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Christian refugees are
being ignored (p. 4)
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Debate on tuition hike, freeze comes to Baruch
USS resolution calls for halt to tuition increases

While Muslim
refugees from
Syria have
been well
taken care of
by the Western
world, Christian refugees
have been suffering without
any recourse, being systematically hunted, killed or displaced
from their homes.

Terrence Martell, chair of UFS, supports a controlled tuition increase
Baruch USG to vote on resolution at Oct. 20 meeting
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BUSINESS 7
CUNY CSE hosts the Student
Startup Series (p. 8)
The CUNY Center for Student
Entrepreneurship hosted
speakers who
addressed
students regarding personal finances,
including Eli
Attias, founder
of Exambler, and reps from the
Municipal Credit Union.

ARTS & STYLE 11
Artists contest common
depictions of war (p.12)

CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER

Lucas Almonte explains the USS’s resolution on tuition hikes, highlighting the importance of students voicing their opinions.

Sprawled
across three
rooms in the
Marlborough
Chelsea gallery, the group
exhibition takes
inspiration
from Polish
artist Magdalena Abakanowicz’s War Games
series, often called one of the
artist’s stranger collections.

BY MALIK BELLAMY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
For Justin Starrantino, a member of the Baruch College men’s soccer
team, being a student athlete means many different things. It means waking
up at the crack of dawn, taking intensive finance courses, and overall, being
extremely disciplined.
“You have to be able to persevere and overcome the challenges of New
York City as well as be able to adapt to settings that you may not be used to,”
said Starrantino, about going to school at Baruch. This is a sentiment that
rings true to Bearcats and New Yorkers in general, as New York City can be
one of the most competitive environments in the world: on and off the pitch.
Starrantino is a finance major who has completed various internships
and looks to make a name for himself in the finance industry. His contributions to the school as a member of the soccer team and his activities off
the field have made him one of the most impactful students on campus.
But that is not something that comes easily, as evidence by Starrantino’s
daily routine.
Starrantino’s daily commences with a blaring alarm at 4:15 a.m., a time
when many are still fast asleep.

A new study
has proved
that judgments on facial attractiveness are based
on unshared
environmental
factors, or experiences that
are not common between family
members or friends.

Despite a rocky
start to the season, the crosscountry program started
its rebuilding
phase with the
addition of 10
new freshmen
on the men’s
team and five on the women’s.
Alexander Wang has been the
front-runner for the Bearcats
with a personal best of 29:50.4.
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A day in the life of a Bearcat:
Justin Starrantino, student athlete

SCIENCE & TECH 15
Environment inﬂuences
facial attractiveness (p.15)

SPORTS 17
Baruch cross-country adds
new faces for revival (p. 17)

At the sixth Undergraduate Student Government senate meeting,
Lucas Almonte, University Student
Senate vice chair of legislative affairs, and Terrence Martell, chair
of the CUNY University Faculty
Senate and professor at Baruch,
presented to the USG senate table
their opposing views on the potential extension of the Rational
Tuition Plan.
The Rational Tuition Plan was
a law pushed by the CUNY Board
of Trustees and passed by the New
York State Legislature in June 2011,
which raises CUNY and SUNY tuition by $300 each academic year
until 2016.
In May 2015, USS passed its resolution in unanimous support of a
tuition freeze, calling on the New
York state legislature to “fund the
increasing mandatory cost within
CUNY as part of the maintenance
effort,” according to the resolution.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Classmate’s
suicide inspires
Blechman play

The LGBTQ+
community hosts
discussion forum

BY JESSICA NIEBERG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BY JONATHAN SPERLING
STAFF WRITER

The game of chess does not
always necessarily end with a
checkmate. Players have the
ability to resign, and the same
policy applies in the game of
life, except, in life, the decision
is irrevocable.
Playwright and director Phil
Blechman began composing The
Black Book in 2007, after a wellliked college classmate committed suicide. In order to clarify
and attempt to understand what
occurred, Blechman put his
thoughts on paper.

An event tailored specifically for
Baruch’s LGBTQ+ community featured an open discussion on coming out, transitioning and becoming a better LGBTQ+ ally on Oct. 15.
“I’m LGBTQ+, Now What?”
was a collaboration between Baruch’s Gender, Love, and Sexuality Spectrum (G.L.A.S.S.) and
Baruch’College’s LGBT History
Month Committee that allowed Baruch students and administration
to ask questions and learn about
coming out in an open environment. “The biggest significance is
to show that there is a support network within Baruch for people that

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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G.L.A.S.S.’ s resource room provides a safe space for Baruch’s LGBTQ+ community.
do identify as LGBTQIA+ [Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer,
Intersex, Asexual, Ally] and to
show that there is a great ally network even if we can’t control the

opinions of others,” said Gabe Roman, creative director of G.L.A.S.S
and a discussion moderator.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Debate on possible tuition hike comes to Baruch

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
EDWIN MOREL
Michelle Anderson will resign
from her position as dean of
the City University of New York
School of Law at the end of the
academic year. A national search
will take place to find Anderson’s successor. It will mark the
end of a nine-year tenure that
began in 2006 when Anderson
first became dean of the public
interest law school.
________________________
Based on a model that was designed to help military veterans,
Microsoft will launch a 16-week
tech training pilot program in
New York City. The Tech Talent Pipeline is partnering with
CUNY’s New York City College
of Technology. Starting in January, 25 students will be accepted
to start training in areas of network fundamentals, server infrastructure and cloud integration.
Mayor Bill de Blasio launched
the program with $10 million in
funding.
_________________________
The State University of New York
system will employ armed, fulltime police officers that will be
required to plan and practice for
active shooters as part of emergency management plans. This
comes after the Oct. 1 shooting
at Oregon’s Umpqua Community College. Officer training will
be held throughout the year at
each campus in addition to regular reviews and updating emergency plans.
________________________
Local politicians are exhorting
Brooklyn College to cancel a
Student for Justice in Palestine
event, which civil rights groups
and Arab-American activists believe should not take place. The
event was slated to feature a panel discussion between Columbia
University Professor Katherine
Franke and Steven Salaita, who
has authored several books
concerning the state of Israel.
The discussion will focus on
“the constant push by Zionists
to silence academic discourse
on the Palestinian struggle and
criticisms of Israel,” according
to the SJP Facebook page. ProIsrael protests were held outside
during last year’s event, where
SJP invited Omar Barghouti and
Judith Butler to speak about the
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) Movement.
_______________________
Mayor Bill de Blasio held his
first town hall meeting in a high
school gymnasium in Washington Heights, where he answered
New Yorkers’ questions for two
hours. Rent regulation and tenant protection were a cause for
concern for many, who referred
back to gentrification and the
soaring rents that have made
housing unaffordable for many.
While the mayor is scheduled for
a trip to Israel to meet with Palestinians, he reassured listeners
that he would keep New York
livable by explaining his policies
on zoning, rent laws, minimum
wage and legal assistance. After
the meeting, de Blasio spokeswoman Karen Hilton said that all
five boroughs would hold a town
hall meeting.
______________________
Thousands of New Yorkers received advice on immigration issues from CUNY administrators,
faculty, students and 350 volunteers at 13th annual New York
Daily News/CUNY Citizenship
NOW! Call-In, which was also
attended by Governor Cuomo.

CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE
At the Oct. 13 senate meeting,
Almonte expressed how CUNY students were informed about the Rational Tuition Plan at the last minute and did not have the opportunity to make an impact against
the hikes.
“It was November 2011, the city
had already adopted a resolution
giving the CUNY Board of Trustees the power to raise tuition. At
that point, protesting wouldn’t
help change the mind of the CUNY
Board of Trustees,” explained
Almonte.
He continued, “The state had
authorized the powers and it was a
done deal. What we’re trying to do
now is talk about tuition hikes early
on before the state adopts a similar
resolution and it’s too late for us
to not just organize but to change
the course of action for the board
of trustees.”
As part of the adopted resolution in 2011, the state legislature
included a “maintenance of effort” provision that requires state
funding for all CUNY colleges to
be greater than their previous fiscal
year’s allocation.
“The state, however, is not required to provide the extra funds to
cover the fixed cost, health insurance, salary increases for faculty,
professors and staff, which had led
to budget gaps,” said Almonte.
“So the 2011 resolution that
was adopted, they had proposed
to create the maintenance of effort provision, it was supposed to
cover all these considering costs
to get CUNY a stable and rational
and predictable budget so they can
move and operate much easier.”
“However, it was a short-form
solution that did not cover these
fixed costs and now CUNY is facing a $51 million budget gap,”

he continued.
SUNY Chancellor Nancy Zimpher and the SUNY Student Assembly have announced their support
for the extension of the Rational
Tuition Plan, which Almonte fears
will group SUNY and CUNY’s views
on the hikes together by the state.
The SUNY SA passed a resolution in March 2015 stating, “A
five-year tuition plan that is fair,
equitable, and responsible, and
keeps tuition revenues within the
respective SUNY campus has provided students and their families
the ability to plan ahead.”
The resolution continues stating that, “such a plan has allowed
SUNY campuses the benefit of predicting revenue which has in turn
led to improved academic programs, increases in aid and additional faculty, in addition to several
other benefits.”
Almonte wants to create a united CUNY student voice to go to the
board of trustees and state legislature. “We cannot afford to pay for
these broken promises from the
state and cannot afford to pay for
tuition any further. And a lot of students are from working class families, low-income families, immigrant backgrounds, some of them
are undocumented and cannot
receive tuition assistance program
and we’re the ones feeling the burden. New York City’s probably the
most expensive cities to live in,”
said Almonte.
USS is in the process of trying
to get Governor Andrew Cuomo
to sign the Maintenance of Effort Bill that calls on the state legislation and governor to fund all
mandatory increases as part of the
maintenance of effort, which is
not being covered by the Rational
Tuition Plan.”
“This was May 2015 and the
state legislator did adopt a bill in
June 2015 requiring the state to

fund mandatory increases, however the bill still remains on Governor Cuomo’s desk, unsigned,”
said Almonte.
Although Baruch has solid programs and solid faculty, Martell ,
who has been with Baruch’s faculty
since 1988, said, “I see cracks in
those solid programs and solid faculty. We’ve got budget issues here
and it’s my job as a faculty member,
as a trustee, looking at the institution that I’ve given 30 years of my
life to, to say we’ve got to protect
the core values of this place. I fear
that without adequate funding,
funding from the state, funding
from the students, it’s the only two
sources we’ve got.”
Martell made the point that
with a rational tuition increase,
there will be an increase in quality
within CUNY and Baruch.
“You’re making an investment
in human capital today and tomorrow. I really hope that I could get
USS to fight together with the UFS
to get the rational tuition, which
is the growth, and the mandatory cost, which is the base, that
will give us a little bit of resources
to add some faculty, to hire some
people and to keep some people,”
said Martell.
“Money comes from the state
and from students. It’s not unreasonable, the state benefits,
you benefit. It’s a better place today than when I arrived in 1988.
Stronger faculty, stronger reputation. That’s the human capital,
the indirect investment of human
capital that you benefit from,”
explained Martell.
“Sixty percent of the full-time
students that go to CUNY pay nothing. No one wants to pay more for
something but the something we
have to pay for here ladies and gentleman, is extremely valuable.”
Almonte says that USS agrees
with some of the points Martell

LGBTQ+ community finds its forum
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE
The students sat around in a
circle engaging in a more intimate
discussion after the event began
with a viewing of several YouTube
videos documenting the coming
out process of various celebrities,
including Caitlyn Jenner.
Simultaneously, small pieces
of paper were passed around the
room and attendees were encouraged to anonymously write
down any questions they had regarding how to come out and/or
transitioning.
Close to two dozen speakers
shared their unique experiences
pertaining to coming out, transitioning and goals for creating a
more united LGBTQ+ community.
Pamphlets including passages
such as “Ten Things I’d Wish I’d
Known When I Started My Transition” and The LGBT Pocket Dictionary were provided in order to
help attendees better understand
general LGBTQ+ terms.
“What I really liked about
G.L.A.S.S. here, more than the
meetings and events, is the resource room, which is just a safe
space for LGBTQ people and allies
that is always open” said Iris Luc,
an exchange student from Amsterdam University in the Netherlands. “I want to start something
similar to that in my university because there is no such thing.”
As more attendees shared their
experiences and encouraging experiences were heard all around,
the questions were collected and
read aloud to be answered by anyone wishing to do so. Inquiries
ranged from “How do you make
friends after coming out?” to “How
do you deal with those who question you on your sexuality?”
The general consensus of the
discussion was that safety comes
first when coming out. Some at-

made at the senate meeting, stating, “our faculty members deserve
to be provided the resources to
advance their careers at CUNY
and that the quality of our CUNY
degrees depends on the quality of
the faculty.”
Still, Almonte says students
should not be shouldering costs
from budget cuts. USG has not
confirmed its position on the potential extension of the Rational
Tuition Plan as of Oct. 16.
Few USG representatives have
discussed their opinions on the
plan. Samuel Rubinstein, a board
of directors USG representative
said, “I feel like there’s a lot of what
I like to call ‘pork’ in the system. I
feel like there should be, what I
would say like an outside audit to
see what does CUNY really need.
Because there’s a lot of things that
CUNY spends a lot of money on.”
For
example,
Rubinstein
mentioned the former CUNY
Chancellor Matthew Goldstein’s
emeritus salary.
“He gets paid $300,000 for
five years for the title ‘chancellor
emeritus.’ So $300,000, let’s assume
he has it for five years, – that’s $1.5
million. It’s a drop in the bucket but
I think there still can be some cuts,”
said Rubinstein.
The New York Times reported
in June 2013 that after Goldstein’s
retirement, he received a salary of
$490,000 for 12 months of study,
five months off at the same pay rate
for his accumulated unused sick
leave and then returned for five
years as chancellor emeritus with
the $300,000 salary.
Discussion and voting on a resolution on the topic is set to take
place at the seventh USG senate
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 20.
USG will also host a Town
Hall about the tuition hikes and
other topics during club hours on
Oct. 20.

Peace officer
passes away
BY TICKER STAFF
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Students shared their experiences with coming out, transitioning and other issues
speciﬁc to the LGBTQ+ community at an event held by Baruch’s G.L.A.S.S.
tendees stated that they had not
yet come out to specific members
of their family out of fear, while
others admitted to only coming out in certain social circles.
Perhaps the most horrifying consequence of coming out was revealed in an anecdote told by Student Affairs Technology Specialist
Traci Espinet.
“Back then the club was called
G.A.L.A. or Gay and Lesbian Alliance,” began Espinet. “She [a
former student] was very excited
to be part of the club and she
came to meetings every Thursday.
Somehow her mother found out
and she took her out of the meeting room every Thursday during
club hours and forced [her] to sit
in her mother’s office. Her family
had her kidnapped and taken to a
church basement where she was
forced to stay for a length of time
while they ‘de-gayed’ her. Then
she came back to G.A.L.A. on two

or three occasions and wanted
to argue with us that we were all
going to hell. The other students
said, ‘please don’t come back
anymore’.”
Despite a difficult history, the
LGBTQ+ community is surely
stronger than ever, thanks in part
to student-run safe havens such as
G.L.A.S.S., which have been operating at Baruch since 1977.
“Right now we’re working on
getting gender-neutral bathrooms,
which is the next big thing,” said
Latasha Ricks, a committee chair
member of G.L.A.S.S. “I feel like
with events like this, if more people from outside G.L.A.S.S. came
they would understand where
we are coming from and we’d get
things like that in half the time.”
Further coverage of transitioning and gender will be provided in
a supplementary event hosted by
G.L.A.S.S., entitled “I’m LGBTQ+,
Now What? Part 2.”

