday

and Sunday,“ said Ramos. “And it was so sad
because no one knew he had already passed
away by that time … we knew he would come
back but he never came back.”
Bornstein passed away while getting
lunch that day. Downing received the news
Thursday evening and the rest of the staff was
updated in the days that followed.
Bornstein was dealing with heart issues,
but his recent checkups didn’t reveal any
threats. He had taken up dancing to Zydeco
as another way to manage his health. Despite
the sadness, his coworkers look back with
happiness on his passion for Zydeco.
“He loved it. It’s something he introduced
me to and I still listen to it,” said Peña. Gabor
also recalled his love of the music.
“I’ll never forget the evening Jerry invited
me and my husband to join him and his wife
Sandy for an evening of Zydeco music and
dancing,” she said. “The music was fabulous.
But my husband and I were in awe as we
watched Jerry and Sandy dance; they were
the best dancers on the floor.”
Even Downing was surprised as he
watched Bornstein dance during an event.
The energy he had on the dance floor is the
same energy he brought to the classroom.
“He was forever young; the way he dealt
with students and his energy and vibrancy,”
said Gabor. “He had a joie de vivre that came
through in everything he did.”
A wake was held for Bornstein last Monday and the funeral was held last Tuesday.
According to Downing, a memorial service
will be held at Baruch within the coming
months. Bornstein is survived by his wife,
two daughters and one grandson.

Shorter days may cause SAD symptoms
BY HINA JEHAN

ments, Locke suggests healthy
sleep and eating habits.
“Get as much exposure to
daylight as possible and the best
possible indoor lighting,” she said.
“It is also important to stay socially
connected to friends and [admittedly not easy for students] to keep
stress within reasonable limits.”
Cheng suggests counseling to
anyone who feels they might be
suffering from SAD. Finally, Professor Nita Lutwak of the psychology
department offers her own recommendation: “exercise, exercise,
exercise.”

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Snow has blanketed the city
twice since the groundhog’s prediction of six more weeks of winter.
While many people aren’t pleased
with the weather, for others, the
prolonged winter brings not only
sadness but also languor and,
sometimes, stagnation. These types
of feelings are often classified as
Seasonal Affective Disorder.
Also known as SAD, it is defined
by healthyminds.org as a form of
depression that arises during the
fall and subsides when spring arrives. The symptoms can appear
gradually or come on all at once.
Usually, they occur at the onset of
every winter.
According to Mental Health
America, SAD is a “mood disorder related to seasonal variations
of light.” The shortened hours of
light during the winter can lead
to feelings of depression. It affects
half a million people every winter between September and April.
December, January and February
are often the months when symptoms peak. In addition, according
to MHA, some people experience
the full effect of SAD, while others have a milder form known as
the “winter blues.” The Wall Street
Journal reports that 15 percent of
Americans suffer from the milder
form.
There are two types of SAD.
Mayoclinic.com, an online community of doctors and scientists,
lists the first as fall and winter seasonal affective disorder. Symptoms
include depression, hopelessness,
weight gain, anxiety, loss of energy,
social withdrawal, oversleeping,
and appetite changes such as a
craving for foods high in carbohydrates, and loss of interest in the
things once enjoyed. The symptoms of spring and summer seasonal affective disorder include: irritability, insomnia, poor appetite,

Common Therapies
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Seasonal Affective Disorder has been found to affect young people between the ages of 18 and 30.
weight loss, increased sex drive and
agitation.
“Seasonal affective disorder is a
subtype of depression.” said Professor Susan Locke of the psychology
department in an email message.
“It is unique, not because of its
symptoms, but because of the circumstances under which depression is experienced.” She explained
that the farther one lives from the
equator, the more likely it is to occur.
“There may well be some social and psychological factors: the
stresses of holiday season, including
those involving family relationships; being housebound because
of weather, but the most important
factors seem to be lack of daylight
and cold weather, as well as the
hormonal changes that are associated with change in season,” she

said. Experts believe that a deficiency in vitamin D might also be a
cause because it points to a lack of
sunlight.
It is very important for students
to know what they are battling before they reach a conclusion. Dr.
David Cheng, director of Baruch’s
Counseling Center, says it is better to go into a center and get an
accurate assessment. “We will
make a recommendation of what
is good for the students. Sometimes it’s better not to self-diagnose
and get a confirmation as to what
you’re suffering from,” he said.
There does tend to be a crossover
between depression and SAD, and
the symptoms can be mixed. This is
why Cheng stresses the importance
of seeking counseling at the onset
of SAD symptoms.
According to MHA, three out of

four sufferers of SAD are women,
and it usually occurs in people ages
18-30. Researchers are still trying to
find out why this is.
However, not everyone feels the
effects of the winter to that extent.
“I might feel lazy if I have to go
out but when it comes to my academic life, a change in the weather
bears no impact at all,” said Anshal
Shah, a junior majoring in accounting.
Alexandre
Pereira,
a
finance major, doesn’t believe
he has any form of the disorder.
“It’s harder to wake up early; it
affects me in a way that I sleep
more, time that I could use for
studying but that’s about it, it
doesn’t affect my concentration
or anything like that,” he said.
For students who can’t afford light
therapy or relatively new treat-

