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Arresting Survival
Director/Videographer/Editor: Mariya Moseley
The short feature documentary ‘Arresting Survival’ examines the lives of
previously incarcerated domestic violence survivors while exposing how the
criminal justice system disproportionately affects women of color and women in
low-income communities. While women are the fastest growing population within
the prison system, the film aims to display the impact of the injustices of these
women.
In 2010, Marissa Alexander, fired warning shots against her allegedly abusive
husband. He fled and no one was harmed. She told police that she was being
brutally beaten by her husband, who had violated a restraining order. Alexander
was arrested and sentenced to 20 years in prison. The case received national
attention and outrage, as communities across the country protested her
conviction and advocacy groups continued to fight for her release. The Alexander
case, which appeared to be unfair and unjust, is not uncommon, as millions of
women who are victims of domestic violence are criminalized by the justice
system, rather than protected by it.
This film examines this phenomenon through the lens of a formerly incarcerated
survivor turned activist, and others who are fighting to change the laws to protect
women. Through the lens of the disproportionate incarceration rate of women of
color who have who have survived domestic violence, this piece aims to trace the
connections between policing, mass incarceration, racism and sexism, through
the stories of previously incarcerated domestic violence survivors as well as
activists and scholars. In so doing, it further aims to deepen our understanding of
the complexity of the prison industrial system. More specifically, this
documentary focuses on the survivors across New York City along with
organizations, advocates and researchers who have studied this issue. To
broaden the discussion, I’ve included a montage of clips with women who have
endured the same thing while nationalizing the issue.
The film follows a three-act story structure, in which the story will begin with a
montage of the issue before opening with testimony from formerly incarcerated
victims, experts, advocates and a previous correctional officer. The film was shot
digitally on a Canon EOS C100 with variety of focal lengths during each interview
to provide the aesthetics of a 2-camera shoot with a range of shots. The graphics
and animation will be dispersed throughout the film to visually illustrate the
intricacy of the women in prison population and how that disproportionately
affects women of color.
The piece opens with an intimate story as Lady-Kathryn Williams, a Bronx native,
who gives her testimony about being incarcerated for three years after killing her
allegedly abusive husband. After her testimony about when, why and how she
stabbed her husband as he attempted to strangle her to death in their home
almost two decades ago. Rikers Island, which has been named one of the most
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notorious and violent prisons in America, is where she spent three years at and
overcame things like being sexually assaulted by women, attempting to commit
suicide and enduring solitary confinement. The injustice of this woman is
intertwined with statistics about how an estimated 75% of New York’s women
prison population has suffered severe violence in the hands of an intimate
partner during adulthood. Lady-Kathryn shares how domestic violence was
inherited into her marriage after witnessing it in her family including many
accounts of her dad hitting her mom.
Anne Patterson, from the STEPS to End Family Violence program based in New
York City, shares her experience with working with battered women and in what
ways the organization works with both incarcerated and previously incarcerated
women. Anne describes one case in particular about a Florida woman named
Marissa Alexander, and puts into context how this issue is something that is
occurring nationwide.
Lady-Kathryn describes how her time in prison and her relationship with the
corrections officers and who many of them were not committed to her safety. A
former North Carolina Corrections Officer, Jackie Mason Battle, says how prisons
were originally set up as penal institutions set up for rehabilitation and how that is
not happening today. She describes the nature of the prison system as a place to
warehouse people. Jackie says that many of the inmates become criminally
educated and perpetuate the system rather than getting better.
Afua Addo, a coordinator of the program Project Safe with The White House,
says how there’s been a significant turnover in terms of how procedural justice
views victims of violence. She contextualizes the impact of racism, sexism,
poverty, trauma and the impact of education, the foster care system and the
criminal justice system. Lady-Kathryn reveals how incarcerated women who have
experienced violence before are only be re-victimized by the system that’s
controlled by violence and how it does more damage. The experts continue to
describe how the system disproportionately affects women of color and many
communities with people are color are policed in a different way that other
neighborhoods are not. Jackie notes that many of the women she saw in the
prison system were Black women who varied in age.
The third act begins with Lady-Kathryn describing some of the psychological
effects of her incarceration interwoven with visuals of her traveling to a tattoo
parlor. This domestic violence survivor explains her reasoning behind getting her
first tattoo, which is her way of paying homage to her deceased husband. She
says that she wants to get his initials, birthdate and date of death on her wrist as
a dedication to him. This scene illustrates the love that this woman has for her
husband despite her criminalization for killing him and how she was forced to
defend her own life.
After working with organizations like The STEPS to end Family Violence and The
Correctional Association of New York's Women in Prison Project, I’ve developed
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relationships with key organizers, advocates and experts who are diligently
working to provide incarcerated and previously incarcerated women with valuable
resources to live a healthy, full life. I’ve already secured one domestic violence
victim/previously incarcerated whom I’ve been following for several months,
however, there are at least two more women who I’ve reached out that are
interested in sharing their story in the piece.