Khamraj Persad, Baruch College peace officer, has died. Campus security was notified about
the passing after her nephew confirmed her death on Sept. 18 via a
phone call. She was 59 years old.
Persad, referred to as “Key” by
those who worked with her, began her tenure at Baruch College
in 1994 as a contract guard. She
was promoted in 2004 to serve
as a campus security assistant
and worked diligently until she
was promoted in 2007 to campus
peace officer. While receiving
benefits from CUNY for being a
city worker, Persad was able to
pursue a degree at CUNY John
Jay College of Criminal Justice. In
2010, she earned her Bachelor’s
degree in security management.
She was preparing for the CUNY
promotional sergeant exam before she passed away. Her job
required her to protect and serve
the Baruch faculty and students.
However, she served as a mentor
to the campus security staff as she
consistently pushed other officers
into going back to school. She was
referred to as a mother figure by
several of the younger guards.
“She never told you not to do
it educational-wise. She always
pushed you to go do it. It didn’t
matter whether it was liberal arts
or accounting, she just wanted
us to take advantage of what [the
city] has to offer us, so we can better ourselves and not have to stay
here,” said Frances Willis, a security assistant who was trained by
Persad. The campus security staff
are in the process of acquiring a
plaque commemorating Persad to
be placed in the Newman Library
Building security office where she
was regularly stationed.
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CUNY’s “Maybe the IUD”
campaign fails to tell full story
The New York Department of Health and Mental Hygiene is partnering with CUNY to launch the “Maybe the IUD” campaign, which
aims to advocate the use of intrauterine devices, or IUDs, to women.
The campaign is aimed in particular towards low-income and minority
women.The draw of an IUD is that one can have it inserted and simply
forget about it—that is, until it shifts in place and position, falls out, induces vaginal hemorrhaging or even perforates the uterus.
Women can choose between a hormonal IUD, known as Mirena,
Skyla or Liletta on the market, and a non-hormonal IUD, known as
Paragard Copper T. The former releases a low dose of progestin into the
body, while the latter releases copper, which is toxic to sperm.
The 1970s were the very height of IUD adoption in the United States,
at which point 10 percent of American women relied on IUDs. Research
was simultaneously published that showed a positive correlation between IUD usage, pelvic inflammatory disease and infertility, according to Obstetrics and Gynecology and the New England Journal of Medicine. Today’s IUD does not pose quite the same threat, but it still bears
that stigma. Indeed, according to drugwatch.com, there are 500 active
cases in the United States against Mirena, which is produced by Bayer
Pharmaceuticals.
Though the side effects should not be ignored, modern IUDs are advertised as one of the most effective forms of birth control available to
women. So in theory, IUDs should be effective enough to prevent most
unplanned pregnancies in the campaign’s target audience.
That being said, there are certain irrefutable sentiments implicated
in this campaign. It is true that low-income and minority women tend
to drop out of school due to planned or unplanned pregnancies. It is
also true that most of these women do not return to school to complete
their degrees after the fact. The hope is that the “Maybe the IUD” campaign publicizes some of the IUD’s drawbacks so that the women who
receive consultation from CUNY can step back and choose for themselves. But to be clear, the issue here is that CUNY is promoting one particularly problematic form of birth control to very specific group, rather
than providing a comprehensive overview.
So if in fact CUNY insists on inserting itself into the reproductive
lives of its students, then perhaps a better plan of action would be to
educate women about all of the options available to them, rather than
just IUDs. These women should also know where they could go—for example, local free clinics like Planned Parenthood—to get consultation
about birth control. Inquiring about birth control is one thing, having
a place to go and a certified medical practitioner to speak to is another.

Forty hour-week functions best for US
Companies in Sweden are reportedly reducing employees’ workdays to six hours per day in an effort to increase the overall productivity
of its workers. While it may be easy for us in the United States to long
for fewer hours dealing with co-workers, paperwork and incompetent
bosses—and many go so far as to suggest Sweden is a grand model for
us to follow—our economy is not like Sweden’s economy. The country
is, after all, a welfare state, and the people of the United States simply
could not survive on a six-hour workday.
Sweden provides its entire population with equal access to healthcare. Elder care is the responsibility of local municipalities, and their
social security system affords parents 480 days to take off from work to
take care of children, among a variety of other government handouts
and social safety nets. Essentially, if there is a need, the state will try to
provide for it.
In a dog-eat-dog, capitalistic economy like the United States,
this is not the case. Workers work because they have to pay for child
care, health care and the incidentals of everyday life. Productivity be
damned; pay is pay.
Dreams of a six-hour workday will have to remain just that—dreams.

REBECCA VICENTEI THE TICKER

Christian refugees ignored wholly
While much of the focus of the Syrian crisis has been on Muslims, Christians refugees are also in peril

T

he Middle East, as a region,
is no stranger to conflict,
social turmoil and political revolutions. The most recent
in this catalog of unrest has taken
place in the epicenter of Syria,
spreading in various forms into
neighboring countries such as Iraq
and Iran.
Tyrannical rule under President Bashar Al Assad, coupled
with several groups vying for power
in the country, including the Islamic State group and the Free
Syrian Army, have made daily living for the civilian population of
Syria and its bordering countries
unsafe, and in many cases, unlivable as entire neighborhoods
and communities are turned
into battlefields. The Islamic State
group makes its mark and stamp
on its brutality toward those who
do not convert to their sect of
Islam and swear allegiance to
their caliphate.
Even if one chooses to convert,
they are often times killed. What
most understand of the political
climate in the region are Sunni
vs. Shia conflicts which date back
thousands of years, each vying for
political and military control of
the region.
Thus started the wave of people
fleeing their native countries, and
charging westward toward Europe. While the situation is horribly
tragic, not all is as some in the media would make us believe. Flee-

ing populations reached a critical
point in the past year, but this crisis
has been going on for three or more
years. If this is true, then one may
ask what makes the past month’s
refugees so different, so worthy of
the constant front page coverage
it receives. The answer is a simple
one, albeit sad.
While run by Islamic theocracies, there was once an overwhelming Christian population
in Iraq and Syria, stretching back
thousands of years. The Christian
religion and culture was alive and
well, before the Islamic State made
its appearance. Its calling card is
brutality beyond which even Dean
Koontz could personify in his most
hellish creations.
The historic churches and cathedrals in Iraq and Syria have become torture chambers. Stripped
of all artifacts of worth, Islamic
State group militants have taken to
crucifying, torturing and beheading Christians in the remains of the
places in which they worshipped.
The streets of Christian communities lay desolate, or in ashes,
as militant groups destroy buildings, burn churches and slaughter
anyone they find.
Even in the cities that have been
regained from the Islamic State
group and other groups, Christians
are so fearful of the ongoing, systematic genocide that they never
return to the cities and towns they,
only a few years ago, called home.

Thousands of Muslim migrants
have been granted asylum throughout the western world. President
Obama has stated that his administration wants to grant as many as
10,000 refugees safe status in the
United States over the next year,
while Germany is leading the effort
in Europe with more than one million refugees.
Those Christians who seek asylum from the hate and torture of
the Islamic State group? They are
an afterthought, despite millions
of Christians in the region being
systematically hunted, killed or
displaced from their homes into
more welcoming countries such
as Jordan. The only news story written, pertaining to the migrants that
the world has forgotten? A small
piece, broken not in the United
States, but in Britain’s Daily Mail,
that the Obama Administration
was deporting the only 27 Iraqi
Christian refugees to make it to the
United States.
No matter who the victims of
such tragedies are, they deserve
an equal voice to their plight, and
a chance that the international
community will save them from
the inhumane conditions in which
they suffer.
An ear and a helping hand
however, is only being lent out to
one side.
-Siana Adorno
Graphic Communication ’17

Networking cannot be underestimated
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icking teams for a game
of dodgeball or kickball in
school always came down to
who knew whom. Both team captains would choose their friends
first, leaving the less-popular kids
to be chosen by default. This still
happens in the real world.
Success can be attributed to
hard work. For some, success can
be attributed to talent and for others, simply luck. Today the job
market is tight, making it difficult
to step into a career. Most employers would rather hire a person they
already have some type of relationship with or a person who has a
recommendation from someone
they know.
Finding a job fresh out of college is not as easy as joining a club.
Joining a club, however, does open
endless opportunities beyond college for many, simply due to networking. Many students strictly
focus on maintaining a high GPA
throughout college, uninterested
in joining clubs and forming rela-

tionships with others. A majority of
jobs these days require on-the-job
training, so sometimes it does not
matter what skills or knowledge
was gained from going to school.
That does not necessarily mean
that what one knows does not matter. However, thanks to networking,
many candidates get hired without
the necessary skills for a specific
job. It is the person the candidate
knows who lands them their dream
job, much to the misfortune of the
3.8 GPA student who was all about
hitting the books rather than being
a well-rounded individual.
It seems unfair at times that
even the brightest of the bunch
cannot get the same opportunities as those who spend more time
on maintaining relationships and
networking. Many jobs today are
not even posted to the public because employers prefer to hire
people they or other professional
acquaintances know. In a New York
firm, this is what is called “insider
connections.” Although it is impor-

tant to network, what you know is
also essential because somewhere
down the line, it is more than likely
that you will have to prove yourself. Knowing the right person
and the right answers go hand-inhand when experience and skills
are tested.
Colleges emphasize the importance of networking, especially in
a business school like Baruch College. Competition is a driving force
at Baruch, where many students
find themselves battling it out for
the same job positions. Just like
only being an A-student is not being a well-rounded individual, neither is solely relying on “connections” to get places.
It all really comes down to being
a well-rounded individual. Who
you know might get your foot in
the door, but what you know will
get you beyond just that initial step,
resulting in longevity and stability.
-Tafannum Rahman
Journalism ’17
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Action must be taken on Clinton charges ahead in the debate
THE POLITICKER
reforming prison system

P

rison reform has always
been institutionalized to
reflect consequences to
offenses—a merciless scheme of
crime and punishment, if you will.
To rot in prison hardly ever
seemed like an appropriate tool
to amend poor behavior and integrate wrongdoers into society.
The courts reigned well; the 6,000
prisoners who are scheduled to
be released from U.S. prisons are
reaping the benefits of the beginning of a nuanced approach
to punishment.
These prisoners’ lives have
been unfairly punctuated by a
lengthy jail time in the war against
drugs. The goal of prison is to adhere to social constructs imposed
by both explicit and implicit laws
of society. Time spent in jail allows
time for reflection and usually ignites regret and a desire to start
life anew.
Unfortunately, the U.S. prison
system does not work that way: a
conviction is a permanent stain on
one’s criminal record, and often
spurs the beginning of a perpetual
cycle in which reparative goals are
chased but rarely achieved.
The only possibility of redemption that an ex-con has is through
his own family, that is, if his own
kin would even choose to uphold
that.
If prison functioned in the way
it was originally intended to—as
institutions designed to reform
criminals who can learn to better
serve society—then maybe charges and sentences would be justifiable and effective.
Better alternatives to prison
are rehabilitative centers and psychiatric treatment, especially in
this scenario.
These prisoners are to be re-

leased due to a reduced sentence
in correspondence to nonviolent
drug crimes. A more humane tactic would be to enroll drug users
and dealers in programs that aim
to re-socialize and restructure
their concept of being.
If the U.S. government viewed
prison as an actual reformative
process that aims to transform
criminals into abiding and lawful
citizens, we would probably have
one of the most effective societies
in the world.
However, this is a highly optimistic goal and it should not be
expected to occur at all, let alone
anytime soon.
Hypothetically, if prisons took
on these new roles, criminals
would be given treatment and
would be able to walk out truly
free, with no strings attached
that prohibit them from attaining a good reputation and at the
very least, the ability to acquire a
decent job.
Although the release of the
thousands of prisoners is not
close to this goal in the slightest,
this new reform is a step, and one
that proudly marks this country’s
path to better reformative and
correctional means.
These prisoners deserve better
than to have been let down by this
country and its penal system for
the unfortunate or negligent mistakes in judgment that they may
have made.
I eagerly anticipate that this
occasion sparks a movement
that will forever change deconstructive federal prisons that debilitate a human being down to
dysfunctional matter.
-Yelena Dzhanova
Pol. Sci. ’19

STEPHEN ELLIOTT

U

nder the heat of fluorescent bulbs and the gaze
of Anderson Cooper, five
presidential hopefuls met on
Tuesday, Oct. 13 to kick-off the
unofficial campaign season for
the Democratic Party. Hosted by
CNN, the debates saw the two
front-runners, Hillary Clinton and
Bernie Sanders, square-off on the
big stage with a supporting cast
of Martin O’Malley, former governor of Maryland, Jim Webb,
former Virginia senator and resident democratic psychopath, and
former Rhode Island governor
Lincoln Chaffee.
Cooper kept the pressure
steady and questions honest, peppering the politicians with followups and uppercuts to keep them
on their toes. Often, when Cooper
smelled blood, he zeroed in on the
jugular and ripped until there was
no more.
He cornered Sanders on his
patchy gun control record, and
likewise on Chaffee’s first ever
vote in Congress. When Clinton
stepped to the left, he stepped with
her, and when O’Malley got too
sassy, Cooper sassed him back.
A consummate professional and
moderator, Cooper walked away
with the victory for the day.
As far as debating goes, it was
all but clear that Clinton was the
most experienced politician on the
stage. Though some of her answers

left a lot to be desired, rattling off
rhetoric and sidestepping contentious points, she kept her chin high
with poise. Sanders was the opposite. His answers were generally
richer and more genuine, but his
ticks and speech patterns detracted from his message. Pair that with
his lack of preparedness for the
gun control question, and it is easy
to see why the untrained listener
gave the edge to Clinton.
The rest of the spoils were divvied among the other three, with
O’Malley gobbling up the most attention; he steadily gained traction
for his honesty and tenacity. He
had sound and solid answers for
all of Cooper’s questions, adroitly
addressing sensitive topics like
gun control and the #blacklivesmatter movement.
His strong record and progressive accomplishments make
O’Malley a qualified candidate,
but his lack of popularity is not
a result of his qualifications, but
rather his personality. Often smug
and haughty, O’Malley’s critics
have pointed to his arrogance as
the reason why he polls so low.
Chaffee did his best to pander
to the moderates but was clearly
not accustomed to the spotlight,
and Webb generally looked insane
throughout the debate. Chaffee’s
disastrous response to Cooper regarding his first ever vote in the
Senate, in which he admitted to
not knowing why he voted because
he had just inherited his deceased
father’s seat.
Meanwhile, Webb’s notable
highlight was his answer to Cooper’s, “Which enemy is your
proudest?” question, to which he
replied, “I’d have to say the enemy
soldier that threw the grenade that
wounded me, but he’s not around
right now to talk to.” The uncomfortable silence and reluctant claps
told the story of Webb’s campaign

so far. While there are technically
no winners and losers, the fight
was roughly even between Clinton and Sanders, and the narrow
edge that either gained on each
other comes down to a matter of
perspective. Most Internet polls
revealed that viewers felt Sanders
walked away with a victory—and
a premature nomination. However, most pundits on either side
of the aisle declared Hillary the
unanimous victor.
Skeptics and independent
news sources point to this disparity of opinion as something to be
appalled by, as if it were the first
time major news media outlets
disagreed with people. Those who
praised Hillary pointed to her charisma and affability as reasons for
her victory, while those who “felt
the Bern” looked to the content
of his answers and the laurels on
which he often rests.
Clinton wore a broad smile and
squared shoulders throughout
the debate, as a seasoned debater
would. Opponents argue that it is
a conspiracy by “corporate media”
to keep a socialist (read: progressive) like Bernie Sanders down
so that Hillary can propagate the
status quo.
That being said, notwithstanding the Benghazi-email ordeal, the
main critiques levied against Clinton are her ties to Wall Street. There
is no denying that liberal voters
want nothing to do with establishment politics or with old money;
they crave a changing of the guard.
But that does not mean that Clinton necessarily lost the debate.
Putting the content of her speech
aside, her aptitude for leadership
and debate was on full display
Tuesday evening. And for what it
is worth, she is the more qualified
person to go up against whomever
the Republicans throw out of their
food fight into the nomination.

Russian presence in Syria problem for US Public education weakens
While Russia’s offensive in Syria is routing IS, it is creating an effect that the Obama does not desire

A battle over a restructured school district raises woes for city

R

T

ussian warplanes have begun their aerial offensive on
the Islamic State group and
other rebel groups in Syria. Which
is just what this spoiled geopolitical salad Syria needed, a little Russian dressing on top.
Over 60 sorties have taken place
since Sep. 30 targeting the command posts, ammunition stores
and weapon production factories.
European foreign ministers have
called for an immediate end to the
airstrikes, saying Russian intervention will prolong the war and
undermine a political solution for
the country. Currently, the United
States has ruled out strategic collaboration with Moscow in the
Middle East.
At face value it seems foolish
that the United States and EU will
not join Russia in their offensive in
Syria. So far, the Russian airstrikes
have been very effective. at routing
the enemy combatants.
Russian military spokesman
Maj. Gen. Igor Konashenkov confirmed Russian warplanes flew 20
missions in a single day, hitting
nine Islamic State targets destroying equipment storage facilities
and an ammunition depot in
Jisr al-Shughour and Maaret alNuman. The only problem is that
the Islamic State group has no
presence in Jisr al-Shughour and
Maaret al-Numan.
Russia’s choice of targets is
rightfully raising doubts over their
expressed intentions to battle the
Islamic State group. On Sunday,
Russian warplanes pounded Syrian rebels unaffiliated with IS in
the northern part of Syria.
The Syrian army quickly moved
in and took control of the area. This
brings the Syrian military closer
to rebel-held positions along the
main highway that links Syria’s

major cities.
Again these rebel forces are not
affiliated with the Islamic State.
Russia claims the targets they are
striking belong to the Islamic State
group, but most areas that are being targeted have no presence. Instead they are hitting other rebel
groups that are fighting Assad.
Some of these groups are
backed by the CIA, Turkey and
other Arab nations in the region.
Russian airstrikes on these groups
can indirectly help the Islamic
State group. In recent days, Islamic
State fighters have taken advantage of the Russian airstrikes on
rival rebel groups to advance near
the city of Aleppo according to the
Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights.
Russia is certainly proving to
be a valuable ally to Assad, and
with good reason. Syria’s position
in the Middle East is of vital importance to Russia as it holds the
country’s only Mediterranean naval base. As such, Russia will not
concern itself much with whatever
atrocities Assad has been accused
of committing.
Russia will fight back against
the various rebel groups that are
vying for power in Syria, whether
they are claiming to be freedom
fighters or whether they are members of the Islamic State group. To
Putin, all of the Syrian rebel groups
are in the same boat: there is no
difference.
This puts Obama in a very tight
spot. Obama wants to institute
a new new regime in Syria, one
where Assad will not hold power.
However, Russia’s backing of the
Syrian president will now certainly
complicate that matter.
All of this fighting is making
Syrians flee for safety. Millions of
refugees are being hosted in Tur-