Light Therapy
Bright light treatment is the
most common therapy. Patients
are advised to sit in front of a
specially designed light box at
a certain distance which emits
about 10,000 lux from a fluorescent bulb, most often in the
morning for at least 45 minutes.
Results are usually seen within
two weeks. Another type, dawn
simulation gradually turns the
light on in a bedroom to mimic
the rising sun in a transition from
night to day.
Antidepressants
The most common are the selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors
(SSRIs) such as Prozac or Zoloft.
SSRIs generally have less side effects than other antidepressants.
Some include nausea, difficulty
sleeping and headaches.
Counseling
Interpersonal therapy focuses
on social and personal relationships that may be attributed to
the problem. Cognitive behavioral therapy focuses on changing certain behaviors or thought
processes to keep symptoms
under control.
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Baruch students find happiness in giving back
BY HINA JEHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Eungi Kim, an upper junior and psychology
major, decided to join New York Presbyterian
Gwang Myung church in Korea in 2003. After
the international student arrived in the U.S.,
in 2007, she joined a chapter of the church
based in New York. Since then, her stress
level has reduced and it has helped her to remain happy.
“One of the things I really like is that
although I’m a volunteer for the church, I
feel like a valued part of the community. I
am helping out at several local soup kitchens
and temporary shelters at this time of the
year,” she said. “I met many new people who
I know can help me in my job search, career
development and other life goals.”
In recent years, research has suggested
that altruism can lead to happiness and
longer life. Dr. Stephen Post, a researcher at
Stony Brook University, and journalist Jill
Neimark published a book in 2008 entitled
Why Good Things Happen to Good People.
Their findings show that giving back at
a young age can actually alter physical and
emotional health for the better. According to
the book, giving back can potentially decrease
chances of early death and reduce chances of
depression.
According to LiveScience.com, research
conducted in 2008 shows that “when individuals dole out money for gifts for friends
or charitable donations, they get a boost in
happiness while those who spend on themselves get no such cheery lift.” The researchers found that while no link existed between
personal spending and happiness, spending
on others created a boost in happiness, regardless of income.
Li Ji, a lower junior and public affairs major, is among many of the Baruch students
who donate blood at least once a year. She
feels that “when you do good it always comes
back to you in one way or the other.”
“I have been donating blood for years
now. You never know whose life might be
saved this way,” she said. “Sometimes people
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In recent years, more and more studies have surfaced showing a correlation between giving, happiness and longer life.
cannot find a person of the same blood group
and go through a lot of trouble and stress.”
She gets a sense of satisfaction, giving back
in this way.
Intentional acts of giving can be found all
around Baruch’s campus. In the beginning
of the semester, Baruch Grassroots hosted
a textbook flea market in order to make
cheap textbooks available to students. Ayush
Sukhani, an upper junior and accounting
major, was pleased with the prices.
“I saved time and shipping costs. I did not
have to sell my textbooks at half price at the
bookstore, which is extremely disappointing.
Once I sold my books, I was also able to buy

the books I needed there,” he said. “I hope
that Baruch students keep arranging events
like that and help the rest of us save money in
little ways because it really makes life easy.”
Golden Key International Honour Society
at Baruch, a nonprofit academic honors organization that recognizes and encourages
scholastic achievement and excellence in all
undergraduate fields, provides economic assistance to outstanding members by means
of both undergraduate and graduate scholarships. They also promote altruistic conduct
through voluntary services.
Accounting major Mobin Tariq, an upper
junior and a member of Golden Key, feels

that the society is playing an important role
in helping him and has increased his chances
of surviving in this competitive world.
“Golden Key sends me regular emails
about new job openings, internships, scholarships and study abroad opportunities.
They also arrange regular networking events
which help me improve my social skills,” he
said.
“The exposure that Golden Key’s volunteer activities has gotten me has enhanced
my resume. I no longer worry about my future and now I am mentoring other students
so I can pass on the knowledge.”
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Yoko Ono, Sean Lennon and the rest of Plastic Ono Band played the Brooklyn Academy of Music on Feb. 16 along with special guest artists Scissor Sisters and Justin Bond.
BY KERRI JAREMA AND LILLIAN RIZZO
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR AND MANAGING EDITOR

On Monday, Feb. 16, two days
before her 77th birthday, Yoko Ono
and the current manifestation of
the Plastic Ono Band took the stage
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music
for the two-hour We are Plastic Ono
Band Dress Rehearsal, a practice
session for the performance that
would follow the next day.
The show began with a video
that pieced together interview and
documentary footage, along with
clips of Ono’s art films. Most poignantly, it included home videos of
Ono with her late husband, music
legend John Lennon, and their son
Sean.
This veritable “life story” video
didn’t seem to be placed there to
introduce the audience to these intimate pieces of a life they already
know so well, but rather to put everyone in the same frame of mind:
this is the Ono you knew, you are
about the see the Ono she has become.
Once Ono finally took the stage,
along with the rest of the Plastic
Ono Band, she was all of five feet
tall and skinny as a rail – but she
still holds an aura of greatness and
her legacy always precedes her.
While she was just hours away from
turning 77, Ono moved like she was
still in her 30s, her voice completely
unchanged from the very first time
she sang with John Lennon.
Her attitude toward her age was
entirely refreshing as she told the
crowd, “Tomorrow is my 77th birthday… and I only say that for those
of you who are concerned, saying,
‘I’m turning 40! What am I going
to do?’ There is a long life ahead of

you. You will be fine.”
While it is sometimes hard to
stifle a laugh at Ono’s famous guttural noises and near geriatric
dance moves, it’s also clear that
Ono is proud of every verse she has
written, and her shrieks are a result
of the fact that she has always had
bigger ideas than simple words can
express. Her strings of screams and
random phrases of thought are her
way of baring her soul.
The backing band consists of,
in part, Sean Lennon, whose awesome talent quietly shines behind
his mother’s. Throughout the first
act, he kept a low profile, sticking
mainly to the stage’s exterior, deftly
moving between soaring guitar,
groovy bass and twinkling piano
while mostly refraining from singing.
The soft-spoken Lennon is noticeably more confident as the second act begins, taking it upon himself to introduce the guest acts, tell
little stories about the songs and
make jokes.
Upon introducing musician Justin Bond, Lennon told the audience
that Bond had never performed the
song live and that, “we are calling
this the dress rehearsal, because it
really is one … although not all of us
are necessarily dressed.”
Bond, dressed in drag, took the
stage after the Scissor Sisters performed “The Sun Is Down!” from
Ono’s new album. He was not only
a crowd favorite, but Lennon clearly could not contain his excitement
at accompanying Bond on the piano as he sang “What a Bastard the
World Is,” a song Lennon said was
“one of my favorite songs my mom
wrote.”
Ono then returned to the stage