Although getting access to an operating prison has proven difficult, I’m planning
to do an evocative recreation of graphics and shooting empty cells as a former
Correctional Officer in Rocky Mount, N.C., walks me through the vacant facility
that is now closed while sharing what she seen after more than a decade working
there.
A key audience for the film would be domestic violence advocates and
organizations who work with survivors. A secondary audience would be
organizers who focus on social justice issues including activists like Black Lives
Matter who seek justice regarding police brutality in the Black community. A third
significant audience would be prison abolition advocates who seek to reduce or
eliminate the prison system and replace them with more humane remedies.
In addition to the film, I plan to partner with a social media project Everyday
Incarceration, which is an Instagram-based platform with more than 75K
followers that displays current and archival images that tells personal stories of
mass incarceration. Through the portraits I’ve taken of victims, experts and
advocates in the film, I plan to share short vignettes of characters to share their
story and promote the film. Working with this social media project is a strategy to
attract a mass audience interested in the overarching topic of mass incarceration.
After filming for four months, I’m working to plan another trip to North Carolina to
film the former corrections officer and get visuals of the now closed prison.
Additionally, I’m working to schedule interviews with other victims, film events by
organizations and possibly network with legislators to incorporate in the piece. In
the future, I plan to find professionals to create illustrations for the story,
compose music for various scenes and solidifying a team to assist with additional
shooting and post-production duties.
Advisor:
Sabrina Gordon
CUNY J-School Documentary Professor
Organizations/Sources:
The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence
http://www.ncadv.org/
Denver, CO 80203
(303) 839-1852
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The Correctional Association of New York's Women in Prison Project
New York, New York
(212) 254-5700
(212) 473-2807
Lady-Kathryn Williams
Formerly Incarcerated Domestic Violence Survivor
(347) 490- 3872

Gail Smith
gailtsmith@gmail.com
Cell: 773-396-4998
Correction Association of New York’s Women in Prison Project
Women in Prison Project, Director of Women in Prison
Afua Addo
afua.addo@gmail.com
Coordinator, Project Safe with The White House
Anne Patterson
STEPS to end Family Violence
151 Lawrence Street, 5th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(212) 437-3500
info@egscf.org
Research Links:
http://www.essence.com/2015/02/10/nyc-report-black-women-most-affecteddomestic-violence
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/31178-black-domestic-violence-survivors-arecriminalized-from-all-directions
file:///Users/mariyamoseley/Downloads/factsheet.pdf
http://www.freemarissanow.org/fact-sheet-on-domestic-violence-criminalization.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/07/19/angela-corey-s-overzealousprosecution-of-marissa-alexander.html
https://soundcloud.com/letstalkaboutitradio/may-9-2012-marissa-alexander
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/fla-mom-gets-20-years-for-firing-warning-shots/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/cherelle-baldwintrial_us_56ef5059e4b084c67220a9d3
http://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/womenandjustice/Domestic-Violence-SurvivorsJustice-Act.cfm
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http://www.correctionalassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/WIPPBrochure-2015.pdf
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/pp/about-women-in-prison-project
https://www.questia.com/magazine/1P3-3793593161/journey-to-justice
https://www.facebook.com/WORTH-Women-On-The-Rise-Telling-HerStory127009397373250/
https://womenontheriseworth.wordpress.com/
http://nyupress.org/books/9780814776230/
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/WIPPBrochure-2015.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gail-smith-a199b512
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/domestic-violence-prisonlegislation_us_573deaa3e4b0aee7b8e94236
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/LadyKathryn-Williams-DVSJA-testimony-5-12.pdf
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/2010/03/panel-discusses-justice-domesticviolence-survivors
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/03/Reproductive-Injustice-FULL-REPORT-FINAL-2-1115.pdf
http://www.egscf.org/programs/steps/criminal-justice-services/
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/12/08/nyregion/making-her-case-formercy.html?_r=0
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/1/1/domesticviolencevictimsinnyprisonsmaygetsomerelief.html
http://time.com/3313343/ray-rice-black-women-domestic-violence/
http://www.ncdbw.org/index.htm
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/judge-berates-domestic-abuse-victimsentences-jail-article-1.2389943
http://www.opdv.ny.gov/public_awareness/bulletins/winter2014/victimsprison.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/domestic-violence-lands-many-women-injail-not-wearing-miss-america-tiaras/2014/09/15/8320e750-3cf7-11e4-b0ea8141703bbf6f_story.html
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/2011/06/crimes-borne-domestic-abuse-facelong-prison-terms
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/26663-for-black-women-domestic-violenceand-state-violence-go-hand-in-hand
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A04409&Summary=Y&Actions
=Y&Memo=Y
http://www.egscf.org/programs/steps/criminal-justice-services/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/28/opinion/omara-minimal-sentencing-laws/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlqCilt_f0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4ugtXH7uho
http://www.egscf.org/programs/steps/criminal-justice-services/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rWRTmRzNVk
http://mariamekaba.com/
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https://freebresha.wordpress.com/contact/
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/about/
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/michael-f-nozzolio/contact

