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About the Film Series
From there start, documentary films have attempted to
capture various aspects of real life, primarily for the purpose
of maintaining a historical record of noteworthy people,
places, and events. Today, documentaries explore multiple
aspects of everyday life. They often expose uncomfortable
truths in an effort to move society forward and improve
human condition. One of the sub-genres of documentary
filmmaking is the mockumentary. A mockumentary takes the
form of a documentary but the people and events depicted
are fictional and treated satirically. Through the lens of
parody, filmmakers can examine and comment on current
events and issues within our everyday society.
The Mock Doc film series explores the history of the
mockumentary film and how it’s developed throughout film
history. The goal of the mockumentary is not to enhance
credibility but to explicitly question the believability of what
the audience is witnessing. While many early documentary
films used fakery to add to the realism the directors were
trying to portray, mockumentaries are designed to amuse or
look as realistic as possible - both to trick the audience and to
challenge them to question what they accept as truth. The
series will demonstrate that several films that are labeled as
traditional documentaries are actually mockumentaries and
how even fiction films can come across to audiences as real
life.

Nanook of the North (1922)
Directed by Robert Flaherty

Wednesday January 1, 2020 @ 6PM
Considered by many as the first feature-length
documentary, director Robert Flaherty captures
the life of an Inuit man named Nanook, and the
struggles his family face surviving the difficult
conditions of the Canadian Artic. Although
Nanook of the North has been recognized as an
important milestone in film history, it has also
received much criticism. Throughout the years,
it would be discovered later that Flaherty had
actually staged many events depicted in the film,
such as the famous igloo building scene. This
was not an accurate reflection of the Inuit
people.

Land Without Bread
Directed by Luis Buñuel

Wednesday January 1, 2020 @ 8PM

Based on the many ethnographic
documentaries released at the time, Land
Without Bread tells the story of Las Hurdes, a
region of Spain that is plagued with immense
poverty. Louis Buñuel used a surrealistic
approach to this film to create a parodied
exaggerated portrait of this town and its
people. Many scenes were staged by Buñuel
and the film was met with heavy criticism at
the time for the director’s surrealist and
uninterested approach to the subject matter.

A Hard Day’s Night (1964)
Directed by Richard Lester

Thursday January 2, 2020 @ 6PM

A Hard Day’s Night was one of the earliest
Beatles films released at the height of
Beatlemania. This black and white comedy,
which was loosely scripted, depicts a fictional
day in the life of the band, as they prepare to
perform a live performance on a London
television show. Although the members of the
band are essentially acting as fictional versions
of themselves, A Hard Day’s Night would
influence other music documentaries that
followed.

The Clowns (1970)
Directed by Federico Fellini

Thursday January 2, 2020 @ 8PM

Often hailed as one of the most influential
directors of all time, Federico Fellini explores
this idea of mockumentary with his 1970 film
The Clowns. Fellini was inspired to make this
film, based on his childhood obsession with
clowns and the circus. Throughout The Clowns
the lines are often blurred as to what is fact and
fiction. The first half of the film is depicted as a
typical narrative film, however, halfway through
there is a shift in the story, where Fellini and his
crew appear to be making a documentary about
this subject. Fellini fuses his dreamlike
storytelling with the mockumentary genre to
explore the theme of child wonder.

The Atomic Café (1984)
Directed by Kevin Rafferty, Jayne
Loader, Pierce Rafferty

Friday January 3, 2020 @ 6PM
Made entirely of archival material, such as
newsreels, advertisements, and government
funded propaganda films, The Atomic Café is a
dark humor film about the threat of nuclear
war in the United States from the 1950s1960s. During this time of nuclear threat, the
government produced many films to reassure
Americans that nuclear war would not affect
the country. The Atomic Café is a critique of
this idea and uses humor to make fun of this
naiveté.

This is Spinal Tap (1984)
Directed by Rob Reiner

Friday January 3, 2020 @ 6:30PM

Arguably the most famous mockumentary ever
made, This is Spinal Tap, tells the story of the
fictional British heavy metal band Spinal Tap.
Throughout the course of the film, Spinal Tap is
seen being filmed by “documentary filmmaker”
Marti Di Bergi (played by the real director Rob
Reiner) during their American tour. The film
satirizes the behavior depicted by rock musicians
and other rock documentaries, such as The Rolling
Stones in Gimme Shelter (1970).