in a brown cloak, pulled over her
head like a children’s ghostly Halloween costume. As she found her
place on the stage, Lennon told
the crowd that Klaus Voorman, an
original Plastic Ono Band member,
would soon be joining them on
stage. As he told the audience that
Voorman and Ono had not played
together for 35 years, his mother
shouted “40 years!” through her
cloak, correcting her son.
This adorable mother-and-son
dialogue was a constant throughout
the entire show, making it clear to
the audience that Lennon and Ono
are extremely close. Anytime Ono
would leave the stage she made
it a point to hug her son and they
would often whisper to each other.
Lennon seemed in constant awe
at her talent, but Ono seemed to respect his judgment. He is now her
main musical collaborator, the director of the Plastic Ono Band, and
he organized the guest musicians
that performed with them. In the
second act, the show became just
as much his as it was Ono’s and the
crowd seemed to gravitate toward
the 34-year-old.
The trio first broke into an original Plastic Ono Band track, with
Voorman accompanying Ono on
bass, Lennon on guitar and background vocals, and Ono on leadvocals. This moment, all about the
original feel of the band, was introduced with Lennon saying, “I call it
OGPOB.”
Next, Lennon was finally given
the chance to sing a song solo, a
real treat for the audience, as he
is a talented recording artist in his
own right. The beginning chords of
“Yer Blues,” a track written by Lennon’s father John and recorded by

The Beatles on the second side of
The White Album, generated a new
wave of excitement among the audience.
While his strong and capable
voice stands apart from his father’s
style, which stuck to a much harder
rock tone, when Lennon crooned
the line, “Girl you know the reason
why,” it was as if the Beatle himself
was singing into the microphone.
After some more performances
from Ono, including “Death of Samantha,” which had never been
performed live (although there was
some disagreement about this fact
between Lennon and Ono) and
during which Ono never seemed
to tire, Lennon prepared the crowd
for another special moment saying, “We’re going to try something
we’ve never tried before — I think
it will be okay, though because it’s
only two chords. We’re going to do
‘Give Peace a Chance.’”
As Lennon began to explain
that the song was important to his
father and he hoped it would catch
on, Ono interrupted to tell the audience that she and her husband
used to change the verses of the
now-famous song based on the
day’s newspaper headlines.
Ono carried the day’s New York
Times on stage with her, but as Lennon said “I’m going to try to conduct
this and assign verses to everyone,”
Ono tossed the paper aside, knowing her son had taken control of the
stage full of musicians.
Starting what Lennon called the
“hip-hop beat,” the various musicians assembled began singing the
verses from pieces of paper.
Thurston Moore and Kim Gordon of Sonic Youth took the first
verse, while the Scissor Sisters and

Bond could barely get through the
second verse without laughing. Before the third verse, Lennon shouted to his mother, who was basking
in the song from across the stage,
“Mom, let’s do this last one together!” Ono walked quickly to her
microphone to sing with her son.
The stage became like a loving and
talented dysfunctional family, with
Ono as the clan leader out in front.
Lennon made sure to savor the
moment of performing his father’s
1969 track, the first-ever song recorded by the Plastic Ono Band, by
telling the musicians to turn down
their instruments and let the audience’s voices be heard.
Ono put up a peace sign and
asked the crowd to follow along. As
the song hit its peak, the entire theater was singing, “All we are saying,
is give peace a chance,” and waving
peace signs in the air.
To continue the serene atmosphere that had taken over, Ono
continuously told the crowd, “I
love you all,” and, “War is over if
you want it.” Her final words were,
“Stay healthy this year. Hug one
another. Don’t become too angry
or too stressed. Everything will be
okay. Peace and love.”
Coming from a woman who has
faced great tragedy in her life and
survived it, everyone in the audience seemed to take her advice seriously. Many people in the crowd
began hugging each other and repeating, “Everything will be okay.”
Some people went up to the
stage to offer Ono flowers and one
even offered a scarf. It was obvious
that the fans were there to cheer
her and Lennon on, and the show
ended with the assurance that Ono
is still “such a cool chick, baby.”
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New Yorkers go nuts for Noodle Bar

YELP.COM

BY SARINA SINGH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The West Village is not necessarily known for reasonably priced
eateries, but an inconspicuous restaurant at the corner of Bleeker and
Carmine streets is one exception to
the standard.
Noodle Bar is a small Pan-Asian
eatery that’s big on friendly vibes
and small on prices. Upon entering
the restaurant, patrons are quickly
greeted with a smile from the amiable hostess and are then led to either the bar or a small table for their
meal.
The laid-back atmosphere and
cheerful service puts diners in the
right vibe and it lasts throughout
the entire experience.
The chefs work right behind
the bar in an open kitchen, a definite treat for the many diners who
choose to sit at the counter and
watch as the cooks swiftly prepare
each dish.
This transparent food preparation also seems to lead to speedy
service — an order is placed, beverages are served and entrees are
brought out to customers all in a
matter of 20 minutes.

With an overall inexpensive
menu, Noodle Bar offers a large selection of appetizers, entrees, desserts and beverages. The choice of
entrees includes numerous noodle
and rice dishes, sandwiches and
salads.
A special lunch menu makes it
possible to have a lunch for two at
less than $20. The lunch specials offer a choice of noodle or rice dishes
with chicken, beef or shrimp — including a salad or soup and two
spring rolls — for under $8.
The beverage menu is also well
stocked with options including:
juices, smoothies, soda, different
wines, teas, coffee and even lemonade from nearby Blue Ribbon
restaurant.
A favorite entrée on the menu
is the pineapple fried rice, a simple
rice dish served with chunks of
warm pineapple. The savory rice
blends unexpectedly well with the
sweet pineapple, creating a complimentary and delicious meal.
Some interesting and tasty
small-plate choices include the
fried calamari, crab rangoon and
crispy tofu. A rare but delicious treat
on the menu is the fried ice cream
for dessert, which is only available

during the summer months. Until
then, however, the crème brûlée
and cheesecake are decadent alternatives.
One can’t help but notice how
busy the restaurant becomes in
only a matter of minutes, especially
during the lunch hour.
Whether dining in or just picking
up a takeout order, people are constantly streaming in and out. This
is a testament to the quality of this
low-key eatery’s food, agreeable
service and warm atmosphere.
Simply said, this restaurant is
the perfect little getaway for those
who want to eat a tasty meal without breaking the bank.
Noodle Bar is located at 26 Carmine St., and has a second location
on the lower east side, at 172 Orchard St.
Out of 5
Food: 
Service: 
Atmosphere: 
Price: $ (6-12)

