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Time:  Tuesday and Thursday: 10:35 to 11:50 p.m.
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Purpose: This course is designed to introduce you to the broad field of sociology. There are three main objectives.  First, to familiarize you with what sociologist call the "sociological imagination", a concept utilized to understand social life. Second, to introduce you to the major concepts, history, research methods, and theories important to the field of sociology. Lastly, the course will also explore specific topics using a sociological perspective.

Learning Objectives: 

When you have completed this course, you will be able to:

· Students will analyze sociological concepts from different theoretical paradigms and comparing world ethnic, racial and gender groups in African, Asian, Caribbean, European, Latin American, Middle Eastern, North American, and/or Pacific societies.
· Students will interpret a variety of readings and examine different viewpoints on issues and theories related to culture and globalization in African, Asian, Caribbean, European, Latin American, Middle Eastern, North American, and/or Pacific societies.
· Students will construct individual essays and/or group reports supported by Functionalist, Marxist, Feminist, Social Interactionist, and/or other theoretical approaches within the discipline of sociology. 
· Students will apply core sociological perspectives to interpretations of cultural differences and similarities in a range of societies including those in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, North America and Oceania. The student will apply historical, political and economic insights to an understanding of the process of globalization.
· Students will analyze the global significance of colonialism, neocolonialism, dependency theory and modernization theory and its effects on different countries, races, ethnic groups and genders in African, Asian, Caribbean, European, Latin American, Middle Eastern, North American, and/or Pacific societies.  
· Students will compare stratification among different racial/ethnic and gender groups within nations in all major world regions including Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, North America and Oceania; examine global inequality and interpret universal human rights.
Course Readings: Your professor recognized the burden textbook costs places on students. Therefore, your professor has chosen to participate in the BCC Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) program which offers students freely accessible course materials. This course will be using various readings from the OpenStax Introduction to Sociology 3e OER textbook as indicated in the syllabus. All the readings for this course can be access through Brightspace website associate with this class. 
Besides the text you will be required to read assigned articles pertaining to topics within sociology. All readings, the text and articles, are to be done before class so that you can actively participate in class discussion and understand the material presented in the lectures. 

Grading Procedure:  

	Class Participation
	5

	Attendance
	5

	Essays (2)
	20

	Blackboard Discussion
	20

	Mid-Semester Exams (2)
	15

	Final Exam
	20


Class Participation and Attendance: The course format will be mixed lecture with class discussion. Course grades will also be influenced by class participation and improvement over the course of semester. Students are also required to participate in both classroom and Brightspace discussions. Civility - - tolerance for the viewpoints of others will be a norm in classroom discussion.  All viewpoints will be respected without exception. 

Class attendance and participation are significant components of the learning process and play a major role in determining overall student academic achievement. Attendance is expected. It is a departmental policy that attendance will be required and will be counted toward your final grade. Students are allowed two unexcused absences. In case of an unavoidable absence, students must provide evidence of reason for absence. Excessive unexcused absences will lead to a reduction in the overall final grade. Class will begin promptly. Arrival after the starting time will constitute as lateness as well as leaving class early. Two late two arrivals will count as an unexcused absence. 

     Attendance and Corresponding Grade Scale:

	1 Unexcused Absence
	2 Point Grade Reduction

	2 Unexcused Absences
	4 Point Grade Reduction

	3 or more Unexcused Absences
	5 Point Grade Reduction


Grade Scale

A+    97-100

A      93-96

A-     90-92

B+    87-89

B       83-86

B-      80-82

C+    77-79

C       73-76

C-      70-72

D+     67-69

D       63-66

D-      60-62

F        0-59

BRIGHTSPACE:
Brightspace is an important component of this course. I will post grades, essay assignment, discussion board posts, and important class-related announcements to the website. You are responsible for all material posted to Brightspace and should check it daily to keep current with the class. Students must obtain a CUNY portal account to have access to Brightspace.

Discussion Board: During the semester you will be required to participate in two class discussions via Brightspace. The discussion topic will be based on an article, video, excerpt, PowerPoint slide, and/or data which focuses on some aspect of society. The first post will be to answer one or two questions about the topic. The second post will be a reply to other students about your respective answers. The Discussion Board represents 20 percent of the grade. 
Essays: During the semester you will be required to write two short essays. The essays will be approximately two to three pages each. The essays will be based on short readings that will be on Brightspace. The due dates and topic will be discussed later during the semester. 

Exams: There will be three exams, including the final exam, throughout All exams will cover assigned readings, class lectures, discussions, and films. The first two exams will be multiple choice, true and false and short. The final exam will be multiple choice and a long essay. No make up exams will be given unless documentation under the college guidelines is provided. 