key, Lebanon and Jordan. Hundreds of thousands of Syrians are
instead fleeing to Europe, resulting
in a human wave washing over Europe’s southern shores. This is the
largest influx of migrants into Europe since the end of WWII. Many
Europeans are not happy with the
asylum policies within Europe.
Germans are currently protesting
against the “welcome policy” of
Chancellor Angela Merkel, claiming the policy is going too far. The
“welcome” culture in Europe is
evaporating quickly.
Russia has been lying to outplay
the West. They denied again and
again that the mysterious soldiers
in Crimea were not Russian commandos. It was a “people’s uprising” and these mysterious soldiers
were “volunteers.”
Ambassadors,
European
envoys and even the German
Chancellor were all lied to. Russian
officials
systematically
denied everything. Then after the
Russian flag was raised over the
peninsula, President Vladimir Putin admitted deception and brags
the plan was entirely cooked up by
him. Now the same thing is happening in Syria. Russia asked the
United States to join them and
form a coalition to fight the Islamic
State group.
Instead they start bombing western-backed rebels to help their dictator buddy Assad regain control of
lost ground. By sending mixed
messages and outright lying, Russia has left the West confused and
unable to react quickly. The West
needs to stop believing what Putin is saying and start looking at
what he is doing. His actions speak
louder than his words.
-Davon Singh
Economics ’17

he Department of Education plans to rationalize
and restructure two public schools in Brooklyn Heights
and Down Under the Manhattan
Bridge Overpass. As such, they
have sounded the alarm in P.S. 8
and P.S. 307.
The Heights’ P.S. 8 is an overcrowded, high-achieving magnet
school, whereas DUMBO’s P.S.
307, lies in the shadow of the Farragut Houses that have plenty of
space to accommodate students
of P.S. 8.
Although talks of merging the
two schools have long been in the
air, the DOE’s proposal has come
with a swiftness that has taken parents off-center. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan’s bureaucrats
have put them on notice that they
should be well-prepared when the
order to unite comes. And it has to
be carried out with speed.
The federal government’s action has raised the hackles of parents whose children attend either
of the two schools.
The seeming immediacy of the
merger has let out the genie of
class, caste and race that is never far from the surface of things
in America.
The town hall-like gatherings
of P.S. 8 parents worry that the
DOE has not given them sufficient
time to prepare for the integration of the two schools. And then
there is the matter of safety and
standards. On the other hand,
the parents of students of P.S. 307
fear that their children will be
further marginalized and pushed
farther in the background when
it comes to resources and a more
rigorous curriculum.
And as if that were not enough,
the goals of the U.S. educational
system—the pursuit of good citi-

zenry, literacy and a more equal
and open society—are no longer
in touch with the realities of today’s United States.
The gentrification of Brooklyn,
and in particular DUMBO, confirms the alienation of working
poor, single mothers and the growing yaw of poverty in an increasingly more expensive Brooklyn.
There is little wonder as to why
the existential angst is on a high
level in both schools, for under attack is the proposition that schools
provide a transcendent vision of
society. Can the plan overcome
solipsistic situations in which parents, teachers and pupils will not
act out emotions of Ayn Rand-like
feelings centered on the self or
play down petty jealousies in favor
of reviving a spirit of common purpose and solidarity?
The planned modernization of
P.S. 307 will go ahead. Some parents of students at P.S. 8 may send
their children to private or charter
schools, while some might send
their children to P.S. 307. Nonetheless, sooner or later its facilities
will be allotted to a charter school,
which would allay the fears of
parents from P.S. 8, but heighten
the fears and worries of Farragut
Houses’ parents.
One way or another, this attempt to revitalize underutilized
school space will further weaken
public education and favor charters funded on the public dime but
run as a private corporation and
tilt further toward strengthening
private schools.
It is yet another chapter in
the continual drama of delaying
the fulfillment of the ideals of the
nation’s forefathers.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism
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Events are vital aspect
for USG and Baruch

ANNIE SOURBIS

M

ost student governments in the country do
not function like ours.
Baruch’s Undergraduate Student
Government is not only responsible for policies and representing
students, we are also responsible
for a large portion of programming here at the college. At most
colleges, the student government
is separate from a “student programming board” that handles
the programming by students at
the college. After thinking about
our system for a while, I realized
that programming is fundamental
to Baruch USG’s existence. Our
programming gives us presence,
influence and not to mention, our
actual programming budget.
Most students learn about USG
and meet us at our events. It gives
us presence on campus and it is
a way that we market ourselves.
I cannot imagine how many students would be interested in USG,
let alone know who we are, if we
did not throw interesting events.
Also, having event after event
shows to students, faculty and administration that we have a presence. Students know us and we
have a direct connection to the
student body at least more so than

any other department. It shows
that we are a legitimate organization when it comes to outreach
and representing our student
body. Second, if we did not do
programming, there would be no
need for a programming budget.
The fact that we have the ability
to put our money towards student
events helps to foster student life
at Baruch. For example, every year
we rent out Rockefeller’s skating
rink for Baruch students to skate
on for free.
Our programming justifies us
having the money to put towards
these events. More so, and what I
think is more vital, it gives us the
ability to cosponsor with clubs
and departments. This really enables us to foster student life and
the opportunities at the college for
students through collaboration.
Speaking of programming, I
think it is appropriate to let you
know about the programming we
have lined up for you this week.
On Tuesday, Oct. 20 during club
hours in the Bearcat Den, we will
be having a Town Hall where anyone can ask your USG questions
about anything. On Thursday during club hours, we will be holding
Baruch’s first Homecoming in the
Plaza. There will be giveaways, a
pep rally, a club parade and performances. Also on Thursday in
1-107, we will be hosting a fall festival. There will be pies, pumpkin
decorating, seasonal beer, line
dancing and food. Then, you can
end your night with the movie
“Hocus Pocus in the Plaza.”
Annie Sourbis is the president of Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government. She may be reached at
annie.sourbis@usgbaruch.com.

Rand Paul aligns with college crowd

I

t is no surprise that college
campuses are filled with
young people who are overwhelmingly supportive of liberal
policies and, in turn, supportive
of democrats.
One can only imagine how
many Bearcats align with democratic candidates, notably Hillary
Clinton or Bernie Sanders.
Furthermore, recent remarks
made by businessman Donald
Trump have turned off many
young and ethnic voters from even
considering candidates from the
Republican Party, further hindering any appeal republicans once
had. But one candidate is doing
just the opposite.
Republican Senator Rand Paul
has taken a note from his father’s
playbook on libertarianism, combining it with a conservative base,
leading him to describe himself
as a “constitutional conservative,”
something that could appeal to
youth more than ever.
Really packing a punch, Rand
Paul has aggressively come out
against the NSA and the Patriot
Act. Rand has repeatedly said that
he disapproves of the government
spying on U.S. citizens by reading
emails, phone history and social
media posts—even after they have
been “deleted.”
Literally standing by his word,
Rand filibustered on the Senate
floor for nearly 11 hours in late
May, successfully blocking reauthorization of the Patriot Act.
Rand’s tax plan has accumulated attention because it sets
out to purge over 70,000 pages
of the tax code, replacing it with
one low income tax rate of 14.5
percent for everyone. Rand has
also proposed a Balanced Budget
Amendment, saying, “Currently
some $3 trillion comes into the
U.S. Treasury. Couldn’t the country just survive on $3 trillion?” He

proposed cuts across the board,
believing local and state governments can manage certain areas
better than the federal government
and that they understand citizens better than some unelected
gray-suited bureaucrat.
Perhaps Rand’s greatest libertarian stance is privatization of
marriage. Amid controversy surrounding the Supreme Court’s
rulings on gay marriage and Kim
Davis, Rand has taken a stance
that government has become too
intrusive in citizens’ lives, proclaiming government should not
oversee marriage.
He declared during the first
G.O.P. debate, “I don’t want my
marriage or my guns registered
in Washington.”
The logic behind this libertarian principle is that two consenting adults should be able to contract an agreement, including a
marriage— heterosexual or homosexual—without government regulating, legislating and profiting off
of it. It is nobody’s business, especially not the government’s, what
people are doing in their spare
time when it does not hurt others.
Following that logic is why
Rand is the most vocal member
of the G.O.P. calling for criminal
justice reform, in order to break
the cycle of incarceration for
nonviolent crimes.
In the second G.O.P. debate,
Rand accused former Florida Gov.
Jeb Bush of hypocrisy for believing
that medicinal marijuana should
not be legalized, yet admitted to
smoking pot in high school. Rand
justly said that Bush’s ideas over
marijuana would not only be detrimental to patients who need medicinal marijuana, but would also
excessively target poorer Americans. He said to Bush, “In the current circumstances, kids who had
privilege like you [Bush] do, don’t

go to jail, but the poor kids in our
inner cities go to jail.”
In regards to actually being a
constitutional conservative, Rand
has said that if you want someone who will wait for Congressional approval before sending
troops abroad, and someone who
will always use diplomacy before sending troops abroad, he is
your candidate.
Boasting his libertarian non-interventionist stance during the second debate, he said, “If you want
boots on the ground, and you want
them to be our sons and daughters,
you’ve got 14 other choices. There
will always be a Bush or Clinton for
you if you want to go back to war
in Iraq.”
Unfortunately, Rand is not getting much media attention due to
Trump’s incoherent ramblings, as
well as a plethora of other problems mainstream media present. In May, Fox News left Rand
out when reporting a Quinnipiac
University poll that showed Rand
garnering 7 percent of votes, despite them showing four other
candidates who received 5 percent
or lower. Media acts as a watchdog and to presume that mainstream media does not censor issues, contain bias or sway politics
is ignorant.
The very idea present in many
voters’ minds that Rand cannot
win because of low polling is quite
fatuous. Right now, polling is hardly indicative of anything; truthfully,
polling is only indicative of who
has the spotlight this very moment. For now, it is Trump. Do not
assume any candidate is in or out
until it is over.
Rand Paul has what it takes to
be the commander-in-chief. If only
people started realizing it.
-Andrew Windsor
Pol. Sci. ’19
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Business
UConn professors present on risk-cost model of firm compliance
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAFF WRITER

Professors Robert Bird and Stephen Park of the University of Connecticut presented the research
they conducted on the relationship between the cost of compliance and the risk associated
with compliance.
Their work, risk-cost model of
firm compliance, was presented
to the general public in one of the
administrative conference halls on
the Adminstrative Building.
Robert Bird, a Boston University
Law School Graduate, and Stephen
Park of Harvard Law School, are
both associate professors in the
University of Connecticut School
of Business.
Apart from teaching, Bird and
Park are each published authors of
various business and law journals
featured in the Stanford Journal of
Law, Northwestern Journal of Law,
Georgetown Journal of International Law and other publictions.
Together, they wrote the paper presented at the conference, with the
purpose of “build[ing] a model of
compliance that explains how and
why firms comply or fail to comply
with business regulation” (Bird).
In order to fulfill this purpose,
Bird and Park used their research
to inform the audience of the nature of compliance, which they defined as “the choice between a risk
and the cost.” In the model they
created, the professors focused
on one firm and one cost. Using
this as an example, they discussed
compliance as it pertains to the
single business.

WWW.WIKIMEDIA.COM

Volkswagen is an example of a ﬁrm that failed to take the risk side of compliance into account when determining policy.
The lecturers discussed the cons
associated with compliance risk,
as well as the differences between
technical and allocative efficiency
and their dual use for compliance.
According to Bird, firms should not
only “do right things” but also “do
things right” in accordance with
regulations imposed.
Bird began the lecture by stating that compliance is not a “binary” institution, but rather subject to interpretation. Compliance
is therefore dependent on changes
in regulation, the evolving market
and changes in industry for each
individual firm.
Throughout the lecture, both
speakers presented three differ-

ent graphs, illustrating the direct
relationship between the cost of
investments in compliance as well
as compliance itself.
They then discussed how the
relationship could alter if the
compliance function is shifted
to a downward curve in an indirect fashion. The Risk-Intelligence
compliance function was the third
model presented.
Bird and Park analyzed risk-cost
trade-offs in relation to regulations, as well as the potential success firms can have if they reduce
compliance costs.
The overall goal of the models
was to showcase the point of equilibrium at which firms invest little

to nothing in compliance, but are
as compliant as possible. Although
this is an ideal state, impossible for
firms to reach, firms must attempt
to reach this point to prosper.
Drawing from the models, Park
addressed the collaborative relationship that ensues between a
regulator and a firm. According to
Park, there exists a mutually beneficial relationship between both
parties if there is compliance. The
“downward pressure” by both legislature and industry can quite
possibly hinder firms just as the
firms can successfully pose problems on regulators. However, as
per their thesis, firms are more successful when they comply with the

regulations in place.
The final slides of the lecture
discussed the importance of compliance from an ethical standpoint.
Park stated that in order to have
both a reputable and honorable
business, a firm’s board of directors must “empower and educate
its employees to identify instances
of noncompliance and to be able
to act upon them.” Drawing on
the Volkswagen controversy of this
year, he concluded that to avoid
such a scandal, the board of a company must establish a systematic
process that takes compliance into
account. By doing so, the company
will ensure upmost ethical duty to
its employees and customers.
Maria Katsoulis, an attendee
of the event who works in a small
law firm on Manhattan’s West side,
found the presentation “interesting” and “informative,” calling
compliance “a necessary topic for
people of all industries.”
When asked for her opinion on
companies in relation to compliance, Katsoulis continued, “Companies need to comply with regulations. They need to take on ethical responsibility and not strictly
focus on their image, which is
rather trivial. Look at Volkswagen,
or better yet, Enron. Firms need to
learn about compliance in order
to understand the importance it
has. They need to attend lectures
like these.”
Bird and Park are currently
working together on “The Domains
of Corporate Counsel in an Era
of Compliance,” to be published
next year in the American Business
Law Journal.

Clothing brand bankrupt

YouTube expands product ads system

BY LUIS LUCERO

The Google-owned website plans on increasing ad revenue through additional links in videos

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In this day and age of modern
clothing stores frantically fighting for the niche dollar, one of the
biggest names in that market has
recently had its death knell given
to it. On Oct. 5, American Apparel
declared chapter 11 bankruptcy.
The main catalysts for the
bankruptcy were their astronomical debt, massive drop off in sales
and heavy legal action towards
their founder and former CEO,
Dov Charney.
The deal, which was filed in a
Delaware bankruptcy court, came
after a deal was struck with board
members to reduce debt through
a process known as debt-for-equity conversion, in which bondholders exchange their debt for
company shares.
It would also prevent the company from closing all 130 of their
U.S. stores and their clothing
plants in Los Angeles. No layoffs
have been announced in the wake
of the filing, but that is soon to
be confirmed by the bankruptcy
court. Overseas operations are
also said to be unaffected.
Despite this recovery plan, the
shareholders, including Charney,
are going to be heavily affected
by the filing and full control of the
company is going into the hand
of creditors, one of which is the
hedge fund, Standard Control.
Earlier this year, they contributed
to the turnaround of another company that filed for bankruptcy,
RadioShack.
Stores designed to cater to
teens, like American Apparel,
Abercrombie & Fitch and Aeropostale, have struggled in the
face of “fast-fashion” labels and
a demographic that is becoming
more interested in the latest de-

vice than the latest fashion trends.
Victims of this downward spiral include Wet Seal, Deb Shops,
Delia’s and Body Central, all of
which have gone under in the last
couple of years.
While the company has always
prided themselves on making
clothing on U.S. soil, their “fastfashion” competitors were able
to get the latest fashion trends in
their stores far cheaper and far
quicker than American Apparel
ever could.
American Apparel’s own bankruptcy had become inevitable
after the company had released
multiple quarters of steep losses.
Sales fell 17 percent in the second quarter compared to last year,
blamed on a lack of new styles. The
total of American Apparel’s losses
over the last five years have topped
$340 million, losing $45 million in
this year alone.
When the New York Stock Exchange closed last Friday, the
store’s shares were valued at a
measly 11 cents a share.
In light of the company’s recent
financial woes, the bankruptcy
could be seen as a long awaited
distraction from their various other problems.
Over the past several years,
American Apparel has had several
lawsuits filed against them, many
targeted at Charney.
Throughout the company’s
history, he has gotten himself
embroiled in scandals involving indecent exposure in front
of reporters, sexual harassment
of employees and unethical hiring practices regarding female
store managers.
Though he was eventually
removed from the role of CEO
last year, it seemed to do very
little to divert the company from
financial ruin.