Trend Review: Fashion Week Special

No love for Valentine’s Day
BY IVETTE OBANDO-ALVAREZ
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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From left to right: Designs by Mackage, Cynthia Steffe and Cynthia Rowley.
BY KERRI JAREMA
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR

Fashion Week 2010 took New
York City’s Bryant Park by storm
from Thursday, Feb. 11 to Thursday, Feb 18. This is the last year that
Fashion Week will be held in the
tents at Bryant Park, causing the industry to come out for one last hurrah of sorts, and their collections
reflected that spirit.
One of the biggest overarching
trends to come out of the weeklong showing was the color yellow.
Seen in hues ranging from bright
lemon to deep mustard, yellow
seems to be the tint for the upcoming season.
Jason Wu incorporated the color
into his line, which focused on the
dichotomy of masculine and feminine separates. Structured men’s
style button-downs were paired
with soft and frilly knee-length

skirts. Wu also showed pieces with
metallic gold accents and marigold
scarves.
The ruffle trend has already
made an appearance for spring
2010, but it seems to be continuing
into the fall, as Mackage featured
ruffle shirts underneath tough
leather jackets and Christian Siriano showed ruffled silk dresses and
even ruffled shoes, which will be
available at Payless later this year.
BCBG seemed to take cues
from seasons past, showing colorblocked (albeit with pops of yellow) and asymmetrical pieces,
while Cynthia Steffe showed ‘60s
mod-inspired looks, complete with
brown leather pieces, berets and
school-girl plaids.
Gowns were either frothy and
ballet-inspired from the likes of
Siriano and Farah Angsana or futuristic and structured like the taffeta A-line tunic that was worn over

a floor-length skirt at Chado Ralph
Rucci.
Swingy draped pieces paired
with skinny legs continued to shine
at Yigal Azroeul while Preen went
with body-conscious silhouettes
with exaggerated cut outs. Ruched
dresses, leather jackets, opaque
tights and platforms made their
way into Doo.Ri’s show, but Cynthia Rowley chose to rock the runway with looks in rainbow colors
and various textures.
While there are many new
trends that seem to be taking hold,
it seems that even the designers are
looking for ways to re-inspire past
trends as a way of fighting against
the recession. Some things to keep
in your wardrobe include bib necklaces, leather jackets and skinny
pants. Items to buy include berets,
items with ruffle accents and mod
brown leather pieces.

Valentine’s Day, the star-studded romantic comedy centering
around 19 main characters and
their intertwined relationships, is
a slow-moving film, whose various
plot lines get lost as the movie progresses.
There are always a number of
stories going on at the same time
and this over-activity becomes very
tiring half-way through the film.
This film could have told a complete story with as little as six actors
and the over-population of characters caused some of the actors to be
given too little screen time while
others were given way too much.
The film was directed by the talented Gary Marshall, who is well
known for directing the films Pretty
Woman and The Princess Diaries.
Marshall hasn’t made a film in a
few years and he may have been
seeking another big success — but
his method of over-casting big
names backfired.
Some of the stand-out performances in the huge cast of characters that includes Anne Hathaway,
Julia Roberts, Bradley Cooper and
Eric Dane include Jennifer Garner’s
turn as Julia, a second-grade teacher and Ashton Kutcher as the florist
Reed, who takes over the “lead” of
the film, appearing in almost every
scene.
While there were characters in
the movie whose stories were interesting and drove the course of the
film, there were others that seemed
completely unnecessary — Taylor
Swift played Felicia, an absentminded teenager who is in love
with Taylor Lautner’s character
Willy. Their story and pairing were

TENGOSSIP.COM

odd, and it seems they were just
placed in the movie to rake in viewers. Roberts, on the other hand,
was an entirely under-utilized talent, as her role in the film was far
too small.
This two-hour film was a drag
and, at the end, completely exhausting. From start to finish, it
was totally predictable. While audiences may have expected a strong,
mushy love factor because the film
revolved around the Valentine’s
Day holiday, there were very few
endearing moments here.
Unfortunately, the advertisements made the film seem to possess more grandeur than it actually
had. They were especially misleading because they led audiences to
believe that actors like Roberts and
Biel had big parts in the film, when
they actually did not. While the film
was less than stellar, it debuted at
No. 1 at the box office, making $52.4
million.
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Science
Dumping road salt on a wound
BY HSI CHAN

BY HSI CHAN

SCIENCE EDITOR

Each time it snows in New York,
plows and salt trucks have to clear
over 112,000 miles of road with 225
pounds of salt per lane mile. By decreasing the freezing temperature
of water, road salt can help drivers
stay on the road.
However, there is a dark side to
road salt. The more than 22 tons
deposited on American roads every year can significantly harm the
environment. “Salt is a natural ingredient, but what is not natural is
the concentrations,” according to
Richard Hanneman, president of
the Salt Industry, a non-profit salt
industry trade association.
After deposition chloride ions,
a product of road salt, become part
of the runoff that enters the soil and
water around the roads. Not only
do the chloride ions kill plant life, it
also kills the bacteria in the soil that
is vital to natural decomposition.
One study even found that ingestion of road salt could cause
animals like elk and moose to lose
their fear of humans. According to
the Merck Veterinary Manual, animals with this condition, called salt
toxicity, become oblivious to their
surroundings. Bird and fish populations also suffer.
Road salt even poses a health
risk for humans. Road salt, which
can enter the state’s drinking water,
can lead to hypertension. This condition, also known as high blood
pressure, is a risk factor for strokes
and heart attacks.
In addition to these environmental consequences, road salt
also damages bridges and cars.