Quizzes: Each topic covered will have a corresponding quiz. The quizzes are a resource to help you review the material and prepare for class exams. The quizzes do not count toward your final grade. 

Class Policy:
CUNY POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.)  is prohibited in the City University of New York, including BCC. The penalties for students involved in any type of academic dishonesty include failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. This information is provided at: https://www.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/page-assets/about/administration/offices/legal-affairs/policies-procedures/academic-integrity-policy/Academic-Integrity-Policy-051911.pdf 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should register with and provide documentation to the office of DisAbility Services at the beginning of this semester. DisAbility Services can be contacted via email at disabilityservices@bcc.cuny.edu or by phone at (718) 289-5874. The link to DisAbility Services is: https://www.bcc.cuny.edu/campus-resources/disability-services/
Outline of Topics & Readings: All Dates are Tentative__________________________


Week 1 – August 28: Introduction 

8/29 – Introduction to the course and syllabus

Week 2 – September 3 and 5: What is Sociology?
9/3 – Read: What is Sociology Chapter 1.1 

9/5 – Read: History of Sociology, Chapter 1.2
Week 3 – September 10 and 12: What is Sociology? continued

9/10 – Read: Theoretical Perspectives, Chapter 1.3
9/12 – Read: Why Study Sociology, Chapter 1.4 QUIZ 1
Week 4 – September 17 & 19: Sociological Research  

9/17 – Read: Introduction to Sociological Research, Chapter 2.1 

9/19 – Read: Research Methods, Chapter 2.2
           Read: Ethical Concerns, Chapter 2.3 QUIZ 2

Week 5 – September 24 & 26: Culture

9/24 – Read: What is Culture & Elements of Culture, Chapter 3.1-2

Submit Essay 1: Sociology and Common Sense
9/26 – Read: Pop Culture, Subculture, and Elements of Change, Chapter 3.3 QUIZ 3 

NO CLASS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3 
Week 6 – October 1 and 8: Socialization
10/1 – Exam 1
10/8 – Read: Theories of Socialization, Why Socialization Matters, Chapter 5.1-2
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15 FOLLOWS A MONDAY SCHEDULE 
Week 7 – October 3 & 8: Socialization cont. Social Stratification in the United States
10/10 – Read: Agents of Socialization, Socialization Across the Life Course, Chapter 5 3-2 QUIZ 4

10/14 – Read: What is Social Stratification, Social Stratification and Mobility in the US, Chapter 9 1-2
Week 8 – October 17 & 22: Social Stratification in the United States
10/17 – Read: Global Stratification and Inequality, Chapter 9.3

 DISSCUSION POST: Welfare Dilemma 
10/22 – Read: Theoretical Perspectives on Social Stratification, Chapter 9.4
Week 9 – October 24 & 29: Race and Ethnicity
10/24 – Read: Racial, Ethnic and Minority Groups, Chapter 11.1 QUIZ 5
10/29 – Read: Stereotypes, Prejudice and Discrimination, Chapter 11.2
Week 10 – October 29 & 31: Race and Ethnicity
10/26 – Read: Theories of Race and Ethnicity, Chapter 11.3

  Submit Essay 2: Race the Power of Illusion  

10/28 – Read: Intergroup Relations, Chapter 11.4   
Week 11 – November 5 & 7: Gender, Sex, and Sexuality
11/5 – Read: Sex and Gender, Chapter 12.1 

11/7 – Read: Gender, Chapter 12.2 QUIZ 6
Week 12 – November 12 & 14: Gender, Sex, and Sexuality
11/12 – Read: Sex and Sexuality, Chapter 12.3
11/14 – Read: Sex and Sexuality cont.

 DISSCUSION POST: Still a Gender Gap
Week 13 – November 19 & 21: Deviance, Crime, and Social Control
11/19 – Read: Deviance and Social Control, Chapter 7.1
11/21 – Exam 2
Week 14 – November 23:  Deviance, Crime, and Social Control
11/26 – Read: Theoretical Perspectives on Deviance, Chapter 7.2 QUIZ 7
NO CLASS ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Week 15 – December 3 and 5: Deviance, Crime, and Social Control 

12/3 – Read: Crime and the Law, Chapter 7.3
12/5 – Read: Crime and the Law, Chapter 7.3 QUIZ 8
Week 16 – December 10 & 12: Social Movements and Social Change

12/10 – Read: Social Movements, Chapter 2.2

12/12 – Read: Social Change, Chapter 2.3
Final Exam TBA
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