Fear of a Black Hat (1993)
Directed by Rusty Cundieff

Saturday January 4, 2020 @ 6PM

Inspired by its predecessor This Is Spinal Tap, Rusty
Cundieff directs and stars in his own music
mockumentary, this time focusing on hip-hop music.
Fear of a Black Hat follows fictional sociologist Nina
Blackburn (Kasi Lemmons) as she spends a year
studying numerous rap artists and their impact on
American culture. The film comically parodies different
rappers and other prominent figures working within the
rap community at the time. Ironically, Cundieff casts
real-life hip-hop artist to play fictional versions of
themselves. Throughout the film, the audience gets a
satirized looked at the male-driven hip-hop community
and the stereotypes associated with the genre.

Forgotten Silver (1995)
Directed by Peter Jackson

Saturday January 4, 2020 @ 8PM

Years before his famous Lord of the Rings trilogy,
director Peter Jackson released Forgotten Silver, a TV
movie mockumentary. The film tells the fictional
story of forgotten New Zealand film director, Colin
McKenzie. Throughout the film, Jackson discovers
“lost” films from the late director. The
mockumentary contains deadpan interviews from
real life actors and film historians/archivist discussing
Colin McKenzie’s many contributions to early
filmmaking. The film seems so convincing, you might
forget that McKenzie is an entirely made up character
created by Jackson.

The Watermelon Woman (1996)
Directed by Cheryl Dunye

Sunday January 5, 2020 @ 6PM

Written, edited, and directed by Cheryl Dunne,
The Watermelon Woman comes across as a
typical documentary feature. However, the film
is completely fiction, starring Dunye in the lead
role. In the film Cheryl works at a video store,
while she is trying to make a documentary about
an unknown African American actress from the
1930s, exposing how they were treated in
Hollywood during that time.

The Blair Witch Project (1999)
Directed by Eduardo Sánchez,
Daniel Myrick

Sunday January 5, 2020 @ 8PM

Although The Blair Witch Project is often viewed as
a supernatural thriller, it easily fits into the
mockumentary film genre. The film tells the
fictional story of three students who hike to Black
Hills near Burkittsville, Maryland in 1994 to shoot a
documentary about a local legend, referred to as
the Blair Witch. However, the three students
mysteriously disappear and the audience is
witnessing the “recovered footage” that was shot
by the students. Directors Eduardo Sánchez and
Daniel Myrick marketed this film primarily on the
internet, creating a website for to promote it. The
website contained newsreels and interviews
surrounding the missing students. This led to
public debate about whether this events actually

Dark Side of the Moon (2002)
Directed by William Karel

Monday January 6, 2020 @ 6PM

The concept for Dark Side of the Moon came about after
director William Karel made his film Hollywood, which
was based on the theme of lying. Karel decided his next
film would be focused on the idea of fact verses fiction.
Dark Side of the Moon comes across to the audience as
a factual documentary, making the claim that the moon
landing never existed and was actually staged by film
director Stanley Kubrick. Karel seems to develop
credibility within his film, based largely on “witnesses”
and NASA scientists that appear real to the audience.
With Dark Side of the Moon, Karel wanted to make the
point that you can never fully trust what you see on
screen as the truth.

A Day without a Mexican (2004)
Directed by Sergio Arau

Monday January 6, 2020 2 8PM

This mockumentary takes a satirical look at our
society with its plot. The film is about a
mysterious pink fog in California that causes all
of the Mexican people to disappear. This
directly causes a great decline in the state’s
economy, making a point about the importance
of Mexican Americans to California and the
United States.

Incident At Loch Ness (2004)
Directed by Zak Penn

Tuesday January 7, 2020 @ 6PM

Incident at Loch Ness at first comes across as a
straightforward documentary to moviegoers. The film
is about the making of a new Werner Herzog film
called Enigma of Loch Ness, in which the director
explores the myth of the Lochness monster.
Although this myth has often been debunked that
didn’t stop audiences from believing this story might
actually be true. This is because every person seen on
screen is a real person.

Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for
Make Benefit Glorious Nation of
Kazakhstan (2006)
Directed by Larry Charles

Tuesday January 7, 2020 @ 8PM

Produced, written, and starring Sacha Baron Cohen,
the film tells the story of Borat Sagdiyev, a fictional
journalist from the country of Kazakhstan, as he
travels around the United States interviewing people.
Throughout the film, Cohen (disguised as Borat) is
seen interviewing many people, who believed he is
actually a journalist from a foreign country, knowing
nothing about typical American customs.

For Your Consideration (2006)
Directed by Christopher Guest

Wednesday January 8, 2020 @ 6PM

Known as an auteur of the mockumentary genre,
director Christopher Guest tackles Hollywood with
his 2006 film For Your Consideration. The film tells
the story of three actors (played by Catherine
O'Hara, Parker Posey, and Harry Shearer), who
learn that their performances in a fictional film
they haven’t even completed yet are generating
award season buzz. With this film, Guest is giving
his commentary on the importance placed on
awards, such as an Oscar.

District 9 (2009)
Directed by Neill
Blomkamp

Wednesday January 8, 2020 @ 8PM

Director Neill Blomkamp science-fiction film District 9
has elements that easily fits it into the mockumentary
genre. Based in an alternate universe, when an alien
spaceship appears over Johannesburg, South Africa.
When a population of sick aliens are found aboard a
ship, the South African government confines them to an
internment camp, referred to as District 9. Blomkamp
uses found footage style of filming with fictional
interviews, news footage, and video from surveillance
cameras. All these elements make the film appear like
a real documentary. Although the film is fictional,
Blomkamp uses it to explore issues of humanity,
xenophobia and social segregation.

I’m Still Here (2010)
Directed by Casey Affleck

Thursday January 9, 2020 @ 6PM

Following the announcement of his “retirement” from
acting, this film shows Joaquin Phoenix’s transition
from actor to hip-hop artist. Over the course of a year,
we seen Phoenix attempt to pursue his new dream, as
it leads to his first on stage performance. Throughout
the making of this film, Phoenix remained in character
while in public, convincing many that he was sincerely
pursing this new music career. The film explores the
relationship between celebrity, media, and the public. It
wasn’t until the films premiere at the Venice
International Film Festival that it was revealed this was
a hoax.

Exit Through the Gift Shop (2010)
Directed by Banksy

Thursday January 9, 2020 @ 8PM

Directed by the mysterious street artist Banksy, Exit
Through the Gift shop tells the story of an eccentric
French shop-keeper and amateur film-maker
attempted to locate and befriend Banksy. There has
been much debate if the film is completely staged.
The people shown in the film are real, however, it
seems as if it is a joke that Banksy is in on and he is
trying to trick the audience. This is commonly seen
with his artwork.

What We Do In The Shadows (2014)
Directed by Taika Waititi,
Jemaine Clement

Friday January 10, 2020 @ 6PM

Filmed by a fictional documentary crew, What We Do
in The Shadows, shows the lives of three vampire’s
roommates, Viago, Deacon and Vladislav, living
together in Wellington, New Zealand. Throughout
the film, we see the vampires trying to navigate life in
this new modern world. The creators of this
mockumentary wanted to satirize the recent vampire
craze that had been popular again among film
cultures.

Popstar Never Stop Never Stopping
(2016)
Directed by Jorma Taccone,
Akiva Schaffer

Friday January 10, 2020 @ 8PM

Created by the comedy Trio, The Lonely Island,
Popstar Never Stop Never Stopping is a
mockumentary parodying the musical documentary
film. The film stars Andy Sandberg as the fictional
rap artist Connor Friel. After Connor decides to leave
his successful group “The Style Boyz” behind, he
embarks on a solo career. However, Connor’s solo
career fails, and he spends the rest of the film trying
to maintain his celebrity. This mockumentary delves
into the relationship between celebrities and fame.