SCIENCE EDITOR

In front of a packed convention hall at the 2010 Mobile World
Congress, Microsoft demonstrated
the newest iteration of their smartphone operating system called Windows Phone 7 Series. A complete
code rewrite of Microsoft Windows
Mobile 6, the newest operating system features a new finger-friendly
user interface.
“Today, I’m proud to introduce
Windows Phone 7 Series, the next
generation of Windows Phones,”
said Steve Ballmer, chief executive
officer at Microsoft, at MWC. “In a
crowded market filled with phones
that look the same and do the same
things, I challenged the team to
deliver a different kind of mobile
experience. Windows Phone 7 Series marks a turning point toward
phones that truly reflect the speed
of people’s lives and their need to
connect to other people and all
kinds of seamless experiences.”
FLIKR.COM

Sanitation trucks dump over 225 pounds of salt per lane-mile during a snowstorm, which has environmental consequences.
Some communities around the
country have switched to salt alternatives.
Seattle banned road salt and
some chemical de-icers to protect
the nearby waterways in Washington state, Puget Sound. By sprinkling sand and a chemical de-icer
onto the snow, snow crews increase
the amount of available traction
However, road salt is still one of
the more effective solutions during

winter storms. The Seattle city government reversed its road salt ban
after complaints about road safety.
Furthermore, sand has its fair
share of problems. It is known to
clog sewers and run into waterways. Sand is more expensive to
clean up. On the other hand, chemical de-icers often cost much more
expensive than road salt.
Some communities are using
a new technique to fight siippery

conditions on the road. Called antiicing, a salt solution is applied before a storm to prevent the snow
from sticking tothe snow.
Ultimately, Hanneman recommends that city planners emphasize moderation when salting roads.
“The crews need to understand that
if 300 pounds per lane mile is good,
600 pounds is not better,” said Hanneman.

Smart fabrics generate more than static
BY ALEXEY KUSHERNOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

One day, people will be able
to charge their electronics simply
by throwing on their clothing and
walking. Engineers at the University of California, Berkeley have
created nano-sized electric generators with piezoelectric properties
that generate electricity through
mechanical stress, stretches and
twists. This piezoelectric property
allows researchers to weave a piece
of clothing that outputs electricity
through the wearer’s movement.
“This technology could eventually lead to wearable smart clothes
that can power hand-held electronics through ordinary body movements,” said Liwei Lin, in a Berkeley press release. Lin is a Berkeley
professor of mechanical engineering who headed the international
research team that developed the
fiber nanogenerators.
The nanogenerators, which have
diameters as small as 500 nanometers, is 100 times thinner than a human hair and one-tenth the size
of common cloth fibers. Wearers
would not even feel the fibers, said
Lin, “because the nanofibers are so
small we could weave them right
into cloths with no perceptible
change in comfort for the user.”
Currently, the fibers can output
five to 30 millivolts. The engineering team also demonstrated energy
conversion efficiencies as high as
21.8 percent, with an average of
12.5 percent.
“Surprisingly, the energy efficiency ratings of these nanofibers
are much greater than the .5 to 4
percent achieved in typical power
generators made from experimental piezoelectric PVDF thin films,

New Windows
phone unveiled

GATECH.EDU

Scientists have developed electric generators that woven into fabrics can generate electricity through movement.
and the 6.8 percent in nanogenerators made from zinc oxide fine
wires,” said the study’s lead author,
Chieh Chang, in the Berkeley press
release.
Energy efficiency can be raised
even further with the development
of even smaller fibers. Lin said, “we
don’t know what the limit is” but
that they will try to go even smaller
with the next generator.
Nanogenerators have actually been around since 2006. In
2008, engineers at the University
of Michigan developed a nanofiber that could detect the presence
of blood and relay that information

to a command hub. In a statement,
Nicholas Kotov, a professor in the
University of Michigan’s College
of Engineering, said that “clothing that can detect blood could be
useful in high risk professions, an
unconscious firefighter, ambushed
soldier, or police officer in an accident, for example, couldn’t send
a distress signal to command, but
the smart clothing would have this
capability.”
Nanogenerators used to be
made from semiconducting materials like zinc oxide and barium
titanate. However, these inorganic
nanogenerators are brittle, hard to

grow in large quantities, and expensive to manufacture, making
them unfeasible for incorporation
into the consumer market.
However, these newly developed
nanofibers are made from organic
polyvinylidene, which are flexible
and, most importantly, cheap and
easy to manufacture.
“We think the efficiency likely
could be raised further,” Lin said
in a statement. “For our preliminary results, we see a trend that the
smaller the fiber we have, the better the energy efficiency. We don’t
know what the limit is.”

ENGADGET.COM

Microsoft demonstrated a prototype
of the Windows Phone 7.
Called Metro, Windows Phone 7
boasts an interface that mixes large
flat panels and text icons. Similar
to that of Microsoft’s MP3 device,
the Zune, users will be able to slide,
tap and scroll through the phone’s
applications and files. The OS will
also combine several services into
applications called “hubs.”
A people hub will allow users
to pull in contacts from their email
and social networking services. By
combining the services, users will
be able to see status updates from
any site regardless of the service.
A pictures hub will synchronize
photos on the phone with online
photo-sharing sites like Flickr and
Picasa. Windows Phone 7‘s games
hub allows users to keep track of
their Xbox Live accounts and play
games. Microsoft has not made any
announcements about what games
will be available for the phone.
The music and video hub, as indicated by its name, will allow users
to access their own media and Pandora from one application. Other
hubs include a marketplace hub, an
Office hub, an email hub and more.
However, these will likely resemble
traditional applications.
Unlike its main rivals, Apple and
Blackberry, Microsoft will work
with numerous hardware partners
to build devices carrying its operating system. Microsoft has required
that all new devices from its hardware parteners come with accelerometers, fast CPU, WiFi and more.
In addition, developers will not
be able to change the user interface.
UI modifications like HTC’s Sense,
Samsung’s TouchWiz and SPB Mobile shell will not be available.
The first devices loaded with
Window’s Phone 7 will likely ship
in late 2010.
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Touchscreen tablet alternatives to the iPad
BY JAHN GOLDEN

much quieter and cooler computing experience. Its multi-touch screen has both Wacom
active digitizer and capacitive layers, allowing for multi-finger gestures as well as use of
a stylus. The main drawback of the tablet is its
highly reflective screen. Overall, this tablet is
a great bargain.