BY STEVEN WEINER
STAFF WRITER

Susan Wojcicki, YouTube’s chief
cxecutive, announced Tuesday at
an advertising industry event in
New York that YouTube will introduce more interactive shopping
ads.
A company statement made by
YouTube said, “Over the course of
the year, we’ve been working hard
to make videos more interactive,
shortening the distance between
the time a viewer sees an ad and
their actual purchase.”
This is due to a 40 percent increase of views for product-related
clips. More ads allow YouTube to
take advantage of this increase in
veiws and earn more profit from
its users.
Users will also be able to profit
through these ads, which will now
offer links to featured consumer
products. They can directly access
a page to purchase the products
from YouTube videos.
At the moment, YouTube publicizes brands with ads that can
be skipped by viewers. To get
more people to visit certain sites,
some channels on YouTube show
half- hour shows that could air
as television programs. The ads
within these longer videos can not
be skipped.
The goal of lengthier videos
is to get less people watching
through an embedded link. Agencies have been trying something
similar on YouTube since 2013
by creating their own channels to
mix entertainment with links to
product pages.
YouTube has also been using
TrueView Cards, which are ads
with information about a product
as well as a link to the brand’s web-

site. This feature is only available
before the video airs.
The expanded promotion, expected to roll out in the next few
months, will only appear in videos
that review products or contain
how-to tutorials.
Instead of being shown before,
the endorsement can be viewed
throughout the video. If the lower
case “i” is clicked that will appear
in the top right corner, the viewer
will be shown cards they can click
that display images, price points,
specifications and a link to the retailer’s website to buy the product.
If the user has zero interest in
buying the product, they do not
have to click anything and will not
be distracted.
YouTube will only be earning
profit from clicks on featured plugs
and will get no commission from
user purchases.
Many different brands will use
the ad system when this new system rolls out. Only companies with
a Google Merchant Center Account, where product description
and inventory data are uploaded
to Google’s pay to play shopping service, can be included in
the service.
This is so YouTube can transfer the information from the two
categories into the ad. Diya Jolly,
YouTube’s Director of Product
Management for Ads, said, “Over
the last couple of years, we’ve discovered that there’s a lot of content
on YouTube that actually is things
like how-to videos, reviews, tutorials—things that people look at to
research things to buy.”
She also stated that YouTube
will take into account how useful a
video promotion would be before
putting in the option to broadcast
it to the viewer.

A video about gaming graphics
where Grand Theft Auto V is mentioned briefly does not make the
game the focal point.
Another change is that advertisers do not need to pay for product
placement to brand themselves.
They will only be charged for an
ad once a card is clicked because
this is when a viewer is getting
excess information not available
strictly from the knowledge of the
YouTube video.
YouTube is doing this to follow a trend from Pinterest and
Instagram. Both social media
websites rely on pictures as a way
to communicate.
Those sites have a “buy button”
where you can look at pictures of
something you want and then buy
the product by clicking the button.
The new announcement from
YouTube is also influencing other
types of ads such as app install ads.
These allow you to download an
app by clicking on the ad, which
can now also be viewed as banners
on YouTube.
When going on YouTube, the
viewer will be faced with a giant ad
at the top of the screen below the
search bar.
When the banner is clicked, a
store page is opened that allows the
app to be downloaded. YouTube
chooses which apps to display
based on age, hobbies and previously viewed videos of the person
associated with the account.
Prior to this, app ads worked as
TrueView Cards. They would be included before a video and different
cards would show the name, logo,
price and ratings of the app.
YouTube is using these ads
to follow the growth of fastpaced web traffic as a shopping
destination for consumers.
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CSE sponsors “An Entrepreneur’s Guide to Personal Finance”
BY VALERIE LABARBERA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Presented by the CUNY Center
for Student Entrepreneurship and
sponsored by Municipal Credit
Union, “An Entrepreneur’s Guide
to Personal Finance” was the first
session in CSE’s Student Startup
Series. The series focuses on giving
aspiring entrepreneurs the tools
needed to launch their business.
CSE is a university-wide initiative to assist CUNY students to start
their businesses, create jobs for
students and stimulate business
growth and economic development in New York City. In partnership with the Field Center for Entrepreneurship at Baruch College,
its primary missions are to operate
a student entrepreneur incubator
that provides accepted students
with mentoring services, office
space and equipment and technology as well as to assist all CUNY
schools with their entrepreneurship programs.
The event began with opening
remarks from Lou Anne FlandersStec, CSE’s executive director, who
provided brief background information and statistics about CSE.
Since its inception, CSE and
its various programs have provided students with over $2.5
million dollars worth of funding
for their business ideas as well
as helped create over 23 jobs for
CUNY students.
Eli Attias, the founder of Exambler and CSE incubator alumni,
spoke next. Attias emphasized the
importance of three essential items
that one needs when starting a
business: money, work and time.
Six months ago he was filleting
fish to pay his bills and help fund
Exambler. Currently, Attias works
full time at Exambler, which is
an online service that can create,
grade and report exams.

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Husbands, of the Municipal Credit Union, spoke at length about some of the dangers and pitfalls of credit building.
He continued to explain that
time is money and every second
counts. Attias’ normal routine includes waking up at 5:30 a.m. so he
can put in enough time to have the
most productive day possible.
Attias concluded with a few
pieces of advice for any audience
member looking to start a business:
know your product, app, company
and brand. Knowledge is power
so do your research and learn everything you possibly can before
launching your company.
His closing statement was,
“When you’re not working, your
competitors are working.”
The event continued with its
key speaker, Tra’Lynn Husbands,
from Municipal Credit Union, who
spoke for the majority of the event
about credit and why it is important to have your personal finances

balanced before even considering
launching a business.
Her presentation, “Financially
Fit,” focused heavily on the different aspects that make up your
credit score.
Throughout her presentation,
there were a few questions posed to
the audience, and the first student
who answered correctly was given
a seven-day unlimited Metrocard.
Municipal Credit Union is a
member-owned,
not-for-profit
institution that provides services very similar to that of a
commercial bank.
All CUNY students are eligible
to become members, as are federal
and state employees, among other
selected groups. The main benefit
of banking with a credit union versus a typical commercial bank is
that since credit unions are a not-

for-profit, they typically have lower
interest rates on loans.
Husbands began her presentation by displaying a pie chart
that outlined the makeup of a
credit score.
The breakdown is as follows: 35
percent payment history, 30 percent amounts owed, 15 percent
length of credit history, 10 percent
new credit and 10 percent types of
credit used.
While using this pie chart, Husbands highlighted a few facts to
keep in mind when making decisions regarding your credit.
You can lose anywhere from 60
to 110 points if you are 30 days late
on a payment and negative information stays on your credit report
for seven years.
Student loans stay on your credit report for seven years after they

are paid, and hard inquiries or actively applying for a loan, mortgage
or credit card can decrease your
credit score.
Finally, Husbands offered a few
tips on how to improve your credit
score. College students can actively
view their credit report, correct
any errors found on their credit reports, pay bills on time, keep credit
card accounts that are in good
standing active and open a secure
card if they do not yet qualify for a
credit card.
Following these tips is made
easier by creating and sticking to a
budget. Husbands explained that a
budget equation should be income,
minus bills, equal to savings and
spending money.
Also, by differentiating between what types of credit cards
or store cards a person actually uses regularly, as opposed to
those used infrequently, will help
keep the amount of new credit
down and will hopefully eliminate
excess spending.
To close the event, David Kurfirst and Christopher Zumtobel,
also CSE incubator alumni and
founders of Think Olio, took the
stage. Think Olio facilitates lifelong
learning by bringing high-level lectures, discussions and workshops
to intimate locations, which makes
passionate teachers more accessible to communities.
Kurfirst and Zumtobel described the importance of conserving money throughout every stage
of a business venture. They spoke
about how they started small in the
living room of their homes and how
their business expanded
Lastly, their closing message
was for neophyte entrepreneurs
to know their audience and to ensure there is a market for their ideas
before pouring time, energy and
money into something that will
not succeed.

Daily fantasy sports sites face class action lawsuit and state inquiry
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR

Popular daily fantasy sports
(DFS) sites DraftKings and FanDuel are being scrutinized for their
questionable internal business
practices. Recently, a DraftKings
employee admitted to releasing
data about fantasy leagues before
lineups were locked in. In that
same week, that employee won
$350,000 at a rival fantasy sports
site. The issue has caused a class
action lawsuit, as well as a formal inquiry from the New York
Attorney General.
The controversy started when
Ethan Haskell, a DraftKings employee, admitted to releasing data
regarding the percentage of participants who drafted certain players
before that information was supposed to be made public.
Haskell also won $350,000 in
a contest on FanDuel, a rival DFS
site, around the same time as the
data release.
It is unclear whether or not
the improper release of this data
gave Haskell or anyone else an
unfair advantage.
Fantasy sports involve participants drafting hypothetical
teams composed of players from a
sports league, spread out over an
entire season.
The performance of someone’s
team depends on how well those
players perform in real games.
Fantasy sports started out as something one would do with a group of
friends, sometimes for money.
The relatively new concept of
daily fantasy sports works similar
to traditional fantasy sports, where
players draft a team of players from
different real-life teams.
Daily fantasy sports, though, are
played for money, and the competition lasts between a day and

a week. Players buy in to a league
with winnings between $2 and
$2 million.
A study done on daily fantasy
sports by Eilers Research indicates
that the industry will generate $2.6
billion in entry fees this year.
Daily fantasy sports is an extremely large industry that grows
a significant percentage every year.
Concerns that the industry may be
dangerously unregulated are well
founded.
On Oct. 5, both DraftKings and
FanDuel released a joint statement
regarding the issue.
In the statement, they ensured
fans that they have many internal controls that stop employees
from gaining an unfair advantage
in competitions.
According to the joint statement, “Employees with access to
this data are rigorously monitored
by internal fraud control teams,
and we have no evidence that anyone has misused it.”
At the time of the Haskell incident, FanDuel and DraftKings
employees were not allowed to
participate in money competitions within their own company,
though there is nothing prohibiting employees from playing in rival
company competitions.
On the same day the joint statement was released, the two companies temporarily prohibited players from entering competitions on
rival sites as well.
Despite the attempt of the joint
statement to reassure customers
that their fantasy sports experience
is fair, many question the companies’ policies. DFS sites are unregulated, meaning there is no requirement for an unbiased third party
to validate any claims made by
the companies.
In response to the questions
surrounding this issue, The New

York Attorney General has initiated a formal inquiry into the policies of DraftKings and FanDuel.
Both companies received letters
from the attorney general’s office
inquiring of the specifics of their
business practices.
New York Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman’s letter asks for “detailed responses” to information
requests.
Data requested includes a full
list of employees that have access
to nonpublic data, and details
on how the companies prevent
fraud. The letter also requests details on any internal investigations
into employees who may have
gained a wrongful advantage by
violating company policy, namely
Ethan Haskell.
Both companies have looked
into the facts surrounding the
Haskell incident. Jason Robbins,
chief executive of DraftKings, said
on Fox Business Network: “We
have great records of when data is
pulled, when communications are
sent, so it was quite easy for us to
go pull those records and what we
found was that he sent this data
after his lineup was locked on FanDuel. So he had no ability to edit it.
So it couldn’t possibly be a situation where that data was useful to
him in setting that lineup.”
After receiving the attorney general’s letter, DraftKings released a
statement saying, “We have just received and reviewed the letter from
the N.Y. attorney general, and the
company will fully cooperate with
the inquiry.”
Major League Baseball owns
a sizable stake in DraftKings and
also has a sponsorship deal with
it. The MLB released a statement
that claimed its players and employees are not allowed to participate in fantasy baseball games
where money is on the line. The

statement also claimed the MLB
did not know DraftKings had a
different policy.
ESPN, which has a sponsorship
deal with both DraftKings and FanDuel, has removed some of their
DFS-sponsored content. During
a reporting segment covering the
Haskell incident, ESPN’s Bob Ley
said, “ESPN today continued running commercials for the two main
daily sports fantasy companies, but
has removed sponsored elements
from within shows.”
On Wednesday, Oct. 7, two days
after the joint statement was released, FanDuel released a longer
statement regarding their plan for
the future. In the statement, the
company announced it would no
longer allow its employees to participate in any daily fantasy sports
for money on any sites. They also
will not allow employees of other
DFS sites to play on FanDuel.
The statement also outlined
their plan to evaluate their internal controls. Former federal judge
and U.S. Attorney General Michael
Mukasey has been asked to review
their standards and practices. “His
mandate is to conduct a review to
identify ways that we can ensure
we are doing the right things to
maintain the trust we have with
our players.”
FanDuel also plans to create
an internal advisory board, led by
Michael Garcia of the Kirkland &
Ellis law firm and former U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of
New York.

The advisory board will “provide on-going advice, recommendations and guidance to ensure
that we are always taking every step
possible to ensure the integrity of
our site and our games.”
Responses by DraftKings and
FanDuel may not be enough to
spare them from legal lash back.
A class action lawsuit has been
filed against both FanDuel and
Draft Kings.
Fantasy football player Adam
Johnson is suing the companies,
claiming that employees receive
an unfair advantage over common
players because of access to nonpublic information.
According to the lawsuit, employees have unfairly won over
$6 million over the past few years.
The suit claims the terms and service agreements of both sites are
“procedurally and substantively
unconscionable,” and declares the
DFS sites have violated multiple
state laws.
Despite the severe controversy
surrounding both FanDuel and
DraftKings, the weekend following the allegations saw a record
number of people playing on
DFS sites.
According to SupperLobby, an
industry research firm, FanDuel
and DraftKings cumulatively received 7.1 million entries, and took
in over $43 million in entry fees.
If these numbers are any indicator of the public’s response to the
two cites questionable practices,
DFS sites are in good shape.

According to the joint statement, “Employees with access
to this data are rigorously monitored by internal fraud control
teams, and we have no evidence that anyone has misused it.”

OCTOBER 19, 2015

THE TICKER BUSINESS I PAGE 9

Twitter names new CEO

US and BP reach settlment over oil spill

BY STEVEN WEINER

The settlement for the 2010 Deepwater Horizon spill covers all damage claims agains British Petrolium.

STAFF WRITER

It was announced Monday,
Oct. 5, that Jack Dorsey, cofounder of Twitter, would return
as permanent CEO after being
pushed out to executive chairman back in 2008. Dorsey will
now be the permanent full-time
CEO of Twitter. He is also the
current CEO of Square, a mobile
payment service.
According to the 2013 book
by New York Times Reporter Nick
Bilton, Hatching Twitter, Evan
Williams, a Twitter board member
and the company’s biggest shareholder, was involved in the outing
of Dorsey. Now with Dorsey’s new
position, Williams has been trying
to work things out with him. During an interview with Bloomberg
TV at the Vanity Fair New Establishment Summit in San Francisco, Williams said, “No one would
say this is ideal that we would
want anyone’s time split. But it
didn’t change the fact that we still
thought, despite that, he was the
best choice.”
Dorsey was put back in the
spotlight after the former CEO,
Dick Costolo, stepped down from
Twitter’s Board.
Twitter board member Peter
Currie did not think Dorsey was
going to take the job as CEO because the company released a
statement in the summer requiring the candidates to be able to
work full time. Currie did not believe Dorsey could manage being
full time at both companies.
“We didn’t get to a different answer until we saw Jack at work for
three months,” Currie said. “Jack
has been meeting and surpassing
expectations while doing both,”
meaning his dual CEO jobs. The
board members all agreed with

giving Dorsey this job because he
was able to lead his staff, had an
eye for recruiting employees and
proposed ideas to make Twitter
more creative.
Bain has stated that Dorsey has
an optimistic approach to raise the
chemistry of employees with one
another. “He’s got the senior staff
working better together than at
any point in our history,” he said.
“There’s more cohesion and collaboration across the team now.
He’s begun changing how work is
done at the company.”
Bain will be able to ease the
workload Dorsey will have by
helping him manage his work
at Twitter.
Dick Costolo, the Twitter board
and many others showed their approval through tweets, but Elon
Musk, CEO of Tesla and Space
X, did not support the decision.
While speaking during the Vanity Fair New Establishment Summit in San Francsico, Musk said,
“I wouldn’t recommend running
two companies. It decreases your
freedom a lot.”
Musk only spends about a third
of his time at home. While he is at
work, he spends time working on
engineering, design issues and
doing interviews with the press.
A normal work week involves him
flying between Los Angeles and
Palo Alto three to four times to
work at SpaceX and Tesla.
Dorsey already has his work
cut out for him because a day after
becoming full time CEO, the company rolled out the new part of the
app called Moments.
This groups together the day’s
most talked about stories so they
can be accessed quickly. This new
feature will be a focus of the company to attract new users to Twitter, which will keep profits steady
around $500 million.

BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Five years after the Deepwater
Horizon explosion and the subsequent oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico,
the U.S. Department of Justice and
five Gulf states announced a settlement worth $20.8 billion. The five
affected states include Alabama,
Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi
and Texas.
When the Deepwater Horizon
oil rig exploded on April 20, 2010,
11 workers were killed and 210
million gallons of oil were spilled
into the Gulf of Mexico over the
course of 87 days. The geographical reach of the oil slick was at least
15,300 miles.
A lawsuit was filed by the Department of Justice in December
2010. The plaintiffs hoped to expose BP’s “gross neglect,” and hold
the company accountable for its
actions, according to Attorney
General Loretta E. Lynch.
“At trial, our litigation team
proved that the spill was the result
of BP’s gross negligence,” Lynch
said in a press conference. “But our
efforts did not stop with the issue
of liability. Ensuring that liability
translated into real relief for all the
inhabitants of the gulf—people,
businesses, fish and wildlife—was
the essential next step.”
Since then, numerous photos
of animals unable to swim or fly
because of the oil—which sticks to
their skin, fins or feathers—have
surfaced.
Animals lost their habitats and
recreational activities in the area
were heavily impacted.
“This global settlement resolves
the governments’ civil claims under the Clean Water Act and natural resources damage claims under

the Oil Pollution Act, as well as
economic damage claims of the
five Gulf states and local governments,” a report published by the
Department of Justice on Oct. 5
states. “[It] is the largest settlement with a single entity in the
department’s history.”
According to a recent release
by the Department of Justice, BP
must pay $5.5 billion, as well as
other interest payments, as penalty for violating the Clean Water Act, 80 percent of which will
go towards environmental and
economic restoration in the five
aforementioned states.
The remaining 20 percent is
paid to the Oil Spill Liability Trust
Fund, the purpose of which is to
financially support responses to
oil spills.
Another $8.1 billion consists
of “natural resource payments,”
including projects that are meant
to restore the Gulf of Mexico. The
U.S. government will recieve up to
$600 million worth of reimbursements and up to $700 million will
be put away to “[A]ddress natural
resource conditions that are presently unknown but may come to
light in the future.”
Lastly, up to $5.9 billion will be
put away for state and local claims;
$4.9 billion will go directly to the
states and the remainder will be
reserved for local governments
that present valid claims.
It will take over 18 years for the
company to back the claims.
“The criminal guilty plea that BP
entered into regarding the Deepwater Horizon incident imposed
a comprehensible set of measures
to improve the company’s drilling
procedures, safety protocols, and
corporate ethics,” the Department
of Justice explains. “Additional

measures were imposed in an Administrative Agreement with EPA
to resolve potential suspension
and debarment claims.”
Farrell & Patel, one of the
nation’s largest oil spill filers,
has several theories as to why
the BP claims take so long to
get processed.
“BP is doing everything possible to abdicate its own responsibility for its catastrophic environmental disaster,” the law firm’s
website states.
“Although BP negotiated a
settlement in 2012 with plaintiffs,
since then, the company has done
everything possible to fight its own
settlement and delay paying out
valid business claims.”
In order to accomplish that,
the BP used the appeals process,
which, though generally used to
ensure fairness, the company was
able to appeal its own settlement
based on “[A]rguments that affected less than one percent of the
total amounts.” The company also
tried to argue that many business
claims are not valid.
It took a year and a half of small
appeals that affected the entire
settlement for the appeals court
in New Orleans to stop BP from
making any claims.
But BP did not stop there; after being stopped by the appeals
court, the company took their case
to the Supreme Court but their
case was ultimately rejected.
“Taken as a whole, this resolution is a strong and fitting response,” Lynch concluded in her
press statement. “BP is receiving
the punishment it deserves, while
also providing critical compensation for the injuries it caused the
environment and the economy of
the Gulf region.”
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Arts & Style
Sorkin remains faithful to legacy of Steve Jobs in latest release
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

It was a movie that was inevitable since his death in 2011. After a lengthy and frustrating road
to bring it past development hell,
the long awaited film adaptation
of Walter Isaacson’s official biography, Steve Jobs is finally out in
theaters.
Before this movie, the only other
major Hollywood movie about Jobs
was the 2013 movie, Jobs, starring
Ashton Kutcher in the lead role.
While that movie had a stirring
performance from Kutcher, it ultimately came off more as a glorified
made-for-TV production that left
a lot to be desired. This movie, on
the other hand, had a significantly
larger array of A-list stars, as well as
top talent behind the scenes.
Isaacson’s
biography
was
adapted by Emmy- and Oscarwinning writer, Aaron Sorkin, who
previously wrote the screenplay
to another movie about a technocrat, The Social Network. In theory,
Sorkin could have easily taken the
original book and condensed it
into a biopic that is more or less
by the numbers, like what the 2013
film tried to do. But he decided
to tell Jobs’ story in a very unique
way that retains the intensity and
hypnotic style of Isaacson’s book.
Sorkin arranges the movie to focus
on what was going on in Jobs’ life
as he was preparing to make three
important keynote speeches to
launch three significant products.
Specifically, the original Macintosh
launch in 1984, the debut of the
NeXT computer in 1988 and the
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Sorkin put forward a more psychological depiction of the late founder of one of the world’s most inﬂuential brands.
introduction of the iMac in 1998.
In between the launches are quick
recaps at all the significant Apple
related events that happened in the
meantime. This approach allows for
the movie to tell the story of Steve
Jobs while sparing audiences from
hearing the same details that were
already mentioned in other Jobs’
biographies. Sorkin also writes
Jobs’ overall character in a somewhat antagonistic fashion, similar
to how he wrote Facebook’s Mark
Zuckerberg, in The Social Network.
Sitting in the director’s chair
is Slumdog Millionaire’s creator,
Danny Boyle. While it would have
been nice if David Fincher reunited with Sorkin to make this movie
a sort of spiritual successor to The
Social Network, Boyle does an
equally amazing job with Sorkin’s
screenplay. When this movie was

first announced, there was great
speculation about who would play
the eccentric Apple co-founder.
That person turned out to be blockbuster actor Michael Fassbender.
On the surface, the decision to
cast him is a strange one. Though
he was a proven star in movies like
Twelve Years A Slave and X-Men
First Class, he is not necessarily the
first person that one would imagine playing Steve Jobs. Kutcher
managed to nail his mannerisms
and arrogance to a point that made
him become the very subject he
was playing. Fassbender’s performance of Jobs sees him taking a
different angle. Rather than focus
on the obvious handle of “tech wizard,” he takes a bigger emphasis on
his well-documented ruthlessness
and stone-hearted treatment of the
people closest to him, inside and

outside of Apple. In that approach,
Fassbender’s antagonistic portrayal of Jobs is yet another addition to
his impressive resume of villainous
roles.
The secondary role in both Jobs’
and Apple’s overall stories is that of
co-founder Steve Wozniak, or Woz.
Previously, Josh Gad played Woz as
the quiet and more tech savvy alternative to Jobs’ brash and entrepreneurial nature. This time around,
Seth Rogen took on the role. In this
respect, Gad manages to come off
more like the real Wozniak than
Rogen ever could. While his performance is not bad, Rogen’s preexisting star power of starring in Rrated comedies distracted from the
real life figure he was playing.The
new Jobs movie features additional
figures in Jobs’ life that were either
barely touched upon in the 2013

film or flat out ignored altogether.
Jeff Daniels plays John Sculley, Apple’s first CEO who quickly became
a thorn in Jobs’ side. Daniels brings
in his commanding and conflicting demeanor that he displays
in Sorkin’s Newsroom series, the
perfect juxtaposition to Jobs’ idealistic views. The overall conflict between both men is portrayed with
the same vitriol and intensity that
Isaacson wrote in his book. Joanna
Hoffman, a longtime member of
the marketing team for Apple, and
Jobs’ follow up company NeXT, is
played to perfection by Kate Winslet. Her character was completely
ignored in the previous film; she
serves as the second most important character this time around.
Even though she is a marketer,
Sorkin writes her as one of the few
people that is both brave and crazy
enough to stand her ground towards Jobs’ occasional outbursts,
while still making it out unscathed.
Lisa Brennan-Jobs, his estranged daughter, serves as an
emotional lynchpin throughout the
three product launches. Throughout the course of the film, Jobs goes
from refusing to acknowledge her
as his child to fully embracing his
role in her life. By adding her to the
script, Sorkin adds a whole level
of emotional resonance to Jobs’
life story. It may have been a very
lengthy wait, but Aaron Sorkin has
finally delivered on his adaptation
of Isaacson’s fascinating biography
on an equally fascinating technocrat. Add to the mix a unique story
structure and A-list performances,
and it all comes together to form
one of the best movies of the year.

Frida Kahlo brings Mexican culture to New York Botanical Garden
BY BEN BUCHMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Living in a city of metal and
brick, few New Yorkers get the
chance to smell the roses. Though
their lives are powered by coffee
and gasoline, ironically, it is the
flower that so often fuels men and
women.
Renowned Mexican painter Frida Kahlo lived by that truism, surrounding and motivating herself
with beautiful greenery. Right now,
anyone can see the world through
her eyes. Through Nov. 1, the New
York Botanical Gardens will be
showcasing Kahlo’s world, offering
a timeline of the artist’s life, a collection of her paintings and a recreation of her garden. All are sure to
entertain and amaze.
Although attendees of the exhibit may explore in whatever order they choose, it is recommended that they begin their journey in
her recreated garden, “Casa Azul.”
Located in the conservatory of
NYBG, Kahlo’s surreal garden has
been meticulously reconstructed
to transport those who enter it
into the artist’s inspirational space.
Called the “blue house” because of
its vivid blue walls, the garden fed
Kahlo’s imagination, and NYBG
makes it easy to see how.
Every inch of the space gleams
with life and culture through beautiful greenery and native Mexican
plants.
An equally colorful, 15-foot Aztec pyramid centers the room, uniting Hispanic heritage and nature in
a grand symbol. When one walks
through this garden, with its hyperbolic loveliness and grandeur,
and remembers that an artist really owned it in her home, the exhibition powerfully demonstrates
nature’s influence upon Kahlo’s
painting and her life.
From there, garden visitors are

led to the massive library of the
Botanical Gardens, where they are
taken through a timeline of Kahlo’s
life.
The timeline sets the stage for
an appreciation of Frida’s art, and
is surprisingly entertaining as a
result of the artist’s dramatic life.
The viewer learns of her birth at
the cusp of the Mexican revolution,
which explains her artwork’s strong
ties to Mexican nationalism. A few
steps further and the timeline depicts Frida’s close relationship with
her father, Guillermo Kahlo, a photographer of Mexican architectural
landmarks.
Suddenly Kahlo’s penchant for
naturalistic realism makes a little
more sense, and this sense of un-

An equally colorful 15-foot
Aztec pyramid centers
the room, uniting Hispanic
heritage and nature in a
grand symbol.
When one walks through
this garden, with its
hyperbolic loveliness and
grandeur, and remembers
that an artist really
owned it in her home,
the exhibition powerfully
demonstrates nature’s
inﬂuence upon
Frida Kahlo’s painting
and her life.

derstanding comes similarly with
each of the timeline’s photographs.
However, the most striking stop
on the path comes during the year
1925.
That year, the exhibition highlights a tragic accident. At the age
of 18, Kahlo’s bus collided with a
trolley car, leaving her in a full body
cast for months and permanently
infertile.
Confined to hospital beds for
months at a time, Kahlo discovered
painting as a means to occupy her
time. So as virtual guides explain,
with a brush, canvas and mirror at
her disposal, Kahlo began her mastery of the self-portrait, with an end
result that the Botanical Gardens’
orchestrated progression reveals.

Attendees are carried up four
flights of stairs by the treat of 14
original Kahlo paintings handpicked for their complex and detailed paint imagery. Entering
the art room, eyes instinctively
lock upon the crown jewels of the
bunch, “Self Portrait with Thorn
Necklace” and “Hummingbird.”
Perpendicularly facing the entrance, Kahlo stares straight ahead,
not amused by the animals on her
back or the thorns around her neck.
Her unabashed unibrow is unmistakable, and the greenery behind her heightens the untamed,
natural sense of the painting. After walking through her life and
garden, its images of nature and
muted pain sing in ways it never

could have if demonstrated alone.
The same is true for her vibrant
“Still Life” and powerful “Flower of
Life” paintings. The former boasts
a partially covered Mexican Flag
and sensually depicted forbidden
fruits, and the latter posseses a duality combining female reproduction and nature. The works are an
embodiment of Kahlo’s life—a life
the Botanical Gardens empathetically reconstructed.
On Nov. 1, Kahlo’s garden will
be taken apart and her works will
be dispersed across the globe. With
an exhibit as thought-provoking
and well put together as this one,
fans of art owe it to themselves to
check it out and New Yorkers, artlovers or not, should not miss it.

BEN BUCHMAN | THE TICKER

Kahlo’s choice of ﬂowers reﬂects her rebellious physical appearance, as she maintained the features that are unique to her.
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The Black Book sheds a new light on the effects of mental illness
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
According to the playwright,
the final scene was the first one he
wrote. At that point, his aim was
to form clear-cut characters, each
with contrasting beliefs on how and
why an individual can decide to
end their own life. Every character
voices their adamant opinions on
the topic, for viewers to grasp each
point of view out there.
The audience is introduced to a
college student who disguises his
suicide note in a poem and leaves it
in his poetry professor’s classroom,
tucked into every playbill. The apprehensive professor, compelled
to find out more about this mysterious and seemingly helpless student, attempts to uncover clues in
efforts to save him.
With fast-paced dialogue, an
innovative set and the light-up
of real cigarettes, every audience
member’s senses are activated. The
mystery-thriller is profound and
exhilarating, with subtle, yet clever
details that can be patched together
to form a larger picture. For example, there are eight characters who
make up the play and each is represented by a different chess piece.
The attention paid to detail was so
precise that the play was shown in
a 64-seat theater, the same number
of squares on a chessboard.
The Black Book was originally a
student production, produced by
the Syracuse University’s Black Box
Players in Fall 2011. In 2012, The
Araca Project, an initiative that encourages theatre alumni from universities across America to produce
their work in off-Broadway theaters
in New York City gave the show its
next opportunity.
Blechman envisions a future for
his production beyond its current
duration at The American Theatre
of Actors, which will end its current
run on Nov. 22. He hopes to move

The production’s goal is
to assure those who are
struggling they are not
alone, as well as motivate
their families and friends to
aid their loved ones before
it is too late. The play both
recognizes the act of suicide
and also the illnesses that
impel it: dissociative identity
disorder, schizophrenia, the
suppression of traumatic
memories and the
pressure of being that
person society expects.
one to be.

WWW.THEBLACKBOOK.NYC

Black Book’s current residential theater holds exactly 64 seats, just like the number of spaces on a chess board.
the show to a larger off-Broadway
house that has its own patrons, in
order for more people to experience the show.
A performance like this opens
the door for audiences to feel more
comfortable with the subject matter of mental illness. “It’s easy to
use an answer we don’t understand for a problem we don’t understand,” suggested Blechman.
The thought provoking nature of
this production will prompt an improved understanding of the lives
of those who ail from mental health
issues.
The production’s goal is to assure those who are struggling that
they are not alone, as well as motivating their families and friends to

aid their loved ones before it is too
late. The play both recognizes the
act of suicide and also the illnesses
that impel it: dissociative identity
disorder, schizophrenia, the suppression of traumatic memories
and pressure of being the person
society expects one to be.
This cast features an even split
of four men and four women.
Antonieta Pereira (C.C.) previously
worked on The Black Book in 2012
when it debuted in the Araca Project. Sean Borderes (Alex Cooper)
recently traveled to Poland representing the United States in the International Theater Festival “ItSelf.”
Gabe Templin (Arthur Chase) has
been a part of regional theatre’s
production of A Christmas Carol.

David Siciliano (Collin Archer)
recently wrapped up an indie film
called Pride Fighter. Joe Reece (Michael Andrews) is recently credited
for his role in King John as Cardinal
Pandulph. Haley Dean (Nicole) attests that this is her first ever offBroadway Margy Love (Julie Edwards) has an upcoming feature
film, The Weekend Fix and lastly,
Catie Humphreys (Riley Andrews,)
co-founder of Goldfish Memory
Productions.
With such a large cast of characters, there is an opportunity for a
handful of students to get involved
if it should air on college stages.
This is something Blechman took
into consideration when writing
the script. He hopes it will entice

more people to want to put on his
show.Blechman recalls when he
was a college student, “every semester we would get emails from
the chancellor, stating that a student is no longer with us.” With that
said, he is passionate to eventually
take “The Black Book” to college
campuses, where he trusts it would
have the most immediate impact.
“I think everyone is going to
come out thinking something different or relate it to an experience
they have, something that is particular to them,” says Blechman. “I
always think of the last act of the
play as the ride home, so I think the
more people who can have this experience together, it will only generate that conversation more.