WEBMASTER

The iPad is in a league of its own, priced
similar to affordable netbooks while including touch capabilities comparable to expensive tablets. Computers with these touch
screens are gaining popularity, providing an
interactive experience for users. But, tablet
technology is not new. Apple initially dove
into the field with a conceptual model named
The Newton. Though discontinued tin 1998,
it is the spiritual predecessor to the iPhone.
PCs have also experimented with tablet
computing in the past. Microsoft made an approach into the field with Windows XP Tablet
PC Edition, integrating tablet programs with
its operating system. The company also had
Ultra-Mobile PCs using a touch-friendly
interface called the “Origami Experience.”
While the project has been discontinued as
of 2008, aspects of it have been incorporated
into Windows 7.
Love it or hate it, the iPad is coming out
this March. PC manufacturers have scrambled to release competitively low-cost tablets.
For PC users looking for an immediate alternative to the iPad, here are a few solutions:

High End: Lenovo x200 Tablet (Starting at
$1,509)
In the retro signature style of Lenovo’s
Thinkpad line, the x200 tablet is a powerful laptop, having all of the functionality of a
conventional computer. The tablet can have
an optional SuperBright Outdoor display, allowing for screen clarity in direct sunlight, or
a multi-touch display, allowing for multi-finger gestures. The system comes with Window
7 and, for multi-touch models, Lenovo’s custom “Simpletap” software, which allows for a
dashboard to store shortcuts. The x200 tablet
is a great option, if the cost is not an issue.
Coming Soon: ExoPC (Starting at $599.99)
The ExoPC, set to come out this March,
is a typical tablet designed to compete with
the iPad. Being manufactured by a Canadian
company relatively new to the industry, it is
unique. As is expected of PC tablets, it will
run on Windows 7. Judging on first impressions, it appears to be a solidly built 8.9-inch
tablet, supporting multi-touch gestures and
running on an Intel Atom processor, providing a reliable computing experience. The
pricing structure allows for it to serve as direct competitor for the iPad.

Budget: Asus Eee PC T91MT (Starting at
$499.99)
While the Eee PC series originally consisted solely of netbooks, the T91MT expands
the line by bringing it into the tablet industry
and bridging the gap between affordable netbooks and costly tablets. It comes equipped
with a 10-inch multi-touch display, allowing for various finger gestures. It also runs
on Windows 7 and includes custom software
such as Touch Gate, a program which allows
for users to take full advantage of the tablet
in browsing the web, managing photos and
viewing widgets.
Mainstream: HP TouchSmart TM2T (Starting at $899.99)
Hewlett Packard’s TouchSmart TM2T offers the affordability that the company is
known for while correcting many of faults
that have plagued its previous tablets. The
TM2T uses an Intel processor, allowing for a

Clockwise from top left: Asus Eee PC T91MT, HP Slate, Lenovo x200, ExoPC, HP Touchsmart TM2T.

Coming Soon: HP Slate
Hewlett Packard’s response to the iPad,
the HP Slate, was underwhelming at first
glance. However, it is gaining appeal as its
release nears. The Slate lacks a keyboard and
relies solely on its multi-touch display. Unlike the iPad, it allows for multitasking and
has greater functionality due to its Windows
7 operating system. The design is thicker than
some tablets, though it is likely the pricing
will undercut Apple’s iPad. Not much else
can be said on the HP Slate until its release or
until HP passes a model our way.
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Two-year streak snapped

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

The Bearcats lost their first CUNYAC game in two years last Saturday night.
BY SPENCE PACKER
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

On Saturday Feb. 13, the Baruch
women’s basketball team went to
the Bronx to face off against Lehman
and brought their first regular season
CUNY Athletic Conference loss in
the last two seasons back home with
them.
Baruch came out cold from the
opening tip, shooting 38 percent
from the field while the Lightning lit
up the scoreboard, shooting 47 percent to take an early 39-32 lead going
into the intermission.

“We didn’t play our best,” said
junior Meghan Bouwens, who was
recently named to the CUNYAC second team.
The poor shooting continued
for Baruch in the second half. The
Bearcats shot an unusually subpar
29 percent from the field and 50
percent from the free throw line.
“In the end, the game just didn’t
go our way,” said Bouwens. “Since
we are the best team in the league
every other team is out to get us.”
Starting point guard junior Monique Salmon, who was named the
CUNYAC Player of the Year, missed
her second straight game with an

injured ankle, a factor that played
a major part in the team’s first CUNYAC loss.
“We didn’t play well. [Salmon],
who won Player of the Year, has
an injured ankle. We went into the
game with no point guard,” said
coach Machli Joseph. “It was challenging, but the results are the results. We now have to live up to the
challenges and expectations of defending our title.”
Joseph feels that the loss lets the
team know what its weaknesses
are. As a coach, he wants to win every game but win or lose, the players learn from it.
He said that if a loss had to come,
this time of the season was ideal. It
enables the team to see what they
need to work on so that they don’t
make similar mistakes when their
season is on the line.
The loss to Lehman was the last
game of the regular season.
Going into the playoffs the team
is feeling confident. They are working on different game scenarios
during their practices in addition
to fitness.
Conditioning will be crucial as
two playoff games and a final occur
all in the course of a single week.
Coach Joseph stated that conditioning has been a focus since before the season had begun.
Besides fitness, health will also
be important going into the playoffs. With key players on the disabled list, getting them healed for
the playoffs will be crucial.
Team captain Monique Salmon
will not be playing in the first round
of the playoffs, but will be back for
the semifinal.
“Our goal as a team is to play the
game we know how to play,” said
Bouwens. “We want revenge for
our season ending 12-1 instead of
13-0.”