Artists push audiences to think beyond the media’s examples of war
BY LYNN CHAWENGWONGSA
COPY EDITOR

War Games is neither an exhibition about the games children play
during wartime, nor is it a showcasing of the props used in the 1983
Matthew Broderick film. To ascribe
such bluntness to War Games
would be an insult to the ambiguous and the psychoanalytical qualities of the exhibition. War Games
is about violence, both in war and
modern life, and the refinement
that often disguises it.
Sprawled across three rooms
in the Marlborough Chelsea gallery, the group exhibition takes its
name and inspiration from Polish
artist Magdalena Abakanowicz’s,
War Games series, 1987-1993. Out
of all the works in her career spanning more than half a century,
War Games has been called one
of Abakanowicz’s stranger collections. The War Games series is in
large part inspired by the artist’s life
in Nazi and Soviet-occupied Poland
during the second World War, and
is a commentary on the effects of
war and violence. In an ironic style,
Abakanowicz fashioned monumental structures resembling artillery from fallen tree trunks that
such artillery most likely destroyed.
Maintaining Abakanowicz’s theme
of violence, the current War Games
exhibition extends the overarching
concept to violence against humans and human possessions.
An entanglement of metal wiring and neon tubing opens the exhibition. “Hors d’oeurves,” as artist
Jo Nigoghossian titled this work, is
an effort in metalworking and industrial machinery. What stands
out from this work of nondescript
grey metal is the bright green and
white neon lights propped on wide
ribbons of metal. As if offering the
neon tubing to viewers, Nigoghossian’s installation holds out these

neon tubes with the extension of
its metal arms in a decisive manner. There is something vaguely
abstract, but suggestive of violence
about Nigoghossian’s mess of
wires, as only Herculean strength
and destruction could bend iron
and steel into an unusable jumble.
Hors d’oeurves evokes an image
of the industrialization of contemporary times and because of this,
may seem removed from some of
other the works in the 13-piece
collection. However, its use of positioning in space makes “Hors
d’oeurves” a true foreshadower of
the unnatural shapes in works like
Alicja Kwade’s, “Used and Tired,”
and Justin Matherly’s, “All excellent
things are difficult as they are rare
(Champion sound).”
Playing with space, Kwade and
Matherly experiment with shapes
irregularities that can only be explained by a twisted desire to destroy what is natural. Kwade’s installation, “Used and Tired,” makes
the ordinary unordinary in an unusual but interesting way. The work
is comprised of a heavy wooden
pallet that is bent and curved upwards on one side. Its wood is
worn, unfinished and blackened
from what one can only assume to
be regular use. “Used and Tired” is
indicative of the kind of effects that
human behavior can have on materials and objects.
Matherly’s works are not quite
as dramatic as Kwade’s installation, but they are still compelling in
that they address the implications
of violence on the human condition. Rather than distort a predetermined shape, Matherly creates
contortions out of shapeless substances to the same effect. In “All
excellent things are difficult as
they are rare (Champion sound)”
and “As long as its truth and purity
remain inviolate and no blasphemous rationality dares approach its

sacred confines (Guilelessly open
and deeply hidden),” cement sculptures rest on unaffected ambulatory walkers. The glass-reinforced
cement is eerily shaped to look like
a disfigurement of contorted limbs,
confined to the width of the walkers that support it.
Yet despite the shared struggle
of violence in all of War Games’
pieces, the works in the exhibition
are divided by the dichotomy between two types of violence: violence in war and violence in modern life.
Installations like Nigoghossian’s
“Hors d’oeurves” and Michael Sailstorfer’s “Freedom Fries am Arbeitsplatz,” in which a machine drills
a miniature Statue of Liberty into a
wall, clearly examine aggressions
derived from technology and the

industrialization of modern life.
Likewise, Anna Betbeze’s, “Sapor”
and “Pillow (TBT),” made of wool
scorched by flames and splashes
of scathing acid, allude to attacks
that intrude on domestic life in
warzones.
Other works however, are not as
easily categorized. Although they
are attractive as individual works,
these pieces do not precisely accompany the rest of the show. As if
pulled in two different directions,
works like Christopher Rivera’s,
“OKUPA #3” and Joanna Malinowska’s, “Mattress Filled with Air from
the Great North American Plains,”
hover between the two sides of the
dichotomy and consequently become muddled in meaning.
Perhaps owing to Chelsea’s reputation as a premier neighborhood

for contemporary art in New York
City, War Games possesses an air of
refinement despite the savagery of
its raw subject matter. The 13 installations in the show are constructed
elegantly; their polished appearances dare to undermine and even
obscure the notion of belligerence
behind these works. Whether this
was a clever decision to demonstrate the kind of sophistication
that can mask violence or a convenient coincidence is up to viewers
to decide.
All in all, War Games is a study
on violence and its implications on
the human condition. While the
nine artists behind the exhibition
assert their own thoughts on the
matter, the exhibition’s message is
a clear reminder of the many forms
and expressions of violence.

WWW.MARLBOROUGH.COM

Nigoghossian’s “Hors d’oeurves” gives viewers a new perception as to what happens to industrial machinery during a time of war.
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New York Comic Con attendees take the Javits Center by storm
BY TEAMARE GASTON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

New York City denizens are accustomed to the oddest scenarios.
From strangers having conversations with themselves on the train
to scantily clad men dancing in
Central Park, not much can stir up
the curiosity of a New Yorker, but
many city-dwellers took double
takes as costumed citizens loitered
around the subway, making their
way to one of the year’s largest
gatherings, New York Comic Con.
This year, the convention was held
from Oct. 6-9 at the Jacob Javits
Center.
Comic Con initially began in
the 1970s as a gathering of sciencefiction fans in California coming
together to discuss, trade, and sell
comic-book related memorabilia.
After initially amounting in only
100 attendees, the “minicon” was
deemed a one-time thing, until
word about the convention spread
and more pop-culture enthusiasts
became interested in the concept.
Since then, Comic Con has been
an annual occurrence, with conferences in San Diego and New York.
With the growth of popular culture,
attendance numbers are now in
the hundred thousands, bringing
together comic-lovers from across
the world.
Last year’s attendance was well
over 130,000, making it the largest
turn out New York Comic Con has
seen since it began in 2006. The
four-day extravaganza is littered
with all kinds of activities ranging
from panels, which feature TV and
movie cast members, to floor shows
exhibiting exciting new products
by gaming companies. Comic
Con has a little bit of everything
for everyone, making it one of the
many family-oriented conventions
around as children can be engaged
by the myriad toys and games on

AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER

A Joker cosplayer dutifully plays his part as he interacts with other event-goers at this year’s New York Comic Con.
display. Meanwhile, adults can find
entertainment in the many booths
selling collector’s items.
One of the biggest aspects of
Comic Con is the opulently clad
convention goers, most of whom
make their own costumes. These
characters are called cosplayers,
which is the terminology used to
describe an individual who dresses as a character or protagonist
from a television show. Cosplay
has become widely recognized by
conventions and has even been

integrated into convention scheduling by adding cosplay contests
and sweepstakes. When asked why
she chooses to cosplay, 19-year-old
Natalia Castellanos stated that cosplaying, especially for a make-up
artist, is a dream. “I guess that one
of the great things about cosplaying is that, for that day, I get to be
someone else. No one can tell me I
have too much makeup on because
for that character, that’s the point!”
she said enthusiastically.
Cosplay allows a lot of freedom

for the cosplayers to do as they wish
with the characters, from changing
the character’s gender (frequently
known as “applying rule 63”) to
mixing two characters into one costume. This year New York Comic
Con held a number of panels and
welcomed guests, like the cast of
MTV’s Teen Wolf and The Guild’s
Felicia Day. The purpose of having
panel guests is to allow con-goers
to get first hand information about
new television shows, movies and
book releases. Attendees can ask

guests questions, take photos with
their favorite celebrities or authors
and get to see sneak previews of
scenes from upcoming projects.
At this year’s Comic Con, the
Teen Wolf cast previewed their season five trailer, and the cast from
ABC’s new show, Shadowhunters:
The Mortal Instruments, did signings for their release posters. Much
of the attention at the convention
was focused on keeping an eye out
for possible panels involving Marvel Entertainment and any news
regarding their 2016 movie line-up.
While Marvel did have a booth, as
they have the past few years, there
was no panel lined up for soon-tobe-released films.
Becoming recognized in a craft
such as art or comic book writing
takes networking skills, which is
why New York Comic Con has Artist Alley. Located in the lower wing
of the Javits Center, Artist Alley is
where online comic book creators
and artists set-up shop to sell copies of their books, posters or signed
paintings. One famous artist, who
made his first American appearance, was Masashi Kishimoto, creator of the widely popular manga
Naruto.
Kishimoto’s appearance became one of this year’s most talked
about events on social media. His
influence was so strong that even
international supporters came out
to see him. “I love his work, so of
course I would come to see him.
He’s one of the few artists who actually has tailgaters,” said Ryan
Laurest-herst, an undergraduate
student from Denmark who came
for the four-day convention. Often times, comic-book artists and
manga artists can be found mingling with fans and taking pictures
with supporters. The purpose of the
Alley is to emphasize the creative
careers of artists and their form of
work.

Paris Fashion Week closes the season while setting a new standard
BY ILYSSA SCHWARTZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A one-way ticket to style is possible on Chanel Airlines, following Karl Lagerfeld’s unimaginable
Chanel fashion show. In fact, the
idea that fashion takes stylists on
an artistic journey was taken quite
literally at Spring 2016 Paris Fashion Week. This fashion week, which
began Sep. 29 and wrapped up Oct.
6 raised the bar from New York’s,
London’s and Milan’s fashion
weeks by incorporating a concept
of air travel.
Like any trip, a journey begins
at the airport. The French Grand
Palais was transformed into a
“Chanel Airport” terminal runway
where models walked, and featured details like a baggage check,
numbered gate and a departure
and arrival board. There were even
handsome flight attendants. Models toted baggage with the iconic
Chanel logo and donned outfits fit
for jet setting.
As a Chanel muse, Kendall Jenner sported two looks down the
terminal. Looking onward in “first
class,” or the front row, were stars
like Chanel-runway veteran Cara
Delevingne, St. Vincent, Lily-Rose
Depp (daughter of Johnny Depp),
Kris Jenner and the illustrious
Anna Wintour.
Onlookers at fashion week were
taken to India by way of Isabel Marant’s Spring/Summer 2016 collection. Marant’s recent trip to the
country inspired her designs that
included metallic juxtaposed with
embroidered tunics and ponchos.
Textiles and patterns on the runway
came from Rajasthan. Her clothing
did not just come as a result of travel. In fact, their comfort and adaptability made them well-suited for
travel.
The voyage continues through
the efforts of Valentino. Valen-
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Models interact with Chanel ﬂight attendants as they show oﬀ Karl Langerfeld’s iconic designs at the Grand Palis in Paris.
tino’s Maria Grazia Chiuri and
Pierpaolo Piccioli crafted a tribute
to tribal Africa. With a theme of
“Out of Africa,” models walked out
in ankle-length dresses that grew
increasingly intricate and colorful
as the show developed. They were
adorned in collar necklaces, hand
painted bags and leather sandals.
Spectators, like Valentino aficionado Nicole Richie, were captivated by the sweeping black dresses
with beading that were paired with
fringed leather jackets.
The beauty of the clothes from
Valentino’s collection is undeniable. However, the presentation of
the theme made matters a bit sour.
Critics and fans were disappointed
by the fact that a collection tribute
to Africa featured mostly Caucasian models. In addition to this,
these models wore their hair in

cornrows, a sight that taps into the
controversy of cultural appropriation. Others on the opposing side
of the argument insist that deliberately casting more models of color
would have created another problem. These analysts feel that casting only models of color, regardless
of whether they were actually of African cultural background, would
have further stirred the pot. Valentino creative director Piccioli has
responded to the situation with the
following statement: “The message
is tolerance and that beauty comes
from cross-cultural expression.”
Time and time again, designers
put elaborate clothing on the runway that does not transition well
for everyday life. Enter Vanessa
Seward: the French designer who
recently opened a store in Paris and
constructs pieces that can jump

from the runway to the streets.
“It’s my homage to the charm of
French women,” mused Seward
after her Spring 2016 fashion show.
The collection, which lets viewers
see the brilliance of France, was
full of smart trench coats and tailored jeans. The clothes fit the fantasy image of French street style.
Seward made a personal touch by
throwing in a t-shirt that read “Vanessa’s way.” The highlight of the collection was a classy metallic trench
gown. Metallic clothing is emerging as a trend, with numerous appearances in Seward’s collection
and Isabel Marant’s show. It appears rather versatile since metallic
can be paired with vibrant colors
or with a neutral palette for a more
polished and simple look.
The locational theme continues in France and then migrates

to London by the craftsmanship of
the team at Alexander McQueen.
The creative team at Alexander
McQueen spotlighted a persecuted
French sect known as the Huguenots and their migration. Many
from this community specialized
in the craft of silk weaving. Sarah
Burton, the fashion house’s creative director, projected the Huguenots’ stronghold in artistry into the
couture featured in the upcoming
season’s fashion show. The collection evoked expressions of timeless
Europe with classic, neutral colors.
The garments were angelic and
soft and left the audience wonderstruck with dainty, long, lean lacey
dresses.
The reservation of tropical Tshirts for tacky tourists is a thing
of the past. A recurring style across
the runways of Rochas, Chalyayan,
Giambattista Valli, Paul & Joe and
Guy Laroche was sophisticated
Hawaiian prints. These Hawaiian
prints were incorporated in a subtle manner onto jackets and coats.
After its popularity at the fashion shows, it is clear that large ruffles are a look to follow. The Parisian adaption of this style included
romantic touches. This trend was
seen on the tops of shirts as well as
on skirts.
The Parisian runways also revealed a return to the 1970s with a
large fascination with suede. The
Balmain runway this season was
akin to a parade of suede.
This look is all one needs to
wear to resemble a member of the
Kardashian clan. While some designers experimented with alternative hues of suede, the most prominent one was the classic camel
suede color.
All in all, the designers have
spoken through their clothes and
performances, and now is your
time to marvel and apply their brilliance.
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Science & Technology
Cellphone use damages relationships and boosts depression
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
STAFF WRITER

A recent study published by
Baylor University, Texas, has confirmed that cellular phone use can
lead to lower levels of relationship
satisfaction and depression.
Researchers from Baylor University’s Hankamer School of
Business conducted two separate
surveys on a total of 453 American
adults in order to improve their understanding of the relational effects
of “phubbing,” defined as the act of
being distracted by one’s cellphone
in the company of one’s relationship partner. The word was formed
as a portmanteau, or blending of
two or more distinct words. In this
case, the words used were “phone”
and “snubbing.”
“What we discovered was that
when someone perceived that their
partner phubbed them, this created conflict and led to lower levels
of reported relationship satisfaction,” explained James A. Roberts,
Ph.D., a professor of marketing and
co-publisher of the study. “These
lower levels of relationship satisfaction, in turn, led to lower levels
of life satisfaction and, ultimately,
higher levels of depression.”
The study consisted of two surveys published in Computers in
Human Behavior. The first survey
of 308 adults was used to develop
a nine-item “Partner Phubbing
Scale” of common smartphone behaviors that respondents identified
as snubbing behaviors.
The scale consisted of four statements: “My partner places his or
her cellphone where they can see

it when we are together”; “My partner keeps his or her cellphone in
their hand when he or she is with
me”; “My partner glances at his/
her cellphone when talking to me”;
and “If there is a lull in our conversation, my partner will check his or
her cellphone.”
These statements were then
used in a second survey consisting
of 145 adults, all of whom were in
romantic relationships. Participants
were asked to respond to the nineitem scale as well as other areas of
measurement, such as cellphone
conflict, relationship satisfaction,
life satisfaction, depression level
and interpersonal attachment style.
From this second survey, researchers were able to garner that
46.3 percent of respondents reported being “phubbed” by their
partners. Additionally, 22.6 percent
reported that this phubbing caused
conflict in their relationship, and
36.6 percent reported feeling depressed at least some of the time
during their relationship.
“[M]omentary distractions by
one’s cellphone during time spent
with a significant other likely lowers the significant other’s satisfaction with their relationship, and
could lead to enhanced feelings of
depression and lower well-being
of that individual,” said Meredith
David, Ph.D., assistant professor of
marketing and co-publisher of the
study. “Thus, when spending time
with one’s significant other, we
encourage individuals to be cognizant of the interruptions caused by
their cellphones, as these may well
be harmful to their relationship.”
The second study also found
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Cellphone use can be tragic to relationships, lowering levels of relationship satisfaction and leading to depression.
that individuals who were less secure in their relationship and those
who exhibited anxious attachment
styles were more likely to report
higher levels of cellphone conflicts
than those with more confidence
in the strength of their relationships. Lower levels of relationship
satisfaction can lead to lower levels
of life satisfaction and increased
levels of depression. However, this
suggests that phubbing is only a
real danger to those that are already
insecure in their relationships.
Attachment anxiety can be defined as the degree to which individuals worry about whether they
will be accepted in relationships,
fear abandonment or an individual’s confidence in the strength of

Environment affects concept of beauty

their relationship.
Seeing how attachment theory
proposes that unique interpersonal
relationships during early childhood shapes an individual’s perceptions and expectations of future
relationships, one must consider if
phubbing is actually a direct contributing factor to the health of a
relationship, or if it is just a catalyst
for individuals plagued with attachment anxiety.
A more certain conclusion is the
correlation between relationship
quality and an individual’s quality
of life, including their level of depression. According to the American Psychological Association,
marital discord leads to greater levels of depression across more than

Nutrition vital to bones

BY AANCHAL SOMANI

BY VICTORIA MERLINO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Researchers from around the
world have discovered a reliable
method to measure relative genetic
versus environmental contributors
to behavioral science and the role
of these factors in social brain development. The results of this study
prove the previous assumption that
face attractiveness judgments are
largely based on unshared environmental factors, or experiences that
are not common between familial
members or friends.
Close to 800 twin participants
were recruited through the Australian Twin Registry. Upon completion of zygosity self-reports by the
participants, only 547 monozygotic
twins and 214 same-sex dizygotic
twins were selected for the study,
with another group of 660 singletons analyzed. The distribution of
genders was more preferable to
females as opposed to males. The
first subject group consisted of a
mean age of 45.2 with 415 females;
the second group consisted of a
mean age of 45.8 with 160 females;
the last group of singletons had a
mean age of 41 with 445 females.
However, during the study, the sex
of the participants was controlled
for to increase reliability.
The participants were given
self-assessment
questionnaires
that aimed to assess their preference for attractiveness holistically
and the individual person’s opinions on who is attractive. The averages regarding attractiveness judgments found high similarities. This
can be correlated to face identity
that is largely a product of genetics.
However, aesthetic preferences
have been known to conceal individual preferential differences.
The researchers state that they
believe that people agree 50 percent of the time on which aesthetic

According to a new scientific
review published in the Osteoporosis International journal, good
nutrition throughout one’s lifetime can have a positive impact on
bone health as one begins to age.
Using data taken from pregnant
women, children, adolescents,
adults and seniors, the review
summarized the goals of good
overall skeletal health. Children
and adolescents should “[A]chieve
genetic potential for peak bone
mass” while adults should try to
“[A]void premature bone loss and
maintain a healthy skeleton.”
Professor Cyrus Cooper, co-author of the review, said, “This new
report shows just how important
nutrition is for our bone health
throughout life. In fact, nutrition
plays a key role in the development of a healthy skeleton even
before birth. Healthy maternal diets as well as adequate vitamin D
levels are associated with greater
bone mass in the off-spring.”
Skeletal health starts in the
womb. Throughout the review, the
importance of calcium, vitamin D
and proteins in maintaining bone
health is heavily stressed for all
age groups, including the expecting mother. Calcium and vitamin
D intake on the part of the mother serves to help the fetus build
a foundation for a healthy bone
mass that will make for less broken
bones throughout childhood
Childhood itself is another
critical time for bone health, as
malnutrition can have devastating effects on the skeleton into
adulthood. As the reviews states,
“Thinness in childhood has been
shown to be a risk factor for hip
fracture in later life,” among other
skeletal maladies.
Meanwhile, the declining in-
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The judgement of face attractiveness is largely shaped by environmental factors.
preferences are attractive. With
these factors controlled, in addition to sex of the participant, their
age and the shared environment,
it was found that preferred individual differences are highlighted
through experiences.
Key to this portion of the analysis was the comparative study of
the monozygotic and the dizygotic
twin pairs. Since monozygotic twin
pairs experience more shared environments than dizygotic twin
pairs, the variation in genes, shared
environments and unshared environments were assessed for each
group. Low levels of correlation
were found within the groups and
there was no significant difference
between the two correlations. This
indicates that genetic or shared
environments do no impact the
individual face preferences significantly, while environmental factors play a sizable role.
Correlations are high between
monozygotic and dizygotic twin
pairs, showing that the shared
experiences do not factor in as
strongly for preferred facial differences. The incorporated singletons
group of 660 further narrowed the

margin of error.
The results from this study are
distinct from previous studies that
have indicated facial characteristic
preferences are derived from personality preferences, the participant’s own facial characteristics,
socioeconomic and cultural factors
of the second party, previous visual
experiences and social constructs
presented by the society. They focused on the responses to features
that are attributed to universal
agreements on attractiveness.
The value of this research is derived from its contribution to the
field of behavioral science. There
has been increased demand to
search for methods to mitigate for
these factors and analyze the reasons behind certain behavioral decisions being made.
Some examples of industries
that could highly benefit from this
research are consumer marketing
firms and small or medium fashion enterprises. The U.S. National
Institute of Mental Health, the
Australian Research Council and
a Brachman Hoffman Fellowship
and Small Grant supported this research study.

100 published studies.
In a study published in the Journal of Marriage and Family, it was
stated that marital satisfaction is directly related to life satisfaction and
that dissatisfaction in one’s marriage precedes depression.
“When you think about the results, they are astounding,” Roberts said. “Something as common as cellphone use can undermine the bedrock of our happiness—our relationships with our
romantic partners.”
The next time one goes out to
a restaurant, one should take a
glance around the room and make
a mental note of how many couples
are taking shelter behind a tiny
metal screen.

take of dairy products among children and adolescents has been a
cause for concern since the 1970s,
leading to a deficiency in calcium
in two generations. Vitamin D intake has proved to be a problem
for most, as people tend to spend
more time indoors and the sun—
where vitamin D stems from—
shines less and less on the skin.
Bone density for humans peaks
around 30 years of age before it
begins to decline. Malnutrition
in adults, especially seniors, can
be quite common as adults may
not receive the nutrients they
need. The lack of dairy consumption, along with a lack of vitamin
D and proteins, can prove disastrous as bone health degenerates
into osteoporosis.
Osteoporosis causes the bones
to become weak and brittle and
simple actions such as laughing or
sneezing can cause them to break.
People of all genders and races
can have osteoporosis, though it is
most common among postmenopausal white and Asian women.
The end goal of skeletal health
is fight against osteoporosis and
bone density loss in general, allowing for a more fracture-free life.
While up to 80 percent of skeletal health is genetic, the other vital
20 percent comes down to lifestyle
choices, exercise and nutrition.
As adolescents move into adulthood, anyone can take pre-emptive steps in maintaining future
skeletal health.
While the review suggests taking vitamin D supplements, fatty
fish like salmon and mackerel are
shown to provide the vitamin,
along with some dairy products.
Calcium is also found in dairy
products as well as green vegetables. Coupled with exercise and
other healthy lifestyle choices,
skeletal health becomes easier to
manage in the future.
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Studio photography a good start for amateur photographers
BY CALVIN RONG
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

A studio shoot can be described
as the culmination of one’s photography skills and knowledge. The
largest reason as to why anyone
would even go through the effort of
setting up a studio shoot is simple:
control. With an array of flashes,
diffusers and reflectors, a studio
does not need to rely on day-to-day
weather conditions in order to take
amazing photos. Every shot can be
consistent, despite the time or condition of the day, and the photographer has enough time to ensure
that each photo will be perfect.
Few things are required in order
to have a photo shoot: a camera
with a capable lens, a backdrop and
setoff lights.
Having a camera is the most
obvious requirement for a photo
shoot. What is not as obvious is
choosing the right lens for the
job. All of this depends on the
user’s preference and the overall
objective of the shoot.
A very reliable choice for headshots and portrait photography,
which are best to do in a studio
setting, is an 85mm lens with a
low f-stop. The tight focal length
can make any person look flattering and the low f-stop creates
a beautiful bokeh effect that all
photographers strive for.
Keep in mind that the camera
needs a way to communicate with
the flashes. This can be done by
buying a few wireless transmitters.
Each brand of transmitter operates
differently but functions the same.
However, make sure that everything is on the same channel or the
setup may not work properly.
A back drop is also quintessential to a photo shoot. For the sake
of simplicity, a white wall can be
used in a pinch. The white background allows the photographer to
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The control that comes with taking photographs in a studio setting allows for professional-looking headshots.
properly white-balance during the
editing process.
A seamless backdrop is a fairly
popular option—it is essentially a
long roll of paper that gets affixed to
two stands with a pole running the
full length of the roll. Once raised
and affixed, it can be pulled down
to reveal a spotless, white background. The roll can then be extended further in order to cover the
ground and ensure that the texture
of the floor will not be a distraction.
There are fancier and more exotic options for backdrops, but it
truly depends on the purpose of the
shoot for one to be able to choose
one over another. For example, a
pure black backdrop can create
heavy contrast in a photograph,

Nobel prizes announced
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ AND MIKHAIL
RELUSHCHIN
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR AND SENIOR STAFF
WRITER

The Norwegian Nobel Committee announced this year’s Nobel Prize recipients earlier this
month, including recipients of the
Nobel Prize in physics, chemistry
and physiology or medicine.
Since 1901, The Norwegian Nobel Committee awards prizes every year in various categories, with
some changes, additions and titles
throughout the award’s history.
Prizes recognize major achievements in scientific, academic or
cultural fields.
Its most vaunted prize is the
Nobel Peace Prize; this year, it was
awarded to the Tunisian National
Dialogue Quartet. Other categories include the Nobel Prize in literature and the Sveriges Riksbank
Prize in economic sciences in
Memory of Alfred Nobel.
The Nobel Prize in physics was
awarded jointly to Takaaki Kajita
and Arthur B. McDonald for their
contributions to the topic of neutrinos. Their work revealed that
neutrino, a poorly understood
subatomic particle, has mass—a
discovery that “[H]as opened the
door towards a more comprehensive understanding of the universe
we live in,” and proved that the
particles can change identities.
For particle physicists, this
was a historical discovery that will
help provide further insight into
the neutrinos. Kajita is a Japanese
citizen, the director of Institute
for Cosmic Ray Research and professor at the University of Tokyo,
while McDonald is a Canadian
citizen who is a professor emeritus
at Queen’s University, Canada.
The Nobel Prize in chemistry
was awarded jointly to Tomas Lindahl, Paul Modrich and Aziz San-

car for mechanistic studies of DNA
repair. Their work “mapped and
explained” how the cell repairs
DNA and safeguards genetic information, following independent research projects into specific ways
that DNA is repaired. This knowledge can be used in the development of new cancer treatments.
Lindahl is a Swedish citizen,
professor of medical and physiological chemistry at University
of Gothenburg and director of
Cancer Research UK. Mondrich
is a U.S. citizen, Investigator at
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
and professor of biochemistry at
Duke University School of Medicine. Lastly, Sancar is a dual U.S.
and Turkish citizen associated
with the University of North Carolina School of Medicine. The Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine
was awarded to William C. Campbell, Satoshi Omura and Youyou Tu
for various discoveries.
Campbell and Omura received
a joint prize for “[T]heir discoveries
concerning a novel therapy against
infections caused by roundworm
parasites,” using natural microorganisms in the development of
novel drugs. The two created Avermectin, which proved effective
against various parasitic diseases.
Tu received a prize for her
“[D]iscoveries concerning a novel
therapy against Malaria,” namely
the creation of Artemisinin, a drug
that significantly reduced mortality rates for patients with malaria.
Campbell is affiliated with
Drew Univerity. Omura, a Japanese
citizen, is a professor emeritus at
Kitasato University, Japan. Lastly,
Tu is a Chinese citizen is a chief
professor at the China Academy of
Traditional Chinese Medicine.
All recipients of a Nobel Prize
will be formally awarded their
prizes on December 10th in Stockholm, Sweden.

while a Muslin cloth backdrop can
give the photo a soft touch to it.
The texture of the backdrop can
affect the overall feel of the photo,
which means that it needs to be
thought out with the theme of the
photo in mind.
Lastly, lighting is extremely important and by far the most difficult factor in a studio set up. There
are a few different types of flashes
to choose from, but they all boil
down to a trade-off between power and mobility. On the far end of
high power and low mobility are
the power pack strobes. These are
flashes that plug into the wall with
a power unit on the floor.
On the opposite side of the
aforementioned spectrum are

speed lights, which are flashes that
can simply be affixed to the hot
shoe of the camera and run on four
AA batteries.
Choosing one over the other
relies on the understanding of
the flash’s recycling time, or the
amount of time it takes the flash
to recharge after a shot. This only
becomes an issue with rapid shots,
which means that, for an aspiring photographer, a simple speed
light can go a long way. The money
saved on not buying a strobe can be
better spent by buying light stands
and diffusers for the speed light.
While a general rule is to always
bounce the flash’s light in rooms
with high ceilings, a diffuser will be
needed. A diffuser softens the effect

of the flash on the photo. It also reduces the over-exposed highlights
and harsh shadows that can come
when a flash is being used directly.
Soft box is a form of diffuser that
directs the flash through a series of
white cloths. Among flash umbrellas, soft boxes are a popular choice
for studio photography.
The most important thing to
know during a studio shoot is how
to set up three-point lighting. As
the name suggests, three sources
of light are needed. Though not
all of them need to be a flash, the
amount of control that would come
with using a flash would be of great
help.
The key light is the main source
of light on the subject. Outdoors,
this can be the sun or a street light
but, in a studio, it will more than
likely be a flash. The fill light is used
to cancel out a part of the key light.
This light is positioned opposite of
the key light and usually at a lower
position. This allows the light to
eliminate harsh shadows on the
subject’s face. This light balances
out the contrasts created by the
key light.
Lastly, the backlight is used to
separate background from the subject. This is done by positioning the
light behind the subject, thus allowing the source of light to create
a rim of light around the subject.
Though this may all seem challenging, a studio set-up can give a
beginner photographer the confidence they need to start challenging themselves. This information
may seem difficult at first, but the
shoot can be as advanced or as
simple as the photographer needs
it to be.
Photography may seem like
a field that favors the wealthy,
but, with good knowledge of
the lighting techniques, amazing photos can be taken even in a
MacGyver-esque set up.
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Sports
Baruch cross-country adds new faces in hopes of team revival
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR

After seeing most of their prospective runners depart from last
year’s roster, the men’s and women’s cross-country teams each set
out on a quest earlier this season
to begin their rebuilding phase. On
the men’s side, senior and Bearcats
captain, Chun Kit Wong returned
as the only male runner from last
season for his fourth year on the
team. Without any of their top-five
finishers, the Bearcats relied on
newcomers to fill the void and handle the heavy load this fall.
Alexander Yan-Nan Wang has
been the star of the team this season and has been phenomenal
since his collegiate debut at the
Baruch Invitational. The freshman
from Poughquag, New York, finished as the top individual Bearcat
runner in fifth place overall with a
time of 30.55. Unfortunately, his efforts were in vain as the team failed
to score with just a four-man roster. In cross-country, the scoring
system is based on the result of the
top five finishers on a team. Their
individual finishing places are later
added up and the team with the
lowest score wins the competition.
In a case where there might be a
tie, the sixth and seventh runners
would then be accounted for in order to determine the tiebreaker.
Wang would later be joined by
five other freshmen at the York Invitational to give the team its first
scoring finish of the season. Despite his team coming in a subpar
eighth place, Wang continued to
attract the attention of CUNYAC
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Wang (left) and Malave (right) have been the top performers for their respective cross-country teams this fall.
spectators with a blistering time of
29.50.4. His performance earned
him his fourth CUNYAC Rookie of
the Week recognition and a name
in the Baruch record books.
Wang joined an elite class of
distance runners in the team’s history, as he became just the ninth
Bearcat to cross the finish line in
under 30 minutes through the vigorous course that is Van Cortlandt
Park.
On the women’s side, Maria
Malave is the lone runner from last
season to return for the Bearcats.

Last year, as a junior who was in her
second season, Malave finished in
first place at the 2014 CUNYAC 6K
finals with a time of 25:03.1. Although her times this fall have not
been as up to speed as they were
then, the reigning CUNYAC champion has already racked up a total
of four top-10 finishes this season,
including a second place finish at
the York Invitational.
Malave’s teammates, Eleanor Watson and Rachel Samuels,
have respectively put up impressive times in their first year on the

roster. In their first competition
together, Samuels edged out Watson in the College of Staten Island
Invitational with a time of 29:38.0
over Watson’s 29:55.2. Watson then
bounced back in the following
week at the LIU-Post Invitational
to outrun her training partner, by a
time of over two minutes.
As the season progressed, Samuels and Watson would exchange
the No. 2 spot on the team backand-forth, pushing each other to
the limits every time the two lined
up together.

At the third annual CCNY Intercollegiate Classic, held on Sunday
Oct. 11, the men’s and women’s
cross-country teams got a chance
to feel the dirt course at Van Cortlandt Park one last time before
their competition at the CUNYAC
finals. The meet hosted over 36 colleges and universities with more
than 550 runners combined. The
Bearcats competed in the Senior
College division, and both teams
finished in 13th place out of the 17
schools in the men’s division and
the 19 in the women’s.
While the men’s team struggled
to show up, Malave and Watson
shined in their second-to-last meet
of the regular season with Malave
finishing with a season-best of
25:17.0 and Watson with a personal
best of 31:10.1. Wang was the top
runner once again for Baruch with
a 30th place finish; however, his
time of 31:26.1 was mediocre compared to his previous ones. Wong,
who missed the CCNY Classic last
year, made up for it this year with
a 88th place finish and a time of
38:05.8.
2015 has been a rough season
for the cross-country program at
Baruch. Neither team was able to
break the top five scoring in any of
their meets this season, and with
the CUNYAC finals coming up on
Sunday, Oct. 25, the Bearcats have
yet to face their toughest challenge
with their young rosters.
Both cross-country teams will
have one last opportunity as they
head to Kings Park, New York, to
compete in their last meet of the
regular season at the St. Joseph’s
Invitational.