Walsh brings hope to Knicks
Over the past year, Walsh has
When general manager Donnie
Walsh was hired to take over the brought the Knicks from approxiKnicks in 2007, he had one simple mately $20 million of the cap to the
goal: clear cap space for the 2010 figure they are at now, while arguoffseason. With his recent acqui- ably improving the Knicks roster in
sition of Rockets forward Tracy the process.
Although he has done his job by
McGrady, he has done exactly
clearing cap space, he is still takthat.
The 2010 offseason, which fea- ing a major chance with the future
tures superstars like Cavaliers for- of the franchise, throwing all of his
ward LeBron James, Heat guard chips into the 2010 basket with the
hopes that he can bank on the
Dwayne Wade and
Knicks major market status
Raptors forward Chris
and the mystique of Madison
Bosh, is arguably the
Square Garden to lure not just
best free agent class in
one — but two — free agents
NBA history and will
to a team that has not won a
change the balance of
playoff game since the 1999power for the foresee2000 season.
able future.
TIM PETROPOULOS
He also parted ways with
With the trade for
his 2009 lottery pick, forward
McGrady, the Knicks
BEARCAT PROWLER
Jordan Hill, they switch 2011
cleared an additional
$9 million in salary cap space, first round picks with the Rockets
bringing their total salary cap and give Houston their 2012 first
space for 2010 to anywhere from rounder as well. Which is a high
$31 to $32 million, a figure that will price to pay just to take the chance
allow the Knicks to sign not just of signing two players.
If the Knicks can’t sign a comone big time free agent, but two, a
point that the Knicks can use as a bination of two top-tier free agents
(preferably James and Bosh), they
major selling point.
In the contract, which was a will be forced to over-pay for lesser
three-way deal between the Kings, free-agents (like resigning McGraRockets and Knicks, New York dy), a move that can cripple the
parted ways with the $6.5 million franchise, leaving the future just as
forward Jared Jefferies, first round bleak as the recent past has been.
But if LeBron does come, and
draft pick forward Jordan Hill, two
future draft choices and current Bosh or another follows, the Knicks
D’Antoni dog house resident guard will become one of the premier
Larry Hughes. They acquired along franchises in the NBA, the Garden
with McGrady, who’s in the final will be loader then ever, and Walsh
year of his contract and looking to will go down as a hero in the eyes of
prove himself so he can cash in on Knicks fans forever.
For now it is a just speculation,
the 2010 offseason, guard Sergio
Rodriguez from the Kings, who was but thanks to Walsh and this reaveraging six points and three as- cent trade, Knicks fans finally have
hope.
sists a game in Sacramento.

No. 4 Volleyball is CUNYAC’s best
BY MICHELE RUNKO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

The No. 4 ranked volleyball team has not lost a set to a CUNYAC opponent so far this season after beating superior competition.

The Baruch men’s volleyball
team, ranked fourth nationally,
has been on a four-game winning
streak in the CUNY Athletic Conference, not losing a single set thus far
this season.
Coming off an impressive victory over Division I Harvard University, 3-0, the Bearcats started
CUNYAC play and continued their
winning ways by taking down Lehman, Medgar Evers, City Tech and
Brooklyn College all in 3-0 sets in
four straight games.
By defeating Division I and nationally ranked Division III teams
like No. 2 UC Santa Cruz, the question becomes: can the Bearcats still
take their CUNYAC competition
seriously?
“We have to take every game
seriously, whether it’s CUNYAC or
against Division I Harvard. There
shouldn’t be a moment where we
should slack off just because the
competition isn’t as tough,” said
sophomore Samuel Park. “The
games might not be as tough but
we play with the same intensity.”
Even though the conference is
not as hard-hitting as their outside
opponents, the team members do
not flop in these situations.
“We do take CUNYAC games
just as serious, since in each game
we can always improve something
in our team chemistry,” said junior
and captain Pablo Oliveira. “I believe we do get competitive against
every team, the only difference
would be that with weaker teams
we are able to work on different
types of stuff, such as plays.”
The team continues to practice
with high energy and gets ready for
any opponent, whether weaker or
stronger than them.

“I personally take all games seriously as it is a chance to get better and when the more competitive games there are no let downs,”
said junior Eryk Kowalski. “Playing
those really good teams and winning takes a lot of composure and
consistency and the less competitive games give us a chance to practice those things so when the big
games come everything is in the
right place.”
There is no doubt about the
Bearcats being on the right track to
a profound season with an overall
record of 14-2. They are coming out
with great intensity and not taking
any team lightly; they cannot afford
to take anyone lightly due to standings.
“Although playing CUNY schools
after the successful start does lower
the competition for our schedule,
we still take the CUNY matches seriously because any loss can affect
our rankings dramatically,” said senior Jonathan Tuwaidan.
There is no other option than to
keep up the high quality work ethic
so the No. 4 ranking stays in place,
a ranking that would take a major
hit with a loss to a CUNYAC opponent .
“Our motivation and intensity
increases to a whole notch up when
we actually play top-tier Division
III schools because it brings all our
capability and skill level up with
the many talent we have this season. We have many three- to fouryear players that have experience
playing top-rank schools and, fortunately, our motivation increases
simultaneously and we feed off our
energy from each other,” said Tuwiaidan. “To reach to the top, we must
defeat those teams above us and in
that case, the adrenaline and motivation is one huge rush.”
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Successful whether wet or dry
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
MANAGING EDITOR