A day in the life of Justin Starrantino
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
After taking a shower and eating breakfast, Starrantino takes
the subway into the city, and then
walks to Baruch where he gets
ready for practice. At around 6:30
a.m., Starrantino and the soccer team take a van to the Lower
East Side where they usually practice for approximately two hours.
After being shuttled back to the
school, the next step in Starrantino’s day is to rush to his 9:50
a.m. class.
He has class until noon, after
which, as the co-president of the
Student Athletic Advisory Committee, Starrantino helps raise
funds for breast cancer and other
causes. After two more classes, at
around 7 p.m., Starrantino can be
found in the library studying until 9:30 p.m. Most days, he arrives
home at around midnight.
While many would assume that
playing on a sports team—with
the time and energy it requires—
would negatively impact grades, it
is interesting to note that Starrantino believes it actually improves
his academics, saying, “I feel that
soccer keeps me disciplined and
regimented, which translates to
my academics.” He continued,
“It keeps you focused as you don’t
always have a lot of time to go out
and hang out with friends.”
One way Starrantino stays
ahead of the curve is by utilizing all the time available to him,
getting work done whenever and
wherever he can, “When I have
time, I can get work done on the
train or on the van to practice.”
On top of keeping up with
studies and keeping his mind fit,
Sarrantino, like all other studentathletes must keep himself physically fit. There’s no binging on
junk food for him. “Every morning I have a strawberry-banana
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As the president of the CUNYAC SAAC and co-captain of the men’s soccer team,
Starrantino is the quintessential student-athlete on and oﬀ the ﬁeld.
smoothie, later in the day I have
a peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwich and for dinner, pasta or fish
is what I lean towards.”
Though Starrantino does have
a favorite food spot—Chaamlex—to go and eat, like any other
Baruch student. While most of his
time is focused on school, soccer and internships, Starrantino
also finds time for other hobbies,
“I always have a book on hand
and I also really enjoy golf as well
as surfing.”
All the hard work and discipline has paid-off in some seriously exciting moments for the
soccer player. Starrantino cites
winning the CUNYAC Championship and scoring two goals in a 3-1
quarterfinals victory over CCNY as
two of his favorite moments of his

undergraduate career. He also enjoys the camaraderie among players on the soccer team and some
of the smaller things he has done
as a senior-member of the team.
“Helping the younger members
of the team with their cover letters
and resumes was something that I
enjoyed doing.”
Starrantino attributes a lot of
his success to his parents. “They
have been with me every step of
the way, and they have taught me
so much.” He also shared some
advice for incoming Baruch student-athletes, “Figure out why
you are at Baruch, at some point,
your career is going to be done but
don’t let this discourage you from
playing. At the same time just
remember that you are here for
your academics.”
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NBA teams get back in action to celebrate league’s 70th season

OMER SEMAN

The NBA season tips off Oct.
27, but do not tell that to Kevin
Durant. Sidelined in March after
battling through a Jones fracture
and repeated surgeries on his right
foot, the former scoring champion
has returned to the court in midseason form. Durant has been driving to the rim and draining threepointers in preseason games like
he did in his 2013-14 MVP campaign. Although Russell Westbrook
went on an otherworldly stretch of
dominance for the Oklahoma City
Thunder, Durant’s injury made him
a spectator as his teammates failed
to reach the playoffs in a crowded
Western Conference last season.
General Manager Sam Presti
fortified the roster last season with
an eye on Durant’s impending free
agency in 2016. Signing big man
Enes Kanter to a long-term contract
gives OKC an offensive force in
the painted area. He has averaged
18.7 points and 10.9 rebounds per
game in Oklahoma thus far, flashing great chemistry with Westbrook
as a pick-and-roll combination,
though his defense leaves much to
be desired. A right ankle sprain sustained in the preseason may keep
Kanter out of commission for some
time, thrusting Steven Adams and
Mitch McGary into larger roles.
Serge Ibaka has proven to be
one of the best third-options in the
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After playing just 27 games last season due to injuries, Durant looks to make a major comeback in his ninth year in the league.
league and D.J. Augustin and Kyle
Singler are capable of treading water while their superstar counterparts Westbrook and Durant rest
on the bench.
The team’s most drastic change
came at the coaching position.
Scott Brooks had coached the
Thunder for seven seasons, won
Coach of the Year in 2010 and was
three wins away from an NBA title
in 2012. One week after missing a
playoff berth, Presti fired Brooks
in a press release. Brooks’ replacement, Billy Donovan, won consecutive NCAA Division I championships at the University of Florida
in 2005-2006 and 2006-2007. His
résume also includes leading USA
Basketball’s Under-18 and Under-19 teams to numerous tournament trophies, but he lacks experience at the professional level.
If only to ensure Durant does not
get lured by Washington, D.C, his
hometown. or any team that is not
OKC, Donovan must follow the
footsteps of last year’s rookie head
coaches Steve Kerr and David Blatt
and guide OKC to the finals.
Most of Blatt’s Cleveland Cava-

liers are recuperating from their
strenuous postseason run. Kyrie
Irving went down with a fractured
kneecap in Game 1 of the final
round and entered his fifth season
likely in street clothes. The precocious yet oft-injured 23-year-old
will be joined by defensive stalwart Iman Shumpert. According to
Bleacher Report, Irving tore a muscle in his right wrist while dunking
in a pickup game and will be out
for three months. Kevin Love suffered a dislocated left shoulder
after Kelly Olynyk of the Boston
Celtics yanked his arm during their
first-round matchup. Love and the
team continue to remain optimistic about his timetable to return
completely healthy for the regular season tip-off, but a depleted
frontcourt necessitates a speedy
recovery. Add Tristan Thompson’s
contract holdout and the burden of
carrying this franchise sits squarely
on LeBron James’ shoulders once
again.
The strangest saga during the
off-season was the courting of DeAndre Jordan by the Dallas Mavericks and Los Angeles Clippers. As

an unrestricted free agent, Jordan
was able to consider offers from all
suitors and sign with whomever he
preferred.
The Mavericks desperately
needed a replacement for Tyson
Chandler, an athletic center who
can block shots, snatch rebounds
and finish at the rim, all traits
that Jordan possesses. Likewise,
the Clippers relied on DJ as their
defensive backbone, giving his
teammates a larger margin for error and causing havoc around the
hoop. Tension between All-NBA
point guard Chris Paul and Jordan
plus the persistence of Mavericks’
forward Chandler Parsons was to
blame when it was announced
on July 3 that Jordan had verbally
agreed to play for Dallas.
July 8, 2015 was the date of the
first NBA Emoji-War and Twitter
was the battleground. At stake was
a 7-foot-tall, 265 pound, 27-yearold baller. Reports of Jordan’s second-guessing spurred both sides
into action. Parsons fired the first
salvo, an airplane emoji, seemingly
to signal he was en route to Jordan’s house in Houston. Not to be

outdone, Clippers shooting guard
J.J. Redick launched a car emoji 10
minutes later, presumably as he departed from his Austin residency.
Then the floodgates opened.
Blake Griffin, frequently cited as
Jordan’s closest compadre in L.A.,
unleashed a triple barrage of plane,
helicopter and car emojis, cutting
his Hawaii trip to get his friend
back. Paul, last seen vacationing
with LeBron and Dwyane Wade
on a banana boat in the Bahamas,
sent a convoy of banana and swimming emojis. The coup de grâce
was delivered by the newest addition and oldest member of the L.A.
Clippers Paul Pierce, whose tweet
of a rocket left the social media site
smoldering. NBA insider Adrian
Wojnarowski deciphered the intel and spelled out the message:
the Clippers organization, owner
Steve Ballmer and coach Doc Rivers included, were in hot pursuit of
Jordan.
Once assembled, they barricaded Jordan in his own home,
waiting for the official start of free
agency at the stroke of midnight
to sign their guy. Mavericks owner
Mark Cuban was left holding the
bag, forced to allocate the salarycap space reserved for Jordan to
mid-level talents Deron Williams,
Zaza Pachulia, JaVale McGee and
Samuel Dalembert. In effect, this
all but shuts the legendary Dirk
Nowitzki’s championship window.
Meanwhile, the Clippers remained
contenders in the West thanks to
Jordan’s indecisiveness.
The first NBA Emoji War, like
other wars before it, was sparked by
misinformation, but the emotions
were genuine. Rivers and Cuban
remain belligerents, slinging snide
remarks through talk radio and
TMZ. The two teams square off on
Oct. 29, just one of the many reasons to celebrate the start of basketball season.

Tensions rise as money-hungry side of FIFA’s corruption revealed
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Federation Internationale
de Football Association, better
known as FIFA, has long faced allegations of widespread corruption
that have significantly tarnished
the organization’s public image.
However, the most recent accusations which have surfaced during the tenure of recently-banned
President Sepp Blatter threaten
far greater repercussions, as many
of the organization’s top sponsors
forewarn the withdrawal of their allegiance.
The culture of misconduct under Blatter’s rule can be traced back
to his very own election as president of FIFA. While serving as the
top deputy to then President João
Havelange, it was rumored that a
network of widespread bribery was
established to help Blatter edge
fierce competition during the 1998
election. For years, many accounts
of exploitation garnered little-tono penalty, as FIFA lacked concrete
ethical guidelines.
Even as FIFA officially adopted
a code of ethics in 2004, it did little
to discourage and punish perpetrators from extorting large sums
of money from the organization.
In fact, when Jack Warner, former
president of Trinidad and Tobago’s
soccer federation, was accused of
illegally selling tickets to the 2006
World Cup in Germany for $1.17
million in personal profit, FIFA
worked swiftly to exonerate him.
Furthermore, as Blatter continued uninterrupted for a third presidential term, fraudulency reached
profound levels as countries competed to host the upcoming 2018
and 2022 World Cups. Critics immediately remarked that deciding
both host-countries at once was yet
another instance of malfeasance
promoted by Blatter: large-scale

bribes were established between
the winning countries of Russia and Qatar to ensure that they
would vote for one another.
The saga of misrepresentation
during Blatter’s tenure reached a
climax on May 27 of this year, as
the FBI alongside other agencies,
including Brooklyn federal prosecutors, conducted a sweep of
many top-ranking FIFA officials for
crimes committed as far back as a
decade ago. In Zurich, Switzerland,
home of FIFA’s headquarters, accused officials hid their faces with
a bed sheet as they exited the Baur
au Lac hotel. Meanwhile, official
documentation and electronic data
were retrieved from FIFA headquarters and other facilities.
Ultimately, the unraveling
crimes of officials under Blatter
have forced him to announce his
own resignation as soon as a new
president is elected. However, the
next scheduled meeting for participants to vote is in May of the following year. In the meantime, many of
FIFA’s top sponsors have grown impatient and have demanded Blatter’s immediate withdrawal.
FIFA collects approximately
$1.6 billion dollars annually from
its sponsors. Companies including
McDonald’s, Visa, Coca-Cola and
Adidas allocate millions in contracts with FIFA in exchange for
marketing rights that allow them
to sell or advertise their brand
throughout most of the organization’s scheduled soccer matches.
Upon news of the latest government crackdown regarding corruption in FIFA, many of its sponsors,
especially Visa, which is under
contract for an 85-million-pound
annual sponsorship, have placed
an ultimatum in which they will rescind their agreements barring tremendous reform throughout FIFA.
The defensive move is spurred by
the company’s eagerness to de-
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FIFA president Sepp Blatter (right) was suspended for 90 days after an investigation by the ethics committee discovered criminal
activity in his records. To make matters worse, football icons, Neymar (top) and Messi, were also charged with tax evasion fraud.
fend its own image and integrity,
as FIFA’s sponsors stand to lose approximately $1 billion in their own
brand value according to Brand
Finance, an intangible asset valuation consultancy. Hyundai, the carmanufacturing giant, reinforced
these sentiments in a statement
that said the company was concerned about the legal proceeding
taking place against FIFA executives. The company stated that it
will keep a close watch on the situation as it proceeds.
Not surprisingly, the only sponsor that maintained its support of
FIFA is Gazprom, the world’s largest extractor of natural gas and a

company based in Russia, host
country of the 2018 World Cup.
However, even Russia may stand
to lose billions of dollars since the
next FIFA president can hold a new
election to determine which host
countries have been fairly selected.
Beyond the corruption of Blatter’s presidential campaign, accusations of extortion recently surfaced elsewhere in the realm of international soccer. Three of Barcelona Football Club’s superstar players, Neymar da Silva Santos Júnior,
Lionel Messi and Javier Mascherano have all been brought up on
tax evasion charges. On Sep. 25,
a Brazilian court froze nearly $50

million of Neymar’s assets and later
seized his car as officials continued
their investigation. Meanwhile,
Messi, an international football
icon, is facing allegations that his
father suppressed portions of the
player’s actual income by smuggling it along with foreign sponsorship deals. Messi initially claimed
his own ignorance led to the discrepancy in stated incomes, and
while the court initially dropped
the charges, recent findings encouraged it to pursue the case once
again. Similarly, Mascherano allegedly withheld 1.5 million euros
in earnings by adding them to his
sponsorship earnings from Nike.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: FAIRY TALES

OCTOBER 2015
MON

19
TUES

20
WED

21
THURS

22
FRI

23
SAT

24
SUN

25

ACROSS
1. Black ____ snake
6. NY Giants HOF outﬁelder
Mel
9. For capturing attention
13. Relating to axis
14. National Institute of
Health
15. Aussie bear
16. Rekindled
17. Compass reading
18. Sign of bad news
19. *Hans Anderson’s
Emperor lacked these
21. *Reﬂecting truth-teller
23. 1/60th of min
24. What aides do
25. *”Beauty and ____
Beast”
28. “The Sun ____ Rises”
30. Chinese tea
35. Lemongrass, e.g.
37. Wrong
39. Golfer’s accessory
40. Arm part
41. Shipping weights
43. Beige
44. Sprays
46. River in Egypt
47. Innocent

JOEL SEGALL GREAT WORKS READING SERIES
10:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m. | BPAC | Free
JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY| New Media Artspace| Free
THE ABC OF INTERVIEWS & PERSONAL PITCHES WITH BLACKROCK
12:40 p.m.-2:20 p.m. | VC 10-170 | Free
CONVERSATION WITH HARMAN’S EDUARDO HALFON
5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | Library Building 750 | Free
LGBT HISTORY MONTH: ART SHOW
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 2-125| Free
GIRLS WHO CODE
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | VC 3-240|| Free
MELODY OF MUSICALS
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
EQ IN CONCERT
8:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | BPAC | Free
CURRENT EVENT PRESENTATION NIGHT
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 3-210| Free

48. Lowest part
50. Use a cat o’ nine tails
52. Brit. ﬂiers
53. Not straight
55. Dot-com’s address
57. *1001 what?
60. *Genie’s master
64. Pope’s court
65. Philosophical system
67. Famous bandmaster
68. Make ﬁt
69. Wow!
70. What a bridge does
71. Aﬄeck and Stiller
72. Indian bread
73. WWII conference site

15. Kasparov’s famous
opponent
20. “Bravo! Bravo!”, e.g.
22. International Labor
Organization
24. Tell a scary story?
25. *Tom’s size equivalent
26. Sunny preﬁx
27. Famous German artist
Max
29. *Ugly Duckling, at end
31. Bank holding
32. Grouchy Muppet
33. Waterwheel
34. *”Three Goats ____”
36. Quilt stuﬃng
38. Raise the roof
42. 1988 Olympics site
45. “____ ____” by Pink
49. Yoga class accessory
51. The infamous ____
knoll
54. “Peace” with ﬁngers
56. Parkinson’s disease drug
57. Artist’s model?
58. Formerly Persia
59. Deprive of by deceit
60. So be it
61. Like Jekyll and Hyde’s
personality
62. Antonym of “is”
63. Rover launcher
64. Uber alternative
66. *Little Mermaid’s domain

DOWN
1. Painter ____ Chagall
2. Michelle Kwan’s jump
3. Venus de ____
4. Entices
5. Tennis great Gibson
6. Singles
7. *Steadfast Soldier’s
substance
8. Unifying idea
9. For, in French
10. Kind of palm
11. Hurtful remark
12. Toni Morrison’s “____
Baby”

REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

MALINI SRINIVASAN AND DANCERS
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | BPAC | $20 with Advance Purchase
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JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY| New Media Artspace| Free
TEATRO CIRCULO PRESENTS LA CAÍDA DE RAFAEL TRUJILLO
2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. | The Rose Nagelberg Theater | $25 with Student ID
PORTRAITS: A GLOBAL VIEW, PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS
ALL DAY | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
MALINI SRINIVASAN, ARANGETRAM: A SOLO DANCER’S DEBUT
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. | BPAC | Free with Registration
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

FUN FACT

PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
Enhance networking with a business card! Business cards are professional and employers are

INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS
Did you know that MTA has an internship program that oﬀers

impressed if a student has one. Business cards also help to establish personal brands by having

both paid and unpaid opportunities for all majors/students at or

a card that lists contact/education information and a LinkedIn URL. Vistaprint oﬀers promotions

above the junior level? College credits are also oﬀered to students

for students, so take advantage!

who are interested in acquiring them. Come to SCDC during walk-

--Lisa Puran

in hours to learn more!

PEER FOR CAREER

SAVE THE DATE

INTERNSHIP UPDATE

EVENTS

OSP GROUP

Building Your Brand: The Personal Pitch
Monday, Oct.19, 2:30 pm.–4:00 p.m., VC 2-190

OSP Group Seeking a Creative Service Intern for the Spring semester

Learn and practice how to give a short verbal advertisement for
yourself to help with networking and job interviewing.

LinkedIn 101: Proﬁle Development
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2:30 p.m.–4:00 p.m., VC 2-190

There are more than 70K Baruch alumni on LinkedIn. Learn how
to develop your proﬁle and make it stand out.

Go Government Webinar Workshop Series
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m., VC 2-190

Interested in working for the Federal Government? Learn key tips
on how to build a brand that will get noticed. .

Writing Winning Resumes
Thursday, Oct. 22, 12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m., VC 2-190

Learn how to develop and design a professional, marketable
resume that will be well-received

OSP Group is looking for
an intern to assist the creative
service team in online design.
The intern will be able to bring
their graphic design creative
expertise and improve it by
practicing on a team and working with creative staﬀ. They will
gain new and relevant experience in the web design ﬁeld
and will get to know the working process of a brand within
a company. They will learn the
entire process from conception
to completion of creative campaigns and website updates.
In addition, they will become

a team member and interact
with e-commerce, marketing,
merchandising and copy.
Duties and responsibilities
include assisting in the concept, creation, development,
and design of web pages and
other web creative campaigns,
executing web creatives for
ﬂash sales, weekend events,
mobile refreshes and aﬃliate
marketing projects with creative direction from the Art/
Creative Director, checking
inventory on all merchandise
features and gather assets necessary for completion of web

creative campaigns, and helping to grow a positive presence
on social media platforms (with
a focus on branding) by staying
abreast of online trends.
Qualiﬁcations
include
knowledge of Adobe Creative
Suite (Photoshop proﬁciency a
must), strong graphic design,
verbal, and written communication skills, and interaction
design/web-based user-centered experience design. This is
a paid internship; all class levels
are welcome.
For more information, visit
STARR Search with ID 83299.