Sitting in front of the pool, it
is tough for Jessica Penaherrera
to have a conversation without a
teammate coming up to her to play
with her hair, tell her a joke or give
her a high-five.
The captain of the CUNY Athletic Conference champion women’s
swim team and two-year runner for
the Baruch track team has a very
strong relationship with her teammates and almost everyone related
to the athletics department.
“I think Jess’ strongest asset is
her personality, [she] is friendly,
motivating and driven,” said swim
team co-captain Katherine Hansen in an e-mail. “She gets along
with everyone on the team and is
constantly focusing not only on her
personal swims, but those of everyone else as well.”
The swimmer of four years is
not only an extremely hard worker
in the pool, on the track and in her
classes, she also always puts extra
time into her team that have become her second family.
Coming to Baruch from Ecuador, the senior was a star athlete
and student in her home country.
She was on the national triathlon
team, her “true passion” and also
swam in high school. When she
was looking at possible colleges in
the States, athletics were the turning point of her decision.
“I loved Baruch because it let me
do two sports and others wouldn’t,”
said Penaherrera. “My life in high
school was training for triathlon
and school. In the States, it is different.”
While it took her some time to
transition, because she missed her
old teams in South America, her

connection to her new teams soon
overpowered that.
Penaherrera was a rookie star on
the track and in the pool during her
freshman year. She won CUNYAC
Rookie of the Year for track and as
a sophomore, helped the team win
its first CUNYAC championship
ever. While the runner was second
in CUNY overall, it didn’t alter the
feeling of the win.
“Although I saw myself in second I was so happy my team was
in first,” said Penaherrera, who was
set on helping the Bearcat swim
team achieve the same goal. “I was
craving victory.”
In her junior year, she broke her
heel and it had a huge effect on her
career as a runner. She won every race that season, but then two
weeks before the championship,
she got injured and couldn’t run
with her team. Heartbroken, the
runner watched the action from
the sidelines. She gave up her title
as captain because she felt it wasn’t
fair to hold it when she couldn’t run
with her team. When she couldn’t
make her original time this year,
she left the team completely, and
decided to put all of her energy into
swimming.
Penaherrera’s choice was rewarded when the women’s swimming team brought home the first
ever CUNYAC championship trophy last week.
“I was so happy to see how we
were unbeatable this season,” she
said.
The captain did all she could for
the team to create a new legacy.
“She always does what you say and
then does extra,” said coach Charles
Lampasso. “She gives 120 percent.”
The coach highlighted her work
ethic as her biggest asset to the
team. He said her commitment

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

“inspires everyone to work” on the
team.
Not only is Penaherrera happy
about the historical feat, she is
even more proud of the expansion
of Baruch’s swim program from
when she entered the school. She
accredits the coach and the dedication of the team for its growth and
success.
Breaking records on the track
and in the pool, Penaherrera is
destined for greatness athletically
and in her career. Graduating with
a degree in international marketing, she will be taking a job at J.P.
Morgan Chase in the investment
sector, but hopes to move around
the company to find what she really enjoys doing. “I want to find

the same passion I have for sports
in my career,” she said.
Even though she will no longer
be a student at Baruch, Penaherrera says her presence on the team
will not disappear. She plans to attend meets and cheer on her former teammates next year. “She has
been such a fixture here you cannot
replace her, just hope that other
people will step up,” said Lampasso.
The classic overachiever attributes her success to her family,
especially her mother’s support,
and is humble about her career at
Baruch.
“I don’t think I am a gifted athlete. I have to work hard for what I
do.”
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Bearcats sink Lightning in final seconds
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
SPORTS EDITOR

The Bearcats finished the season
in wild fashion last Saturday night,
spoiling Lehman’s senior day by
defeating the Lightning, 69-68, on a
last-second buzzer beater.
With six seconds left, junior
Sean Loftus (14 points) grabbed
his ninth rebound of the night off
a missed free throw by Lehman,
quickly throwing it out to junior
Arki Winsu (10 points).
“The first thought that went
through my mind was boxing out
then getting the rebound and kicking it out as fast as I can,” said Loftus.
After one dribble down the
court, Winsu found junior Tammer
Farid streaking down the other end
of the floor, and quickly delivered a
cross-court pass.
With one second left, Farid put
up a desperate last attempt, banking in an off-balance 40-footer to
win the game for the Bearcats.
“Honestly we all thought we
were going to lose that game and
we deserved to lose that game,”
said sophomore Mickey Abbatiello.
“He just threw it up and, when that
banked in, we all went crazy.”
The Bearcats bookended the
season with game-winning threepoint shots in the last few seconds
of the game. They also won their
first game against then No. 5-ranked
Stockton College when Chris Beauchamp hit a similar buzzer beater
from beyond the arc.
“We started off the year with a
buzzer beater and ended with a
buzzer beater, it’s pretty cool,” said
Abbatiello. “Games like that are always pretty cool.”
The Bearcats hope they can carry the momentum of the win with
them when they face College of
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The Bearcats won their last regular season game of the season on a last second buzzer beater and look to take that momentum with them in to the CUNYAC playoffs.
Staten Island at home to open the
CUNY Athletic Conference tournament on Saturday.
“We were struggling a little bit
[in the game], and when you get
that lift [when the shot goes it] the
feeling is unbelievable,” said Loftus. “To get that big win before the
playoffs was a big win confidence
wise.”
Earlier in the season, the

Bearcats took care of CSI, winning
an overtime game on the road, 8983. A key in that game was the absence of team captain George Kunkel, who missed the game with an
eye injury that he had suffered in
his previous game.
“We have to want it more, if we
don’t want to more we won’t win
because CSI is a team that wants it,”
said Loftus. “They gave us a tough

game last time, but we didn’t have
our captain and our leader George,
and this time when we play with
him we going to be that much
stronger.”
The Bearcats come into the CUNYAC championship tournament
as the third seed, finishing the season winning six of their last seven
games — a stellar 19-6 record,
including 11-2 against CUNYAC

competition. Their only two losses
came against the No. 1-seed Brooklyn and No. 2-seed York, both on
the road.
“I think our chances are great,”
Kunkel said about the playoffs in an
e-mail. “The CUNY playoffs are all
about what team is hot at the moment [...] our confidence is high.
We feel as though we can beat anyone right now.”
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Men’s Volleyball may be to good for the CUNYAC. PAGE 22
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The Men’s basketball team beat Lehman on a last second three pointer in their last game of the season before facing CSI in the CUNYAC playoffs. PAGE 23

